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The  SUMMARY, 

The  condemnation  and  death  of  Valerius  Afiaticus,  ly 
the  procurement  of  Meflalina.  The  iniquity  and  ve¬ 
nality  of  the  public  Pleaders.  Their  fees  afcertained, 
Civil  combujlions  in  Parthia.  Secular  Plays  exhibit¬ 
ed  at  Rome.  Claudius  adds  three  letters  to  the  Al¬ 
phabet  .  A  Jhort  Dijfertation  concerning  the  origin  of 
Tetters.  Itaius  ejlablijhed  King  over  the  Cherufcans . 
Corbulo  made  Commander  in  lower  Germany ,  his 
fevere  and  excellent  difcipline.  Curtius  Rufus  diftin- 
guijhed  with  the  Triumphal  Ornaments.  The  rife 
and  Jiory  of  that  Roman.  Of  the  injhtution  cf  the 

*ffice  cf  Slu&flor,  and  its  variations .  The  Nobility 
of  Gaul  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  Roman  Citizens. 
The  number  of  Patricians  augmented .  Meflalina 
the  Rmprefsy  her  wild  lewdnefs .  She  openly  marries 
C.  Silius  :  is  accufed  to  the  Emperor ,  and  her  adul¬ 
terers  punijked.  Her  execution  how  procured  and 
Xfdted. 
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Book  XI. 


*  *  *  *  *  O  R,  Meffalina,  implacable  towards 

Valerius  Afiaticus,  one  twice  ConfuL 
whom  me  believed  to  have  been  Pop- 
pa?a’s  adulterer,  and  equally  panting  after  his  fine 
gardens,  begun  by  Lucullus,  but  by  him  beautified 
with  fignal  magnificence,  fuborned  Suilius  to  accufe 
both  him  and  her.  In  the  plot  was  joined  Sofibius, 
Tutor  to  Britannicus,  who,  under  the  mask  of  zeal, 
was  to  warn  Claudius, cc  that  mighty  wealth  in  pri¬ 
vate  hands,  was  ever  mifchievous  and  threatening 
to  Princes.  In  the  affaflination  of  Caligula,  Afiati¬ 
cus  had  been  the  principal  director,  nor  feared  to 
avow  it  in  a  public  congregation  of  the  people, 
nor  even  to  claim  the  glory  of  the  parricide  : 
hence  his  popularity  and  renown  in  Rome  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  his  purpofe  of  withdrawing  and  put¬ 
ting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  was  al¬ 
ready  a  prevailing  rumour  through  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  ;  for  that  being  born  at  Vienne,  and  fup- 
ported  there  by  numerous  and  powerful  families, 
all  his  own  relations,  it  depended  upon  his  plea- 
fure  to  excite  an  infurredtion  of  his  countrymen 
the  Gauls. ”  This  fufficed  Claudius,  who,  in  or¬ 
der  to  feize  him,  inflantly  difpatched  away  Crifpinus, 
Captain  of  the  Praetorian  guards,  with  a  body  of 
foldiers,  as  if  a  war  had  been  to  be  crufhed.  He 
was  found  at  Baiae,  and  hurried  to  Rome  in  chains. 

Neither  was  it  indulged  him  to  be  heard  by  the 
Senate  ;  he  was  privately  tried  in  a  chamber  in  the 
prefence  of  MefTalina,  Suilius  charged  him  with 
«  corrupting  the  foldiery,  as  having  by  money  and 
abominable  pleafures  engaged  them  in  his  inte- 
refl,  and  prepared  them  for  every  the  mofl  flagrant 
iniquity;  with  his  adulterous  amours  with  Pop- 
paea,  and  with  furrendering  his  perlon  to  unnaf 
ral  defilements.”  This  lail  article  overcan^n, 
patience,  and  breaking  in  upon  the  accv  A^ 
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Book  XI.  OF  TACITUS.  f 

“  Ask  thy  own  Tons,  Suilius,  faid  he  ;  thy  Tons  will 
cc  fatisfy  thee  that  I  am  a  man/’  As  he  proceeded  in 
his  defence,  he  forced  tears  even  from  Meffalina, 
and  in  Claudius  raifed  agitations  ffill  more  powerful. 
But  the  Emprefs  leaving  the  room  to  dry  her  eyes, 
warned  \  iteilius,  not  to  fufFer  the  accufed  to 
efcape.  She  heneif  haftened  to  accomplifh  the 
doom  of  Poppaea,  by  fuborning  perfons  who  urged 
her,  through  the  terrors  of  imprifonment,  to  a  volun** 
tary  end  ;  a  cataftropne  of  which  the  Emperor  was 
fo  utterly  unapprized,  that  a  few  days  after,  as  her 
hufband  Scipio  was  at  table  with  him,  he  continued 
afking  why  he  fat  down  without  his  wife  ?  till  Scipio 
anfwered,  that  fhe  was  no  more. 

Now  as  Claudius  was  deliberating  about  clearing 
Aliaticus,  the  hollow  Vhtellius  wept,  and  recount¬ 
ing  their  ancient  fnendfhip,  with  the  dutiful  obfer— 
vance  which  they  had  equally  paid  to  Antonia,  the 
Prince  s  mother ;  then  d  1 1  playing  the  good  fervices 
of  Afiaticus  to  the  Commonwealth,  particularly  his 
late  exploits  in  Great-Britain,  with  other  arguments 
which  feemed  proper  to  excite  mercy ;  he  at  laft 
propofed  to  grant  him  the  free  choice  of  his  own 
death ;  a  lort  of  clemency  of  which  Claudius  de¬ 
clared  his  approbation.  I  here  were  fome  who  ex¬ 
horted  him  to  die  gently,  by  abftinence  only;  an 
indulgence  which  he  reje&ed,  but  perfifting  in  his 
wonted  exercifes,  he  bathed,  and  even  flipped  chear- 
fully.  lie  laid,  he  fhould  with  more  credit  have 
been  facrificed  to  the  dark  artifices  of  Tiberius,  or 
to  the  fury  of  Caligula,  than  thus  perifh  by  the*de- 
vices  of  a  woman,  and  the  proftitute  lips  of  Vitel- 
hus  ;  then  opened  his  veins,  but  firft  viewed  his  fu¬ 
neral  pile,  and  directed  its  removal  into  another* 
place,  left  the  fmoke  fhould  fcorch  the  heads  of  the 
trees,  and  leften  their  cool  inade.  Such  was  his  firm- 
nefs,  even  in  the  arms  of  death. 
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The  Senate  was  thereafter  fummoned,  and  Suilius 
proceeded  alfo  to  accufe  the  illuftrious  Roman 
Knights,  firnamed  Petra.  The  real  caufe  of  their 
bane  was,  that  for  a  place  of  aflignation,  they  had 
accommodated  Valerius  and  Poppaea  with  the  ufe 
of  their  houfe  ;  but  to  one  of  them  a  dream  was  ob^ 
Jetted,  as  if  he  had  beheld  Claudius  crowned  with 
a  chaplet  of  the  ears  of  corn,  their  beards  down¬ 
wards,  and  thence  foretold  a  public  famine.  Others 
have  related,  that  the  chaplet  he  beheld  was  of  vine- 
branches  with  white  leaves,  which  he  conftrued  to 
portend  the  death  of  the  Prince  at  the  clofe  of  au¬ 
tumn.  Whatever  he  dreamt,  this  is  undoubted, 
that  for  a  dream  both  he  and  his  brother  were  facri- 
ficed.  To  Crifpinus  was  decreed  the  Pnetorlhip, 
and  a  reward  of  thirty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
crowns,  and  to  Sofibius  five  and  twenty  thoufand, 
at  the  motion  of  Vitellius,  who  recommended  him 
as  one  that  aftifted  Britannicuswith  goodinftruCfions, 
and  Claudius  with  wholefome  counfels.  Scipio, 
who  was  alfo  asked  his  opinion,  faid  ;  “  Seeing  I 
44  entertain  of  Poppaea’s  mifdeeds  the  fame  thoughts 
4i  with  all  others,  believe  me  to  vote  as  all  others 
44  vote  j  ”  a  delicate  temperament  between  the  af¬ 
fections  of  a  husband,  afid  the  danger  of  provoking 
by  his  diffent  her  powerful  enemies. 

Suilius  continued  thenceforward  an  incefiant  and 
mercilefs  accufer  ;  and  many  laboured  to  emulate 
his  abandoned  occupation.  For,  the  Emperors,  by 
ufurping  all  the  authority  of  the  Magiftrates,  and 
the  arbitrary  difpenfation  of  all  the  Laws,  had 
opened  a  field  for  endlefs  cruelties  and  depredations  ; 
nor  of  all  the  commodities  of  price  was  aught  fo 
faleable,  as  the  faithlefs  fpirit  of  the  pleaders  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  Samius,  an  illuftrious  Roman  Knight, 
having  given  Suilius  a  fee  of  ten  thoufand  crowns, 
and  finding  himfelf  betrayed  in  the  caufe,  fell  upon 
his  fword  in  the  houfe  of  his  traiterous  advocate. 
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A  complaint  of  this  grievance  being  therefore  begun 
by  Caius  Silius  Conful  elecft,  whofe  power  and  over¬ 
throw  I  fhall  in  its  place  remember,  the  whole  Se¬ 
nate  concurred,  and  demanded,  that  the  Cincian 
Law  might  be  reftored  to  force;  an  old  Law, 
which  enjoined  44  that  no  man  jfhould,  for  pleading 
44  a  caufe,  accept  of  gift  or  payment.” 

Hence  they,  over  whom  the  infamy  was  impend¬ 
ing,  raifing  a  clamour  againft  the  motion ;  Silius, 
who  entertained  an  animolity  againft  Suilius,  per- 
lifted  with  the  more  afperity,  and  quoted  44  the 
“  examples  of  the  ancient  Orators,  who  had  ef- 
<c  teemed  prefent  applaufe  and  the  praifes  of  pofte- 
44  rity,  the  moft  illuftrious  recompence  of  their  elo- 
44  quence.  Otherwife,  an  accomplifhment  the  moft 
“  dignified  of  all  others,  were  debafed  into  fordid 
“  proftitution.  Nor,  in  truth,  was  the  faith  of 
44  pleaders  to  be  trufted,  where  the  greatnefs  of  gain 
44  was  their  end.  Befides,  if  no  man  found  his 
44  merchandize  in  defending  fuits,  there  would  be 
44  fewer  fuits  to  defend  ;  whereas,  upon  the  pre- 
44  fent  foot,  enmities,  accufations,  mutual  hate  and 
44  mutual  opprefilons  were  promoted  and  inflamed 
^4  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  as  an  inundation  of  difeafes 
44  was  the  market  of  Phyficians,  fo  the  contagion  of 
44  the  Bar  proved  the  revenue  of  the  Pleaders.  They 
44  might  remember  Caius  Afrnius  and  Marcus  Mef- 
44  falla,  and  more  lately  Arruntius  and  Eferninus  ; 

44  men  who  arrived  to  the  fupreme  dignities  of  the 
44  ftate  by  a  life  unblemifhed,  and  an  eloquence 
44  never  expofed  to  price.”  This  reafoning  from  the 
Conful  eletft  found  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
and  a  decree  was  about  to  pals,  to  fubje6f  them  to 
the  penalties  of  the  Law  againft  extortion,  when 
Suilius,  Coflutianus,  and  the  reft,  who  apprehended 
not  a  regulation  only,  but  even  their  own  punifh- 
ment  (for  tneir  guilt  was  manifeft)  gathered  round 
fche  Prince,  beieeching  remiflion  for  what  was  palled  ; 
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and  after  he  had,  by  a  motion  of  his  head,  fignified 
his  affent,  they  thus  proceeded. 

“  Who  was  the  man  of  fuch  unbounded  vanity 
4 c  as  to  prefume  upon  an  eternity  of  fame  ?  The 
IC  practice  of  pleading  was  intended  only  for  the 

prefent  purpofes  of  fociety,  a  common  refuge  for 
4 4  all  men,  efpecially  that  none  might  for  want  of 
44  pleaders  be  crufhed  by  the  powerful :  neither  was 
44  eloquence  itfelf  acquired,  or  exerted  without  pains 
4  4  and  expence  ;  fince  they  who  profeffed  it  for- 
44  fook  their  own  domedic  cares,  to  apply  themfelves 
44  to  the  bufmefs  of  others.  Many  followed  the  pro- 
44  fedion  of  war,  many  that  ofhufbandry,  and  by 
44  both  profeflions  a  livelihood  was  gained  ;  and  no- 
44  thing  was  purfued  by  any  man,  but?  with  a  view 
44  to  the  advantages  it  produced.  Eafily  might  Afi? 
44  nius  and  Mefialla,  enriched  by  the  event  of  the 
44  war  between  Anthony  and  Augudus  ;  eafily  might 
44  the  Efernini  and  Arruntii,  heirs  of  wealthy  houfes, 
44  all  pofiefs  a  fpirit  above  the  price  of  pleading. 
44  But  equally  obvious  were  the  examples  of  Publius 
44  Clodius  and  Caius  Curio,  for  what  immenfe  re- 
44  wards  they  were  wont  to  plead.  For  themfelves ; 
44  they  were  mean  Senators,  and,  as  the  Common-? 
44  wealth  enjoyed  a  perfedt  calm,  only  aimed  at 
44  fubfiding  by  the  emoluments  of  peace.  Nay,  there 
44  were  thofe  of  the  commonalty,  who  drove  tq 
44  fhine  by  the  Gown  and  the  Bar ;  but  were  the 
44  price  and  encouragement  of  dudying  withdrawn, 
44  the  Studies  themfelves  mud  perifh.”  Confider- 
ations  thefe  far  from  honourable  j  but  to  Claudius 
they  appeared  of  no  fmall  force.  He  therefore  fet¬ 
tled  the  utmod  meafure  of  fees  at  two  hundred  and 
fifty  crowns,  and  fuch  as  exceeded  were  fubjedled.to 
the  penalties  of  extortion. 

During  the  fame  time  Mithridates,  whom  I  have 
mentioned  to  have  reigned  in  Armenia,  and  to  have 
been  brought  in  bonds  to  the  tribunal  of  Csefar,  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  by  the  direction  of  Claudius  into  his  Kingdom, 
confiding  in  the  power  and  afliftance  of  his  brother 
Pharafmanes  King  of  the  Iberians,  who  had  fent 
him  advice,  “  that  dilfentions  prevailed  amongft 
“  the  Parthians,  and  that,  while  the  fate  of  their 
u  own  crown  was  in  fufpence,  foreign  conquefts, 
“  as  things  of  lefs  moment,  muff  be  negledled.” 
For,  the  many  cruelties  of  Gotarzes,  particularly 
the  fudden  murder  of  his  brother  Artabanus,  with 
that  of  his  wife  and  foil,  and  thence  the  dread  of 
his  tyranny  to  the  reft  of  the  nobility,  prompted  them 
to  call  Bardanes  to  the  throne,  a  Prince  of  great 
activity  and  enterprize,  fo  much  that  in  two  days 
he  travelled  three  thoufand  furlongs,  then  inftantly 
invaded,  utterly  terrified  and  furprized,  and  even 
exterminated  Gotarzes.  With  the  fame  expedition, 
he  feized  the  neighbouring  provinces,  all  but  Seleu- 
cia,  which  alone  difowned  his  fway  :  fo  that,  more 
tranfported  with  wrath  againft  the  Seleucians,  as  a 
people  who  had  likewife  revolted  from  his  father, 
than  confulting  his  prefent  intereft,  he  entangled 
himfelf  in  the  fiege  of  a  city  encompafted  with  ftrong. 
walls,  replenifhed  with  ftores,  and  a  river  one  of 
its  bulwarks.  For,  Gotarzes  the  while,  ftrengthened 
by  forces  from  the  Dahans  and  Plyrcanians,  renews 
ed  the  war ;  fo  that  Bardanes  being  neceflitated  to 
relinquifh  the  fiege,  retired  to  the  plains  of  Badlria, 
and  there  encamped. 

In  this  combuftion  and  difunion  of  the  powers  in 
the  Eaft,  and  uncertainty  how  the  fame  would  ter¬ 
minate,  an  occafion  of  pofteffing  Armenia  was  ad- 
rniniftred  to  Mithridates,  allifted  by  the  Roman  fol- 
diers,  who  demolifhed  the  ftrong  holds,  and  by  the 
Iberians,  who  over-ran  and  wafted  the  country. 
For,  the  Armenians  made  no  longer  reliftance, 
after  the  fate  of  Demonax  their  Governor,  who 
had  ventured  a  battle,  and  was  defeated ;  only 
fome  of  the  Nobles  countenanced  Cotys,  King  of 
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Armenia  the  lefs,  who  thence  became  a  fhort 
obftacjc,  but  by  letters  from  the  Emperor  was 
awed  into  acquiescence.  Hence  the  whole  devolved 
upon  Mithridates,  who  fell  however  into  meafures 
more  violent  than  befitted  a  Prince  newly  eftablifhed. 
As  to  the  Parthiaircompetitors ;  in  the  heat  of  their 
preparations  for  a  battle,  they  all  on  a  fudden  ftruck  a 
league,  alarmed  as  they  were  by  a  confpiracy  of  the 
Parthians  againfl  both,  but  firft  difcovered  to  Gotar- 
zes,  and  by  him  to  his  brother  Bardanes.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  their  interview,  they  were  fhy  and  diffi¬ 
dent,  at  laft  ventured  to  join  hands,  then  fwore  upon 
the  altar  of  the  Gods,  to  revenge  the  treafon  of  their 
mutual  enemies,  and  even  to  refign  to  each  other. 
But,  as  Bardanes  was  held  more  worthy  to  retain  the 
Monarchy ;  Gotarzes,  in  order  to  remove  with  him- 
felf  all  ground  of  jealoufy,  retired  far  into  Hyrcania. 
To  Bardanes,  upon  his  return,  Seleucia  was  furren- 
dcred  in  the  feventh  year  of  its  liege ;  fo  long  had  that 
fingle  city  fuftained  its  independency,  and  baffled  the 
power  of  Parthia,  to  the  fignal  difgrace  of  the 
Parthian  Monarchy. 

He  next  took  poffeflion  of  the  moft  potent  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  had  recovered  Armenia,  but  that  Vibius 
Marfus,  Lieutenant  of  Syria,  reftrained  him,  by 
threatening  him  with  war.  In  the  mean  time,  Go¬ 
tarzes,  regretting  his  conceftion  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  again  recalled  by  the  nobility,  whofe  bondage  is 
ever  moft  rigorous  during  peace,  formed  an  army, 
and  was  met  as  far  as  the  river  Charinda  by  Bardanes, 
who,  after  an  obftinate  fight  in  difputing  the  paffage, 
remained  conqueror,  and  thence,  by  a  continued 
courfe  of  victories,  fubdued  all  the  nations  lying  be¬ 
tween  that  river  and  the  Gyndes,  which  parts  the 
Dahans  from  the  Arians.  There  the  torrent  ©f  his 
conquefts  was  obftruCted  ;  for,  the  Parthians  how¬ 
ever  victorious,  refufed  profecuting  a  war  fo  remote 
from  home.  Structures  being  therefore  railed,  as 

monuments 
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monuments  of  his  grandeur  and  conquefts,  and  to 
fignify,  that  none  of  the  Arfacides  before  him  Fad 
from  thefe  nations  exadled  tribute,  he  returned, 
mighty,  in  truth,  in  glory,  but  thence  the  more  im¬ 
perious  and  infupportable  to  his  fubjedls,  who  there¬ 
fore,  by  guile  before  concerted,  flew  him,  while  de- 
rtitute  of  guards  or  apprehenfions,  he  was  only  intent 
upon  the  chace,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  but 
pofiefled  of  fuch  high  renown  as  few  of  the  oldeft 
Kings  could  have  claimed,  had  he  equally  ftudied 
the  love  of  his  people,  as  he  did  to  awe  his  enemies. 
The  aflaflination  of  Bardanes  begot  frefh  ftruggles 
amongft  the  Parthians,  divided  as  they  were  about 
filling  the  throne.  Many  adhered  to  Gotarzes  ; 
fome  propofed  Meherdates,  the  grand-fon  of  Phra- 
hates,  and  by  him  given  in  hoftage  to  the  Romans. 
Gotarzes  prevailed,  but  was  no  foonef  eftablifhed, 
but  by  an  abandoned  courfe  of  cruelties  and  luxury, 
he  forced  the  Parthians  upon  fecret  recourfe  to  the 
Roman  Emperor,  folliciting  for  Meherdates  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  dominions  of  his  anceftors. 

under  the  fame  Confuls  were  celebrated  the  Se¬ 
cular  Games,  eight  hundred  years  after  the  founding 
of  Rome,  fixty-four  fince  they  had  been  exhibited 
by  Auguftus.  The  feveral  purpofes  of  thefe  Princes 
in  thefe  Games  I  pafs  over  here,  as  already  largely 
recounted  by  me  in  my  Hiftory  of  the  Emperor  Do- 
mitian ;  •  for  he  too  prefented  Secular  Games,  at 
which  I  affifted  in  perfon,  and  the  more  afliduoufly, 
as  I  was  inverted  with  the  Quindecemviral  Priert- 
hood,  and  at  that  time  Praetor;  a  circumrtance 
which  from  no  vain-glory  I  infert,  but  becaufe 
formerly  the  College  of  fifteen  prefided  in  that  fertival, 
and  the  Magiftrates  chiefly  difcharged  the  offices 
of  the  folemnity.  Whilft  Claudius  was  beholding 
the  Games  in  the  Circus,  and  the  boys  of  quality 
reprefented  on  horfeback  the  fiege  of  1  'roy,  amongft 
them  particularly  Rritannicus  the  Emperor’s  fon, 

B  5  with 
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?£!r£  D.?mit‘us’  who  was  afterwards  adopted 
*nt0  thf  Claudian  family  by  the  name  of  Nero,  and 
fucceeded  to  the  Empire ;  the  affedions  of  the  do- 
pu  ace  appeared  more  paftionate  for  Domitius  • 
a  thing  which  palled  then  for  a  propitious  omen,  and 
tnence  furnifhed  a  common  tradition,  “  That  in 
2  his  infancy  two  dragons,  polled  like  guards,  were 
,  *ee?  ahout  him  a  fable  framed  in  imitation  of 
the  miraculous  tales  current  in  foreign  nations.  For, 
iNero  himlelf,  a  Prince  who  never  abridged  his  own- 
tame,  was  wont  to  declare,  that  in  his  chamber  was 
never  beheld  but  one  fnake  only. 

In  truth,  this  partiality  of  the  people  accrued  from 
the  memory  of  Germanicus,  from  whom  he  was  the 
only  defcendent  of  the  male  kind  ;  and  the  popular 
commiieration  towards  his  mother  Agrippina,  rofe 
in  proportion  to  the  cruel  vengeance  of  MelTalina, 
always  her  inveterate  enemy,  and  now  inflamed  with 
irelh  rage  ;  infomuch  that,  if  (lie  did  not  juft  then 
forge  crimes  and  fuborn  accufers  to  deftroy  that  Lady, 
it  was  owing  only  to  a  new  amour  which  poflefted 
her  with  a  paftion  bordering  upon  fury.  She  was  fo 
vehemently  enchanted  with  the  perfon  of  Caius  Sili- 
us,  the  molt  beautiful  of  all  the  Roman  youth,  that 
fhe  obliged  him  to  divorce  his  wife  Junia  Silana,  a 
Lady  of  high  quality,  in  order  to  poflefs  alone  the  - 
embraces  of  the  adulterer.  Nor  was  Silius  unappri¬ 
zed  of  his  crime,  nor  of  the  doom  which  threatened 
him;  but,  it  was  definition  without  refource,  if  he* 
"with flood  Meflalina,  and  glorious  rewards  were  to 
be  the  fruits  ot  his  compliance.  There  were  fume 
hopes  too  of  blinding  Claudius  ;  fo  that  he  held  the 
pleafanteft  counfel  the  fafeft,  to  wait  future  and 
diftant  confequences,  and  to  indulge  prefent  profperi- 
ty.  I  he  Emprefs,  far  from  purfuing  her  amour  by 
theit  and  privacy,  frequented  his  houfe  openly,  with 
a  numerous  train,  accompanied  him  incefiantly 
abroad,  loaded  him  with  wealth,  covered  him  with 

honours ; 
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honours  ;  and,  in  {hort,  as  if  the  fortune  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  had  been  transferred  with  the  Emperor  s  wife, 
at  the  houfe  of  her  adulterer  were  already  feen  the 
haves,  freedmen,  and  equipage  of  the  Prince. 

Claudius  was  a  ftranger  to  the  diforders  of  his  wife, 
and  then  exerting  the  authority  of  Cenfor.  He 
corrected  the  people  by  fevere  Edidls  for  iome  late 
inftances  of  their  licentioufnefs,  as  they  had,  at  the 
reprefentation  of  a  dramatic  piece  compofed  by  Pu¬ 
blius  Pomponius,  reviled  that  Confular  in  the  pu¬ 
blic  Theatre,  with  fever al  Ladies  of  illuftrious  qua-  . 
lity.  He  was  likewife  the  author  of  a  Law  to  re¬ 
train  the  meretiefs  iniquity  of  the  Ufurers,  in  lending 
money  to  young  men,  to  be  repaid  with  increafe 
upon  the  death  of  their  fathers.  The  fprings  that 
rife  in  the  Simbruine  Hills  were  by  him  brought  to 
Rome  ;  and  to  the  Roman  Alphabet  he  added  new 
Letters,  having  learnt  that  even  thofe  of  Greece 
were  not  at  once  devifed  and  compleated. 

The  ^Egyptians  firft  of  all  others  reprefented  their 
fentiments  by  the  figures  of  animals  ;  and  thefe  Hi¬ 
eroglyphics  carved  upon  ftone,  the  moft  ancient  mo¬ 
numents  of  human  memory,  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  That 
nation  boaft  themfelves  “  the  original  inventors 
c<  of  Types,  and  that  the  Phoenicians  having  thence 
“  learnt  them,  they,  who  were  mighty  in  commerce 
<c  and  the  dominion  of  the  feas,  carried  the  fame 
“  into  Greece,  and  affumed  the  glory  of  an  inven- 
“  tion  which  they  themfelves  were  taught.”  For, 
the  general  tradition  is,  “  that  Cadmus  arriving  • 
“  there  in  the  Phoenician  fleet,  inftrudted  the  Greeks 
in  that  art,  a  people  as  yet  rude  and  uncultivated.” 
Some  hold,  that  u  Cecrops  the  Athenian,  or  Linus 
<c  of  Thebes,  and  Palamedes  the  Argive,  who  liv-  . 

ed  during  the  times  of  Troy,  devifed  fixteen 
<c  Letters  ;  and  that  by  others  afterwards,  efpeci- 
ally. by  Simonides,  the  reft  were  added.”  As  to 
Italy,  the  Etrufcans  learned  them  of  Damaratus 
v,  B  6  the 
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the  Corinthian,  the  native  Latins  of  Evander  th€ 
Arcadian ;  and  the  fafhion  of  the  Latin  Types 
were  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  ancient  Greeks* 
But  we  too  had  few  at  firft,  till  from  time  to  time 
the  reft  were  fupplied  ;  and  now  Claudius,  by  the 
example  of  others,  added  three  more,  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  ufe  during  his  own  reign,  and  were  thence¬ 
forth  abolifhed,  but  are  to  this  day  feen  in  the  tables 
ofbrafs  on  which  are  publifhed  the  decrees  of  the 

people,  and  which  hang  in  the  Temples  and  great 
fquares.  b 

He  next  made  a  representation  to  the  Senate  con¬ 
cerning  the  College  of  Soothfayers  ;  44  that  they 
“  would  not  fuffer  the  moft  ancient  difcipline  of 

Italy  to  be  loft  through  difufe.  The  Common- 
«  wealth  was  ever  wont,  during  her  times  of  cala- 
**  niity,  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  of  that  fcience,  in 
44  order  to  retrieve  by  their  counfel  the  facred  cere- 
44  monies  from  negledl  and  corruptions,  and  to  cul- 

tivate  them  thereafter  with  more  ftri<4  obfervance. 
144  Thus  the  nobility  of  Etruria,  whether  from  their 
*4  own  zeal,  or  by  appointment  of  the  Roman  Se- 
**  nate,  had  always  preferved  thofe  myfteries  them- 
44  felves,  and  conveyed  the  fame  down  to  their  pofte- 
44  rityj  a  laudable  ufage,  but  now  faintly  obferved, 
44  through  an  univerfal  indifference  for  all  worthy 
44  arts,  and  more  efpeci ally  through  the  prevalence 
44  of  foreign  fuperftitions.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that 
44  the  Republic  at  prefent  profpered,  but  her  prof- 
44  perity  was  purely  to  be  referred  to  the  benignity  of 
44  the  Gods ;  nor  during  profperity  ought  they  to 
44  abandon  thofe  folemn  rites,  which  in  feafons  of 
44  difficulty  had  been  ever  zealoufly  cultivated.” 
Hence  the  Senate  decreed,  44  That  the  Pontiffs 
44  fhould  enquire  what  parts  in  the  myftery  of  footh- 
44  faying  ought  to  be  retained  and  confirmed. 

The  fame  year,  the  Cherufcan  nation  had  recourfe 
to  Rome  for  a  King.  The  rage  of  their  own  do- 

meftic 
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meflic  wars  had  fwept  away  their  principal  chiefs  ; 
and  of  the  Royal  flock  only  one  remained,  who 
refided  in  the  City,  his  name  Italicus,  fon  to  Flavius 
the  brother  of  Arminius,  and  by  his  mother  grand- 
fon  to  Catumerus  Prince  of  the  Cattians.  He  was 
himfelf  a  handfome  perfon,  and  in  horfemanfhip  and 
the  exercife  of  arms  fpecially  trained,  as  well  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  manner  of  his  own  country  as  that  of  ours. 
The  Emperor  therefore  furnifhed  him  with  expences 
and  guards,  and  exhorting  him,  “to  afTumewith  mag- 
“  nanimity  his  hereditary  grandeur,”  reminded  him 
withal  “  that  being  born  at  Rome,  nor  held  as  a 
“  hoflage  there,  but  living  in  the  full  immunity  of 
“  a  native  Citizen,  he  was  the  firfl  who  went  in 
“  that  character  to  rule  over  a  ftrange  people.” 
His  accefiion  was,  indeed,  at  firfl,  matter  of  joy  to 
the  Germans,  and  fo  much  the  more,  for  that  hav¬ 
ing  had  no  fhare  in  their  civil  difTenfions,  he  adfed 
with  equal  courtefy  towards  them  all.  Hence  his 
condudr  became  popular  and  renowned,  as  fome- 
times  he  ffudied  only  affability  and  moderation,  ha¬ 
bits  that  could  provoke  none  ;  often  gave  a  loofe 
to  carroufels  and  the  gratifications  of  Wantonnefs, 
fuch  as  the  Barbarians  delight  in.  So  that  his  name 
was  already  famous  amongfl  the  adjacent  nations, 
and  even  amongfl  nations  more  remote  ;  when  they, 
who  had  born  fway  in  the  reign  of  fadfions,  taking 
umbrage  at  his  prevailling  power,  betook  themfelves 
to  the  feveral  neighbouring  people,  and  reprefented 
to  them,  “  That  the  ancient  liberty  of  Germany 
“  was  extirpated,  and  over  the  Germans  the  Roman 
“  yoke  effabhfhed.  Could  not,  indeed,  their  whole 
“  country  furnifh  one  native  Cherufcan  worthy  to 
“  fuftain  the  Sovereignty;  but  at  the  head  of  their 
44  State  they  muff  fet  the  offspring  of  Flavius,  the 
“  offspring  of  a  traitor  and  a  fpy  for  the  Romans  ? 
“  In  vain  was  alledged  his  kindred  to  Arminius ; 
<€  fince  even  the  fon  of  Arminius  were  to  be  dread¬ 
ed 
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“  ed  in  the  fame  ftation,  if  bred  in  a  hoffile  foil, 
“  poifoned  with  foreign  nurture,  debafed  by  foreign 
“  Slavery,  inured  to  foreign  manners,  and  every 
“  thing  foreign.  But,  for  this  fon  of  Flavius,  if 
“  he  inherited  the  fpirit  of  his  father,  never  had 
cc  man  waged  war  with  fiercer  enmity  againft  his 
“  native  country  and  his  own  houfehold  Gods,  than 
“  the  father  of  this  Italicus.” 

By  thefe  and  the  like  Simulations,  they  procured" 
and  aflembled  numerous  forces  ;  nor  was  Italicus 
followed  by  fewer,  as  on  his  behalf  his  followers-* 
argued,  ct  I  hat  he  had  by  no  invafion  feized  the 
throne,  but  held  it  by  their  own  invitation  ;  and 
Since  in  blood  he  excelled  all  others,  it  became 
“  them  to  tiy  whether  in  bravery  he  would  fhew 
himfelf  worthy  of  his  grand-father  ,Catumerus> 
“  Nor  was  it  any  ground  of  fhame  to  the  fon,  that 
“  his  father  had  never  violated  that  faith  towards 
cc  the  Romans,  which  with  the  approbation  of  the 
cc  Germans  he  had  fworn.  But  fhamelefly  and 
“  falfly  was  the  found  of  liberty  urged  by  thofe, 

“  who,  degenerate  in  their  own  lives,  and  deflruc- 
cc  tive  by  their  practices  to  the  public  weal,  placed 
cc  their  only  hopes  in  rending  their  country  by 
cc  civil  difeord."  The  King,  had  the  zeal  and  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  people,  and  in  a  great  battle  be¬ 
tween  thefe  holts  of  Barbarians,  he  acquired  the 
victory.  Thenceforward  he  became,  tranfported 
with  his  good  fortune,  grew  imperious,  and  was 
expelled,  but  again  reftored  by  the  forces  of  the 
Longobards  ;  and,  in  thefe  ftruggles  he  continued, 
as  well  by  his  luccefTes  as  misfortunes,  to  afflidt  the 
Cherufcan  irate. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Chaucians,  engaged 
now  in  no  domeftiediffentions,  and  animated  by  the 
death  of  Sanquinius  Governor  of  lower  Germany, 
made  incurfions  into  that  Province,  before  Corbulo 
arrived  to  fucceed  him^  For  their  leader  they  had 

Gannafcus, 
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Gannafcus,  of  the  country  of  the  Caninefates,  one 
who  had  long  ferved  the  Romans  amongft  their 
auxiliaries,  but  deferted,  and  following  the  practice 
of  pyracy,  infefted  the  neighbouring  coafts,  and 
above  all  terribly  ravaged  the  coafts  of  Gaul,  a  nati¬ 
on  whom  he  knew  to  be  rich  and  unwarlike.  But 
when  Corbulo  entered  the  province,  where,  in  this 
his  find  military  command,  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  eminent  future  glory,  he  difpatched  with  great 
diligence  the  galleys  down  the  Rhine,  and  the  other 
veflels  along  the  lakes  and  canals,  according  to  their, 
different  fizes  and  burden.  Thus,  having;  funk  the 
enemy’s  wherries,  and  put  Gannafcus  topflight,  he 
took  order  firft  for  fettling  effectually  the  ftate  of  the 
Province,  and  then  reftored  the  ancient  difcipline 
among  ft  the  Legions,  who  were  now  utter  fir  an  o-ers* 
to  military  toils  and  application,  and  had  been  long* 
employed  in  depredations  only.  Under  Corbulo  noj 
man  durft  ftir  from  his  rank,  none,  without  exprefs 
orders,  durft  attack  the  foe.  Accoutred  with  all 
their  arms,  they  were  forced  to  keep  guard  and  ftand 
Gentry ;  and  whatever  duties  they  performed,  under 
all  their  arms  they  performed  them.  It  is  even  re¬ 
ported,  “  That  he  punifhed  a  foldier  with  death, 
cc  for  digging  in  the  trenches  without  his  fword, 
“  and  another  for  being  there  armed  only  with  his 
dagger.”  Inftances,  in  truth,  of  feverity  without 
meafure ;  but  whether  forged  or  aggravated,  they 
ftill  owed  their  rife  to  the  rigid  fpirit  of  that  Captain  : 
lb  that  it  was  mamfeft  how  inexorable  in  flagrant 
enormities  he  muft  be,  who  was  thought  capable  of 
fuch^ unrelenting  afperity  for  offences  fo  fmall. 

-  terror,  however,  affe&ed  the  army  and  the 
enemy  different  ways ;  by  it  the  Romans  increafed 
in  bravery,  and  the  ferocity  of  the  Barbarians  was 
abated.  Hence  the  Frizians,  who  after  their  re¬ 
bellion,  begun  with  the  defeat  of  Lucius  Aprofiius, 
had  continued  in  hoftility,  or  in  uncertain  and  faith-  ; 

lefs 
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lefs  allegiance,  fent  us  new  hoftages,  and  fettled 
themfelves  in  the  territory  afligned  them  by  Corbulo. 
Over  them  he  inftituted  a  Senate,  Magiflrates,  and 
Laws  ;  and,  to  enfure  their  fubjedlion,  amongft 
them  planted  a  garrifon.  He  likewife  difpatched 
proper  perfons  to  follicit  the  Chaucians  to  fubmiflion, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  by  guile  to  affail  Gannafcus, 
The  fnare  fucceeded  ;  neither  did  the  practice  of 
fnares  towards  a  deferter,  one  who  had  broke  his 
faith,  debafe  the  Roman  magnanimity.  Yet,  by  his 
affafti nation,  the  minds  of  the  Chaucians  were  en- 
flamed,  and  by  it  Corbulo  furnifhed  them  with  mat¬ 
ter  of  rebellion.  Thus,  his  proceedings,  though 
applauded  by  many,  gave  umbrage  to  others. <c  Why, 
“  they  faid,  would  he  be  wantonly  exciting  a  peo- 
“  pie  to  arms  ?  Upon  the  Commonwealth  muff 
<c  light  all  the  difafters  of  the  war ;  but,  if  fuccefs 
44  attended  him,  then  would  fuch  a  fignal  Com- 
44  mander  prove  terrible  to  the  quiet  of  the  State, 
44  and,  to  a  daftardly  Prince,  infupportable.”  Hence 
Claudius  became  fo  thoroughly  bent  againft  all  fur¬ 
ther  irruptions  into  Germany,  that  he  ordered  him 
to  lead  back  all  the  Roman  forces  over  the  Rhine. 

Corbulo  was  already  encamping  in  the  enemy’s 
country,  when  thefe  orders  were  delivered  him ; 
and  though  many  different  apprehenfions  at  once 
overwhelmed  his  fpirit,  his  dread  of  the  Emperor, 
the  fcorn  of  the  Barbarians,  the  derifion  of  the  Al¬ 
lies  ;  yet  without  uttering  more  than  that,  44  happy 
44  were  the  Roman  Captains  of  old,  ”  he  ordered 
the  retreat  to  be  founded.  However,  to  prevent  the 
foldiers  from  relapfing  into  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  he 
employed  them  in  digging  a  Canal  three  and  twen¬ 
ty  miles  long  between  the  Meuie  and  the  Rhine  ; 
by  it  to  open  a  receptacle  for  the  high  tides,  and 
prevent  inundations.  The  Emperor  neverthelefs 
allowed  him  the  decorations  of  Triumph,  though 
he  had  denied  him  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

Shortly 


r-  M 


mam 


Book  XI.  OF  TACITUS.  I? 

Shortly  after,  the  fame  honour  was  conferred  on 
Curtius  Rufus,  who,  in  the  territory  of  the  Mattia- 
cians  had  opened  fome  filver  mines,  a  fource  of 
fmall  advantage,  nor  of  long  continuance  ;  but  to 
the  Legions  it  created  eminent  labour  and  damage, 
as  they  were  forced  to  cut  deep  fluices,  and  toil  un¬ 
der  the  earth  at  works  which  even  in  open  air  are 
hard  and  rigorous.  The  foldiers  therefore,  over¬ 
come  by  thefe  hardfhips,  and  perceiving  that  the 
fame  drudgeries  were  exacted  from  them  in  feveral 
Provinces,  wrote  fecretly  to  the  Emperor,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Armies  befought  him,  “  that 
“  whomfoever  he  intended  for  the  Command  of 
ic  the  Legions,  he  would  firft  reward  them  with  the 
“  triumphal  honours.” 

Concerning  the  original  of  Curtius  Rufus,  who 
by  fome  is  reprefented  as  the  fon  of  a  Gladiator,  I 
fiiould  be  forry  to  publifh  a  falfe  account,  and  I  am 
alfo  tender  of  recounting  that  which  is  true.  As 
foon  as  he  was  grown  to  a  man,  he  followed  a  Ro~ 
man  Quaeftor  into  Africa  ;  and,  at  the  City  of  Adru- 
metum,  while  he  walked  under  the  piazza,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  the  vifion  of  a  woman  above 
human  fize  appeared  before  him,  and  accofted  him 
with  thefe  words  ;  “  Thou,  Rufus,  art  one  who 
“  Ihalt  hereafter  come  into  this  Province  with  Pro- 
tc  confular  authority.”  Infpired  with  hopes  from  this 
prefage,  he  returned  to  Rome,  where,  by  the  largef- 
fes  of  his  friends,  and  the  vigour  of  his  own  fpirit, 
he  gained  the  Quaeftorfhip  ;  and  Handing  afterwards 
for  the  office  of  Praetor  againffi  the  feveral  candidates 
of  the  Nobility,  carried  it  by  the  intereft  of  Tiberius, 
who,  as  a  fhade  to  the  fordidnefs  of  his  birth,  gave 
him  this  encomium  ;  “  To  me  Curtius  Rufus  feems 
<v  to  be  descended  from  himfelf.”  After  this,  al¬ 
ways  a  fervile  flatterer  of  thofe  above  him,  arrogant 
to  his  inferiors,  and  perverfe  to  his  equals,  he  lived 
to  a  great  age,  arrived  to  the  Confular  power,  the 

honours 
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honours  of  Triumph,  laftly  to  the  Government  of 
Africa  ;  and,  dying  there,  fulfilled  the  fatal  prefage* 
^  About  the  fame  time  Cneius  Novius  a  Roman 
Knight,  was  difcovered  armed  with  a  dagger  in  the 
throng  of  thofe  who  were  paying  their  court  to  the 
Prince  ;  but,  upon  what  motives,  was  no  wife  ap¬ 
parent  then,  nor  ever  afterwards  learnt.  For  though, 
when  rent  by  the  rack,  he  at  laft  confelTed  his  own 
defign,  his  accomplices  he  never  difclofed  ;  whether 
he  would  not,  or  had  none,  is  uncertain.  Under  the 
fame  Confuls  it  was  moved  by  Publius  Dolabella, 
“  that  a  public  entertainment  of  Gladiators  fhould 
“  be  yearly  exhibited  at  the  charge  of  fuch  as  ob- 
“  tained  the  office  of  Quaetfors.”  An  office,  which 
in  the  days  of  our  anceflors  was  only  the  price  of 
virtue ;  and  indeed  to  every  Roman,  if  he  confided 
in  his  own  qualifications,  it  was  free  to  fue  for  every 
Magiftracy ;  nor  was  want  of  years  held  any  ob- 
ftrudlion,  but  that  fome,  even  in  their  early  youth, 
might;  become  Confuls  and  Di&ators.  As  to  the 
Quaeflorfhip,  it  was  as  ancient  as  our  Kings,  as  is 
manifeff  from  the  Law  Curiata,  revived  by  Lucius 
Brutus ;  and  the  power  of  chufing  Quaeftors  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  Confuls,  till  the  people  would  afiiime 
the  conferring  of  that  honour  alfo.  So  that  Va¬ 
lerius  Potitus  and  ^Emilius  Mamercus,  the  firff  po¬ 
pular  Quaeftors,  were  created  twenty-three  years 
after  the  expulfion  of  the  Tarquins,  and  appointed 
to  attend  the  armies ;  upon  the  multiplication  of 
bufinefs,  two  more  were  afterwards  added,  to  offici¬ 
ate  at  Rome.  After  a  long  interval,  all  Italy  being 
now  tributary,  and  large  revenues  growing  from  the 
Provinces,  the  number  was  doubled.  Sylla  next, 
in  order  to  fill  the  Senate,  upon  which  he  had  de¬ 
volved  the  authority  of  adjudging  caufes,  created 
twenty  ;  and  though  the  Equeftrian  Order  had  fince 
recovered  the  decifion  of  fuits,  yet  the  Quahlorfhip 
continued  ftill  to  be,  by  the  rule  of  merit,  gratui- 
f  toufly 
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toufly  granted,  till  by  this  motion  of  Dolabella,  it 
was  expofed,  as  it  were,  to  fale  by  auction. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Aulus  Vitellius  and  Lucius 
Vipfanius,  counfels  were  on  foot  about  fupplying 
the  vacancies  of  the  Senate  ;  and,  as  tne  Nobility 
of  that  part  of  Gaul  entitled  Comata,  had  long  fince 
acquired  the  didindfion  of  Confederates  and  Citizens 
of  Rome,  they  now  fued  for  a  common  participa* 
tion  of  her  offices  and  honours.  Hence  many  and 
various  were  the  reafonings  of  the  public  upon  thele 
their  pretenfions,  and  the  Prince  was  befetwith  op* 
pofite  parties  and  druggies.  He  was  told,  44  that 
44  Italy  was  not  fallen  io  low,  but  to  her  own  Ca- 
44  pital  (he  could  furnifh  a  fupply  of  Senators.  Of 
44  old  her  natives  only,  they  who  were  of  the  fame 
44  blood  with  the  Romans,  fufficed  for  fuch  re- 
<c  cruits  to  the  Roman  State.  Nor  was  there  any 
44  pretence  to  condemn  or  amend  the  inditutions  of 
44  the  ancient  Republic,  a  Republic  which  infpired 
44  her  Citizens  with  fuch  noble  manners,  that  the 
?4  fpirit  and  adfions  of  the  old  Romans  were  dill 
44  urged  as  venerable  patterns  of  virtue  and  glory 
44  to  us  their  poderity.  Was  it  not  fufficient  that 
44  already  the  Venetians  and  Infubrians  had  invad- 
44  ed  the  Senate,  uniefs  a  hod  of  foreigners  too 
44  be  introduced,  like  an  ydablifhment  of  captivity 
44  and  conqued  ?  After  this,  what  dignity  would  re- 
44  main  to  the  native  Nobility  ?  What  means  of 
44  preferment  to  any  poor  Senator  of  Latium  ?  By 
44  thefe  opulent  Gauls  all  public  honours  would  be 
44  engroffed,  men  whofe  fathers  and  fore-fathers- 
44  were  at  the  head  of  hoflile  nations,  (laugh tered 
44  our  Armies,  and  at  Alefia  bedewed  the  deified 
44  Julius;  indances  thefe  of  later  days  ;  but  more 
44  horrible  to  recount  were  the  ravages  of  the  antient 

_  t  O 

44  Gauls,  who  with  impious  hands  demolifhed  the 
44  great  Roman  Altar,  and  defaced  the  Capitol. 
44  They  might,  in  truth,  enjoy  dill  the  title  of  Ro~ 

44  man 
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44  man  Citizens;  but,  let  not  the  glory  of  the  Fathers, 
44  let  not  the  luftre  of  the  Magiftrates  be  proftituted, 
**  and  rendered  the  purchafe  and  fpoil  of  nations.,, 

The  Emperor  was  little  affefted  by  thefe  and  the 
like  allegations,  but,  having  prelently  anfwered 
thofe  who  made  them,  fummoned  the  Senate,  and 
fpoke  thus.  “  The  anceftors  of  my  family,  and 
44  the  oldeft  of  them,  Attus  Claufus,  who,  though 
44  a  Sabine  born,  was  at  once  adopted  a  Roman 
44  Citizen,  and  enrolled  in  the  number  of  Patricians, 
44  furnifh  me  with  a  lelfon,  that  with  parallel  rriea- 
44  fares  I  ought  to  maintain  the  Commonwealth, 
44  by  transferring  to  ourfelves  all  men  of  fignal  me- 
44  rit  where- ever  found.  For,  I  am  not  ignorant, 
44  that  from  Alba  we  had  the  Julii,  from  Camerium 
44  the  Corruncani,  and  the  Porcii  from  Tufculum. 
44  But,  to  avoid  the  detail  of  ancient  and  Angle 
44  adoptions,  were  not  the  Nobles  of  Etruria,  the 
u  Nobles  of  Lucania,  nay,  thofe  of  all  Italy,  called 
44  into  the  body  of  the  Senate  ?  At  laftour  city  and 
44  her  privileges  became  bounded  only  by  the  Alps  ; 
<4  infomuch  that,  befides  the  admiflion  of  particu- 
44  lars,  whole  States  and  Nations  became  ingrafted 
44  into  the  Roman  name.  We  had  then  folid  peace 
44  at  home,  and  our  arms  and  reputation  flourifhed 
44  abroad,  when  the  nations  on  the  other  fide  the 
44  Po  were  prefented  with  the  rights  of  Citizens  ; 

44  and  when,  under  the  guife  of  planting,  out  of 
44  the  Legions,  Colonies  all  over  the  earth,  and  by 
44  incorporating  with  thefe  our  Colonies  the  moft 
44  powerful  of  the  natives,  we  thence  fupported  and 
44  renewed  our  own  exhaufted  ftate.  Do  we  regret 
44  that  the  BaJbi  were  tranfplanted  to  us  from  Spain, 

44  or  men  equally  illuftrious  from  the  Narbon  Gaul ; 

44  they  whofe  dependents  remain  yet  with  us,  nor 
44  yield  to  us  in  their  love  of  this  our  common 
44  country  ?  What  proved  the  bane  of  the  Spartans 
44  and  Athenians,  States  fo  potent  in  arms  and  con- 

44  quells. 
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“  quefts,  but  that  they  held  for  aliens  whomfoever 
«  they  conquered  ?  Much  greater  was  the  wifdom 
of  Romulus,  our  founder,  a  Prince  who  faw  fe- 
«  veral  people  his  enemies  and  his  citizens,  in  one 
«  and  the  fame  day.  Even  over  us  Romans  fo- 
«  reigners  have  been  Kings  \  and,  to  commit  Ma- 
«  giftracies  to  the  children  of  freedmen,  is  no  hi¬ 
ts  novation,  as  many  erroneoufly  fuppofe,  but  a 
primitive  practice  of  the  old  Roman  people, 
“  But,  it  feems,  we  have  had  wars  with  the  Gauls. 
*s  What  is  the  confequence  \  Have  the  Volfcians, 
«  have  the  Equians  never  borne  arms  again#  us,? 

It  is  true,  our  Capital  has  been  taken  by  the 
«<  Gauls ;  but  by  the  Tufcans  we  have  been  forced 
“  to  give  hoftages,  and  by  the  Samnites  to  pafs  un- 
«  der  a  gibbet.  However,  upon  a  review  of  all  our 
wars,  none  will  be  found  more  quickly  conclud¬ 
es  ed  than  thofe  with  the  Gauls  ;  and  ever  fince 
“  has  enfued  a  peace  never  interrupted,  and  faith- 
ss  fully  obferved.  They  are  linked  with  us  in  pri¬ 
st  vate  manners,  in  civil  and  military  accomplifh- 
st  ments,  and  domeftic  alliances  ;  and  in  this  con¬ 
st  jundlion  with  us  let  them  rather  introduce  among# 
ss  us  their  gold  and  abundance,  than  enjoy  them 
*s  without  our  participation.  All  the  things,  Con¬ 
st  fcript  Fathers,  which  are  now  held  mo#  ancient 
“  in  our  State,  were  once  new  :  the  Plebeian  Ma¬ 
ss  gi#rates  were  later  than  the  Patricians ;  the 
st  Latin  Magiftrates  later  than  the  Plebeian  ;  thofe 
ii  of  other  nations  in  Italy  came  after  the  Latin : 
the  prefent  admiflion  of  the  Gauls  will  alfo  wax 
old ;  and  what  is  this  day  fupported  by  examples, 
will  itfelf  hereafter  become  an  example.” 

By  a  Decree  of  the  Fathers,  which  followed  this 
fpeech,  the  Eduans  fir#  acquired  the  right  of  ad- 
miffion  into  the  Senate  s  the  reward  this  of  their 
ancient  confederacy  with  Rome,  and  as  they  only  of 
all  the  Gauls  are  entitled  the  Brethren  of  the  Roman 

people* 
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people.  About  the  fame  time,  all  the  ancient  Sena  ¬ 
tors,  with  fuch  whofe  fathers  had  fuftained  fignal 
offices  in  the  State,  were  by  Claudius  affiumed  into 
the  clafs  of  Patricians.  For,  of  all  the  families  who 
by  Romulus  we  re  named  the  older  Nobility ,  or  of  thofe 
lidded  by  Lucius  Brutus,  and  called  the  younger ,  there 
were  few  remaining.  Even  fuch  whom  Czefar  the 
Dictator  by  the  Caffian  Law,  and  mch  whom  the 
Emperor  Auguflus  by  the  Senian  Law,  had  created 
Patricians,  were  now  extinct.  As  thefe  reformations 
made  in  the  State  by  Claudius,  in  quality  of  Cenfor, 
were  acceptable  to  the  public,  he  proceeded  in  them 
with  great  alacrity ;  yet,  how  to  degrade  from  the 
Senate  thofe  who  were  of  infamous  characters,  held 
him  fome  time  in  fufpence ;  but,  as  he  determined 
to  apply  rather  a  new  and  tender  expedient,  than  to 
purfue  the  rigorous  example  of  antiquity,  he  warn¬ 
ed/them,  cc  to  confult  their  own  qualifications,  and 
then  afk  leave  to  refign  their  order;  a  requeft 
“  eafily  to  be  obtained,”  and  then  he  promifed, 
“  to  name  them  as  perfons  removed  by  abdication, 
“  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  pronounce  others 
“  judicially  expelled  ;  that  thus  the  credit  of  a  mo- 
“  deft  and  voluntary  refignatioh,  might  foften  and 
“  hide  the  infamy  of  expulilon  by  the  judgment  of 
“  the  Cenfor.”  For  thefe  regulations,  the  Conful 
Vipfanius  propofed,  “  that  Claudius  fhould  be  call- 
u  ed  th  e  Father  of  the  Senate for  that,  the  name  of 
“  Fail  er  of  his  Ctuntry  was  a  common  title;  and 
u  his  extraordinary  benefits  to  the  Commonwealth 
ought  to  be  diftinguifhed  with  no  ordinary  ap- 
6<  pellations  but  the  Emperor  thought  the  flattery 
extravagant,  and  checked  the  Conful.  He  then 
numbered  the  Citizens,  who  in  that  furvey  amount¬ 
ed  to  fix  millions,  nine  hundred  thoufand.  From 
this  time  he  remained  no  longer  a  ftranger  to  his  do- 
metric  reproach,  but  was  brought  to  hear  and  pu¬ 
ll  ifih  the  abominations  of  his  wife  5  whence  was  to 
-  i  arife 
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arife  a  new  paffion,  and  an  incefluous  marriage  with 
his  niece. 

Mefialina  now  difdaining  her  daily  adulteries,  as 
too  eafy  and  common,  was  abandoning  herfelf  to 
the  gratifications  of  luff  never  before  deviled  ;  when 
Silius  too,  by  a  fatal  intoxication,  or  judging  that 
the  dangers  hanging  over  him  were  only  to  be  avert¬ 
ed  by  dangerous  remedies,  urged  to  her,  44  that  all 
44  difguifes  muft  now  be  caff  off,  for  they  were 
44  gone  too  far  to  venture  waiting  for  the  death  of 
44  the  Emperor.  To  none  but  the  guiltlcls  were 
44  unblameable  counfels  adapted.  In  glaring  guilt 
44  determined  intrepidity  was  the  only  refource. 
44  They  had  accomplices  at  hand,  fuch  as  dreaded 
44  the  lame  doom ;  and  for  himfelf,  he  was  fingle, 
44  childlefs,  ready  to  marry  her,  and  to  adopt  Bri- 
44  tannicus  :  to  Mefialina  ihould  hill  remain  her 
44  prelent  power ;  and  certain  fecurity  would  abide 
44  both,  if  they  prevented  Claudius,  one  fo  ealily 
44  circumvented,  but  fo  prone  withal  to  vengeance. ” 
Thele  words  were  but  coolly  received  by  Mefialina, 
from  no  love  to  her  husband  ;  but  {he  feared  that 
Silius,  when  he  had  gained  the  Sovereignty,  would 
fcorn  his  old  adulterels  ;  and  the  treafon,  which,  to 
avoid  his  prefent  peril,  he  now  recommended, 
would  then  be  conlidered  and  repaid  according  to 
its  genuine  value.  She,  however,  coveted  the  fame 
of  this  ftrange  matrimony,  purely  for  the  enormous 
meafure  of  infamy  ;  which  to  fuch  as  are  abandoned 
to  debauchery,  is  the  laft  improvement  of  voluptu- 
oufnefs.  Neither  {laid  {he  longer  than  till  Claudius 
went  to  Oflia,  to  afiiil  at  a  facrifice  there,  and  then 
celebrated  her  new  Nuptials  with  all  the  ufual  fo- 
lemnities. 

I  am  well  aware  how  fabulous  it  will  appear,  that 
fuch  blind  fecurity  fhould  poilefs  any  human  heart, 
much  more  that  a  Conful  eledl,  fhould,  in  a  city 
informed  of  all  things,  and  congealing  nothing, 

dare 
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dare  to  marry  the  Emperor’s  wife,  at  a  Hated  day, 
witnefies  called  to  fign  the  contrail,  with  a  declara¬ 
tion  inferted  that  by  it  children  were  intended ;  that 
the  Emperor’s  wife  fhould  efpoufe  another  husband 
in  form,  hear  the  folemn  words  of  the  Augurs 
facrifice  foiemnly  to  the  Gods,  celebrate  with  him 
in  a  gieat  company  the  nuptial  Feafts,  and  in  the 
prefence  of  all  exchange  kifTes  and  embraces,  and 
pafs  the  night  in  the  confummation  of  conjugal  joys. 
Yet  I  frame  no  fi£Hon,  to  excite  wonder,  but  only 
relate  what  from  the  living  or  written  teflimony  of 
our  fathers  I  have  learned. 

Horror  feizcd  the  Prince’s  family,  efpecially  thofe 
who  had  the  chief  fway,  who  dreaded  a  Revolution  ; 
and,  uttering  no  longer  their  indignation  in  fecret, 
they  ftormed  aloud,  “  That  while  the  Emperor’s 
“  bed-chamber  was  polluted  by  a  player,  high  re- 
“  proach  was  in  truth  incurred,  but  dilTolution  no 
“  wbe  threatened  the  State.  At  prefent  a  youn-r 
“  man  of  the  prime  Nobility,  in  the  beauty  of  his 
perfon  furpailing  all  men,  of  a  fpirit  vigorous  and 
“  capable,  and  juft  entering  upon  the  C’onfulfhip, 
“  was  purfuing  views  much  higher;  nor  was  it  any 
riddle,  what  fuch  a  marriage  tended  to  produce.” 
It  is  true,  when  they  recollefted  the  ftupidity  of 
Claudius,  his  blind  attachment  to  his  wife,  and  the 
many  lives  facrificed  to  her  fury,  their  own  appre- 
henfions  difmayed  them.  But  again,  even  the  paf- 
five  fpirit  of  the  Emperor  revived  their  confidence, 
that,  if  they  could  firft  poflefs  him  with  the  horrid 
blacknefs  of  her  crimes,  fhe  might  be  difpatched 
without  trial ;  or,  if  file  obtained  to  be  heard,  and 
even  confefled  her  guilt,  they  might  yet  flop  his  ears, 
and  fruftrate  her  defence. 

But  firft  it  was  in  agitation,  whether  ftill  todiflem- 
ble  her  paft  enormities,  and  by  fecret  menaces  de¬ 
ter  her  from  her  league  with  Silius.  This  was  a  pro¬ 
ject  propofed  by  the  principal  freedmen,  by  Calliftus, 

6  whom 
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whom  in  relating  the  affaffination  of  Caligula,  I 
have  already  mentioned,  by  Narciffus,  who  plotted 
the' facrifice  of  Appius,  and  by  Pallas,  then  the  reign¬ 
ing  favourite ;  but  a  project  afterwards  dropped,  as 
from  alarming  MelTalina  they  apprehended  their  own 
doom.  Pallas  was  faint-hearted,  and  Calliftus,  a 
courtier  in  the  laft  reign  alfo,  had  experienced,  that 
power  was  fupported  more  lecurely  by  wary  meafures, 
than  by  daring  counfels.  Narciffus  peddled  in  his 
purpofe,  with  this  difference  only,  that  The  fhould 
be  by  no  words  of  his  pre- acquainted  with  the  ac~ 
cufation  or  the  accufer.  Thus,  watching  all  oc- 
calions,  while  the  Emperor  lingered  at  Oflia,  he 
prevailed,  by  girts  and  promifes,  with  two  courte¬ 
zans,  to  undertake  the  accufation ;  fmce,  as  they 
were  the  chief  miffreffes  of  Claudius,  the  freedman 
urged  to  them,  “  That  by  the  fall  of  his  wife,  their 
“  own  authority  would  become  predominant.” 


on  -x.v/uu  ui  i i ainiig  at  uie  jc.mperors 
feet,  cried  out,  “  That  MelTalina  had  married 
**  Smus,  and  at  the  lame  time  afked  Cleopatra, 
who  purpofely  attended  to  atteft  it,  “  Whether 
“  Ihe^  had  not  found  it  to  be  true  1”  Claudius,  upon 
a  conlirmation  from  Cleopatra,  ordered  Narciffus  to 
be  called.  He,  when  he  came,  begged  pardon,  that 
he  had  concealed  her  adulteries  with  VeSius,  and 
tiiofe  with  r  lautius  j  nor  meant  he  now,  he  laid, 
14  to  urge  againit  her  any  of  her  adulteries,  nor  even 
“  that  th?  Emperor  fhould  reclaim  his  palace,  his 
4C  Haves,  and  the  other  decorations  of  his  Imperial 
fortune.  3^et  her  adulterer  ftill  enjoy  even  thefe  ^ 
let  him  only  break,  the  nuptial  tables,  and  reffore 
“  the  Emperor  hh  wife.  KnoWeft  thou,  Ckefar, 
that  thou  tii  t  in  a  iiui.e  o»r  divorce  ?  it  is  what  all 
“  mea  ka°w,  the  people,  and  Senate,  and  foldiery, 
anu,  if  thou  majcelf  not  dilpatch,  her  new  hus- 
“band  is  Sovereign  of  Rome. 

Vol.  II.  C  Hc 
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He  then  fent  for  his  moft  trufty  friends,  particu¬ 
larly  for  Turranius,  Superintendant  of  the  ffores, 
next  for  Lufius  Geta,  Captain  of  the  Praetorian 
Guards,  and  propofed  t'he  queftion  to  them.  As  they 
vouched  it  to  be  true,  all  the  reft  contended  in  cla¬ 
mour  and  importunity,  that  he  fhould  forthwith  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Camp,  fecure  the  Praetorian  Cohorts, 
and  confult  his  prefervation  before  his  revenge.  It 
is  certain,  that  Claudius  was  confounded  with  fuch 
a  degree  of  dread,  that  he  inceffantly  afked. 

Whether  he  were  yet  Emperor  ?  Whether  Silius 

was  Pill  a  private  man  V’  As  to  Meffalina,  j(he 
never  wallowed  in  greater  voluptuoufnefs  ;  as  it  was 
then  the  middle  of  Autumn,  in  her  houfe  fhe  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  reprefentation  of  the  vintage.  The  wine- 
prefles  were  plied,  the  wine-vats  flowed,  and  round 
them  danced  women  begirt  with  fkins,  pracliling 
the  frantic  agitations  of  the  drunken  facrificers  to 
Bacchus.  She  herfelf,  with  her  hair  loofe  and  flow-  „ 
ing,  held  a  Thyrfus  and  waved  it,  accompanied  by 
Silius,  who  was  crowned  with  ivy,  his  legs  in  bus¬ 
kins,  and  brandifhing  his  head  ;  and  about  him  re¬ 
velled,  in  wanton  poftures,  the  chanting  choir  of 
mock  Priefts.  It  is  reported,  that  Vecftius  Valens, 
having,  in  a  frolic,  vaulted  to  the  top  of  an  exceed¬ 
ing  high  tree,  was  afked,  v/hat  he  beheld,  and  an- 
fwered,  “  a  ftorm  from  Qftia.”  Whether  he  in  truth 
faw  a  troubled  fky,  or  fpoke  at  random,  it  proved 
in  effedl  a  true  prefage. 

For,  it  was  no  longer  a  rumour  only,  but  mef- 
fengers  were  hourly  arriving  with  tidings,  “  That 
“  Claudius  was  apprized  of  all,  and  approached, 
«  bent  upon  vengeance.”  Meffalina  therefore  be¬ 
took  herfelf  to  the  Gardens  ofLucullus  ;  and  Silius, 
to  diffemble  his  fear,  refumed  the  offices  of  the  Fo¬ 
rum.  As  all  the  reft  fled  different  ways,  the  Centu¬ 
rions  caught  and  bound  them,  fome  abroad,  lome 
in  private  places,  as  faff  as  they  could  difcover  them. 
r  "  Mef- 
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Meflalina,  however  bereft  of  refources  under  fuch 
weighty  calamity,  yet  formed  no  daftardly  purpofe, 
even  that  of  meeting  her  husband,  and  moving  him 
by  her  prefence,  an  expedient  which  had  often  proved 
her  protection.  She  likewife  ordered  that  Britanni- 
cus  and  Octavia  Ihould  go  forth  and  embrace  their 
father  ;  and  befought  Vibidia,  the  oldeft  Veftal,  to 
intercede  with  the  chief  Pontiff,  and  implore  his 
mercy.  She  herfelf  the  while  wandered  on  foot  all 
along  the  City,  attended  only  by  three  perfons  (fo 
fuddenlyhad  her  whole  train  forfaken  her  in  difgrace) 
and  then,  in  a  cart  employed  to  carry  dirt  from  the 
Gardens,  took  the  road  to  Oftia,  but  found  no  foul 
to  pity  her,  as  the  deformity  of  her  abominations 
had  prevailed  over  all  commiferation. 

The  Emperor  was,  notwithftanding,  poffeffed 
with  no  lefs  affright  ;  for,  he  could  not  intirely  rely 
on  the  faith  of  Geta  Captain  of  his  guards,  a  man 
equally  fickle  to  embaik  in  deflgns  honourable  or 
bafe.  Narciffiis  therefore,  in  concert  with  thofe  who 
entertained  the  fame  fears  and  miftruff,  allured  the 
^mperoi ,  ^  hat  there  was  no  other  expedient  to 

preierve  him,  than  the  transferring  the  command 
of  his  guards  upon  one  of  his  freedmen,  for  that 
clay  only,  and  offered  himfelf  to  undertake  it. 
And,  that  Lucius  Vitdlius,  and  Publius  Largus  Cre- 
cina,  might  not,  upon  the  road  to  Rome,"  prevail 
with  Ciauuius  to  relent,  he  dented  leave  to  fit  in  the 
fame  coach,  and  took  it. 

1  here  was  afterwards  a  prevailing  report,  that 
though  the  Emperor  was  agitated  different  ways’ 
and  wavered  in  his  talk,  now  taxing  the  abomina¬ 
tions  of  his  wife,  then  recalling  the  endearments  of 
their  marriage,  and  the  tender  age  of  their  children, 
Vitellius  uttered  nothing  but,  “  Oh  heinous  !  oh 

the  iniquity  !  Narciffus,  in  truth,  laboured  to 
dnve  him  from  his  equivoques,  and  bring  him  to 
lome  exprefs  declaration,  but,  with  ail  his  labour. 
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gained  nothing:  Vitellius  ftilj  anfwered  indire&iy, 
in  terms  that  would  admit  of  any  conftrudHon,  and 
his  example  was  followed  by  Largus  Carina.  Te¬ 
hees,  Mefialina  was  already  in  light,  and  impor¬ 
tunately  cried,  that  he  would  hear  the  mother  of 
Odtavia  and  Bntannicus  ?  ?'5  To  drown  her  cries, 
the  accufer  (formed  aloud  againft  Silius,  and  her 
late  marriage,  and  delivered  at  the  lame  time  to 
Claudius  a  memorial,  reciting  all  her  whoredoms, 
thence  to  divert  him  from  beholding  her.  Soon  alter, 
as  the  Emperor  was  entering  Rome,  it  was  attempt¬ 
ed  to  prefent  him  his  children  by  her ;  but  NarcilTus 
ordered  them  to  be  taken  thence  ;  he  could  not, 
however,  force  away  Vibidia,  who  infilled,  with 
much  earneflnefs,  “  That  Caefar  would  not  fur- 
“  render  his  wife  to  ddlrudtion  without  admitting 
her  defence.”  So  that  NarcilTus  was  obliged  to 
allure  her,  that  tne  Prince  would  hear  JVleflalina, 
who  (hould  have  full  opportunity  of  clearing  herfelf, 
and  advifed  the  Veflai  to  retire,  and  attend  the  fo- 
lemnities  of  her  Goddefs. 

Wonderful,  during  all  this,  was  the  filence  of 
Claudius.  Vitellius  afFecled  aftonifhment,  and  the 
freedman  controuled  all  things.  By  his  command, 
the  houfe  of  the  adulterer  was  opened,  and  the  Em¬ 
peror  carried  thither,  where  firft  he  (hewed  him,  in 
the  porch,  the  Statue  of  Silius  the  father,  though 
the  fame  had  been  decreed  to  be  demolifhed  by  the 
Senate  ;  and,  within,  all  the  fumptuous  furniture 
belonging  to  the  Neros  and  Drufi,  now  the  price 
and  monuments  of  his  wife’s  proflitution,  and  of 
his  own  dilgrace.  Having  thus  inflamed  him,  and 
worked  him  up  to  threats  and  fury,  he  led  him 
ifreight  to  the  camp,  where  the  foldiers  being  al¬ 
ready  aflembled,  Claudius,  prompted  by  NarciiTus, 
made  them  a  (licit  fpeech  ;  for  the  eruptions  of  his 
difpleafure,  however  jufl,  were  refrained  by  (hame. 
Hence  inflantly  began  a  general  and  importunate 

clamour 
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clamour  for  the  names  and  doom  of  the  criminals, 
and  Silius  was  prefented  before  the  Imperial  Tribu¬ 
nal,  where,  neither  offering  any  prelent  defence, 
nor  endeavouring  to  procraftinate,  he  only  befought 
a  difpatch  of  his  doom.  The  like  paflion  for  fudden 
execution,  alfo  Simulated  leveral  illuftrious  Roman 
Knights.  Fie  therefore  commanded  Titius  Procu- 
ius,  given  by  Silius  as  a  guard  to  Meffalina,  Veftius 
Valens,  who  confeffed  his  guilt,  and  offered  to  dif- 
cover  others,  Pompeius  Urbicus  and  Saufellus  Tro- 
gus,  as  accomplices,  to  be  all  dragged  to  execution. 
On  Decius  Calpurnianus  too,  Pncfeft  of  the  watch, 
Sulpicius  Rufus,  Comptroller  of  the  Sports ;  and 
j uncus  Virgilianus,  the  Senator,  the  fame  pains  were 
inflidted. 

Mnefter  only  created  feme  hefltation  ;  he  tore 
off  his  garments  and  cried,  44  That  the  Emperor 
4  might  behold  upon  his  body  the  impreilions  of 
4  the  lafh ;  might  remember  his  own  commands, 
4  obliging  him  to  gratify  Meffalina  without  referve. 
4  Others  had  been  tempted  to  the  iniquity  by  great 
4  p  re  Cents  or  mighty  hopes  ;  but  his  offence  was 
4  only  owing  to  compulhon,  nor  would  any  man 
4  have  fooner  perifhed  had  Silius  gained  the  Sove- 
4  reignty.”  Thefe  coniiderations  affected  Claudius, 
anu  greatly  biaffed  him  to  mercy  ;  but  his  freedmen 
over-ruled  him  5  44  for  that  after  fo  many  illuftrious 
4  facrifices',  he  would  by  no  means  think  of  laving 
4  a  Player,  wnoie  crime  was  of  that  enormity,  that 
4  it  availed  not  whether  through  choice  or  force  he 
4  had  committed  it.”  As  final  1  effect  had  the  de- 
fence  of  I  rauius  Ivlontanus.  1  nis  was  a  youth  of 
fignal  modeffy  and  lovelinefs,  called  by  the  exprefs 
order  of  Meflalina  to  her  bed,  and,  after  one  nio-ht, 
ca.it  ofl  j  with  luch  equal  wantonnefs' was  her  paf- 
iion  furfeited  and  inflamed  !  To  Suilius  Cefoninus, 
anu  1  lautius  Lateranus,  their  lives  were  granted, 
to  the  laft  on  account  of  the  noble  exploits  of  his 

C  3  uncle  y 
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uncle  ;  the  other  was  protected  by  his  vilenefs,  as 
one  who,  in  the  late  abominable  revel,  had  profli- 
tuted  himlelf  like  a  woman. 

Mefiahna  v/as  the  while  in  the  Gardens  of  Lu- 
cullus,  Hill  flriving  to  prolong  life,  and  therefore 
compofing  Explications  to  the  Prince,  in  a  ffrain 
of  fome  hopes,  and  even  with  Tallies  of  refentment 
and  wrath.  Such  were  the  dwellings  of  her  pride, 
though  enccmpaffed  with  the  horrors  of  her  ap¬ 
proaching  fate.  In  truth,  had  not  Narciffus  hate 
tened  her  aflaffination,  the  doom  which  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  her,  would  have  rebounded  upon  his  own 
head.  For  Ciaudius,  upon  his  return  home,  having 
well  feafted  upon  the  rarities  of  the  feafon,  and 
becoming  jovial,  as  foon  as  he  became  warm  with 
wine,  ordered  them  4  to  go  and  acquaint  the  mifer- 
4  able  woman,’  (for  this  was  the  appellation  which 
he  is  laid  to  have  ufed)  4  that  to  morrow  fhefhould 
*  attend  and  plead  her  caufe.  ”  When  thefe  words 
were  reported,  as  his  refentment  alfo  vifibly  abated, 
and  his  wonted  affections  were  returning  ;  belklcs, 
fmee  the  impreflions  of  the  following  night,  and  of 
the  conjugal  chamber,  were  apprehended  as  the 
certain  eftedls  of  delay,  Narciteus  ran  haflily  forth, 
and  directed  the  Tribune  and  Centurions  then  at¬ 
tending  upon  duty,  6  to  difpatch  the  execution,  for 
4  fuch  was  the  Emperor’s  command.”  With  them 
he  fent  Evodus  of  the  freedmen,  as  a  watch  upon 
them,  to  fee  his  orders  ft r icily  fulfilled.  Evodus 
Jew  in  a  moment  to  the  Gardens,  and  found  her 
lying  along  upon  the  earth.  By  her  fat  her  mother 
Lepida,  who,  during  her  prosperity,  had  lived  in 
no  degree  of  unanimity  with  her,  but,  in  this  her 
deadly  diftrefs,  was  overcome  by  companion  for  her, 
and  now  perfuaded  her,  4  to  anticipate  the  execu- 
4  tioner  ;  the  courfe  of  her  life  was  now  finally  run, 
4  and  file  was  now  confined  to  one  only  purfuit,  of 
4  dying  with  renown.”  But  her  foul,  utterly  cor¬ 
rupted 


rupted  by  debauchery,  retained  no  relifh  of  glory,  j 

She  continued  bewailing  herfelfwith  tears  and  vain 
complaints,  till  the  loldiers  forced  the  doois.  I  he 
Trihuneftood  beforeher,  without  opening  his  mouth, 
but  the  freedman  abufed  her  unmeafurably,  with  all 

the  brutal  invedives  of  a  Have. 

She  was  then  firll  convinced  of  the  fate  that  hung 
over  her,  and,  laying  hold  on  the  Heel,  aimed  iirft 
at  her  throat,  then  at  her  bread,  but  while  an  irre-  j : 

folate  fpirit  and  a  quaking  hand  fruftrated  her  aim, 
the  Tribune  ran  her  through.  Her  corps  was  grant- 
ed  to  her  mother.  Claudius  was  yet  purfuing  his 
good  cheer,  when  tidings  were  carried  to  him. 

That  Meffalina  had  buffered  her  deftiny,”  but 
without  the  addition  of  particulars,  whether  by  her  | 

own,  or  another  hand  ;  neither  did  he  enquire  ;  he  | 

even  called  ior  a  bowl  of  wine,  and  proceeded  in 
the  ufual  gayeties  of  banquetring.  Nor  did  he,  in  f 

truth,  during  the  following  days,  manifeff  any  fymp- 
tom  of  deteftation  or  joy,  of  refentment  or  ladneis, 
nor,  in  fliort,  of  any  human  affedion  ;  unmoved 
by  beholding  the  accufers  of  his  wife  exulting  over 
her  death,  untouched  by  the  light  of  his  children  be¬ 
wailing  the  doom  of  their  mother.  The  Senate 
helped  him  to  forget  her,  by  decreeing,  c  That  from  | 

4  all  public  and  private  places  her  Name  fhould  be 
c  razed,  and  her  Pictures  and  Statues  removed.5 ? 

To  Narciffus  were  decreed  the  decorations  of  the 
Quaeftorfhip.  This,  however,  was  but  a  fmall 
monument  of  his  grandeur,  feeing  he  had  now 
exerted  an  inftance  of  power  fuperior  to  that  of 
Pallas  and  Calliffus,  an  inftance  juft  in  effed,  but 
from  whence,  in  time,  arofe  moft  pernicious  confe- 
quences,  as  the  deferved  punilhment  of  Meffalina 
proved  the  fource  of  flagrant  iniquities  which  efcap- 
ed  unpuniihed. 
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The  SUMMARY. 

C'-ntefts  among  ft  th>  Frcedmen  about  t'e  choice  of  a  wife 
for  the  Em  eror.  Agrippina,  his  own  niece ,  is  pre¬ 
fer  r  erj  and  the  marriage  decreed  lawful  by  t '  e  Senate. 
L*  SiJanus  kills  himfef  and  why.  Seneca  recalled 
from  hard  fame  t.  Cctavia,  the  daughter  f  Clau¬ 
dius,  betr  thedto  Nero,  hi f  wife  s  fen.  Deputies 
from  Earth  a  aiply  to  Rome  for  iVlehc  relates  to  le 
their  King.  He  is  ver  quijhed  in  battle  by  Gotarzes. 
Mithridates  tries  to  ga i n  the  K i ng  torn  of  Eoy  ties , 
without  iucceft.  He  is  carried  in  chains  to  Rom e. 
■Colli  a,  a  Lady  of  prime  quality ^  condemned  bj  the 
a rt  fees  ^Agrippina.  C 1  a  u  d  i  u  en  a i ges  ilxe  circ ui t 

cf  Rome :  IVho  they  were  that  did  jo  before  him . 
Nero  is  adopted  by  Claudius  for  his  Son.  A  colony 
jetiled  among ji  the  Uliana  He  Cattians  commit 
great  ravages  and  depredations 5  but  are  routed . 

V  ann  ius 
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V  arm  ius  Ki  >g  if  the  Sue  via  ns  driven  from  his  King - 
dan.  Pub.  Oftorius  /;zb  exploits  in  Britain:  A  victory 
gained  over  King  Caractacus  there.  Britannicus  the 
Emperor  s  Son ,  by  the  arts  of  Agrippina,  flighted 
and gojij  oned  to  Nero,  yf//  /A  mf l  faithful  dome- 
Jhes  removed  from  him .  Prodigies.  Dearth  of 
grain  at  K  me.  IVar  between  the  Armenians 
and  Iberians :  1  he  Romans  and  Parthians  take  diff  e¬ 
rent  farts  in  it.  Furius  Scribonianus  doomed  to 
e-.ile.  Pun  foment  decreed  agnn/i  Ladies  mar¬ 
rying  their  flaves  Commotions  in  fudaia.  Claudius 
caufes  a  naval  battle  to  be  repre/ented  upon  the 'lake 
Fucinus .  ll  rth  what  power  unlimited  he  invejled 
his  Comptrollers  in  the  provinces.  An  utter  exemption 
fnm  taxes  granted  to  the  I  fie  of  Coos ;  aljo  to  the 
City  of  Byzantium ,  a  rennjfion  of  tribute  for  five 
years.  Lepida,  a  lady  f  high  rank ,  doomed  to  die . 
Claudius  po  foned  by  procurement  of  his  wife  Agrip¬ 
pina.  Nero  her  Son  a  fumes  the  fovereignty. 

T7  P  O  N  the  execution  of  Meflalina,  dif- 
I  tradions  fhook  the  Prince’s  family,  as 
^  A  amongft  the  freedmen  a  ftrife  arofe,  which  of 
them  fhould  chufe  a  wife  for  Claudius,  one  impatient 
of  a  jingle  life,  and  always  abandoned  to  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  his  wives.  Nor  were  the  Ladies  animated 
by  lefs  emulation,  v/hilft  they  endeavoured  preferably 
to  recommend  their  own  quality,  wealth,  and  beauty, 
and  each  boafted  her  juft  claim  to  imperial  wedlock. 
The  chief  competition,  however,  lay  between  Lol- 
lia  Paullina,  daughter  to  Marcus  Lollius  a  Confular, 
and  Julia  Agrippina  the  daughter  of  Germanicus, 
the  latter  fupported  by  the  intered  of  Pallas,  the 
other  by  that  of  Calliftus.  But,  iEiia  Petina,  of 
the  Tuberonian  family,  had  the  countenance  of 
Narcifius,  For  Claudius,  as  he  was  now  bent  upon 
one,  then  upon  another,  and  always  led  by  his  lad 
ad  viler,  he  called  together  thefe  his  jarring  counfel- 

C  5  lors. 
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lors,  and  ordered  them  to  produce  their  feveral  pro- 
polals,  and  defend  them. 

Narciffus  alledged  44  his  former  marriage  with 
(c  Petina,  and  their  common  daughter  (for  by  her 
he  had  Antonia)  44  that  !uch  a  wife  would  never  ex- 
“  ercife  the  envious  fpirit  of  a  ftep-mother  towards 
“  Britannicus  and  Octavia,  in  blood  fo  nearly  allied 
“  to  her  own  children.”  Calliftus  argued,  44  that, 
“  to  recall  her,  after  fo  long  a  didike  and  divorce, 
“  would  be  the  very  means  to  heighten  her  indig- 
<‘(t  nation  and  pride.  Lollia  would  be  a  much  more 

eligible  match,  who  having  no  blue  of  her  own, 
cc  was  void  of  every  motive  of  emulation  to  his, 
<£  but  would  ufe  thefe  her  ftep-children  with  the 
“  tendernefs  of  a  real  mother.”  Pallas  chiedyrecom- 
mended  Agrippina  from  thefe  considerations.  That, 
4i  with  her  fire  would  bring  the  grandfon  of  Germa- 
“  nicus,  and  was  herlelf  worthy  of  imperial  for- 
4C  tune,  noble  in  her  defeent,  and  a  proper  band 
“  to  unite  together  to  pofterity  the  Claudian  family  ; 
tc  that  fhe  was  of  tried  fruitfulnefs,  and  in  the 
44  prime  of  her  age;  fo  that  by  this  match,  would 
44  be  prevented  her  carrying  into  another  houfe  the 
44  blood  and  fplendor  of  the  Caefars.” 

Thereafonings  ofPallas  prevailed,  enforced,  as  they 
were,  by  the  allurements  and  careffes  of  Agrippina, 
who  under  fhewofeonfanguinity,  was  affiduousin  her 
vifits  to  her  uncle,  and,  though  hitherto  fhe  was  only 
preferred  to  others,  and  not  yet  his  wife  ;  fhe  already 
exercbed  the  power  of  one.  For,  as  foon  as  fhe,  had 
fecured  her  own  marriage,  fhe  was  framing  higher 

1  O  o  S 

purpofes,  and  concerting  a  match  between  Domitius, 
her  foil  by  Cneius  iEnobarbus,  and  Octavia,  the 
Emperor’s  daughter,  a  defign  which  without  iniqui¬ 
ty  could  not  be  accomplifhed,  became  the  Emperor 
had  betrothed  Octavia  to  Lucius  Si] anus,  a  youth  of 
fignal  quality,  whom  Claudius  had  diflinguifhed 
with  the  triumphal  ornaments,  and,  by  the  popular 

mag- 
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magnificence  of  an  entertainment  of  gladiatois  111 
his  "name,  recommended  to  the  notice  and  f  avoid 
ot  the  people.  But  nothing  appeared  mlui mountable 
to  the  und deeming  fpirit  of  a  Prince,  who  had  no 
judgment,  nor  choice,  nor  aver  lion,  but  luch  as 
were  infufed  and  managed  by  others. 

Vitellius  therefore,  who  forefaw  into  whofe  hands 
the  fovereignty  was  haftening,  to  purchafe  the  ia~ 
vour  of  Agrippina,  became  engaged  in  her  coumelsy 
and,  under  the  plaufible  name  of  Cenfor  covering 
his  own  ferviie  fallities,  began  to  devife  crimes 
againfi  Silanus,  whofe  filler  junia  Silana,  a  young 
lady  gay  and  beautiful,  had  not  long  before  been 
the  daughter-in-law  of  Vitellius.  Hence  he  took 
the  fcource  of  the  accufation  and  wrefled  to  a 
charge  of  mcefl  the  mutual  affection  or  brother  and 
filler,  an  affedlion  no  wife  incefluous,  however  too 
free  and  unguarded.  The  Emperor  Iiflenecl  to  the 
charge,  as  his  fondnefs  for  his  daughter  rendered  him 
the  more  prone  to  entertain  fufpicions  againfi  his 
ion-in-law.  Silanus,  unapprized  of  any  machina¬ 
tions  againfi  him,  and  happening  to  be  Praetor  that 
year,  was  all  on  a  hidden,  by  an  edidl  of  Vitellius, 
degraded  from  the  rank  of  a  Senator,  notwitnfland- 
big  that  the  Senate  was  reviewed,  and  the  number 
fixed  a  good  while  before.  Claudius,  at  the  fame 
time,  withdrew  his  alliance,  and  Silanus  was*  even 
compelled  to  renounce  his  magiflracy ;  infomuch 
that  his  Praetorfhip,  which  of  courfe  expired  next 
day,  was  for  that  day  conferred  upon  Eprius  Mar- 
cellus. 

During  the  confulfhip  of  Caius  Pompeius  and 
Quintus  Veranius,  the  contradl  of  marriage  between 
Claudius  and  Agrippina,  v/as  already  afeertained 
hy  the  public  voice,  and  indeed  by  their  own  crimi¬ 
nal  commerce.  They  durft  not  however  celebrate 
the  nuptials,  as  there  was  ilo  inftance  of  ail  uncle’s 
taking  to  wife  his  brother’s  daughter,  Befides,  it 
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was  evidently  inceftuous,  and  if  that  confideration 
were  defpifed,  it  was  apprehended  that  fome  aveng¬ 
ing  calamity  might  fall  upon  the  ft  ate.  Thefe  fears 
c.-nd  delays  continued,  till  Vitellius  undertook  to 
accomplifh  it,  by  his  own  dexterity.  He  afked 
the  Emperor,  44  whether  he  would  fubmit  to  the 
express  pleafure  of  the  people,  and  to  the  autho- 
i4  ritycf  the  Senate; 33  Claudius  anfwered,  44  that  he 
himfelf  was  one  of  the  people,  and  could  not 
cc  withftand  the  voice  and  confent  of  them  all.3’ 
Vitellius  then  defired  him  to  continue  within  the 
pr^ace,  and  went  himfelf  to  the  Senate,  where, 
after  a  folemn  declaration,  that  he  had  fomewhat 
to  communicate  of  the  higheft  importance  to 
the  commonwealth,  he  demanded  leave  to  be 
heard  before  any  other;  then  alledged,  44  that 
“  the  exquifite  and  inceftant  labours  of  the  Prince, 
“  even  thofe  of  governing  the  world,  called  for  al- 
u  levation  and  Support,  luch  as,  relieving  him  from 
“  domeftic  cares,  might  leave  him  at  full  leifure 
“  to  attend  the  intereft  of  the  whole.  What,  in 
44  truth,  was  a  more  worthy  confolation  to  the 
“  fpirit  of  a  Cenfor,  than  that  of  a  wife  a  fharer 
44  in  his  crofles  and  profperity,  one  in  whom  he 
44  could  repofe  his  moft  fecret  thoughts,  and  the  care 
44  of  his  tender  infants?  For,  as  to  the  ways  of 
44  fenfuality  and  voluptuous  pleafures,  he  had  never 
44  followed  them,  but  from  his  early  youth  ,prac- 
44  tifed  ftriCt  obedience  to  the  laws.33 

After  this  plauhble  introduction,  which  he  found 
received  by  the  Senate  with  mighty  fycophancy  and 
applaule,  he  again  proceeded;  44  that  feeing  they  all 
44  with  Gne  mouth  perfuaded  the  Prince  to  marry, 
44  a  Lady  muft  be  chofen  fignal  in  her  defeent,  of 
44  diftinguiihed  fruitfulnefs,  and  religioufiy  virtuous; 
<4  nor  for  thefe  qualifications  needed  there  be  long 
44  fearch,  fmee  Agrippina,  in  the  illuftrioufnefs 
4  of  her  race,  excelled  all  others,  had  given  proofs 

of 
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“  of  her  fruitfulnefs,  and  was  endowed  with  fuitable 
“  purity  of  manners.  It  was  indeed  a  happy  cir- 
«  cumifance,  that  through  the  providence  of  the 
cc  Gods,  the  proved  then  a  widow,  that  . the  Prince 
cc  might  take  her  to  his  bed  without  violating 
“  that  of  another,  he  who  had  ever  confined 
“  himfelf  to  his  own  wives.  They  had  heard 
“  from  their  fathers,  nay,  themfelves  had  feeii, 
cc  that  Ladies  were  ravifhed  from  their  huibands, 
“  at  the  luff  and  command  of  the  Caefars;  a 
u  proceeding  far  from  the  moderate  fpirit  of  the 
prefent  government,  when  the  Emperor  even 
“  eftabiifhed  a  precedent  by  what  authority  Princes 
ought  hereafter  to  marry.  But,  amongif  us 
46  it  teemed  an  innovation  to  marry  our  brother’s 
“  daughters,  which  yet  is  a  ufage  frequent  in 
“  other  nations,  nor  by  any  law  forbidden  to  ours. 

The  intermarriage  of  coufin-germans  was  a 
“  practice  long  unknown,  yet  in  time  waxed  fre- 
“  quent.  Cuftoms  were  to  be  fuited  to  exigencies, 
cc  and  this  very  novelty  was  one  of  thofe  things. 
“  which  would  toon  be  followed  and  pra&ifed.” 

There  were  feveral  Senators  who  declared  with 
contending  zeal,  “  that  if  the  Emperor  lingered 
tc  longer,  they  would  compel  him,”  and  rufhed 
warmly  out  of  the  Senate.  The  mixed  multitude 
were  likewife  afiembled,  and  proclaimed  with 
ftiouts,  c<  that  the  fame  was  the  voice  and  demand 
«  of  the  Roman  people.”  Nor  did  Claudius  delay 
any  further,  hut  proceeded  to  the  Forum,  there  to 
receive  in  perfon  their  acclamations,  and  thence 
entering  the  Senate,  required  “  a  decree  to  le- 
“  mtimate  for  ever  the  marriages  between  uncles 
“  and  their  brothers  daughters.”  But  notwith- 
Itanding  the  law,  no  man  was  found  addicted  to 
this  kind  of  alliance,  except  Titus  Alledius  Seve- 
rus,  a  Roman  Knight,  and  he  only,  as  many  be¬ 
lieved,  in  court  to  Agrippina.  From  this  moment. 
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the  city  aflumed  a  different  face,  and  ail  men 
tamely  obeyed  a  woman,  one  who  did  not,  like 
Meffalina,  render  the  Roman  Statfe  fubfervient  only 
to  her  wantonnefs  and  amours,  but  over  iteftablifhed 
a  complete  and  mafculine  bondage.  Her  carriage 
in  public  was  fevere,  often  haughty;  at  home 
fhe  indulged  no  impurity,  unlefs  where  the  fame 
ferved  the  purpofes  of  her  fv/ay ;  and  for  a  guife  to 
her  in  fat  i  ate  paffion  for  money,  fhe  pretended  the 
fupport  of  the  fovereignty. 

On  the  day  of  the  nuptials,  Silanus  dew  himfelf; 
whether  he  had  thus  long  entertained  hopes  of  life, 
or  invidioufly  chofe  that  day  to  accumulate  public 
hate  upon  his  perfecutors.  His  filler  Calvina  was 
banifhed  Italy,  and  to  her  fentence  Claudius 
added  an  injunction  to  the  Pontifs,  4  that,  accor- 
4  ding  to  the  infiitution  of  King  Tullus,  they  fhould 
4  offer  expiatory  facrifices  at  the  grove  of  Diana 
a  fource  of  mockery  to  all  men,  that  penal¬ 
ties  and  luflrations  for  inceft  fhould  be  devifed  at 
fuch  a  conjuncture,  when  inceft  was  eftabfifbed  by 
law.  For  Agrippina;  that  ft  le  might  not  be 
diftinguifhed  and  notorious  only  for  the  blacknefs 
of  her  deed,  fne  obtained  for  Annaeus  Seneca  a 
revocation  from  exile,  and  with  it  the  Pmetorfhip, 
favours  which  fine  fuppofed  would  prove  well  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  public,  on  account  of  his  fmgal  elo¬ 
quence  and  accompliftiments ;  betides  her  views 
to  the  education  of  her  foil  Domitius  under  fuch  a 
mafter,  and  to  the  ufe  of  his  counfels  for  acquiring 
him  the  Empire.  For  Seneca,  fhe  believed, 
would  continue  faithfully  attached  to  her  from  ties 
of  gratitude,  and  in  fecret  enmity  to  Claudius, 
through  refentments  of  his  fufferings. 

It  was  now  thought  expedient  to  proceed  with¬ 
out  further  delay,  and  Memmius  Pollio,  Conful 
eleCl,  was  gained,  by  vaft  promifes,  to  move  the 
Senate,  that  Claudius  might  be  befought  6 4  to 
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“  betroth  Octavia  to  Domitius,”  a  match  not  un- 
fui table,  indeed,  to  the  equality  of  their  ages,  but 
introductory  to  the  higheil  views.  Pollio  moved  it 
much  in  the  fame  words  with  thofe  lately  ufed  by 
Vitellius  ;  Odtavia  was  betrothed,  and  Domitius, 
befides  his  former  confanguinity  with  the  Emperor, 
becoming  alfo  his  fon-in-law,  was  railed  to  a  parity 
with  Brltannicus,  an  elevation  derived  from  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  his  mother,  and  from  the  devices  of  thofe 
who  having  been  the  accufers  of  Meffalina,  dreaded 
the  vengeance  of  her  fon. 

I  have  before  related  that  Embaffadors  from  the- 
Parthians  were,  fent  to  Rome,  to  demand  Meher- 
dates  for  their  King  :  they  were  at  this  time  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Senate,  where  they  opened  their  em- 
balfy  to  this  efFedl ;  c  That  they  came  not  to  feek 
4  the  violation  of  treaties,  which  they  were  aware 
6  fub filled  between  us  and  them  ;  nor  as  revokers 
4  from  the  family  of  the  Arfacides,  but  to  call  home 
4  the  fon  of  Vonones,  the  grandfbn  of  Phrahates, 

4  as  their  deliverer  from  the  tyranny  of  Gotarzes, 

4  equally  infhpportable  to  the  nobility  and  people, 

4  Already  he  had  utterly  butchered  his  own  brothers, 

4  and  his  relations,  and  already  extended  the  fame 
4  cruelty  to  diilant  nobles  and  places ;  to  their 
4  daughter  he  was  daily  adding  that  of  their  wives 
4  and  tender  children,  fome  of  them  yet  unborn* 
4  He  was  a  Haggard  in  peace,  and  of  wretched  for- 
4  tune  in  war,  but  would  with  adls  of  cruelty  dif- 
4  guife  his  daflardly  fpirit.  With  us  the  Parthians- 
4  had  an  ancient  friendfhip,  founded  upon  public 
4  leagues  ;  and  it  behoved  us  to  fuccour  thefe  our 
4  allies,  in  flrength  great  as  ourfelves,  and  only  in 
4  reverence  yielding  to  us.  It  was  true,  the  fons  of 
4  their  Kings  were  given  as  pledges  to  the  Romans  ^ 
c  but  therefore  only  given,  that  when  the  govern- 
4  merit  of  Parthia  became  grievous,  they  might 
4  have  recourfe  to  the  Emperor  and  Senate,  for  a 

4  King 
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‘  King  improved  by  the  Roman  manners,  and  thence 
1  worthier  of  the  throne.’ 

When  they  had  alledged  theie  and  the  like  argu¬ 
ments,  Claudius  made  a  ipeech  concerning  the 
grandeur  of  tne  Pvomans,  and  the  deferences  ever 
paid  to  the  fame  by  the  Parthians  ;  and  equalling 
himfelf  with  the  deiried  AuguAus,  reprefented  that 
from  him  alfo  they  had  fought  a  King.  He  omitted 
to  mention  Tiberius,  though  he  too  had  fent  them 
Kings.  Upon  Meher dates  (who  was  prefent)  he 
bellowed  proper  admonitions,  ‘  not  to  confider  his 
4  government  as  a  lawlefs  domination,  nor  his  peo- 


ph 


as  Haves. 


but  to  remember  himfelf  and  them 


c 

* 


in  the  tender  relation  cf  magiicrate  and  fellow 
citizens  ;  to  cultivate  jufiice  and  clemency,  blef- 
fings  unknown  to  Barbarians,  and  thence  the  more 
c  likely  to  pleafe  them.”  Then  turning  to  the  em- 
bafladors,  he  enlarged  upon  the  praifes  of  the  young 
Prince,  c  as  one  educated  in  the  Roman  difcipline, 
c  himfelf  of  diftinguifhed  modefty,’  yet  advifed  them, 
to  bear  with  the  humours  of  their  Kings,  for  in 
frequent  changes,  they  could  never  find  their  in- 
tereft.  For  the  Roman  State,  it  was  arrived  to  a 
fatiety  of  glory,  infomuch  that  file  itudied  the 
‘  repofe  hkewife  of  foreign  Nations/  It  was  there¬ 
fore  given  in  commilTion  to  Caius  Cafiius  governor 
of  Syria,  to  conduit  the  young  King  to  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates. 

This  Caffius  iiirpaffed  all  thofe  of  that  time  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  laws  ;  for,  in  a  long  and  ge¬ 
neral  recefs  from  war,  the  military  arts  were  forgot, 
and,  during  a  fettled  peace,  no  difference  appears 
between  the  dafiardly  and  the  brave.  Yet  he  fedu- 
foully  exercifed  the  legions,  carefully  revived  the 
ancient  difcipline,  as  lar  as  without  war  the  fame 
could  be  revived,  and  ailed  with  the  fame  care  and 
circumfpeition,  as  if  a  formidable  enemy  had  been 
at  hand.  Such  conduit,  he  thought,  became  the 

jenown 
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renown  of  his  anceftors  and  the  Cafliart  family,  a 
family  celebrated  evenamongfl  thofe  nations.  He  now 
encamped  at  Zeugma,  a  place  where  the  river  is  moft 
paflable,  and  having  called  together  thofe  by  whofe 
advice  a  King  was  fought  from  Rome,  as  foon  as 
the  Parthian  chiefs,  and  with  them  Agbarus  King 
of  the  Arabs,  were  arrived,  he  reprefented  to  Me- 
herdates,  “  that  the  Barbarians,  in  the  firft  fallies 
“  of  their  fpirit,  were  always  violent,  but  cooled 
“  by  delays,  or  warped  into  treachery ;  fo  that,  it 
44  behoved  him  to  accelerate  the  execution  of  his 
44  enterprife.”  This  good  counfel  was  fruftrated  by 
the  fraud  of  Agbarus,  who  detained  the  young  King 
many  days  at  the  city  of  EdefTa,  yet  unexperienced, 
and  believing  that  the  elTence  of  Royal  fortune  was 
placed  in  luxury  and  riot.  So  that,  though  Car- 
rhenes  prefled  them  by  meflengers,  and  afliired  them, 
that  fuccefs  was  certain,  if  they  advanced  with  fpeed, 
yet  they  negledfed  entering diredfly  intoMefopotamia, 
though  they  were  jufl:  upon  its  borders,  but  chofe, 
by  a  long  circuit,  to  march  to  Armenia,  an  unfea- 
fonable  march,  for  winter  was  already  begun. 

As  they  defended  into  the  plains,  wearied  with 
the  deep  fnow  and  fteep  mountains,  Carrhenes 
joined  them  with  his  forces.  Thence  they  palled 
the  Tigris,  and  eroded  the  country  of  the  Adiabeni- 
ans,  Izates  their  King  having  publicly  efpoufed  the 
interefl  of  Meherdates,  though  fecretly  his  inclina¬ 
tions  were  more  Imcertly  attached  to  Gotarzes.  In 
pafling  the  river,  they  took  the  city  Ninos,  the  an¬ 
cient  feat  of  the  Aflyrian  Empire,  as  alfo  the  caftle 
of  Arbela,  fo  renowned  in  ftory,  for  that  the  laft 
battle  between  Darius  and  Alexander  was  there 
fought,  and  by  it  the  Monarchy  of  Perfla  diflolved. 
Gotarzes  the  while  was  facrificing  upon  mount  Sam- 
bulos  to  the  Gods  of  the  place.  Amongft  thefe  Her¬ 
cules  is  principally  adored,  who,  at  (fated  times, 
is  wont  to  warn  the  priefls  in  a  dream,  64  to  pre- 
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pare  hirn  horfes  equipped  for  hunting,  and  place 

them  by  the  temple  ;  and  thefe  horfes,  as  foon 
as  they  have  fixed  upon  them  certain  quivers  fluffed 
with  arrows,  gallop  off  and  fcour  the  forefls,  nor 
return  till  night,  their  arrows  all  fpent,  and  them- 
felves  exhauffed  and  blowing.  Again,  the  God,  in 
another  viiion  of  the  night,  defcnbes  to  the  priefls 
the  feverai  tracls  of  tne  woods  where  he  had  ranged, 
and  in  them  are  found  fcattered  up  and  down,  the 
beaffs  by  him  hunted  down  and  {lain. 

As  the  forces  of  Gotarzes  were  not  yet  fufficiently 
ftrengthened,  he  ufed  the  river  Corma  for  a  rampart, 
and  thougn  daily  by  infults  and  heralds  challenged 
to  battel,  he  {Till  procr affiliated,  fhifted  ffations,  and 
employed  emiffaries  the  while  to  bribe  the  enemy, 
-and  wean  them  from  their  plighted  faith  ;  infomuch 
Aat  frit  Izates,  leader  or  the  Adiabenians,  pre¬ 
sently  after  Agbarus  King  of  the  Arabs,  went  off 
.with  both  their  armies  ;  a  defertion  agreeable  to  the 
native  ficklenefs  of  thofe  barbarous  people,  and  even 
to  their  ufual  policy.  W e  have  learned  too  by  fe¬ 
verai  trials,  that  they  would  rather  afk  a  King  from 
Rome,  than  be  governed  by  him.  Meherdates,  thus 
bereft  of  thefe  powerful  allies,  and  apprehending 
treafonable  purpofes  in  thofe  who  continued,  deter¬ 
mined,  as  his  only  remaining  refource,  to  commit 
the  iffue  to  chance,  and  rifque  a  battle  ;  nor  did 
Gotarzes  refufe  it,  who  was  grown  refolute  as  his 
enemy  was  become  weak.  The  conflict  was  great 
and  bloody,  and  the  event  long  in  fufpence,  till 
Carrhenes,  having  overthrown  all  that  oppofed  him, 
purfuing  his  victory  too  far,  was  furrounded  in  the 
rear  by  a  body  of  referve.  This  blow  utterly  blafted 
all  the  hopes  of  Meherdates,  who  therefore  trailing 
to  the  faith  and  promifes  ofParrhaces,  a  dependant 
of  his  father’s,  was  by  the  traitor  delivered  in  bonds 
to  the  conqueror.  Gotarzes  difowning  him  for 
a  kinfman,  or  one  of  the  family  of  the  Arfacides,” 

but 
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but  reviling  him,  as  “  a  foreigner  and  a  Roman, ^ 
ordered  him  to  live  with  his  ears  cut  oft,  as  a  vain 
inftance  of  his  own  clemency,  and  towards  us  a 
monument  of  fcorn.  A  diieafe  foon  after  carried 
oft'  Gotarzes  ;  and  Vonones,  then  governor  of  Me¬ 
dia,  was  called  to  the  throne,  a  Prince  diftinguifhed 
by  nothing  memorable,  fortunate  or  diia  rrous  ;  his 
reign  was  fhort  and  inconliderable,  and  the  ftate  of 
Parthia  devolved  upon  his  fon  VTlogefes. 

During  this,  Mithridates  of  Bofphorus,  fince  the 
lofs  of  his  territories,  wandered  from  place  to  place; 
but,  having  learnt  that  Didius,  the  Roman  com¬ 
mander,  was  thence  withdrawn  with  the  flrength 
of  his  army,  and  that  Cotys,  a  young  Prince  void 
of  experience,  was  left  in  his  new  kingdom  with 
only  a  few  cohorts  under  Julius  Aquila,  a  Roman 
Knight ;  he  flighted  both,  animated  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  people  to  arms,  drew  over  deferters,  and  hav¬ 
ing  thus  aftembled  an  army,  exterminated  the  King 
of  the  Dandarides,  and  feized  his  dominions.  Upon 
thefc  tidings,  and  an  apprehenlion,  that  he  would 
infta ntly  invade  Bofphorus,  Aquila  and  Cotys  dil- 
trufting  the  power  of  their  own  forces,  ana  being 
diverted  too  by  Zorfines  King  of  the  Siracians,  who 
had  again  taken  up  hoflile  arms,  had  recourfe  them- 
felves  to  foreign  aid,  and  dif patched  embaftadors  to 
Eunones  Prince  of  the  A  dor  nans.  Nor  was  it  hard 
to  accomplifh  this  alliance,  when  they  who  fought 
it,  represented  the  imperial  power  of  the  Romans, 
in  competition  with  Mithridates  a  vagabond  and  re- 
volter.  It  was  therefore  accorded,  that  Eunones 
1:4  fhould  make  head  with  the  cavalry,  and  the  Ro- 
44  mans  beiiege  the  towns.” 

The  army  was  then  formed,  and  marched  in  this 
order;  the  Adorfians  compofed  the  front  and  rear, 
the  cohorts  occupied  the  center,  with  thofe  of  Bof¬ 
phorus,  armed  like  Romans.  "Thus  they  difeom- 
filed  the  enemy,  and  arrived  at  Soza,  a  city  of  the 

' '  Dan- 
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Dandarides,  now  deferted  by  Mithridates,  but  in  it 

a  garriion  was  judged  proper  to  be  placed,  as  a 
:>rKiie  upon  the  doubtful  affe&ions  of  the  people 
Thence  they  proceeded  againd  the  Siracians,  and 
eroding  the  river  1  anda  begirt  the  city  of  Ufpes 
ltuated  upon  a  hill  and  well  fortified  with  walls  and 
moats,  only  as  the  walls  were  not  built  with  done, 
but  raifed  of  rows  of 'hurdles  with  earth  between 
they  were  unable  to  bear  an  affault;  moreover' 
againft  them  towers  were  ra ifed  high  enough  to  over- 
Took  them,  and  from  thence  the  bedeged  were  infeded 
with  flights  of  darts  and  flaming  torches,  and,  had 
not  night  parted  the  combat,  the  city  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  and  dormed  within  the  limits  of  a  day. 

Next  day  the  bedeged  fent  deputies  to  folicit,  that 
t0  i  rr6  habitants  their  lives  might  be  fpared, 
and  offering,  as  an  atonement,  ten  thoufand  flaves ; 
conditions  rejected  by  the  conquerors,  fince  the  maf- 
faenng  of  luch  as  were  furrendered  to  mercy  would 
have  been  inhuman  ;  and  to  fecure  fuch  an  hod  of 
pn  oners,  extremely  difficult.  It  was  therefore 
deemed  the  founder  counfel  to  exercife  the  right  of 
war,  and  put  all  promifcuoufly  to  the  fword  5  hence 
to  tne  foldiers,  who  already  mounted  the  walls,  the 
ignal  of  daughter  was  given.  \  he  overthrow  of 
Uipes,  and  the  doom  of  its  inhabitants,  terrified 
their  neighbours,  who  now  believed  that  nothing 
could  be  fecure  or  impregnable  againd  the  Romans, 
hnce  arms  and  bulwarks,  heights  and  faftnefles, 
deep  rivers  and  fortified  towns,  were  with  equal 
bravery  vanquifhed  by  them.  Hence  Zorfines,  af¬ 
ter  long  deliberation,  whether  dill  to  adhere  to  the 
defperate  fortune  of  Mithridates,  or  confult  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  own  paternal  crown,  at  lad  preferred 
the  inteied  of  his  date,  and  having  delivered  hof- 
tages,  came  and  prodrated  himfelf  before  the  image 
of  Claudius,  to  the  fignal  glory  of  the  Roman  army, 
who  had  advanced,  in  a  courfe  of  victory  without 

blood. 


blood,  within  three  days  journey  of  the  river  Tanais. 

In  their  return,  the  fame  fortune  did  not  attend 
them  ;  for,  certain  veflels,  as  they  failed  back,  were 
caft  by  a  florm  upon  the  coalis  of  theTaurians, 
and  by  thefe  Barbarians  lurprized,  who  flew  the  lea¬ 
der  of  a  cohort  and  moll  ot  the  centurions. 

Mithridates  the  while,  now  defHtute  of  all  refource 
from  arms,  was  devifing  to  what  quarter  he  fhould 
have  recourfe  for  mercy.  His  brother  Cotys  he 
dreaded,  as  one  who  had  formerly  betrayed  him, 
and  became  afterwards  his  open  enemy.  Among!! 
the  Romans  in  thofe  parts  there  was  none  whole 
authority  and  engagements  could  much  avail  him.  b 

To  Eunones  therefore  he  determined  to  apply,  as 
one  who  bore  him  no  perfonal  hatred,  and,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  late  alliance  with  us,  a  Prince  of  prevail¬ 
ing  credit.  Thus,  in  a  countenance  and  equipage 
fuitable  to  his  prefent  defolate  plight,  he  entered 
the  palace,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  the  feet  ofEu- 
nones,  4  I  am  Mithridates,  fays  he,  the  fame  who 
4  have  been  chafed  and  perfecuted  by  the  Romans 

4  for  fo  many  years  through  fea  and  land ;  behold 

5  me  before  you,  of  my  own  choice.  Ufe  accord - 
4  ing  to  your  pleafure  a  defcendant  of  the  great 
c  Achasmenes;  it  is  the  only  advantage  of  which  my 
4  enemies  have  not  bereaved  me.” 

Eunones  was  affe&ed  with  the  iliuftrious  quality' 
of  the  man,  with  the  lad  recollection  of  his  for-  I 

tune,  and  his  magnanimous  manner  of  application. 

He  railed  him  up,  and  praifing  him  for  havino- 
thrown  himfelf  upon  the  friendlhip  of  the  Adorfians^  f 

and  chofen  him  as  a  mediator  for  pardon,  dif- 
patched  embafladors  to  Claudius  with  letters  to 
this  purpofe.  4  T  he  alliances  of  the  Roman  Emper-  |l 

4  ors  with  the  Kings  of  other  mighty  nations,  were  j 

4  firft  founded  upon  a  fimilitude  of  their  fortunes; 

4  his  own  with  Claudius  was  alfo  confirmed  by  a  f 

4  joint  victory.  But,  all  wars  were  then  conclud- 


4&  T  H  E  A  N  N  A  L  S  Book  XII. 

‘  ed  with  moft  glory,  when  they  ended  in  oar- 
t  tf.le  yanqiufhed.  In  this  manner  was 

Zorhncs  lately  treated,  beaten,  but  deprived  of 
nothing.  Mtthri dates  it  was  true,  had  'offended 
‘  more  gnevoufly:  Hence  for  Mithridates  he  nei¬ 
ther  befought  new  power  or  his  former  kingdom, 
but  only  an  exemption  from  capital  punifhment, 
and  from  the  ignominy  of  being  led  in  triumph.” 
Claudius,  though  always  benevolent  to  iliu- 
v  ltrious  foreigners,  was  yet  at  a  lois  whether  it  were 
more  advileable  to  receive  the  captive  on  terms  of 
mercy,  or  to  have  him  by  force  of  arms.  For  this 
lalt  there  pleaded  the  lenfe  of  injuries,  and  the 
gratification  of  revenge.  But  again#  it  was  alledged, 

1  hat  the  war  was  to  be  undertaken  in  countries 
Wild  arid  tracklefs,  upon  a  fea  boifferous  and 
6  defritute  of  havens,  again#  fierce  and  warlike 
c  F-ings,  again#  rambling  and  vagabond  nations.; 
wheie  the  foil  was  indigent  and  barren,  where 
hafty  meafures  would  be  dangerous,  procra#i- 
nation  vexatious  and  wearilom;  fmall  would  be 
'  glory  in  victory,  much  infamy  in  a  defeat. 

4  1  he  Emperor  ought  therefore  readily  to  embrace 
‘  the  overture,  and  agree  to  fpare  his  life ;  he  was 
indigent,  and  an  exile,  and  the  longer  he  enjoyed 
6  his  deiolate  life,  fo  much  the  feverer  would"  be 
his  bufferings .  T.  hefe  conhderations  convinced 
Claudius,  and  he  writ  to  Eunones,  6  That,  in 
4  truth,  Mithridates  had  merited  the  puniffment 
4  of  death,  nor  wanted  he  power  to  infli#  it ;  but 
4  he  chofe  to  follow  the  rule  of  our  anceftors,  who, 

4  as  they  purfued  obftinate  enemies  with  unrelenting 
c  rigour,  treated  the  fupplicant  with  equal  bene- 
4  volence.  As  to  triumphs,  they  were  only  to  be 

4  acquired  by  the  conque#  of  entire  kingdoms  and 
c  nations.” 

Mithridates  was  thence  delivered  to  Junius 
Cilo,  the  Imperial  Procurator  in  Pontus,  and  by 

him 
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him  carried  to  Rome,  where,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Emperor,  he  is  faid  to  have  fpoke  with  more 
haughtinefs  than  fuited  with  the  abje&nefs  of  his 
fortune ;  for,  as  the  fame  was  reported  abroad, 
he  thus  expreft'ed  himfelf.  44  I  am  not  brought 
4  back  to  thee,  Caefar,  but  of  my  own  choice  have 
4  returned;  or,  if  thou  doft  not  believe  me,  difmifs 
4  me,  again,  then  try  to  recover  me.”  Moreover, 
when  he  was  expofed  at  the  Roftrum,  to  the 
view  of  the  people,  and  encompaffed  with  guards, 
his  countenance  continued  perfectly  undaunted. 
To  Cilo  were  decreed  the  Confular  ornaments, 
and  to  Aquila  thofe  of  the  Pnetorfhip. 

During  the  fame  Confuls,  Agrippina,  ever  im¬ 
placable  in  her  hate,  and  enraged  at  Lollia,  for 
having  difputed  with  her  a  right  to  the  Emperor's 
bed,  framed  crimes  againft  her,  and  fuborned  an 
accufer,  v/ho  charged  her,  4  with  dealings  with 
4  the  Magicians  and  Chaldaeans,  and  even  confult- 
4  ing  the  Oracle  of  the  Clarian  Apollo  concerning 
4  that  match."  Claudius,  without  hearing  her  in  her 
own  defence,  after  a  long  preface  to  the  Senate, 
concerning  the  fignal  fplendor  of  her  birth,  44  that 
4  by  her  mother  fhe  was  niece  to  Lucius  Volufius, 

4  Cotta  Meflalinus  her  great  uncle,  herfeif  formerly 
4  married  to  Memmius  Regulus,"  (for  of  her 
marriage  with  Caligula  he  purpofely  faid  nothing) 
added,  4  that  fhe  purfued  pernicious  devices  againft 
4  the  commonwealth,  and  mu  ft  be  divefted  of 
4  the  means,  and  opportunities  of  iniquity  and  trea- 
4  fon,  her  eftate  be  confifcated,  and  herfeif  banifhed 
4  Italy."  Thus,  of  all  her  immenfe  wealth,  only 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  were  allotted  her.  Calpur- 
nia  too,  another  illuftrious  Lady,  was  doomed  to 
ruin,  becaufe  the  Prince  had  praifed  her  beauty, 
though  from  no  paftion  for  her  perfon,  but  only  in 
occafional  difcourfe ;  a  confideration,  which  fo 
much  abated  the  fury  of  Agrippina,  that  her  punifh- 

ment 
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ment  was  on  this  fide  death.  To  Lollia,  a  Tri¬ 
bune  was  difpatched,  with  orders,  to  compel  her  to 
die.  Cadius  Rufus  was  likewife  condemned  for  ex¬ 
tortion,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Bithynians. 

To  the  province  of  Narbon  Gaul  it  was  now 
granted,  in  regard  of  the  diftinguilhed  reverence 
ever  by  them  paid  to  the  Senate,  that  to  Senators 
of  that  province  fhould  be  allowed  the  fame  privi¬ 
lege  with  thofe  of  Sicily,  of  vifiting  their  eftates 
there,  without  leave  asked  of  the  Prince  3  and  the 
countries  of  Ituria  and  Judaea,  v/ere,  upon  the  death 
of  their  Kings  Sohemus  and  Agrippa,  annexed  to 
the  government  of  Syria.  The  augury  too  of  divine 
protection,  which  for  five  and  twenty  years  had 
been  difufed,  was  judged  fit  to  be  revived,  and 
thereafter  regularly  obferved  3  and  the  Emperor  wi¬ 
dened  the  circumference  of  Rome,  by  virtue  of  an 
ancient  inftitution,  which  empowered  fuch  as  had 
extended  the  limits  of  the  empire,  to  enlarge  alfo 
the  bounds  of  the  city  3  a  right  which  yet  wasnever 
alTumed  by  any  of  the  Roman  captains,  though 
they  had  fubdued  mighty  nations,  before  Sylla  the 
Dictator,  and  the  deified  Auguftus. 

What  was  the  ambition  and  practice  of  our  Kings 
in  this  matter,  or  from  what  inftances  of  renown, 
the  diverfity  of  tradition  has  rendered  utterly  un¬ 
certain.  But  I  cannot  think  it  impertinent  to  fhew 
where  the  firit  foundations  began,  and  what  was  the 
circuit  fixt  by  Romulus.  Now,  from  the  Ox-mar¬ 
ket,  where  /till  is  feen  the  brazen  ftatue  of  a  bull, 
becaufe  by  that  animal  the  plough  is  drawn,  a  fur¬ 
row  was  cut  to  delcribe  the  boundaries  of  the  town, 
■and  extended  fo  as  to  include  the  great  Altar  of  Her¬ 
cules.  From  thence  certain  fpaces  were  left  marked 
at  proper  diftances,  with  f tones,  and  the  line  con¬ 
tinued  along  the  foot  of  Mount  Palatine  to  the 
Altar  of  Confus,  next  to  the  Curia  vetere^  thence 
Co  the  fmaii  Temple  of  the  Lares,  and  laffly  to  the 

great 
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great  Roman  Forum,  which,  as  well  as  the  Caoi- 
tol,  it  is  believed,  was  added  to  the  city,  not  by 
Romulus,  butbyTatius.  With  the  increafe  of  her 
empire  the  City  afterwards  continued  to  increafe,; 
and  what  were  the  boundaries  now  eftablifhed  by 
Claudius,  is  eafily  learnt,  as  they  are  inferted  in  the 
public  records. 

In  the  Confullhip  of  Caius  AntiRius  and  Marcus 
Suilius,  the  adoption  of  Domitius  was  difpatched  by 
the  prevalent  counfel  of  Pallas,  who,  as  he  had 
procured  the  match  for  Agrippina,  and  afterwards 
became  engaged  to  her  in  a  league  of  adultery,  and 
thence  wholly  addidled  to  her  intereR,  continually 
follicited  Claudius,  to  provide  for  the  exigency 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  fupport  the  infancy 
“  of  Britannicus  with  a  collateral  Ray.  Such  had 
cc  been  the  policy  of  the  deified  AuguRus,  who, 
though,  for  the  lupport  of  his  houfe,  he  hadgrand- 
children  of  his  own,  yet  had  diftinguifhed  With 
power  the  fons  of  his  wife,  Thus  too  Tiberius, 
“  notwithftanding  he  had  ifTue  of  his  own,  adopted 
“  Germanicus  ;  and  thus  he  alfo  Ihould  fortify him- 
fv,lf  with  the  aid  or  a  young  Prince,  fit  to  bea'r 
“  in  time  a  part  of  his  public  cares.”  To  thefe 
conliderations  Claudius  yielded,  and  adopted  Do- 
mi  tius  for  his  eideR  ion,  though  only  three  years 
older  than  his  ion,  declaring  the  adoption  to  the 
Senate  in  a  fpeech  of  the  very  fame  drain  with  that 
of  his  freedman  to  him.  It  was  noted  by  men  of 
observation,  that  never  was  any  adoption  made  be¬ 
fore  this  into  the  Patrician  family  of  the  Claudii, 
which  from  Attus  Claufiis  their  ArR  anceftor,  had 
ever  fubfifted  upon  its  own  fuccefllve  Rock.  , 

The  thanks  of  the  Senate  were  prefehted  to  the 
1  nnce,  but  conceived  in  drains  of  flattery  Rill  more 
exquiflte  towards  Domitius  ;  and  a  law  pafl'ed  de¬ 
creeing  his  aifiimption  into  the  Claudian  family, 
and  to  him  the  name  of  Nero.  Agrippina  was  alfo 
'VoL*1J*  D  die- 


proof,  he  ftill  retained  it. 

Now  Agrippina,  that  {he  might  even  to  diftant 
nations,  our  allies,  fignalize  her  power  at  Rome, 
procured  a  Colony  of  V eterans  to  be  fent  to  the 
capital  of  the  Ubians ;  a  town  in  which  {he  was 
born,  and  which  {he  called  by  her  own  name.  It 
had  alfo  been  the  lot  of  her  grandfather  Agrippa, 
when  that  people  came  over  the  Rhine,  to  receive 
them  under  the  protection  of  the  Romans.  At  that 
fame  time,  terror  filled  the  higher  Germany,  from 
the  approach  of  the  Cattians,  exerciling  as  they 
went  rapine  and  depredations.  Hence  Lucius  Pom— 
ponius,  the  Roman  General,  ordered  the  auxiliary 
Vangiones  and  Nemetaeans,  {lengthened  with  fome 
wings  of  horfe,  “  to  advance  againfl  thofc  bands 
«  of  robbers,  or,  if  they  found  them  {haggling,  to 
pour  in  upon  them  and  befet  them  by  furprize. 
The  vigour  of  the  foldiers  was  anfwerable  to  the 
fcheme  of.  the  commander;  feparating  themfelves 
into  two  bands,  that  which  marched  to  the  left,  en- 
ciofed  them  juft  returned  from  the  fpoil,  under  the 
effe&s  of  a  debauch,  and  funk  in  deep.  To  com- 
pleat  their  joy,  they  now  releafed  from  bondage 
fome  who  had  continued  in  it  ever  fince  the  maf- 
facre  of  Varus  and  the  Legions,  forty  years  before. 
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The  body  that  turned  to  the  right,  had  made  a 
Ihorter  march,  and  as  the  enemy  ventured  to  fight, 
a  greater  /laughter.  So  that,  laden  with  booty, 
and  covered  with  glory,  they  returned  to  mount 
Taunus,  where  Pomponius  waited  with  his  Legions, 
prepared  for  battle,  if  the  Cattians,  from  a  paffion 
for  revenge,  had  miniftered  occafion.  But,  as  they 
dreaded  being  aflaulted  on  every  fide,  here,  by  the 
Romans,  there,  by  the  Cherufcans,  with  whom  they 
have  inceflant  enmity,  they  difpatched  deputies  and 
hoftages  to  Rome.  To  Pomponius  was  decreed 
the  honour  of  triumph,  from  which,  however,  he 
derives  but  a  /lender  fhare  of  his  fundying  fame, 
fince  to  pofterity  he  is  peculiarly  known  in  the  fur- 
pafiing  excellence  of  his  Poems. 


It  was^  at  this  time  too  that  Vannius,  formerly 
created  King  or  the  Suevians  by  13 r ulus  Cas/ar,  was 
driven  from  his  kingdom.  In  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  he  lived  in  fignal  reputation,  and  in  popula- 
rity  with  his  people,  but,  intoxicated  with  lono- 
pofteffion  of  power,  grew  afterwards  imperious  ;  (b 
that  he  became  at  once  expofed  to  the  hate  and  hof- 
tilityof  his  neighbours,  and  to  a  combination  of  his 
own  fubjefts.  It  was  conducted  by  his  own  fitter's 
fons,  Vangio  and  Sido,  and  by  Vibillius  their  con¬ 
federate,  King  of  the  Hermundurians.  Nor  would 
Uaudius,  though  often  entreated,  engage  in  the 
quarrel  of  the  Barbarians ;  he  only  anfwered  the 
fuit  of  Vannius,  by  a  promife  of  a  fafe  refuge,  in 
caie  o.  expuluon,  and  writ  to  Publius  Palpelius  Hif- 
ter,  governor  of  Pannonia,  “  to  cover  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  with  the  Legion,  and  with  a  body  of 
auxiliaries  raifed  in  the  fame  province ;  in  order 
to  flicker  the  vanquiftied,  and  to  awe  the  con¬ 
querors  ;  left,  elated  byfuccefs,  they  might  ven- 
ture  alfo  to  difturb  the  quiet  of  the  Empire.”  For 
the  Ligians  and  other  nations  were  daily  arriving  in 
iwarms,  allured  by  the  fame  of  the  wealth  of  that 
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kingdom,  which  for  thirty  years  Vannius  had  been 
enriching  by  conftant  depredations  and  exactions. 
His  own  army  of  natives  were  foot,  and  his  horfe 
the  Jazigians  of  Sarmatia,  a  .force  unequal  to  the 
great  hoft  of  his  enemies.  Hence  he  determined 
to  confine  himfelf  to  bis  ftrong  holds,  and  protradl 
the  war.  But  the  Jazigians,  who  could  not  recon¬ 
cile  themfelves  to  the  refilraints  of  a  fege,  roamed 
round  the  adjacent  country,  and  being  powerfully 
aft ailed  by  the  Ligians  and  Hermundurians,  brought 
him  under  a  neceftity  of  fighting.  So  that,  iftuing 
from  his  fortreftes,  to  relieve  them,  he  was  over¬ 
thrown  in  battle,  but  with  this  praife,  notwithfland- 
ing  his  defeat,  that  with  his  own  hand  he  had  brave¬ 
ly  fought,  and  was  honourably  wounded  with  his 
face  to  the  foe.  He  then  fled  to  his  fleet,  which 
flaid  for  him  in  the  Danube,  and  was  loon  followed 
by  his  adherents,  who  were  fettled  in  Pannonia,  and 
portions  of  land  afligned  them.  Vangio  and  Sido 
parted  his  kingdom  between  them,  and  towards  us 
continued  in  fignal  fidelity,  paflionately  beloved  too 
by  their  fubje&s,  while  they  were  yet  acquiring  roy¬ 
alty,  and,  after  it  was  acquired,  more  vehemently 
hated,  perhaps  from  the  fickle  temper  of  the  people, 
perhaps  from  the  genius  of  fervitude. 

Now  Publius  Oftorius,  Proprietor  of  Britain, 
found  great  uproar  and  combuflion  theie  ,  for  the 
enemy  had  in  predatory  bands  bioke  into  iiie  ter¬ 
ritories  of  our  allies,  with  the  more  violence,  as  they 
fuppofed  that  a  new  General  would  not,  with  an 
army  which  he  had  never  proved,  and  in  tne  depth 
of  winter,  dare  to  make  head  againft  them.  But 
as  he  was  convinced  that  by  the  hrft  events  of  war, 
confidence  or  confternation  was  railed  in  an  enemy, 
he  led  forth  his  troops  againft:  them  with  great  Hid¬ 
den  ne  fis,  put  to  thelword  all  who  refilled,  and  ciole- 
ly  purfued  finch  as  were  broken,  fio  as  to  prevent 

their  rejoining.  And,  fince  a  peace  made  by  con- 
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ftraint,  and  thence  never  fincere,  could  enfure  no 
repofeto  the  General  nor  his  troops,  he  determined 
to  deprive  of  their  arms  all  fuch  as  he  fufpedfed,  and, 
by  the  means  of  forts,  to  confine  them  between  the 
rivers  Nen  and  Severn;  a  determination  thwarted 
ftrft  by  the  Icenians,  a  powerful  people,  who  having 
of  their  own  accord  become  our  confederates,  were 
weakened  by  no  invafion  nor  allaults  of  war  ;  they 
were  now  joined  by  the  bordering  nations,  an  army 
was  formed,  and  the  place  of  battle  chofen,  a  place 
defended  by  a  ditch,  and  the  approach  to  it  fo  nar¬ 
row  as  not  to  be  pafTable  by  the  horfe.  The  Roman 
General,  though,  without  the  fupport  of  the  Legi¬ 
ons,  he  only  led  fome  focial  troops,  yet  drew  up  to 
itorm  thefe  ruftic  fortifications,  and  ranging  his  Co¬ 
horts  in  order,  difmounted  the  horfe  and  afligned 
them  the  duty  of  foot.  Upon  the  fignal  given,  they 
forced  the  ditch  and  broke  the  enemy,  who  were 
alfo  hampered  and  entangled  with  their  own  enclo- 
fures.  But  they  who,  from  the  guilt  of  rebellion, 
were  animated  with  defpair,  cooped  in  on  all  Tides, 
and  no  way  left  for  efcape,  performed  many  and 
memorable  feats  of  bravery.  In  this  battle  Marcus 
Oftorius,  the  fon  of  the  General,  having  faved  the 
life  of  a  Roman  citizen,  acquired  the  Civic  Crowd 
For  the  reft,  the  overthrow  of  the  Icenians  calm¬ 
ed  all  thofe  unfettled  fpirits,  who  before  were  wa¬ 
vering  in  their  purpofes  between  peace  and  war$ 
and  the  army  was  led  againft  the  Cangians,  wa¬ 
fted  their  territories,  and  committed  general  fpoift 
Nor  durlf  the  foe  encounter  them  openly,  and  were 
always  beaten  in  their  lecret  aftaults.  We  had  now 
approached  near  the  fea  which  wafhes  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  when  commotions,  begun  amongft  the  Bri¬ 
gades,  obliged  the  General  to  return  thither;  as 
he  had  determined  to  profecute  no  new  enterprize 
'  till  his  former  were  completed  and  fecure.  The 
Brigades,  in  truth,  became  foon  compofed,  by  exe- 
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cuting  a  few  who  raifed  the  revolt,  and  pardoning 
all  the  reft  ;  but,  no  rigour  nor  mercy  could  re¬ 
claim  the  Silures,  who  were  bent  upon  war,  and 
only  to  be  reduced  by  the  force  of  the  Legions.  To 
facilitate  this  defign,  a  Colony,  powerful  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Veterans,  was  conveyed  to  Camalodunum 
iltuate  in  the  conquered  lands,  as  a  bulwark  againft 
the  rebels,  and  for  inuring  our  allies  to  the  lav/s 
and  jurifdiffion  of  the  Romans. 

Thence  we  marched  again#  the  Silures,  a  people 
refolute  and  fierce  by  nature,  and  moreover  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  afhltance  and  valour  of  Cara&acus, 
one  renowned  for  many  difafters,  fo  that  in  credit 
he  furpalfed  all  the  other  Britifh  commanders.  In 
the  advantage  and  fituation  of  the  country  he  was 
more  fubtile  and  expert  than  the  Romans,  but 
weaker  in  men,  and  therefore  tranflated  the  feat 
of  the  war  into  the  territory  of  the  Ordovicans  ; 
and  being  joined  by  all  fuch  as  feared  an  unequal 
peace  with  the  Romans,  ventured  to  try  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  fword.  In  order  to  it,  he  chofe  a  place 
againft  which  it  was  difficult  to  advance,  and  from 
which  it  was  as  difficult  to  retreat,  every  way  in¬ 
commodious  to  our  army,  every  way  favourable  to 
his  own.  It  was  upon  the  ridges  of  mountains  ex¬ 
ceeding  fteep,  and,  where  their  Tides  were  inclin¬ 
ing  and  approachable,  he  reared  walls  of  itone  tor 
a  rampart.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  flowed 
a  river,  dangrrous  to  be  forded,  and  a  hoft  of  men 
guarded  his  entrenchments. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  leaders  of  the  feveral  con¬ 
federate  nations,  were  bufy  from  quarter  to  quarter, 
exhorting  and  animating  their  followers,  with  re¬ 
presentations  proper  to  diffipate  fear,  to  kindie 
their  hopes,  and  to  roule  in  them  all  the  fierce# 
incitements  to  war.  Caradtacus,  particularly,  flew 
through  the  whole  army,  and  proclaimed,  4  That 
4  from  this  dav  and  this  battle  they  muff  date  their 
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«  liberty  completely  refcued,  or  their  fervitude 
6  eternally  eftablifhed.  He  called  upon  thole  of 
‘  their  anceftors  who  had  exterminated  Csefar  the 
4  Diffator,  men  by  whofe  valour  they  yet 
4  lived  free  from  tribute  and  Roman  axes,  yet  pre- 
4  ferved  free'  from  proftitution  the  perfons  of  their 
4  children  and  wives.’  As  he  thus  harangued,  he 
was  anfwered  by  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude  \ 
and  every  particular  bound  himfelf  by  the  oath  nioii 
facred  to  each  different  nation,  4  Never  to  yield  to 
4  arms,  nor  wounds,  nor  aught  fave  death. 

This  loud  alacrity  of  theirs  amazed  the  Roman 
General.  Befides,*  the  river  to  be  paffed,  the 
rampart  to  be  forced,  the  declivities  of  the  high 
mountains  to  be  climbed,  and  all  defended  by  holds 
of  men,  were  terrible  difficulties.  But,  the  fol- 
diers  urged  for  the  attack ;  All  things,  they  cried, 
were  conquerable  by  courage,  and  the  Tribunes 
and  other  officers  exprefling  the  fame  fpirit,  heigh¬ 
tened  the  ardour  of  the  army.  Oftorius,  therefore, 
having  carefully  furveyed  the  lituation,  where 
inacceffible,  and  where  to  be  paffed,  led  them  on 
thus  animated ;  and,  without  much  difficulty, 
gained  the  oppofite  banks.  In  approaching  the 
bulwark,  while  the  encounter  was  yet  managed 
by  flights  of  darts,  there  were  more  of  our  men 
wounded,  and  many  began  to  fail ;  but,  after 
they  had  formed  themfelves  into  the  military  fhell, 
demolifhed  the  huge  and  fhapelefs  flructure  of 
Rones,  and  encountered  hand  to  hand  upon  ground 
equal  to  both,  the  Barbarians  betook  themfelves 
to  the  ridges  of  the  mountains,  and  thither  alfo 
mounted  our  foldiers  after  them,  both  the  lffiht  and 
heavy  armed.  Here  alfo  was  begun  an  unequal 
fight,  by  ours  in  clofe  order  againR  the  Britons, 
who  only  fought  by  difcharges  of  arrows,  and,  as 
they  cover  themfelves  with  no  armour,  were  thence 
ftrait  broken  in  their  ranks  j  where  they  reflfled 
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the  auxiliaries,  they  were  Haughtered  by  the  fwords 
and  javelins  of  the  loldiers  of  the  Legions,  and  by 
the  great  labres  and  pikes  of  the  auxiliaries,  where 
they  faced  thofe  of  the  Legions.  Signal  was  this 
victory}  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Laradtacus  were 

taken  prifoners,  and  his  brothers  furrendered  to 
mercy. 

He  himfeh  had  recourfe  to  the  faith  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  Carthmandua,  Queen  of  the  Bngantes } 
but,  as  almoft  all  things  confpire  againft  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  was  by  her  delivered  in  bonds  to  the 
conquerors,  now  in  the  ninth  year  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  in  Great-Britain.  So  long 
had  he  fuftained  it}  hence  his  renown  had  reach¬ 
ed  all  the  ifles,  fpread  over  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  and  became  celebrated  even  in  Italy, 
where  all  longed  to  behold  the  man,  who,  for 
fo  many  years,  had  defied  the  Roman  arms.  Nor, 
in  truth,  at  Rome  was  the  name  of  Caractacus 
without  Iuflre  and  applaufe;  and  the  Emperor, 
by  exalting  his  own  glory  upon  the  conquefl,  ac¬ 
cumulated  frefh  glory  in  the  conquered.  For, 
the  people  were  aflembled  to  fee  him,  as  a  rare 
and  important  fpedfacle;  and  the  Praetorian  bands 
flood  under  arms  in  the  field  before  their  camp. 
There  proceeded  firft  the  fervants  and  followers  of 
the  Britifh  King,  with  the  military  harnefs,  golden 
chain?,  and  the  fpoils  by  him  taken  in  the  wars 
with  his  neighbours  }  next  his  brothers,  his  v/ife 
and  daughter,  and  laffly  himfelf  expofed  to  view. 
All  but  he  were  dejedfed,  and  defcended  through  fear 
to  fupplications  unworthy  of  their  quality.  Carac¬ 
tacus,  without  either  betraying  a  fupplicant  look, 
or  uttering  a  word  that  implored  mercy,  as  foon  as 
he  was  placed  before  the  impel ial  tribunal  {poke 
thus : 

‘  If,  to  the  height  of  my  quality  and  fortune, 

<  I  had  joined  an  equal  height  of  moderation  in 

*  my 
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c  my  profperity  and  fuccefs,  I  fhould  have  arrived 
<  in  this  city  under  another  character,  that  of  a  \ 
c  friend,  and  not  of  a  captive,  nor  would  you  then 
c  have  difdained  to  have  received  a  Prince  bom  of 
4  illuftrious  anceflors,  and  governing  fo  many  na- 
4-  tions,  into  terms  of  alliance.  But,  different  is  . 

4  my  prefent  lot,  which  derives  upon  you  as  emi- 
4  nent  renown,  as  upon  me  difgrace  and  abafement. 

4  I  was  lately  mailer  of  men  and  arms,  horles  and  ; 

4  opulence.  Where  is  the  wonder  if  againft  my 
4  inclination  I  was  bereft  of  them?  If  you  Romans 
4  aim  at  extending  your  dominion  over  all  man- 
4  kind  ;  it  does  not  thence  follow  that  all  men  will 
4  embrace  voluntary  fervitude  from  Rome.  PI ad 
4  I  forthwith  fubmitted  to  captivity,  neither  had 
4  my  fall  nor  your  glory  been  thus  fignal ;  and  even., 
4  now,  if  I  am  to  fuffer  death,  the  fame  of  my  llory 
4  and  of  your  conqueft  will  die  with  my  punifhment  $ 

4-  but  if  you  preferve  my  life,  I  fhall  be  a  deathlefs 
4  example  of  your  clemency,  *  Claudius  upon  this 
pardoned  him,  his  wife,  and  his  brothers.  Being 
difcharged  of  their  chains,  and  having  paid  their 
duty  and  acknowledgement  to  the  Prince,  they  alfo 
accolled  Agrippina,  exalted  upon  another  tribunal 
hard  by,  in  the  fame  firain  of  gratitude  and  venerati¬ 
on  :  A  light  remarkably  new,  to  our  anceftors* 
utterly  unknown.,  for  a  woman  to  prefide  among!!, 
the  Roman  Enfigns  1  fhe,  in  truth,  afiumed  to  call 
herfelf  a  partner  in  the  Empire  which  her  anceftors? 
had  acquired;. 

The  Senate  was  thereafter  affembled,  wheree 
many  and  pompous  encomiums  were  pronounced 
upon  the  taking  of  Caradlacus,  as  an  event  4  no  lels 
4  - illuftrious  than  thofe  of  old,  when  Siphax  was  by  ? 
4 -Publius  Scipio,  Perfes  by  Lucius  P.aulus,  or  any, 
4  other  conquered  Kings  were  by  any  of  our  great 
4  Captains,  prefented  in  chains  to  the,  Roman i 
4  people/  To  Oil  on  us  the  triumphal  ornaraents 
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were  decreed  ;  and  thus  far  his  adminiftration  had 
been  fuccefsful,  but  was  afterwards  chequered  with 
misfortunes.  Whether  it  was,  that,  upon  the  cap¬ 
tivity  of  Caractacus,  the  war  was  thought  conclud¬ 
ed,  and  thence  our  vigilance  and  difcipline  abated  ; 
or  that  the  enemy,  in  companion  for  fo  great  a 
King,  burned  more  vehemently  for  revenge.  They 
a  flailed  by  furprize  the  camp-marfhal  and  legionary 
cohorts,  left  to  rear  forts  amongft  the  Silures,  and, 
but  for  fudden  fuccours  from  the  circumjacent 
garrifons,  our  troops  had  been  cut  in  pieces ;  as  it 
was,  the  Marfhal  himfelf  and  eight  Centurions  were 
there  flain,  with  the  moft  refolute  foldiers.  Soon 
after  they  entirely  routed  our  forragers,  and  even  the 
troops  fen t  to  guard  them. 

Oftorius,  it  is  true,  difpatched  to  their  relief 
feme  cohorts  lightly  armed,  who  yet  were  not  able 
to  flay  the  flight,  fo  that  the  Legions  were  drawn 
out  to  reftore  the  battle,  which  by  their  ftrength 
inftantly  became  equal,  and  then  favourable  to  us. 
The  enemy  fled,  but,  as  night  approached,  with 
flight  lols.  There  continued  thenceforward  frequent 
encounters,  many  of  them  refembling  the  parties 
and  furprizes  of  robbers,  fometimes  in  the  woods, 
jometimes  in  moraftes,  conducted  by  chance  or 
boldnefs,  and  with  anfwerable  fuccefs,  here  at  a 
venture,  there  in  concert,  now  from  refentment, 
anon  for  booty,  at  times  by  command  of  their 
officers,  and  often  without  their  knowledge.  Of 
all  others  the  Silures  were  the  moft  implacable ;  they 
were  iocenfed  by  a  faying  of  the  Roman  General 
current  amongft  them,  *  that  their  name  muft  be 
(  utterly  extinguifhed,  as  was  that  of  the  Sugam- 
4  brians,  who  had  been  partly  cut  oft*,  and  the 
*  reft  tranfpl anted  into  Gaul.’  Thus  animated, 
they  fvtrprized  and  earned  oft* two  auxiliary  cohorts,, 
who  were,  without  due  circumfpecftion,  plundering 
the  country  to  fatiate  the  avarice  of  their  officers  ; 
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and  by  attributing  the  fpoil  and  captives  amongft  the 
neighbouring  nations,  they  were  drawingthemalfo 

to  the  revolt,  when  Oftori us,  finking  under  theweight 

of  his  anxieties,  expired,  to  the  great  joy  °f  *ee™\ 

my,  that  a  captain  fo  confiderable,  toug 

not fallen  in  battle,  had  yet  penfhed  m  the  w  • 

The  Emperor,  apprized  of  the  death  of 
Lieutenant,  that  the  province  might  not  be  withou 
a  governor,  fubftituted  in  his  room  Aulus  Didms ; 
but  he,  notwithftanding  his  expeditious  arrival, 
found  not  things  in  their  entire  Hate  ;  for,  the  Legi¬ 
on  commanded  by  Manlius  Valens,  had  the  while 
been  engaged,  and  iuffered  a  defeat,  a  unafter  mag¬ 
nified  by  the  enemy,  to  terrify  the  new  genet  al, 
and  even  aggravated  by  him,  thence  to  gain  the 
greater  glory,  if  he  quelled  the  rebellion,  or  the 
fitter  excufe  if  it  lafted.  The  late  lofs  too  we  fut- 
fered  from  the  Silures,  who  were  dairy  making 
large  incurfions  on  all  hands,  till  Didius  now  fet 
upon  them  and  repulfed  them.  Their  eft  man 
of  war,  fince  the  taking  of  Caractacus,  was  V  enu- 
fms,  of  the  city  of  tire  Jugantes,  as  I  have  aoove 
remembered,  one  long  faithful  to  the  Romans, 
and  protected  by  their  arms,  during  his  marriage 
with  the  Queen  Cartifmandua ;  but  being  after¬ 
wards  divorced  from  her,  and  thence  inftar.tly  at 
war  with  her,  he  likewile  began  hofhhties  agaimt 
us.  Their  arms  at  firft  were  only  employed  a- 
o-a'inft  each  other  ;  but  the  Queen  having  by  fubtile 
ftratao-ems,  poffeffed  herfelf  of  the  brother  and  other 
kindred  of  Venufms,  the  enemy  became  exafperat- 
ed,  and  fcorning  the  infamy  of  falling  under  the 
dominion  of  a  woman,  affembled  all  their  ableft  and 
moft  warlike  youth,  and  invaded  her  territories-;, 
an  event  forefeen  by  us  ;  fo  that  we  had  fent  feme 
cohorts  to  her  aid,  and  a  fierce  battle  enfued,  where 
the  firft  onfet  was  doubtful,  but  the  end  fuccefsfuk 
With  the  like  iffue  fought  the  Legion  commanded 
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by  Cefius  Nafica.  For,  Didius  himfelf  unwieldy 
through  age,  and  already  fatiated  with  a  long  train 
of  honours,  thought  it  fufficient  to  aft  by  bis 
.Lieutenants,  and  only  reftrain  the  foe.  All  thefe 
Iran  factions,  though  the  work  of  feveral  years 
under  two  Propraetors  Oftorius  and  Didius,  I  have 
thus  connected,  left  the  detail,  if  interrupted, 
might  not  have  been  fo  eafily  recovered.  I  now 
return  to  the  order  of  time. 

During  the  fifth  Confulfhip  of  Claudius  and  that 
of  her vi us  Cornelius  Orfitus,  to  qualify  Nero  for 
entering  into  the  adminiffration  of  the  State,  the 
manly  Robe  was  prefented  him,  while  yet  under 
age,  and  the  Emperor  concurred  chearfully  with  the 
flattering  decrees  of  the  Senate,  “  that  in  his  twen- 
*4  tieth  year,  he  fhould  exercife  the  Confulfhip  *, 

44  that  the  while,  as  Conful  defigned,  he  fhould  be 
44  inverted  with  proconfular  authority  out  of  Rome, 

44  an^  be  filled  Prince  of  the  Roman'Youth.”  Clau¬ 
dius  moreover,  in  Nero's  name,  bertowed  a  largefs 
upon  the  foldiers,  and  another  upon  the  people  : 
and,  at  the  Circenfian  games,  which  were  then  fo- 
Jemnized,  to  draw  upon  him  the  eyes  and  affe&ions 
of  the  populace,  whilrt  Britannicus  was  carried  a- 
long  in  the  Praetexta  (the  ufual  habit  of  boys)  Nero 
appeared  in  the  triumphal  robe,  the  mark  and  or¬ 
nament  of  imperial  rtate.  So  that  the  people,  be¬ 
holding  them  thus  differently  attired,  could  thence 
conclude  the  difference  of  their  future  fortunes.  At 


the  fame  time,  fuch  of  the  Centurions  and  Tribunes 
as  manifeffed  any  compailion  for  the  partial  lot  of 
Britannicus,  were,  feme  under  colour  of  more  ho¬ 
nourable  functions,  all  upon  framed  pretences,  re¬ 
moved  from  the  palace  ;  even  amongft  the  freed - 


men,  thofe  whole  faith  and  conrtancy  were  found 
incorruptible,  were  difearded  upon  the  following  oc- 
cafion.  The  two  young  Princes  happening  to  meet, 
Ne*o  faluted  Britannicus  by  that  name,  and  Britan- 
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nicus  him  by  his  old  name  of  Domitius.  I  uis  was 
by  Agrippina  reprefented  to  Claudius  with  grievous 
expoflulations,  as  the  full  flep  to  difleiuion,  hncc 
by  it  4  the  adoption  of  Nero  was  fet  at  nought  and 

*  condemned,  the  fandlions  or  the  Senate,  with  the 

*  authority  of  the  people,  were  abolifhed  within  the 

<  walls  of  his  own  palace  j  and  if  the  pravity  of  thole 
i  who  inipired  into  Bntannicus  fuch  pernicious  fen- 

<  timents,  were  not  repreffied,  it  would  break  out 
4  into  war  and  public  ruin.’  Claudius,  alarmed 
and  exafperated  by  thefe  fuggeftions  of  his  wife,  as 
if  the  fame  had  been  crimes  really  committed  by 
the  tutors  of  his  fon,  punifhed  all  the  bed:  of  them 
with  exile  or  death,  and  entrufted  him  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  others,  chofen  by  his  Seep  -  moth  ei . 

Agrippina  however  durft  not  yet  proceed  to  the 
accomplishment  of  her  great  defign,  till  from  the 
command  of,  the  Praetorian  cohorts  v/ere  removed 
Luiius  Geta  and  Rufius  Crifpinus,  as  men  whom  fhe 
believed  grateful  to  the  memory  of  Meflalina,  and 
zealoufly  devoted  to  her  children.  When  fhe  had 
therefore  alledged  to  the  Emperor,  44  that  by  the 
4  competition  and  cabals  of  two  commanders,  tne 
4  guards  were  rent  into  fa&ions,  whereas,  were 
4  they  under  the  authority  of  one,  they  would  be 
«  more  eafily  Subjected  to  the  laws  of  dilcipline  and 
4  obedience  U  Claudius  fubmitted  to  the  reafoning 
of  his  wife,  and  the  charge  of  thefe  bands  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Burrhus  Afranius,  an  officer,  in  truth,  of 
Signal  renown,  but  one  however  well  apprized  to 
whcfe  credit  he  owed  his  advancement.  Agrippina 
likewife  began  to  Signalize  her  grandeur  Still  more, 
and  even  to  enter  the  Capitol  in  a  chariot,  a  diftinc- 
tion  which  of  old  was  allowed  to  none  but  the 
pnefts  and  things  facred,  and,  being  now  affirmed 
by  her,  heightened  the  reverence  of  the  people  to¬ 
wards  a  Lady  who  was  the  daughter  of  a  Caefar,  and 
the  mother  of  one,  Sifter  to  the  laft  Emperor,  and 
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wife  of  the  preient ;  an  inftance  of  imperial  fortune 
and  nobility  till  then  unparalleled.  But  in  the  mean 
time  her  chief  champion  Vitellius,  in  the  height  of 
favour,  and  extremity  of  age  (upon  fuch  treacher¬ 
ous  foundations  great  men  ftand  ! )  was  involved  in 
an  accufation,  and,  by  Junius  Lupus  the  Senator, 
charged  with  treafon,  and  even  with  afpiring  to 
the  Empire.  Claudius  too  would  have  liftened  to 
the  charge,  had  not  Agrippina  prevailed  by  mena¬ 
ces  rather  than  prayers,  and  turned  his  refentment 
upon  the  accufer,  who  was  thence  interdicted  from 
Ere  and  water.  Further  punifhment  than  this  Vi¬ 
tellius  defired  not. 

Many  were  tne  prodigies  that  happened  this  year : 
upon  the  Capitol  were  Jeen  birds  of  evil  omen,  fre¬ 
quent  concu/Iions  of  the  earth  were  felt,  and  by 
them  many  houfes  overthrown.  But,  as  the  dread 
was  Fill  more  extenfive  than  the  calamity,  in  the 
throng  of  the  flying  multitude,  all  the  weak  and 
decrepit  were  trodden  to  death.  For  a  prodigy  alio 
was  reckoned  the  barrennefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the 
effeCI  of  it,  famine.  Nor  were  the  complaints  of 
the  populace  confined  to  houfes  and  corners  ;  they 
even  gathered  in  tumultuous  crowds  round  the 
Prince,  then  engaged  in  the  public  adminiftration 
of  jufiice,  and  with  turbulent  clamours  drove  him 
to  the  extremity  of  the  Forum  ;  fo  that,  to  efcape 
their  violence,  he  was  forced  with  his  guards  to 
break  through  the  incenfed  multitude.  It  is  certain, 
th  ere  was  then  in  Rome  but  juft  provifion  for  fifteen 
days,  and  by  the  fignal  bounty  of  the  Gods  and 
'the  mildnefs  of  the  winter,  it  was  that  the  public 
was  relieved  in  that  its  urgent  difirefs.  It  was,  in 
truth,  otherwife  with  Italy  in  former  days,  when 
from  her  fruitful  fields  foreign  provinces  too  were 
furnifhed  with  (applies  5  nor,  at  this  time,  is  the 
fieri lity  of  foil  any  part  of  our  misfortune  ;  but  we 
now  rather  chufe  to  cultivate  Africa  and  Egypt,  and 

the* 
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the  lives  of  the  Roman  people  are  entrufted  to  fhips 

and  the  cafualties  of  the  deep. 

The  fame  year,  the  war  which  arofe  between  the 
Armenians  and  Hiberians,  begot  alfo  mighty  broils 
between  the  Parthians  and  Romans.  Over  the  Par- 
thians  reigned  Vologefes,  who,  though  the  fon  of  a 
Greek  concubine,  had,  by  the  conceflion  cf  his 
brothers,  obtained  the  diadem.  The  Kingdom  of 
Hiberia  had  been  long  held  by  Pharafmanes,  and  his 
brother  Mithridates  was,  by  our  aid  and  procure¬ 
ment,  poflefTed  of  Armenia.  Pharafmanes  had  a 
fon  graceful  and  tall,  of  fignal  ftrength  of  body, 
trained  up  in  all  the  politics  of  his  father,  and  in 
high  renown  with  the  bordering  nations.  His  name 
was  Rhadamiftus,  a  young  Prince  who,  impatient 
that  the  fmall  kingdom  of  Hiberia  fhould  be  fo  long 
detained  from  him  by  the  great  age  of  his  father, 
declared  this  his  difcontent  with  fo  much  frequency 
and  pafllon,  that  his  ambition  could  not  be  con¬ 
cealed.  Pharafmanes  therefore,  in  regard  of  his  own 
declining  age,  and  fearing  the  fpirit  of  his  fon, 
eager  of  himfelf  to  reign,  and  fupported  bcfides  with 
the  affedlions  of  his  fubjedfs,  chofe  to  divert  his 
thoughts  upon  another  purfuit,  and  tempted  him 
with  the  profpetft:  of  Armenia  ;  4  a  kingdom  which, 
*  having  expulfed  the  Parthians,  he  faid,  he  had 
4  given  to  Mithridates  ;  but,  in  gaining  it  now,  all 
4  methods  of  violence  were  to  be  poftponed  5  and 
4  thofe  of  guile  firft  to  be  tried,  in  order  to  opprefs 
4  him  unawares.’  Thus  Rhadamiftus,  feigning  to 
quarrel  with  his  father,  and  to  fly  the  perfecutions 
of  his  ftep-mother,  withdrew  to  his  uncle,  and,  while 
he  was  by  him  cherifhed  like  a  child,  with  tranfcen- 
dent  complacency,  drew  the  nobility  of  Armenia 
into  the  confpiracy  ;  Mithridates  being  fo  ignorant 
of  his  condudf,  that  upon  him  he  was  ftill  multi¬ 
plying  honours. 

Then 


father,  he  returned,  and  informed  him,  6  that  what 
fraud  could  effedt,  was  _ 


lns\  le  aPP^ed  to  the  Romans  for  aid,  but  his 
brother  oppofed  its  coming;  and  this  injury,  he 
was  now  about  to  revenge  with  his  utter  deffruc- 
4  tiom  At  the  fame  time,  he  committed  a  nu¬ 
merous  army  to  the  conduct  of  his  fon,  who,  by  a 
hidden  invahon,  utterly  difmayed  Mithridates,  and 
forced  him  out  of  the  held  into  the  fortrefs  of  Gor- 
neas,  a  place  ftrong  in  the  fituation,  and  defended  by 
a  garrifon  of  our  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Cse- 
hus  Pollio  Governor,  and  Cafperius  a  Centurion. 

1  he  Barbarians  are  Grangers  to  nothing  more  than, 
the  me  of  machines,  and  the  dexterity  of  affaulti no¬ 
places,  a  part  of  military  (kill  which  to  us  is  throughly 
familiar.  Rhadamiltus  therefore,  having  without  ef- 
fe6t,  or  with  lofs  to  himfelf,  attempted  the  fortifi¬ 
cations,  changed  his  efforts  into  a  liege,  and  when 
all  his  attacks  were  defpifed,  purchafed  with  a  price 
the  avaritious  Governor,  notwithstanding  the  ad¬ 
jurations  of  Cafperius,  4  that  he  would  not  fell  a 
confederate  f^ing,  not  fell  Armenia,  the  gift  of 
*  the  Roman  people,  and  convert  his  own  truft 
‘  into  perfidioufnefs  and  money.’- >  But  at  laft,  fince 


Pollio  perliiled  to  plead  the  multitude  of  the  enemy, 
and  Rhadamiftus  the  orders  of  his  father ;  the  Cen¬ 


turion  procuring  a  truce,  departed,  in  order  either 


By  the  departure  of  the  Centurion,  Pollio  being, 
as  it  were,  difeharged  from  the  reffraint  of  a  keeper. 
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exhorted  Mithridates  to  an  accommodation.  He 
^Hedged  6  the  natural  ties  between  brothers,  the 
4  feniority  of  Pharafmanes,  and  their  other  mutual 
6  bonds  of  affinity;  that  he  was  himfelf  elpoufed  to 
4  his  brother’s  daughter,  and  to  Rhadamiftus  had 
4  efpoufed  his  own  ;  that  the  Hiberians,  however 
4  then  fuperior  in  forces,  refufed  not  peace  ;  and 
4  the  perfidioufhefs  of  the  Armenians  was  fufficiently 
4  known ;  neither  had  he  any  other  fandluary  but 
4  that  caftle,  deftitute  of  ftores.  He  therefore 
4  ought  not  to  fcruple  to  prefer  terms  gained  with- 
4  out  blood,  to  the  cafualties  and  violence  of  war.” 
But,  as  Mithridates  JPcill  procraftinated,  fufpecting 
the  counfels  of  the  Governor,  as  one  who  had 
debauched  a  concubine  of  his,  and  was  reckoned  of 
a  vile  fpirit,  purchafeable  by  money  into  every  bafe- 
nefs,  Cafperlus  the  while  reached  Pharafmanes, 
and  urged  him  4  to  recall  his  Hiberians  from  the 
fiege.’  That  Prince  returned  him  openly  equivocal 
anfwers,  fometimes  fuch  as  were  more  gentle  and 
plaufible,  and,  during  thefe  amufements,  warned 
Rhadamiftus  by  fecret  meflengers,  4  to  difpatch  by 
4  whatever  means  the  taking  of  the  place.’  Hence 
the  price  of  the  treafon  was  augmented  to  Pollio, 
who  alfo  privately  corrupted  the  foldiers,  and 
prompted  them  to  demand  peace,  or  otherwife  to 
threaten  that  they  would  relinquifh  the  garrifon, 
Mithridates,  preffed  by  this  extremity,  agreed  to 
the  time  and  place  of  capitulation,  and  went  forth 
from  the  caftle  to  meet  Rhadamiftus,  who  inftantly 
flew  to  embrace  him,  feigned  all  the  marks  of  duty 
and  obedience,  and  called  him  his  father  :  he  even 
l'wore  that  he  intended  him  no  violence  either  by 
poifon  or  the  fword,  and  drew  him  at  the  fame 
time  into  a  neighbouring  grove,  where  a  facrifice, 
he  faid,  was  by  his  orders  prepared,  that  by  the 
folemn  prefence  of  the  Gods  their  league  of  peace 
might  be  confirmed. 


It 
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It  is  2.  culcorn  among!!  the  Rings  of  thefo  -Coun¬ 
tries,  whenever  they  flrike  alliances,  to  tie  together 
with  a  hard  bandage  the  thumbs  of  their  right  hands, 
till  the  blood,  Parting  to  the  extremities,  is  by  a 
/light  cut  difeharged.  This  they  mutually  fuck,  and 
a  league  thus  executed  is  efleemed  moft  awful,  as 
myilerioufly  folemnized  with  the  blood  of  the  par¬ 
ties.  But  upon  this  occafion,  he  who  was  applying 
the  bandage  pretending  to  fail,  leized  Mithridates 
by  the  legs^  and  overthrew  him,  and  inftantly  he 
was  oppreiTed  by  many,  then  bound,  and  haled 
away,  dragging  his  chain,  a  circumfhmce  of  confirm- 
mate  contumely  among!!  the  Barbarians!  The 
people  too,  over  whom  he  had  exercifed  rigorous 
tyranny,  affaulted  him  with  bitter  reproaches,  and 
even  threatened  him  with  blows.  Yet  there  were 
feme  of  a  different  temper,  who  uttered  their  com- 
mifieration  for  fuch  a  mighty  change  of  his  fortune  ; 
befides,  his  wife  following  him  with  her  little  infants, 
was  by  her  doleful  lamentations  every  where  heard. 
They  were  thru!!  apart  into  covered  carriages,  till 
the  commands  of  Pharafmanes  were  known.  With 
him  the  paifion  for  a  kingdom  was  more  prevalent 
then  his  regard  for  a  brother  or  daughter,  and  he  < 
poffeiTed  naturally  a  fpirit  prone  to  every  cruelty.  He 
however  confidered  the  indecency  of  the  fpedlacle, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  put  to  death,  but  not  in  his 
fight.  Rhadamiflus  too,  as  if  from  an  exadl  obfer- 
vance  of  his  oath,  employed  neither  fword  nor  poifon 
again!!  his  filler  and  uncle,  but  caufed  them  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  ftiHed  with  a  vaft 
weight  of  coverings.  The  children  alfo  of  Mithri¬ 
dates,  for  bewailing  the  murder  of  their  parents, 
were  butchered  themfelves. 

Quadratus,  as  foon  as  he  knew  the  treafon,  with 
the  doom  buffered  by  Mithridates,  and  that  they 
who  took  his  life  held  his  kingdom,  affembled  his 
council,  and  reprefenting  thefe  events3  fought  their 

advice 
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advice  whether  vengeance  ought  to  be  purfued.  Few 
had  at  heart  the  public  honour,  and  mold  of  them 
reafoned  from  confiderations  of  fecurity;  4  that  all 
‘  the  injuries  and  cruelties  committed  by  foreign  na- 

<  tions  upon  each  other,  ought  to  the  Romans  to  be 
*  matter  of  joy ;  nay,  the  feeds  of  diflention  were 

<  induftrioufly  to  be  fown  amongft  them ;  a  policy 

<  frequently  pracfifed  by  the  Roman  Emperors,  who 
‘  under  colour  of  bellowing  from  time  to  time  that 

<  fame  kingdom  of  Armenia  upon  Princes  Barba- 
«  nans,  defigned  thence  to  furnilh  them  with  matter 
4  of  reciprocal  feuds,  and  holfilities.  Rhadamiftus 

<  might  therefore  enjoy  a  crown  wickedly  acquired, 

4  fince  with  it  he  enjoyed  publick  detellation  and 
4  infamy,  circuinllances  which  better  ferved  the 
4  purpofes  of  Rome,  than  if  by  methods  of  glory 
‘  he  had  obtained  it.’  With  this  advice  they  all 
concurred ;  but  that  they  might  not  feem  to  have 
alTented  to  a  wickednefs  fo  flagrant,  and  left  contrary 
orders  Ihould  arrive  from  the  Emperor,  they  dif- 
patched  a  meffage  to  Pharafmanes,  c  to  retire  from 
4  the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  and  recall  his  fond 

Over  Cappadocia  then  ruled  Julius  Pelignus,  with 
the  title  of  Procurator,  one  equally  defpicable  for  his 
dalfardly  fpirit  and  the  deformity  of  his  perfon,  but  in 
great  intimacy  with  Claudius,  who,whileyet  a  private 
man,  was  wont  to  fpend  his  idle  life  in  lilfening  to  the 
drollery  of  fuch  buffoons.  This  Pelignus  drew  together 
a  body  of  auxiliary  forces  from  the  adjacent  provinces, 
and  declared  he  would  reconquer  Armenia  ;  but,  as  he 
committed  greater  fpoil  upon  our  allies  than  upon  the 
enemy,  he  was  by  his  own  men  abandoned,  har- 
rafled  by  the  inceflant  incurfions  of  the  Barba¬ 
rians,  and,  thus  bereft  of  all  defence,  betook  him- 
felf  to  Rhadamiftus,  by  whoie  liberalities  he  was  fo 
intirely  fubdued,  that  of  his  own  accord  he  exhorted 
him  to  aftume  the  royal  diadem,  and  even  aflifted  in 
perfon  that  folemnity3  as  the  author  of  the  advice, 

and 
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and  his  vafTal  at  arms.  When  this  vile  tranfaclion 
came  to  be  divulged,  that  the  character  of  the  other 
Roman  Commanders  might  not  be  judged  by  that 
of  Pelignus,  Helvidius  Prifcus  was  difpatched  at  the 
head  of  a  Legion,  with  general  orders  to  apply  fuch 
remedies  to  the  prefent*combuflions,  as  their  cir- 
cumflances  would  bear.  He  therefore,  having 
with  much  celerity  crofied  mount  Taurus,  had  al¬ 
ready  made  many  pacifications,  rather  by  mildnefe 
tlian  force,  when  an  order  overtook  him,  6  for 
his  return  into  Syria,  by  it  to  avoid  miniftering 
to  the  Parthians  any  ground  of  war.* 

For,  Vologefes  believing  that  an  occafion  now 
offered  for  invading  Armenia,  a  Kingdom  inherited 
by  his  anceftors,  but  now  treafonably  occupied  by 
a  foreign  ufurper,  drew  together  an  army,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  inflate  his  brother  Tiridates  in  the  throne; 
that  none  of  his  houfe  might  be  deflitute  ofdomini- 
on.  The  march  of  the  Parthians  terrified  the 
Hiberians;  they  were  expelled  without  fighting  a 
battle,  and  the  Armenian  cities  of  Artaxata,  and 
Tigranocerta,  without  a  flruggle  received  the  inva- 
ders.  But,  a  tempefluous  winter  or  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  the  peililence  arifing  from  both,  con- 
flramed  Vologefes  to  relinquish  his  conquefls.  So 
that  the  throne  of  Armenia  being  once  more  vacant, 
was  again  invaded  by  Rhadamiflus,  now  more 
outragious  and  bloody  than  ever,  as  incenfed  againft 
a  people  that  had  already  abandoned  him,  and  were 
fiill  ready,  on  the  firft  occafion,  to  revolt.  They  too, 
though  inured  to  fervitude,  loll  all  patience,  betook 
themfelves  to  arms,  and  begirt  the  palace ;  nor 
had  Rhadamiflus  any  refource  lave  in  the  fleetnefV 


of  his  horfes,  and  by  them  heefcaped  with  his  wife. 

She  was  great  with  child,  yet,  from  dread  of  the 
foe,  and  tendernefs  to  her  husband,  bore  at  firft, 
as  well  as  fhe  could,  the  fatigue  of  the  Eight ;  but 
when,  by  continued  hurrying,  her  heavy  womb  was 

forely 


Book  XII.  OF  TACITUS.  69 

forely  agitated,  and  all  her  bowels  bruifed,  (he  be- 
fought  him, c  to  fave  her  by  an  honeft  death  from  the 
reproach  and  mifery  of  captivity.’  At  firft,  he  em¬ 
braced  her,  comforted  and  encouraged  her,  now  ad¬ 
miring  her  heroic  fpirit,  then  ftruck  with  fear,  left,  if 
he  left  her,  fome  other  might  poflefs  her  ;  at  laft,  in 
the  rage  of  love,  and  well  trained  in  ads  of  blood,  he 
drew  his  feymitar,  and  wounding  her  deeply,  haled 
her  to  the  banks  of  theAraxes,  committing  her  body 
to  the  flood,  that  even  of  her  corps  none  might  ever 
be  mafter.  He  himfelf  purfued  his  flight  full  fpeed, 
till  he  reached  Hiberia  the  kingdom  of  his  father, 
Zenobia  the  while  (for  that  was  her  name)  was  de¬ 
fined  by  the  fhepherds,  floating  gently  on  the  fur- 
face  with  manifeft  appearances  of  life  ;  and,  as  they 
'  gathered  from  the  beautiful  dignity  of  her  alpedt 
that  fhe  was  of  no  mean  rank,  they  bound  up  her 
wound,  and  to  it  adminiftered  their  ruftic  medicines. 
Having  then  learnt  her  name  and  difafter,  they  car¬ 
ried  her  to  Artaxata,  from  whence,  at  the  charge 
and  care  of  the  city,  fhe  was  conduced  to  Tiridates, 
by  him  courteoufly  received,  and  entertained  with  all 
the  marks  of  Royalty. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Fauftus  Sylla  and  Salvius 
Otho,  Furius  Scribonianus  fuftered  exile,  upon  a 
charge  of  having  c  confulted  the  Chaldaeans  about 
4  the  term  of  the  Prince’s  life.’  In  his  crime  was  in¬ 
volved  his  mother  Junia,  c  as  having  borne  with 
*  impatience  her  own  lot;’  for  fhe  too  had  been 
banifhed.  Camillus  the  father  of  Scribonianus,  had 
levied  war  in  Dalmatia ;  hence  Claudius  vaunted 
his  own  clemency,  that  to  a  hoftile  race  he  perfifted 
to  grant  their  lives.  That,  however,  of  the  pre- 
fent  exile,  remained  not  long  ;  whether  he  died  na¬ 
turally  or  by  poifon,  was  differently  reported  as  each 
differently  believed.  For  expelling  the  Aftrologers 
from  Italy,  a  decree  of  Senate  was  made  full  of  ri¬ 
gour,  but  never  executed.  The  Emperor  there¬ 
after 
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after  uttered  a  difcourfe  in  praife  of  thofe  Senators, 
who,  from  the  narrownefs  of  their  fortunes,  of  their 
own  accord  renounced  their  dignity ;  and  fuch  as 

by  adhering  to  their  order,  added  confidence  to  their 
poverty,  were  degraded. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  in  the  Senate  was  pro- 
pofed  a  penalty  to  be  inflicted  upon  Ladies  who 
married  Haves,  and  ordained,  ‘  That  /he  who  thus 
‘  debafed  herfelf,  unknown  to  the  mafter  of  the  Have 
*  fhould  be  adjudged  herfelf  in  a  ftate  of  llavery  * 
‘  but>  where  he  confented,  fhe  fhould  be  held  for 
‘a  /lave  manumitted.’  To  Pallas  who  was  by 
Claudius  declared  to  be  the  devifer  of  this  fcheme 
the  ornaments  of  the  Praetor/hip,  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  feventy-five  thoufand  crowns,  were  adjudged 
by  Barcas  Soranus,  Coniul  defigned.  Cornelius 
Scipio  added,  4  that  the  public  thanks  ousjht  like— 
c  wife  to  be  paid  him;  for  that,  being  defended 
‘  the  old  Kings  of  Arcadia,  he  poftponed  the 
‘  regard  of  his  moft  ancient  nobility  to  the  fervice 

*  °f  tbe  and  deigned  to  be  numbered  amongft 
‘  tbe  rninifters  of  the  Prince.’  Claudius  avowed, 

*  that  Pallas  was  content  with  the  honour  only,  and 
4  refolved  to  live  ftill  in  his  former  poverty.’  'Thus 
a  decree  of  Senate  was  publi/hed  engraven  in  brafs 
in  which  a  franchized  Have  poflefling  an  eftate  of 
more  than  feven  millions,  was  extolled  for  obferv- 
ing  the  parcimony  of  the  ancients. 

His  brother  firnamed  Felix,  he  who  for  fome 
time  had  governed  Judaea,  aded  not  with  the  fame 
reftraint,  but  as  one  who,  relying  upon  fuch  potent 
protection,  fuppofed  he  might  perpetrate  with  im¬ 
punity  every  kind  of  villainy.  The  Jews,  in  truth, 
by  their  fedition,  in  the  time  of  Caligula,  had  mi- 
niftered  fome  appearances  of  an  infurrection  ;  and, 
after  they  were  apprized  of  his  aflaflination,  fcarce 
returned  to  obedience.  Their  dread  remained,  left 
fome  of  the  fucceeding  Emperors  might  fubjeCt 

them 
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them  to  the  like  odious  injunctions.  Felix  too,  the 
while,  by  applying  unfeafonable  remedies,  inflamed 
their  offence  and  difaffedlion ;  a  conduct  imitated  by 
Ventidius  Cumanus,  who  held  under  his  jurifdition 
part  of  the  Province,  and  emulated  Felix  in  all  his 
word:  courfes  ;  for  fuch  was  the  divifion,  that  Gali- 
kea  was  fubjet  to  Cumanus,  and  Samaria  to  Felix, 
two  nations  long  at  variance,  and  now,  from  con¬ 
tempt  of  their  rulers,  lefs  than  ever  reftraining  their 
mutual  hate.  Hence  depredations  on  both  Tides 
were  committed,  bands  of  robbers  employed,  am- 
bufhes  formed,  and  fometimes  battles  fought,  and 
all  the  fpoil  and  booty  prefented  to  thefe  their  Go¬ 
vernors,  who,  at  firft,  rejoyced  over  it ;  but  when, 
after  the  mifchief  grew  outrageous,  they  interpofed 
their  armed  troops,  their  men  were  dain,  and,  but 
for  the  aid  of  Quadratus  ruler  of  Syria,  the  whole 
Province  had  been  in  a  blaze  of  war.  Nor,  as  to 
the  Jews,  who  had  carried  their  violence  fo  far  as 
to  kill  our  foldiers,  did  any  obftacle  arife  againft 
punifhing  them  with  death.  The  affair  of  Cumanus 
and  Felix  created  fome  delay  ;  for  Claudius,  upon  a 
hearing  of  the  caufes  of  the  revolt,  had  alfo  granted 
a  power  to  try  and  fentence  the  Governors ;  but 
Quadratus,  taking  Felix  up  to  the  Tribunal,  and 
fhewing  him  amongft  the  Judges,  awed  the  accu- 
fers,  and  flopped  one  part  of  the  profecution  :  So 
that,  for  the  guilt  and  evil-doings  common  to  both, 
Cumanus  alone  was  doomed  to  punifhment.  Thus 
the  repofe  of  the  Province  was  reftored. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  boors  of  Cilicia,  they  who 
are  firnamed  Clitaeans,  and  had  before  raifed  many 
infurrecffions,  betook  themfeives  now,  under  the 
leading  of  Throfobor,  to  their  ffeep  and  inaccef- 
fible  mountains,  and  there  encamped.  From  thence 
in  praedatory  bands  they  made  excurfions  as  far  as 
the  fhore,  and  round  the  adjoining  cities,  boldly 
committing  ravages  upon  the  villagers  and  hufband- 

men. 
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men,  and  daily  fpoiling  the  merchants  and  Teamen- 
They  even  befieged  the  city  of  Anemurium,  and 
repulfed  a  body  of  horfe  Tent  from  Syria  to  its  re¬ 
lief,  under  the  command  of  Curtius  Severus ;  for, 
the  rocky  fituation  of  the  place  proved  a  defence  to 
an  army  of  foot,  and  fcarcely  admitted  the  attacks 
of  the  horfe.  But  afterwards,  Antiochus  King  of 
that  territory,  having  by  many  courtefies  gained  the 
multitude,  and  by  ftratagem  fecured  their  leader, 
effectually  disjoined  the  forces  of  the  Barbarians ; 
and  putting  to .  death  Throfobor  and  a  few  more 

of  the  chiefs,  pacified  the  reft  by  methods  of  cle¬ 
mency. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  naval  fight  was  prepared 
upon  the  lake  Fucinus,  and,  to  accommodate  the 


greater  numbers  with  the  advantage  of  beholding  the 
mighty  magnificence  of  the  work,  a  mountain  be¬ 
tween  the  lake  and  the  river  Liris  was  levelled  ; 
in  imitation  of  Auguftus,  who  once  exhibited  the 
like  fpe&acle  upon  an  artificial  pool  on  this  fide  the 
Tiber,  but  with  light  ftiips,  and  fewer  men.  Clau¬ 
dius  armed  large  gal  lies,  Tome  of  three,  Tome  of 
four  banks  of  oars,  and  manned  them  with  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  combatants.  The  circle  aftigned  for 
the  combat  was  furrounded  with  an  enclofure  of 
great  rafts  of  wood,  to  obftrucf  all  means  of  flight 
or  efcape :  fpace  fufficient  was  however  allowed 
for  the  velocity  of  rowing,  for  the  ftrktagems  of  the 
pilots,  the  mutual  encounters  of  the  fhips,  and  for 
all  the  ufual  feats  in  naval  battles.  Upon  the  rafts 
ftood  the  Emperors  guards,  foot  and  horfe,  with 
platforms  before  them,  for  wedding  and  difcharg- 
ing  the  engines  of  battery  :  all  the  reft  of  the  lake 
was  poflefled  by  the  combatants  upon  covered  veftels. 
The  fhore,  the  adjacent  hills,  and  the  tops  of  the 
mountains,  were  crowded  with  a  mighty  multitude, 
.many  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  others  from 
Rome  itfelf  -}  Tome  from  a  paftion  to  behold  the  Tpec- 
<*  r:  4  tacle, 
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tacle*  fome  in  compliment  to  the  Prince  ;  and  the 
whole  reprefented  a  vaft  theatre.  The  Emperor 
presided  in  a  fplendid  coat  of  mail,  and  with  him 
Agrippina  in  a  mantle  woven  of  pure  gold.  The 
battle,  though  between  malefadfors,  was  fought 
with  a  fpirit  becoming  brave  -foldiers  ;  fo  that,  after 
many  wounds  and  much  blood,  they  were  redeemed 
from  utter  daughter. 

When  the  lpe&acle  was  concluded,  and  the  wa¬ 
ter  difeharged,  the  negligence  of  the  workmen  be¬ 
came  m  am  fell,  and  the  mfufHciency  of  the  work 
which  was  not  funk  lufHciently  low  about  the  center 
of  the  lake.  Its  bed  therefore  fome  time  after  was 
hollowed  deeper  ;  and,  to  draw  the  multitude  once 
more  together,  a  fhew  of  Gladiators  was  exhibited 
upon  bridges  laid  over  it,  in  order  to  difplay  a  foot 
fight.  But,  as  a  banquet  was  prepared  juft  at  the 
fall  from  the  lake,  the  fame  proved  the  occafion  of 
great  affright ;  for,  the  weight  of  the  water  break¬ 
ing  out  with  violence,  bore  down  with  it  whatever 
was  near  it,  fhook  what  was  more  didant,  and  by 
its  impetuofity  and  roaring  difmayed  all  that  were 
prefent.  Agrippina  laying  indant  hold  of  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  fright,  charged  Narciflus,  the  diredor  of  the 
work,  ^  with  avarice  and  rapacioufnefs  :  nor  did  Nar- 
cilllis  fpare  Agrippina,,  but  attacked  and  upbraided, 

the  domineering  fpirit  of  the  woman,  with  her 
“  afpiring  and  boundlefs  views.” 

During  the  Confulfhip  of  Decimus  Junius  and 
Quintus  Haterius,  Nero,  now  in  the  fixteenth  year 
of  his  age,  efpoufed  O&avia  the  daughter  of  Clau¬ 
dius.,  and,  to  fignalize  his  aecomplifhments  in  po¬ 
lite  learning,  and  acquire  the  glory  of  eloquence, 
undertook  the  caufe  of  the  Ilians,  and  having  floridly 
reprefented  the  Romans  as  dependents  from  ^roy 
and  JEneas  as  the  founder  of  the  Julian  race/  with 
other  old  traditions  little  remote  from  fables  h~ 
obtained  for  the  Ilians  entire  immunity  from  all  pub¬ 
lic  charges.  By  the  rhetoric  of  the  fame  advocate, 

Vol.  II.  E  ,1 
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the  Colony  of  Boulogne,  which  had  been  utterl)' 
confumed  by  fire,  were  relieved  by  a  bounty  of  tw° 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns.  To  the  Rho¬ 
dians  too  their  liberty  was  reftored,  which  had  been 
often  withdrawn,  and  often  re-eftablifhed,  asa^pu- 
hifhment  or  reward  for  their  different  behaviour, 
when  they  obliged  us  by  their  affiftance  in  our  fo¬ 
reign  wars,  or  provoked  us  by  their  ieditions  at  home. 
And,  to  the  city  of  Apamea,  overturned  by  an  earth¬ 
quake,  a  remiffion  ot  tribute  was  granted  for  five 

'  The  policy  all  this  of  Agrippina,  who  pufhed 
Claudius  on  the  contrary  upon  all  the  moll  detefted 
meafures  of  cruelty.  As  fhe  panted  inordinately  after 
the  gardens  of  Statilius  Taurus,  a  nobleman  of  ll- 
luftrious  fortune,  who  had  been  Proconfu!  of  Africa, 
fhe  procured-  his  bane  by  the  miniftry  of  T arquitius 
Prifcus,  who  was  his  Lieutenant  there.  After  their 
return,  he  charged  him  with  fome  lev/  crimes  of  ex¬ 
tortion,  but  the  fum  of  the  accufation,  were  the 
praaices  of  Magic.  Neither  did  Taurus  deign  longer 
to  bear  the  unworthy  lot  of  profecution  from  that 
traiterous  accufer,  but,  without  waiting  for  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Senate,  laid  violent  hands  upon  him- 
felf  Tarquitius  was,  however,  expelled  the  Se¬ 
nate  :  fuch  was  the  deteftation  of  the  fathers  towards 
the  accufer,  that  they  carried  his  condemnation 

aaainft  the  intrigues  of  Agrippina. 

3 This  year,  what  the  Prince  had  frequently  de- 
rlnred.  “  That  to  the  decifions  of  his  Imperial  Pro- 


Book XII.  OF  TACITUS.  75 

be  equally  valid  with  thofe  of  the  Roman  Magif- 
trates.  Soon  after,  this  jurifdidlion  of  the  Knights 
was  extended  to  otherProvinces,  and,  even  in  Rome 
itfelf,  to  their  Tribunal  were  referred  many  things 
formerly  determined  by  the  Praetors.  Claudius  now 
conferred  upon  them  univerfal  jurifdidlion,  that 

fo  many  feditions  had  been 
raifed  and  fo  much  blood  fhed,  when,  by  the  po¬ 
pular  ordinances  of  the  Tribune  Sempronius,  the 
•hqueftrian  Order  was  inverted  with  the  power  of 
judicature,  and  when  Servilius  the  Conful  by  a 
contrary  eftablifhment,  reftored  to  the  Senate  the 
judicial  authority.  This  too  chiefly  was  the  end 
and  incitement  of  the  bloody  wars  between  Marius 
and  Sylla.  But,  in  thofe  days,  the  feveral  Orders 
of  the  State  were  engaged  in  different  and  interfer¬ 
ing  pursuits,  and  the  party  that  prevailed  made  pub- 
hc  regulations  at  their  pleafure.  Caius  Oppius  and 
Cornelius  Balbus  were  the  firft  particulars,  who 
(enabled  by  the  power  of  Caefar  the  Orator)  ar¬ 
bitrated  matters  of  peace  and  war.  It  would  little 
avail  to  recount  after  this,  the  names  of  Matius  and 
V  edius,  and  other  Roman  Knights,  who  once  bore 
Iway  ■  when  to  his  franchized  flaves,  fuch  as  were 
entrufted  with  his  domeftic  concerns,  Claudius  thus 

alierted  a  power  equal  to  his  own  and  to  that  of 
the  laws. 

Thereafter,  he  propofed  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Coos,  a  general  immunity  from  impofitions,  and 
recounted  their  antiquity  in  a  long  detail ;  “  how 
“  the  Argives,  or  at  leaft  Ceus  the  father  of  La- 
‘‘  tona,  firft  cultivated  that  ifland  ;  and  thither  foon 
after  arrived  ^fculapius,  and  with  him  the  art 
of  medicine  and  healing,  an  art,  which  had  great 
applaufe  amongft  his  dependents,”  whofe  names 
he  rehearfed,  and  marked  the  feveral  ages  in  which 
they  flounfhed.  He  even  faid,  that  “  Xenophon 
his  own  phyfician,  was  a  branch  of  the  fame 

E  2  family, 
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<c  family,  and  to  his  fupplications  it  ought  to  be 
cc  granted,  that  his  countrymen  the  people  of  Coos 

fhould  be  for  ever  difcharged  from  all  tribute, 
tc  and  only  attend  the  cultivation  of  an  Ifland  folely 
<c  devoted  to  the  miniftry  of  that  Deity.”  It  is, 
without  queftion,  that  many  good  offices  of  theirs 
towards  the  Roman  people,  might  have  been  al- 
ledged,  and  even  victories  gained  by  their  aid ;  but 
Claudius,  led  by  his  wonted  weaknefs,  coloured 
under  no  public  confiderations  what  he  had  thus 
perfonally  granted  to  his  phylician. 

The  deputies  from  Byzantium  being  heard,  be- 
fought  of  the  Senate  to  be  eafed  of  their  heavy  im- 
pofitions  ;  and  recapitulating  things  from  the  firft, 
began  with  the  confederacy  which  they  had  ftruck 
with  us  fo  long  ago  as  the  war  which  we  main¬ 
tained  againft  that  King  of  Macedon,  who  from  the 
degeneracy  of  his  fpirit  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Pfeudophilippus.  Next  they  recounted  the 
forces  by  them  lent  againft  King  Antiochus,  Perfes, 
and  Ariftonicus;  as  alfo  how  they  had  Supported 
Antonius  in  the  war  to  fupprefs  the  Pyrates,  with 
the  feveral  aids  which  they  had  beftowed  upon  Syl- 
la,  Lucullus  and  Pompey.  They  added  the  Ser¬ 
vices  which  more  lately  they  had  rendered  to  the 
Csefars,  during  their  encampments  and  abode  in 
thefe  their  territories,  where  our  armies  and  their 
leaders,  in  all  their  progreffes  by  land  and  water, 
were  well  accommodated,  and  all  their  ftores  car¬ 
ried  after  them. 

For,  Byzantium  was  founded  by  the  Greeks,  in 
the  extremity  of  Europe,  upon  a  Freight  which  dis¬ 
joins  Europe  from  Alia.  Thither  the  founders  were 
di rebled  by  an  Oracle  of  the  Pythian  Apollo,  who, 
when  conlulted  by  them,  where  to  build  a  city, 
replied,  u  That  they  fhould  leek  a  Situation  oppo- 
“  fite  to  the  habitations  of  the  blind-men.”  By  this 
riddle  the  Chalcedonians  werereprefented  ;  for  they, 

who 
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who  were  the  firft  comers  into  thofe  parts,  and  had 
viewed  the  advantages  of  this  fhore,  had  yet  chofen 
the  oppofite  and  the  word:.  Byzantium,  in  truth, 
ftands  upon  a  fertile  foil  and  a  plentiful  fea  ;  lince, 
into  her  port  are  borne  all  thofe  infinite  fhoals  of 
fifh,  which  breaking  out  of  the  Euxine,  fhun  the 
ether  coaft,  as  they  are  feared  by  the  rocks  which, 
under  the  waters,  Ihoot  from  it.  Hence,  at  firft  the 
gain  and  wealth  of  the  Byzantines,  but,  afterwards 
prefTed  by  the  excefs  of  their  impofitions,  they  now 
befought  that  the  fame  might  be  abolifhed  or  abat¬ 
ed.  I  he  Emperor  too  was  their  advocate,  who 
reprefented  them  as  late  fufferers  in  the  war  of 
Thrace,  and  in  that  of  Bofphorus,  and  worthy  to 
be  relieved.  They  were  therefore  acquitted  from 
tribute  for  five  years. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Marcus  Afinius  and  Marcus 
Acilius,  a  change  of  affairs  for  the  worfe  was  por¬ 
tended,  as  was  gathered  from  the  frequency  of  Pro¬ 
digies.  The  Enligns  of  the  foldiers  and  their  tents 
were  fcorched  with  fire  from  heaven  ;  a  fwarm  of 
Bees  pitched  upon  the  /ummit  of  the  Capitol  ; 
children  were  born  of  compounded  forms,  and  a 
Pig  was  farrowed  with  the  talons  of  a  hawk.  A- 
mongft  the  prodigies  it  alfo  was  reckoned,  that  the 
number  of  every  order  of  Magiftrates  was  then  cur¬ 
tailed,  one  of  the  Quaeffors,  one  of  the  ./Edilcs,  a 
Tribune,  a  Praetor,  and  a  Conful,  being  all  deceaf- 
ed,  within  a  few  months.  But,  more  particular 
was  the  fear  of  Agrippina.  She  was  alarmed  by  a 
faying  of  Claudius,  uttered  heedlehy  in  his  wine. 

That  it  was  a  fate  upon  him,  to  bear  the  iniqui- 
“  ties  of  his  Wives,  but  at  laft  to  punifh  them/5 
Plence  (he  determined  to  be  quick  and  prevent  him, 
but  fir  ft  to  deitroy  Domitia  Lepida,  upon  motives 
derived  from  the  pride  and  refentments  of  women. 

F  01  Lepida,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  youngei 
Antonia,  the  great  niece  of  Auguftus,  couftn  ger- 

£  3  man 
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man  to  Agrippina  the  elder,  and  fitter  to  Cnaeius 
Domitius  (once  husband  to  the  prefent  Agrippina) 
accounted  herfelf  of  equal  nobility  with  the  other. 
Neither  were  they  much  differing  in  beauty,  age 
or  wealth,  both  proftitutes  in  their  perfons,  infa¬ 
mous  ill  their  manners,  and  violent  in  their  tem¬ 
pers,  nor  lefs  rivals  in  vices  than  in  the  luttre  and 
advantages  of  their  fortune.  Hence,  however,  arofe^ 
the  moil  vehement  ftruggle,  whether  the  aunt  or 
mother  fhould  acquire  the  afcendent  over  the  fpirit 
of  Nero.  Lepida  laboured  to  engage  and  govern  his 
youthful  mind,  by  cardies  and  liberalities  ;  Agrip-, 
pina,  on  the  contrary,  treated  him  with  fternnefs 
and  threats,  like  one  who  would,  in  truth,  confer 
the  fovereignty  upon  her  fon,  but  not  bear  him  for 
her  fovereign. 

The  crimes  therefore  charged  upon  Lepida,  were, 
44  That,  by  charms  and  imprecations,  fhe  had  fought 
4C  to  deftroy  the  Emperor’s  Confort,  and  that  by 
44  negledfing  to  reftrain  the  tumultuous  behaviour 
44  of  her  numerous  flaves  in  Calabria,  fhe  difturb- 
44  ed  the  public  peace  of  Italy.”  Forthefe  imputa¬ 
tions  fhe  was  doomed  to  die,  notwithttanding  the 
laboured  oppofition  of  Narciflus,  who  was  now  be¬ 
come  more  and  more  diftruftful  of  Agrippina,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  is  laid  to  have  lamented  amongft 
his  intimates,  cc  That  to  himfelf  nothing  but  cer- 
44  tain  deftrudlion  remained,  whether  Britannicus 
44  or  Nero  fucceeded  to  the  Empire  ;  but  fuch  to- 
44  wards  him  had  been  the  favour  of  the  Emperor, 
44  that  for  the  fervice  of  his  matter  he  would  lay  down 
44  his  life.  Under  Claudius  he  had  procured  the  con- 
44  vidbion  and  doom  of  Meflalina  and  of  Silius  ;  and 
44  under  Nero  (if  Nero  came  to  reign)  there  would 
44  be  the  like  caufes  for  the  like  accufation.  If  Bri- 
44  tannicus  was  tofucceed,  neither  from  that  Prince 
44  had  he  any  claim  to  favour,  fince  he  had,  by 
44  the  death  of  his  mother,  made  room  for  a  ftep- 

mother. 


Book  XII.  OFTACITUS.  79 

“  mother,  who  by  infidious  plots  was  ruining  all 
44  his  houfe  with  fuch  notable  wickednefs,  that  bet- 
44  ter  it  were  he  had  never  divulged  to  the  Empe- 
44  ror  the  proftitutions  of  his  former  wife,  though 
44  neither,  in  truth,  was  the  prefent,  free  from  prol- 
44  titution,  as  Pallas  was  notorioufly  her  adulterer  ; 
44  infomuch  that  with  no  mortal  could  any  doubt 
44  remain,  but  to  the  lull  of  rule  fhe  poftponed  her 
44  fame,  her  modefty,  her  perfon,  and  all  things. ” 
Repeating  thefe  and  the  like  fpeeches,  he  tenderly 
embraced  Britannicus,  and  fupplicated  for  him  full 
and  fudden  ripenefs  of  age  ;  now  to  the  Gods, 
then  to  the  young  Prince,  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
and  poured  out  prayers,  44  That  he  might  attain 
vigour  of  years ;  that  he  might  exterminate  the 
44  enemies  of  his  father,  and  even  be  revenged  on 
44  thofe  who  hew  his  mother.” 

Amidft  all  thefe  mighty  agitations  and  anxieties, 
Claudius  was  taken  ill,  and  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health  had  recourfe  to  the  foft  air,  and  falubrious 
waters  of  SinuefTa.  It  was  then  that  Agrippina, 
long  hnce  bent  upon  the  parricide,  greedy  of  the 
prefent  occalion,  and  well  firrnifhed  with  wicked 
agents,  confulted  concerning  the  quality  of  the  poi- 
fon  :  44  if  it  were  fudden  and  rapid  in  its  operation, 
44  the  dark  deed  might  thence  be  betrayed  ;  if  one 
44  how  and  confuming  were  adminiftered,  there 
46  was  danger  thatClaudius,  when  his  end  approach- 
44  ed,  and  perhaps  having  the  while  difcovered 
44  the  deadly  fraud,  would  recall  the  tendernefs  and 
44  partiality  of  a  father  for  his  fon.”  A  fubtle  poi- 
fon  was  therefore  judged  heft,  44  fuch  as  would 
44  diforder  his  brain,  and  not  prefently  kill.”  An 
experienced  artih:  in  fuch  preparations  was  chofen, 
her  name  Locuffa  ;  lately  condemned  for  poifonino  5 
and  one  long  entertained  amongfl  the  other  ma¬ 
chines  of  the  Monarchy.  By  this  woman’s  fkill 
the  poifon  was  prepared  ;  to  adminiher  the  fame 
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was  the  part  of  Halotus,  one  of  the  Eunuchs,  Rew¬ 
ard  of  the  Emperor’s  table  and  his  taller.  Indeed, 
all  the  particulars  of  this  deed  were  foon  after¬ 
wards  fo  thoroughly  known,  that  the  writers  ofthofe 
times  are  able  to  recount,  cc  how  the  poilon  was 
“  leethed  in  a  delicious  mefs  of  mufhrooms,  but, 
whether  from  the  natural  ffupidity  of  Claudius, 
<c  or  that  he  was  drunk,  he  felt  not  inffantly  the 
“  virulence  of  the  dofe.”  A  loofenefs  too  at  the 
fame  time  feemed  to  relieve  him,  and  to  defeat  the 
operation.  Agrippina  became  terribly  difmayed ; 
but,  as  her  own  life  lay  at  flake,  fhe  defpifed  the 
(lain  and  odium  which  mull  accompany  her  prefent 
proceedings,  and  called  in  the  aid  of  Xenophon  the 
phyfician,  whom  fhe  had  already  engaged  in  her 
guilty  purpofes.  It  is  thought  that  he,  as  if  he  had 
meant  to  affift  Claudius  in  his  efforts  to  vomit, 
thru  ft  down  his  throat  a  feather  dipt  in  outrageous 
poilon,  as  one  who  well  knew,  that  the  moft  dar¬ 
ing  iniquities  are  attempted  with  hazard,  but  ac- 
complifbed  with  rewards. 

The  Senate  was  in  the  mean  time  affembJed,  and 
the  Confuls  and  Pontiffs  were  offering  vows  for  the 
recovery  of  the  Emperor,  when  he  was  already 
dead  ;  though  coverings  and  reftoratives  vcere  flill 
applied,  till  matters  were  difpofed  for  fecuring  the 
Empire  to  Nero.  And  firff,  Agrippina,  perfonat- 
ing  unconquerable  forrow,  and  one  who  fought  on 
all  hands  for  confolation,  clafped  Britannicus  in  her 
arms,  ffiled  him  “  the  genuine  image  of  his  father,” 
and,  by  various  and  feigned  devices,  withheld  him 
from  leaving  the  chamber.  There  fhe  likewife  de¬ 
tained  Antonia  and  Obfavia,  his  fillers,  and,  by 
polling  guards,  fhutup  all  the  paflfages.  From  time 
to  time  too  fhe  declared,  that  the  Prince  was  upon 
recovery,  thence  to  encourage  the  hopes  of  the 
foldiery,  till  the  fortunate  moment,  according  to 
the  calculations  of  the  Aftrologers,  were  at  hand. 

At 
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At  laff,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Odtober,  at  noon, 
the  gates  of  the  palace  were  fuddenly  thrown  open, 
and  Nero,  accompanied  by  Burrhus,  walked  forth 
to  the  cohort,  which,  according  to  the  cuflom  of 
the  army,  was  then  upon  guard.  There,  upon 
fignification  made  by  the  Praefedt,  he  was  received 
with  fhouts  of  joy,  and  inftantly  put  into  a  litter.  It 
is  reported,  that  there  were  lome  who  hefitated, 
diligently  looking  and  frequently  aflring,  where 
was  Britannicus  ?  but  that,  as  no  one  appeared  to 
propofe  him,  they  prefently  embraced  the  choice 
which  was  offered  them.  Thus  Nero  was  borne 
to  the  camp,  where,  after  a  fpeech  fuitable  to  the 
exigency,  and  the  promife  of  a  largefs  equal  to  that 
of  the  late  Emperor  his  father,  he  was  faluted  Em- 
peroi .  Tne  declaration  of  the  foldiers  was  followed 
and  confirmed  by  the  decrees  of  the  Senate  ;  nor 
wao  there  any  reiudtancy  in  the  feveral  provinces. 
To  Claudius  were  decreed  coelefiial  honours,  and 
the  folemnity  of  his  funeral  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
deincd  Auguftus,  fince  in  it  Agrippina  would  needs 
emulate  the  magnificence  of  her  great  grand -mother 
.via*  His  teftament,  however,  was  not  rehearfed 
in  public,  left  the  preference  there  given  from  his 
own  fon  to  the  fonofhis  wife,  might  grate  and  pro- 
voke  the  fpirit  of  the  populace. 
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The  SUMMARY. 


Silanus,  Proconful  of  Afia ,  polfoned  at  the  inftigation 
of  Agrippina.  Narciilus,  freedman  to  the  late  Em¬ 
peror  ^  doomed  to  die .  The  funeral  of  Claudius. 
Nero’j  Panegyric  upon  him.  Nero' j  reign  begins 
well.  The  Senate  left  to  aft  independently .  The 
Parthians  aim  at  the  poffejfion  of  Armenia.  Cor- 
bulo  employed  againjl  them .  Nero  his  paffionfor 
A£te.  Agrippina  provoked  by  it ,  and  thence  lofes 
credit  with  her  Jon .  Pallas  removed  from  the  ad- 
minif  ration.  Britannicus^/^T^v/.  Agrippina  grows 
obnoxious  to  Nero  ;  is  accufed  before  him ,  and  ac¬ 
quitted .  Nero’s  wild  revellings  during  the  night . 
Debate  about  recalling  infolent  freedmen  to  their  for¬ 
mer  bondage.  Some  eminent  men  condemned.  Na- 

o 

tural  deaths.  New  broils  ivith  the  Parthians  about 
Armenia.  Corbulo  inures  his  men  to  fevere  and 
primitive  difcipline invades  Armenia ,  forms  feve- 
ral  Jlrong  holds 5  takes  the  city  of  Artaxata,  and 

burns 
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burns  it.  Tiridates  fues  before  him.  P.  Suilius 
condemned.  Odtavius  Sagitta,  in  the  rage  of  love , 
Jlabi  Pontia,  bis  former  mi  ft  refs ,  upon  her  refufing 
to  marry  him .  His  frccdrnan  takes  the  fatt  upon 
himfelf  Nero  conceives  a  paffion  for  Poppaea  Sa¬ 
bina.  Her  hi  ft  cry  y  character ,  and  arts .  Corne¬ 
lius,  through  the  Emperor  s  jealoufyy  banijhed  to  Mar - 
feilles*  Toe  exorbitance  of  the  publicans  refrained . 
The  Frifans  endeavour  to  fettle  near  the  Rhine ,  but 
are  driven  thence  by  the  Roman  horfe ,  and  routed 
The  Anfibarians  make  the  fame  attempt ,  with  the 
fame  ill  fn  tune.  Tierce  war  between  the  Hermon - 
durians  and  Cattians ;  the  latter  almof  utterly  cut 
cjf  in  a  great  battle,  b  (range  eruption  of  fire  in 
the  territory  of  the  Juhoncs. 


hi  ft  vikftim  under  the  new  Prince  was 
Junius  S nanus,  Pioconfulof  Alia,  d  1 /patch - 
ed  unknown  to  Nero,  by  the  fraud  of 
Agrippina:  not  that  he  had  provoked  his  fate  by  any 
turbulence  of  fpirit,  having  lived  in  fuch  doth  and 
even  fuch  fcorn,  during  the  late  reigns,  that  Cali¬ 
gula  was  wont  to  call  him  the  golden  {Keep.  But 
Aguppma  feared  that  he  might  prove  the  avenger  of 
the  murder  of  his  brother  Lucius  Silanus,  by  her 
formerly  procured.  F or,  it  was  now  the  current  ru¬ 
mour  amongft  the  populace,  that,  ‘  as  Nero  was 
l  iC2rcepaft  his  childhood,  and  by  iniquity  had  ac¬ 
quired  the  Empire  5  fuch  a  man  was  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  him,  one  of  compofed  age,  fpotlefs  in- 

*  t^n75r  no7!’rand  (which  was  then  highly  priz¬ 
ed)  defcended  from  the  Caefars/  For°  he  too 

was  the  great  grandfon  of  Auguftus.  Such  was  the 

caufe  of  his  doom  ;  the  inftruments  were  Publius 

Oder  a  Roman  Knight,  and  Helius  the  freed  man, 

both  employed  to  manage  the  Emperor’s  domeftic 

revenue  in  Ada.  By  them  the  Proconful  had  poi- 

/cn  given  him  at  a  banquet,  fo  openly,  as  if  they 

F.  ' 
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meant  not  to  difavow  it.  Nor  was  lefs  hafte  ufed  to 
difpatch  Narcifius,  the  late  Emperor’s  freedman, 
whofe  bold  invedlives  againft  Agrippina  I  have  men¬ 
tioned.  In  a  rigorous  prifon,  and  through  the  mi- 
ierable  extremity  of  want,  he  was  conftrained  to 
die,  fore  againft  the  mind  of  Nero,  who,  however 
he  hitherto  fmothered  his  vices,  bore  a  wonderful 
conformity  to  the  temper  of  Narcifius,  profufe  and 
rapacious  like  his  own. 

A  torrent  of  (laughters  was  about  to  have  followed, 
had  not  Afranius  Burrhus  and  Annaeus  Seneca  pre¬ 
vented  it.  Thefe  were  the  governors  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  youth,  and  though  engaged  in  partnerfhip  of 
power,  yet,  by  a  rare  example,  well  united,  men 
different  in  their  acccmplifhments,  but  of  equal 
•weight  and  authority.  Burrhus  his  inftrudlor  in  lef- 
fonsof  arms,  and  the  gravity  of  manners,  Seneca 
in  the  precepts  of  eloquence,  and  polite  addrefs. 
Jn  this  office  they  helped  and  fupported  each  other, 
the  eaffer  to  manage  between  them  the  dangerous 
acre  of  the  Prince  $  or  if  he  rejected  the  purfuits  of 
virtue,  to  reftrain  him  at  leaf!  within  the  bounds  of 
ouiltleis  pleafures.  One  conftant  ftruggle  they  both 
had  againft  the  tempeftuous  fpirit  of  Agrippina,  who 
was  tramp  or  ted  with  every  luft  of  lawlefs  dominion, 
and,  in  her  defigns,  upheld  by  Pallas,  the  fame 
who  had  led  Claudius  into  that  inceftuous  match, 
then  into  the  fatal  adoption,  and  by  both,  into  his 
own  deftru&ion.  But  Nero’s  temper  was  not  fuch 
as  to  be  controuled  by  flaves;  and  Pallas  too  having 
exceeded  the  liberties  of  a  Have  manumifed,  had  by 
his  horrid  arrogance  provoked  Nero’s  difguft.  Upon 
Agrippina  however,  in  public,  he  accumulated  all 
kinds  of  honours,  nay  to  a  Tribune  once,  who, 
according  to  the  difcipline  of  the  foldiery,  defired  the 
word,  gave  that  of  excellent  mother  ;  by  the  Senate 
too  were  decreed  her  two  Lidlors,  with  the  charadfer 

of  Prieftefs  to  Claudius.  To  him  at  the  fame  time 

*  was 


Book XIII.  OF  TACITUS.  85 

was  ordained  a  cenforial  funeral,  and  afterwards 
deification. 

The  day  of  burial,  his  funeral  praifes  were  pro¬ 
nounced  by  Nero,  who,  whilft  he  carefully  recount¬ 
ed  the  antiquity  of  his  lineage,  the  many  Coniul- 
fhips,  the  many  triumphs  of  his  anceftors,  others  as 
carefully  liftened.  The  difplay  too  of  his  acquire¬ 
ments  in  Letters,  was  heard  with  attention  and 
pleafure,  as  alfo  the  obfervation,  that  during  his 
reign  no  calamity  from  foreigners  had  befallen  the 
Late.  But  when  he  tell  into  a  commemoration  of 
the  wifdom  and  providence  of  Claudius,  not  a  foul 
could  refrain  from  laughter,  though  the  fpeech  was 
of  Seneca’s  compofing,  and  difcovered  much  accu¬ 
racy  and  finenefs,  as  he  had,  in  truth,  a  beautiful 
genius,  and  ftile  well  fuited  to  the  tails  of  that  time. 
Old  men,  who  make  it  their  recreation  to  draw 
parallels  between  things  prefent  and  pail,  took  no¬ 
tice.  that  Nero  was  the  fir  ft  Roman  Emperor  who 

J  i 

needed  the  aid  of  another  man’s  eloquence.  For, 
Csefar  the  Dictator  was  ranked  with  the  moft  diftin- 
guiibed  Orators.  Auguftus  too  had  an  eafy  and 
flowing  elocution,  fuch  as  became  a  Prince.  Tibe¬ 
rius  alfo  poffeffed  the  art  of  marihalling  words ;  his 
fentinients  were  like  wife  ftrong,  and  it  was  from 
policy  that  fometimes  his  exprefiioris  vcere  obfcure. 
Even  the  difordered  fpirit  of  Caligula  impaired  not 
his  addrefs  and  energy  in  fpeaking.  Nor  was  Clau¬ 
dius  wanting  in  elegance  of  difcourfe,  when  his  dif- 
courfe  was  the  efiFedi  of  ftudy.  Nero,  even  from 
his  childhood,  had  abandoned  his  lively  imagination 
to  other  occupations  and  diverfions,  to  graving, 
painting,  finging,  and  managing  the  horfe,  at  times 
too  in  compofing  poems,  whence  fome  grounds 
of  fcience  appeared  to  have  been  in  him. 

Having  finifhed  this  mimickry  of  mourning,  he 
repaired  to  the  Senate,  where,  after  an  introdudlion 
concerning  his  eftablifhment  in  the  Empire  by  the 

5  authority 
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authority  of  the  fathers,  and  the  common  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  foldiery,  he  declared  with  what  worthy 
purpofes,  and  upon  what  good  examples  he  affirmed 
the  Sovereignty ;  that  his  youth  being  never  ruffled 
nor  engaged  in  any  of  the  animoilties  of  civil  wars, 
or  any  domeftic  diffenfions,  he  brought  with  him 
no  fpirit  of  hatred,  no  fenfe  of  injuries,  nor  appetite 
of  revenge.  He  then  propofed  the  fcheme  of  his 
future  rule,  and  in  it  avoided  carefully  all  thofe 
late  meafures  of  reigning,  which  were  ftill  frefh  and 
odious;  4  for  that  he  claimed  not  the  judgment  and 
4  decifion  of  affairs,  nor  would  allow  the  fhiatmg 
4  up  thofe  who  were  accufed  in  the  fame  houfe  with 
4  their  accufers,  and  by  it  fuffained  the  impotent 
4  tyranny  of  a  few.  Nothing  fhould  be  faleable 
4  within  his  walls,  nor  any  accefs  there  to  intrigues 
4  of  ambition.  Between  his  family  and  the  republic 
4  a  juft  diftindtion  fhould  be  maintained  ;  the  Senate 
4  fhould  uphold  her  ancient  jurifdidtion;  Italy,  and 
4  all  thofe  provinces,  which  depended  upon  the  Peo- 
4  pie  and  Senate,  fhould  apply  only  to  the  tribunal  of 
4  the  Confuls,  and  by  them  procure  accefs  to  the 
4  Fathers.  To  himfelf  he  referved  what  was  efpeci- 
4  ally  committed  to  his  truft,  the  direction  of  the 
4  armies.’ 

This  declaration  wanted  no  fincerity,  and  by  the 
Senate  many  regulations  were  made,  agreeable  to 
their  own  good  liking,  particularly  that  no  advocate 
fhould  defend  a  caufe  for  gift  or  payment,  and  that 
thofe  who  were  deftgned  Quaeftors,  fhould  be  no 
longer  obliged  to  exhibit  public  fhews  of  Gladiators. 
All  this  was  oppofed  by  Agrippina,  as  what  remind¬ 
ed  the  adfs  qf  Claudius;  but  the  Fathers  prevail¬ 
ed,  though  by  her  contrivance  they  were  purpofely 
affembled  in  the  palace,  that  there  polled  by  a  door 
behind  a  curtain,  fecure  from  fight,  fire  might  yet 
eafily  overhear.  Nay,  at  a  time  when  the  Embaf- 
fadors  from,  Armenia  were  pleading  before  Nero 
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a  caufe  of  their  nation,  fhe  was  advancing  to  af- 
cend  the  Imperial  Tribunal,  and  to  fit  in  joint  judg¬ 
ment  with  the  Emperor,  if  Seneca,  feeing  all  the 
reft  mute  through  fear,  had  not  remembered  him 

*  to  defcend  and  meet  his  mother.’  Thus,  under  the 
guife  of  filial  reverence,  that  public  difgrace  was 
prevented. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  tidings  were  brought 
by  the  flying  alarms  of  rumour,  <  that  the  Parthi- 
‘  ans  having  broke  out  into  frefh  hoftiiities,  had  feiz- 
4  ed  Armenia,  and  exterminated  Rhadamiftus,* 
who,  often  Sovereign  of  that  Kingdom,  and  as  often 
a  fugitive,  had  now  too  abandoned  the  war.  At 
Rome  therefore,  a  city  fond  of  defcanting  upon  the 
public,  they  began  to  inquire,  ‘  how  a  Prince,  fcarce 
c  palled  his  feventeenth  year,  could  undertake  fo 
c  mighty  a  charge,  how  repulfe  fuch  a  potent  foe  ? 

‘  what  protection  to  the  State  from  a  youth  govern- 
c  ed  by  a  woman  ?  would  he,  upon  this  occafion  alfo, 

‘  hy  the  miniftry  of  his  tutors  ?  would  his  tutors 
c  light  battles,  ftorm  towns,  and  execute  the  other 
c  functions  of  war?’  Others,  on  the  contrary,  alled<^- 
ed,  ‘  that  it  had  thus  better  happened,  than  if  the 

*  weight,  and  care  of  that  war  had  fallen  upon  Clau- 
c  dius,  under  all  the  defeds  of  old  age  and  ftupidity, 

*  one  who  would  have  blindly  obeyed  the  di&ates  of 
his  flaves.  Burrhus  and  Seneca  were  known  for  men 

4  of  long  and  various  experience  in  affairs,  and  to 
the  emperor  himfel!  how  little  was  wanting  of 
matuie  age  ?  when  Pompey,  in  his  eighteenth 
year,  Octavius  Oaefar  in  his  nineteenth,  each  fufl- 
‘  tained  the  weight  of  a  civil  war  ?  Under  public 
rulers,  more  was  accomphfhed  by  counfels,  and 
‘  influence,  than  by  arms  and  force.  Nero  befides 

*  would  foon  exhibit  a  manifeft  proof,  whether  he 

*  employed  worthy  or  unworthy  Counfellors,  if  his 
‘  choice  of  a  General  fell,  without  pique  or  parti- 
4  ality,  upon  a  man  of  fignal  reputation,  rather  than 

upon 
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‘  upon  one  that  was  only  wealthy,  and  trufted  to 

c  favour  and  intrigues.’ 

AA  hurt  thcie  and  the  like  difcourfes  employed  the 
public,  Nero,  to  fupply  the  Legions  in  the  Eaft, 
ordered  recruits  to  be  railed  through  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  and  the  Legions  themfelves  to  be  polfed 
near  to  Armenia ;  as  alfo  that  the  ancient  Kings, 
Agrippa  and  Antiochus,  fhould  make  ready  their 
forces,  luch  as  might  enable  them  to  invade  the 
territories  of  the  Parthians ;  and  that  bridges  fhould 
be  forthwith  made  upon  the  Euphrates.  To  Arif- 
tobulus  he  moreover  committed  the  Idler  Armenia, 
and  the  region  of  Sophenes  to  Sohemus,  with  the 
enfigns  of  Royalty  and  title  of  Kings.  There  arofe 
I  ike  wife  to  Vologefes  a  competitor  for  his  Crown, 
even  his  own  fon  Vardanes.  Hence  the  Parthians 
withdrew  from  Armenia,  fo  as  if  they  meant  to  re¬ 
turn,  and  only  poftponed  the  war. 

But,  in  the  Senate,  all  this  was  extolled  above 
meafure,  by  fuch  as  voted,  4  that  days  of  public 
‘  fupp] ications  fhould  be  decreed  to  the  Gods,  that 
c  on  thofe  public  days  the  Prince  fhould  wear  the 
‘  triumphal  robe;  that  he  fhould  enter  the  city  in 
c  the  pomp  of  Ovation ,  that  to  him  a  flatue  fhould 
‘  be  eredced,  of  the  fame  bulk  with  that  of  Mars 
‘  the  Avenger,  and  in  the  fame  temple.’  Belides 
their  habitual  pronenefs  to  flattery,  they  fincerely 
rejoiced  that,  for  the  reconquefl  of  Armenia,  he 
had  preferred  Domitius  Corbulo,  whence  a  door 
feemed  to  be  opened  for  the  reward  of  virtue  and 
merit.  The  forces  in  the  Eafl  were  fo  divided,  that 
part  of  the  auxiliaries,  with  two  Legions,  were  to 
remain  in  Syria,  under  the  command  of  Numidius 
Quadratus  governor  of  the  province  ;  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  Romans  and  allies  were  affigned  to  Corbulo, 
with  an  addition  of  the  cohorts,  and  other  troops, 
which  wintered  in  Cappadocia.  The  confederate 
Kings  were  ordered  to  obey  either,  according  to  the 
;  exigencies 
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exigencies  of  the  war;  but  their  affections  were  much 
more  devoted  to  Corbulo,  who,  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  fame,  which  in  all  new  enterprizes  has 
ever  moft  powerful  influence,  marched  with  expe¬ 
dition,  and  at  dEgeas,  a  city  of  Cilicia,  was  met  by 
Quadratus,  who  advanced  purpofely  thus  far,  left 
Corbulo,  if  he  had  entered  Syria  to  receive  his 
forces  there,  fhould  draw  upon  himfelf  the  eyes  of 
all  men,  large  as  he  was  in  his  perfon,  a  magni¬ 
ficent  fpeaker,  and,  befides  the  efteem  of  his  wif- 
dom  and  great  experience,  even  things  empty  in 
themfelves,  his  air  and  fafhion  ferved  powerfully 
to  recommend  him. 

Both,  however,  warned  Vologefes  by  meffages, 
c  to  prefer  peace  to  war,  and  by  delivering  hof- 
6  tages  to  preferve  towards  the  Roman  people 
*  that  reverence  which  was  wont  to  be  paid  by 
c  his  anceftors.’  Vologefes  too,  in  order  to  make 
the  more  effedual  preparations  for  war,  or  perhaps 
to  remove  under  the  name  of  hoftages,  fuch  as  he 
fufpedfed  of  aiming  at  the  Diadem,  yielded  the 
moil  illustrious  of  the  family  of  Arfacides.  They 
were  received  by  Hifteius  the  Centurion,  who  had 
been  for  this  very  end  difpatched  to  the  King  by 
Numidius.  When  this  became  known  to  Corbulo, 
he  ordered  Arrius  Varus,  Prefect  of  a  Cohort,  to 
go  and  take  them ;  hence  a  cjuarrel  arofe  between 
the  Centurion  and  the  Prefedt,  but,  to  prevent  the 
fame  from  becoming  the  fport  of  foreign  nations, 
to  the  hoffages  themfelves  and  deputies° who  con- 
dudfed  tnem,  the  decifion  of  the  difference  was 
committed,  and  they  preferred  the  preteniions  of 
Corbulo,  in  regard  of  his  late  exaltation,  and  even 
from  a  certain  biafs  towards  him  in  the  hearts  of 
our  enemies.  Hence  a  fource  of  difeord  between 
the  Generals.  Numidius  complained  that  he  was 
bereft  of  what  he  had  by  his  own  counfels  atchieved  ; 
Corbulo  j  on  the  contrary,  maintained  that  the  King 

had 
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had  not  inclined  to  yield  hoftages,  till  he  himfelf 
being  appointed  to  condudf  the  war,  had  changed 
his  hopes  into  fear.  Nero,  to  compofe  their  jar- 
rings,  ordered  public  declarations  to  be  made, 
“  that  for  the  fuccefsful  conduct  of  Quadratus  and 
“  Corbulo,  the  laurel  fhould  be  annexed  to  their 
44  fa  fees/’  Thefe  tranfadfions,  though  they  reached 
into  the  year  of  the  fucceeding  Confuls,  I  have 
thus  laid  together. 

The  fame  year,  Nero  applied  to  the  Senate  for 
a  flatue  to  his  father  Domitius,  and  for  the  Confu- 
lar  ornaments  to  Afconius  Labeo,  who  had  been 
his  Tutor.  Statues  to  himfelf  of  folid  filver  and 
gold,  he  refufed,  and  oppofed  fuch  who  propofed 
them  ;  and,  notwithstanding  an  ordinance  of  Senate, 
that  the  year  for  the  future  fhould  begin  on  De¬ 
cember,  the  month  in  which  Nero  was  born,  he 
preferved  the  ancient  folemnity  of  beginning  the 
year  with  the  firft  of  January.  Neither  would  he 
admit  a  criminal  profecution  againft  Carinas  Celer 
the  Senator,  upon  the  accufation  of  a  Have  y  nor 
againft  Julius  Denfus  of  the  Equeftrian  Order, 
charged  as  a  delinquent  for  his  devotion  to  Britan- 
nicus. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Nero  and  Lucius  Antiftius, 
as  the  Magiftrates  were  fwearing  upon  the  acts  of 
the  Emperors,  he  withheld  Antiftius  his  collegue 
from  fwearing  upon  his ;  an  aeftion  copioufly  ex¬ 
tolled  by  the  Fathers,  with  defign  that  his  youthful 
fpirit,  firft  animated  by  the  glory  refulting  from 
light  things,  might  proceed  to  court  the  fame  in 
things  which  were  greater.  There  followed  an  in- 
ilance  of  his  mercy  towards  Piautius  Lateranus, 
formerly  degraded  from  the  order  of  Senator,  for 
adultery  with  MefTalina,  but  now  by  Nero  ref tored. 
He  chofe  to  make  many  profeftions  of  clemency  in 
the  frequent  fpeeches  whth  Seneca,  either  to  mani- 
feft  what  worthy  counfels  he  gave,  or  in  oftentation 
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of  his  own  wit,  uttered  in  publick  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Emperor. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  authority  of  his  mother 
became  by  little  and  little  flighted  and  impaired  ; 
for  Nero  having  fallen  into  a  paflion  for  a  franchifed' 
damfel,  her  name  A£le,  at  the  fame  time  aftumed' 
as  confidents  in  his  amour  Otho  and  Claudius  Se- 
necio,  the  firft  of  a  Confular  family,  the  other  a 
ion  of  one  of  the  Emperor’s  freedmen,  both  youths 
of  graceful  perfons,  who  firft,  unknown  to  his  mo¬ 
ther,  then  in  fpight  of  her,  had  by  fellowfhip  in 
luxury  and  fecret  pleafures  crept  into  an  unbounded 
intimacy  with  him.  Nor  did  even  his  fevereft  mi- 
nifters  thwart  this  intrigue,  when  with  a  woman 
of  low  condition,  to  the  injury  of  no  man,  the 
Prince  fatisfied  his  youthful  inclinations  and  plea¬ 
fures.  For,  Gdfavia  his  wife,  however  iliuftrious. 
in  her  birth,  however  celebrated  for  her  virtue,  he 
intirely  naufeated,  whether  from  blind  fatality,  or 
that  forbidden  purfuits  are  more  prevalent  and  at-, 
tractive.  Befides,  it  was  dreaded  that,  had  he  been 
withheld  from  that  gallantry,  he  would  have  dar- 
ingly  polluted  Ladies  of  high  quality. 

Now  Agrippina  ftormed,  ‘  that  a  manumifed 
4  Have  was  become  her  competitrefs,  a  handmaid 
<  her  daughter-in-law,’  with  other  the  like  angry 
invedlives  of  an  incenfed  woman.  Nor  would  file 
pracfife  the  leafi:  patience,  til]  her  fon  were  re¬ 
claimed  by  being  alhamed  or  furfeited  ;  though  the 
fouler  her  reproaches  were,  the  more  vehemently 
fire  fired  his  paflion.  So  that,  overcome  at  laft  by 
its  fuperior  force,  .he  fhook  off  all  reverence  for  his 
mother,  and  furrendered  himfelf  intirely  to  Seneca, 
who  had  a  friend  named  Annaeus  Serenus,  that  had 
hitherto  cloaked  the  Prince’s  paflion  for  A&e,  by 
feigning  one  of  his  own,  and  furnifhed  his  name,  * 
that  in  it  he  might  openly  prefent  to  her  whatever 
Nero  in  fecret  bellowed  upon  her.  And  now  A- 

grippina. 
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grippina,  changing  her  arts  and  addrefs,  affailed  his 
youthful  fpirit  with  foftnefs  and  blandifhments,  fhe 
offered  him  c  her  own  chamber,  that  there,  and 
c  even  within  her  own  arms,  he  might  more  co- 
‘  vertly  accomplifh  whatever  the  warmth  of  his 
€  yo^th  and  fovereign  fortune  prompted  him  to/ 
She  even  acknowledged  her  unfeafonable  rigour, 
and  tendered  him  the  difpofal  of  all  her  wealth, 
not  far  fhort  of  the  Imperial  treafures.  For,  as  fhe 
had  lately  been  over  flrifl  in  checking  her  fon,  fo 
now  fhe  was  become  beyond  meafure  fubmiffive  and 
condefcending.  B  his  fudden  change  deceived  not 
Nero  3  and  his  clofeft  friends  dreading  it,  befought 
him,  “  to  beware  of  fnares  from  a  woman  always 
implacable,  and  then  both  implacable  and  dif- 
fembling.”  It  happened  about  that  time,  that  as 
Nero  was  furveying  the  precious  ornaments,  in 
which  the  wives  and  mothers  of  the  Emperors 
were  wont  to  fhine,  he  chofe  out  certain  rich  rai¬ 
ment  with  manyjewels,  and  fent  them  as  prefents 
to  his  mother  ;  nor  were  the  fame  any  wife  fHnted, 
iince  the  choiceft  things,  and  fuch  as  others  paf- 
fionately  covet,  w^ere  by  him,  unafked,  prefented 
to  her.  But  Agrippina  waxed  violent,  and  faid, 

*  that  by  thefe  gifts,  the  adorning  of  her  perfon 
c  was  not  intended,  but  rather  her  exclulion  from 

*  all  befides  ;  and  her  fon  would  thus  divide  with 
c  her  what  he  had  wholly  received  from  her.’  Nor 
were  there  wanting  thofe  who  related  thefe  her 
words  with  aggravations. 

Nero  therefore,  provoked  with  thofe  who  mana¬ 
ged  and  upheld  the  imperious  fpirit  of  Agrippina, 
difmifTed  Pallas  from  the  employment  which  he  had 
received  from  Claudius,  and  in  it  had  afled  like  the 
fovereign  director  of  the  Empire.  It  is  reported  that, 
as  he  departed  the  palace*  attended  by  a  mighty 
throng  of  followers,  Nero  faid,  not  unpleafantly, 

*  Pallas  is  going  to  abdicate  his  fovereign ty. 

Pallas 
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Pallas  had,  in  truth,  ftipulated,’  That  he  flioald 
4  be  queftioned  for  no  part  of  his  paft  behaviour ; 
‘  and,  for  his  accounts,  the  public  fhould  have 
c  no  more  demands  upon  him,  than  he  upon  the 
4  public.”  After  this  Agrippina  quite  abandoned 
herfelf  to  a  ftile  of  threats  and  terrors,  nor  fpared 
fhe  to  utter  them  in  the  Emperor’s  hearing,  but 
declared,  4  that  Britannicus  was  now  grown  up, 
4  the  natural  dependent  from  Claudius,  and  worthy 
4  to  a  Hume  the  Empire  of  his  father ;  an  Empire 
4  which  one,  who  was  a  foil  only  by  adoption  and 
4  ingraftment,  fwayed  by  trampling  upon  his  own 
4  mother.  She  freely  confented  that  all  the  cry- 
4  ing  calamities  brought  upon  that  unhappy  houfe, 
4  ihould  be  laid  open  to  the  world,  and  firft  in 
4  the  lift  her  own  inceftnous  marriage  with  her 
4  uncle,  then  her  own  guilt  in  poifoning  her  huf- 
Dand.  One  only  conlolation,  by  the  providence 
4  of  the  Gods  and  her  own,  remained  to  her,  that 
4  her  ftep-fon  was  ftill  left  alive;  with  him  fhe 
4  would  repair  to  the  camp,  where,  on  one  fide, 
would  be  heard  the  daughter  of  Germanicus,  on 
4  the  other,  Burrhus  and  Seneca,  the  firft  with  his 
4  maimed  hand,  the  fecond  with  the  ftile  of  a  peda- 
gogue,  both  engaged  in  a  conteft  with  her  about 
4  the  fovereign  rule  of  human  kind.’  At  the  fame 
time  fire  tolled  her  menacing  hands,  accumulated 
reproaches,  invoked  the  deified  Claudius,  with  the 
manes  or  the  Silani,  and  of  fo  many  others  whofe 
murders  fhe  had  in  vain  perpetrated  ! 

AH  this  alarmed  Nero,  and  as  the  following  day 
was  that  of  the  nativity  of  Britannicus,  who^on  it 
accomphflied  his  fourteenth  year,  he  revolved,  wnth- 
in  himfelf,  now  upon  the  violent  fpirit  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  then  upon  the  promifing  genius  of  that  youth 
of  which,  during  the  late  Feftival  of  the  Saturnalia’ 
he  had  given  a  remarkable  ipecimen,  and  by  it  ac¬ 
quired  uni  venal  efteem.  Beftdes  other  fports,  on 

that 
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that  occafion,  amongft  them  and  others  of  the  like 
age  and  condition,  as  they  drew  lots  who  fhould 
be  King  of  the  play,  the  lot  fell  upon  Nero.  He 
therefore,  in  that  quality,  gave  to  all  the  reft  dif- 
tinet  commands,  yet  fuch  as  expofed  them  to  no 
ridicule  ;  but  that  to  Britannicus  was,  to  ftand  forth 
in  the  center  of  the  company,  and  there  begin  fomc 
fong.  From  attempting  this  talk  he  hoped  the  boy 
would  become  an  objedf  of  laughter,  untrained  as 
he  was  even  in  the  parts  of  fober  converfation,  much 
more  in  the  rants  of  drunkards.  Britannicus,  how¬ 
ever,  with  an  addrefs  fteady  and  undifturbed,  raifed 
his  voice  to  fome  verfes  which  imported,  how  he 
*  was  bereft  of  his  natural  inheritance  and  the  Im- 
c  perial  power/  Hence  he  drew  compaftion  from 
thofe  who  heard  him,  which  was  the  more  unre- 
ftrained,  for  that  their  gaity  and  the  night  had  ba- 
nifhed  hypocrify.  Nero  was  ftruck  with  the  invi¬ 
dious  application,  and  grew  into  ftill  more  mortal 
hate ;  but,  however  urged  to  difpatch  by  the  mena¬ 
ces  of  Agrippina,  yet  as  his  brother  was  without 
crime,  and  openly  he  dared  not  command  his  exe¬ 
cution,  he  let  about  a  fecret  machination.  He 
ordered  poifon  to  be  prepared,  and  as  his  agent  in 
it  employed  Julius  Pollio  Tribune  of  a  Praetorian 
Cohort,  in  whofe  cuftody  was  kept  a  woman  under 
condemnation  for  poifoning,  Locufta,  famous  for 
many  black  iniquities  in  that  art.  For,  as  to  any 
obftacle  from  thofe  who  were  neareft  about  the  per- 
fon  of  Britannicus,  care  had  been  long  lince  taken 
that  they  fhould  be  fuch  as  were  to  have  no  fenfe 
of  common  honefty,  or  confcience  of  their  faith 
and  duty.  The  firft  poifon  he  took  was  even  ad- 
•miniftered  by  the  hands  of  his  governors,  but  with¬ 
out  effect,  being  voided  in  a  loofenefs ;  whether  in 
itfelf  it  wanted  energy,  or,  to  prevent  a  difcovery 
by  its  fudden  rage,  had  been  qualified.  Nero,  who 
was  impatient  of  flow  progrefs  in  his  cruelty,  threa¬ 
tened 
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tened  terribly  the  Tribune,  and  was  dooming  the 
Sorcerefs  to  execution,  (  for  that,  whilft  they  only 
*  apprehended  the  out-cries  of  the  people,  and 
c  were  meditating  ways  to  acquit  themfelves,  they 
4  poftponed  the  fecurity  of  the  Prince.5  Hence  they 
undertook  to  prepare  a  dofe  which,  fudden  as  a 
dagger,  fhould  difpatch  him,  and  in  a  chamber  next 
to  the  Emperor’s,  the  deadly  potion  was  feethed, 
compounded  of  feveral  poifons,  all  of  experienced 
rapidity. 

At  meals,  it  was  the  manner  of  the  children  of 
Princes,  accompanied  with  other  young  nobles,  to 
be  ferved  in  a  fitting  pofture,  in  the  fight  of  their 
neared;  kindred,  at  a  feparate  table,  and  more  fpa- 
ringly  covered.  While  Britannicus  was  thus  at 
meat,  the  opportunity  was  taken  ;  but,  forafmuch 
as  whatever  he  eat  or  drank,  was  fird  tried  by  a 
fpecial  officer  of  his,  a  tader,  to  the  end  therefore 
that  neither  this  ufage  might  be  omitted,  nor  by 
the  death  of  both,  the  iniquity  be  detected,  the  guile 
was  thus  concerted.  To  Britannicus  drink  was  pre- 
fented,  fuch  as  was  yet  free  from  all  infection,  and 
tried  by  the  tader,  but  fealding  hot,  and  for  that 
reafon  returned  by  Britannicus  ;  hence  it  was  quali¬ 
fied  with  cold  water,  in  which  the  poifon  was  pour¬ 
ed,  which  leized  all  his  organs  with  fuch  fudden 
efficacy,  that  he  was  at  once  bereft  of  fpeech  and 
life.  Fear  and  trembling  podeded  his  companions  * 
fuch  too  as  comprehended  not  the  mydery,  indantly 
retired,  but  thofe  of  deeper  difeernment  remained, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  RcdfciMy  upon  Nero,  who,  as 
he  lay  in  a  reclining  podure,  declared,  with  the 
air  of  one  utterly  ignorant,  “  That  it  was  a  ufual 

dt  of  the  falling-ficknefs,  with  which  Britannicus 
‘  from  his  early  childhood  had  been  affixed,  and 
c  by  degrees  his  fight  and  underdanding  would  re- 
‘  turn.’  But  in  Agrippina  fuch  tokens  of  dread  and 
condernation  of  fpirit  broke  out,  though  by  difguifed 

looks 
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looks  file  laboured  to  fmother  the  fame,  that  it  was 
manifeft  fhe  was  as  much  a  ftranger  to  the  doom 
of  Britannicus  as  was  his  own  fitter  O&avia ;  for, 
by  his  death  foe  was  fenfible,  that  her  laft  refuse 
was  1  Hatched  fiom  her,  and  faw  an  awakening  ex¬ 
ample  of  parricide  before  her.  Even  O&avia,  how¬ 
ever  raw  in  years,  had  learnt  to  hide  under  diifimu- 
lation  her  grief  and  tendernefs,  and  every  other  af- 
fecfion  of  her  loul.  So,  after  a  fhort  filence,  the 
pieafantry  of  the  entertainment  v/as  refumed. 

L  pon  one  and  the  fame  night  were  feen  the  un¬ 
timely  fate  of  Britannicus  and  his  funeral  pile;  for 
befoienand  had  been  prepared  all  the  appointments 
for  his  buiial,  which  itfelf  proved  but  moderate  and 
ftinted.  In  the  Field  of  IVIars,  however,  his  re¬ 
mains  were  reported,  during  fuch  tempeftuous  rains 
as  the  populace  believed  to  be  denunciations  of  the 
wrath  of  the  Deities  againft  the  crying  deed  ;  a 
deed  which  yet  was  in  the  judgment  of  many  men, 
entituled  to  pardon,  whilft  they  conhdered  the  wont¬ 
ed  diftenfions  eternally  happening  between  rival 
brothers,  and  the  incommunicable  genius  of  love- 
reignty.  ^  It  is  related  by  moft  of  the  writers  of  thofe 
times,  that,  for  fome  time  before  the  murder,  Nero 
had  denied  the  youth  by  frequent  conflupration  ; 
fo  that  this  his  death,  however  fuddenly  procured 
during,  the  inviolable  hofpitality  of  the  table,  and 
fo  precipitately  that  to  his  lifter  not  a  moment  was 
allowed  for  a  laft  embrace,  and  under  the  eye  of 
his  capital  enemy,  yet  could  not  appear  too  early 
incurred,  nor  even  cruelly  infli&ed,  though  by  it 
the  laft  branch  of  the  Claudian  race  was  extirpated, 
hnce  it  was  a  branch  vitiated  by  unnatural  pollution 
before  it  perifhed  by  poifon.  Nero,  by  an  edia, 
juftified  the  hafty  difpatch  of  the  obfequies ;  the 
fame,  he  faid,  was  the  inftitution  of  our  anceftors, 
f  prefently  to  withdraw  from  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
€  lie  the  corfes  of  fuch  as  fell  before  their  prime, 

nor 
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‘  nor  to  flay  to  lengthen  the  folemnity  by  pomp  and 
4  funeral  orations.  He  too  in  Britannicus  had  loll 
4  the  fupport  of  a  brother ;  hence  all  his  furviving 
4  hopes  relted  folely  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
4  hence  with  the  greater  tendernefs  ought  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  people  to  cherilh  a  Prince,  who  alone 
fundved  of  a  family  born  to  fullain  fovereignty.” 
He  then  dillinguilhed  his  moll  noted  friends  with 
great  donations ;  nor  were  there  wanting  fucli  as 
feverely  cenlured  fome,  who  notwithllanding  their 
avowed  gravity,  were  yet  parting  amonglAhem- 
felyes,  like  fpoils  taken  in  war,  the  polleffions  of 
Britannicus,  his  palaces  in  Rome,  and  his  manors 
and  villas  throughout  Italy.  Others  believed,  that 
they  were  conRrained  to  accept  them,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Emperor,  wiio  flung  with  the  guilt  of  his 
own  confidence,  hoped  that  his  crimes  would  be 
overlooked,  if  by  largell'es  he  could  engage  in  his 
intereft  the  moll  powerful  men  in  the  Rate.  But 
his  mother’s  wrath,  no  liberalities  could  affwao-e- 
Ihevyas  Hill  careffing  Octavia,  hill  holding  fecret 
cabals  with  her  confidents ;  and,  belides  the  ufual 
cravings  of  her  inherent  avarice,  the  was  on  all 
hands  exacting  and  amaffing  treafure,  as  if  by  it 
Ihe  had  fome  great  defign  to  fupport.  The  Tri- 
bunes  and  Centurions  Ihe  received  with  great  court 
and  affability,  and  to  the  quality  and  merit  of  fuch 
of  tne  vimious  nobility  as  even  then  remained,  Ihe 
paid  dillinguilhed  honour;  as  if  Ihe  were  thus  lludy- 
mg  to  create  a  party,  and  find  a  leader.  Thefe  her 
mealures  were  known  to  Nero ;  and  therefore  the 
guards  which  attended  at  her  gate  (a  pre-eminence 
which  Ihe  he  d  as  confort  to  the  late  Emperor,  and 
had  continued  to  her,  as  mother  to  this)  were  by 
his  order  withdrawn,  together  with  the  band  of 
Germans  which,  as  an  additional  honour,  had  been 
joined  to  the  former.  Moreover,  to  prevent  Iter 

lTed  ^  fUCh  3  thrv’=  °f  “urtiers>  ^ 
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feparated  her  habitation  from  his,  and  conveyed  her 
into  the  houie  which  had  belonged  to  Antonia. 
There,  as  often  as  he  vifited  her,  he  went  always 
furrounded  with  a  crowd  of  officers,  and  after  the 
ihort  ceremony  of  returning  her  lalute,  immediately 
departed. 

Of  all  mortal  things  there  is  nought  fo  unftable 
and  tranfitory,  as  the  name  of  power  which  Hands 
not  upon  its  own  native  vigour  and  bafis.  InHantly 
thehoufeof  Agrippina  was  deferted;  none  appeared 
to  give  her  confolation,  none  to  vifit  her,  except 
fome  few  Ladies,  and  whether  from  affe&ion  or 
hate  they  did  it,  is  uncertain.  Amongft  thefe  was 
junia  Silana,  fhe  who  was  by  Meffialina  divorced 
from  Caius  Silius,  as  above  I  have  recounted,  a 
Lady  fignal  in  her  quality,  beauty,  and  lewdnefs, 
and  one,  for  a  long  while,  very  dear  to  Agrippina; 
but,  between  them  afterwards  fecret  heart-burnings 
and  refentments  arole,  for  that  Sextius  Africanus, 
a  noble  youth,  purpofing  to  efpoufe  Sdana,  was  di¬ 
verted  by  Agrippina,  who  urged,  c  that  fhe  was 
<  lewd,  and  paft  her  prime:’  not  that  (lie  meant  to 
referve  Africanus  for  herfelf,  but  left  by  marrying 
Silana,  he  fhould,  as  fhe  had  no  children,  with 
'  her  poffefs  all  her  wealth.  Silana,  who  thought 
fhe  law  a  profpedf  of  vengeance,  inflru&ed  two  of 
lier  own  creatures,  Itunus  and  CalviHus,  to  accule 
her;  neither  did  fhe  attack  her  with  Hale  charges 
often  before  alledged,  fuch  c  as  her  bewailing  the 
4  fate  of  Britannicus,  and  publifhing  the  wrings 
‘  done  to  Octavia,  but  with  defigns  to  Hirup  Ruber 

*  lius  Plautus  to  make  a  revolution  in  the  Hate,  a 
4  nobleman  who,  by  his  mother,  was  in  blood  as 

*  nigh  as  Nero  to  the  deified  AuguHus ;  that  by 
4  efpouhng  him  and  inveHing  him  with^Empiie, 

*  Hie  meant  once  more,  to  feize  the  Comm  on - 
L  wealth.’  All  this  wras  by  Iturius  and  Calvifius  im- 

parted  to  Atimetus  freedman  to  Domitia,  Nero  s 

*  aunt. 
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aunt.  Atirnetus,  overjoyed  at  the  difcovery,  (for 
between  Agrippina  and  Domitiaa  pafTionate  com¬ 
petition  was  maintained)  inftigated  Paris  the  player, 
who  was  alio  Domitia’s  freedman,  to  proceed  with 
ali  hade  to  the  Emperor,  c  and  there  in  tragical 
4  colours,  to  announce  the  crime/ 

It  was  far  in  night,  and  Nero  was  wailing  die 
remainder  in  caroufing,  when  Paris  entered,  who 
elfe  was  wont  at  fuch  feafons  to  heighten  the  volup¬ 
tuous  gayeties  of  the  Prince;  but  now,  with  a  face 
carefully  framed  into  fadnefs,  he  laid  before  Nero  a 
minute  and  orderly  detail  of  the  confpiracy,  and  by 
it  fo  thoroughly  affrighted  him,  that  he  not  only  de¬ 
termined  the  death  of  his  mother  and  of  Plautus, 
but  alfo  to  remove  Burrhus  the  captain  of  his  guards, 
as  one  who  owed  his  promotion  to  the  favour  of 
Agrippina,  and  would  be  ready  to  return  her  the 
like  good  office.  We  have  it  upon  the  authority  of 
Fabius  Rufticus,  6  That  to  Caecina  Tufcus  a  codi- 
4  cil  was  already  difpatched,  entrufting  him  with 
4  the  command  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  but  that, 
4  through  the  credit  and  mediation  of  Seneca,  Bur- 
*  rhus  retained  his  dignity/  According  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Cluvius  and  Piiriy,  no  jealoufy  was  enter¬ 
tained  concerning  the  fidelity  of  the  Pra efedE  But, 
it  muff  be  owned  that  Fabius,  manifefts  a  conffant 
zeal  to  extoll  Seneca,  by  whole  friendffiip  his  own 
fortune  ffourifhed.  As  my  own  purpofe  is  to  follow 
the  general  confent  of  authors,  fo  I  fhall  infert  un¬ 


der  the  name  of  each  whatever  they  diverfly  publifh. 
Nero,  poffeffed  with  dread,  and  with  a  blind  paffion 
to  flay  his  mother,  could  not  be  brought  to  defer 
his  cruel  purpofes,  till  Burrhus  undertook  for  her 
execution,  in  cafe  file  were  convidted  of  the  imputed 
crimes ;  c  but,  to  every  one,  whoever  it  were,  a 
4  liberty  of  defence,  he  faid,  muff  be  granted,  how 
4  much  more  to  a  mother  ?  Nor,  in  truth,  again!! 
*  accufers  appear,  but  only  the  hearfuy 
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*  of  one  man,  and  by  him  brought  from  the  houfe 

*  of  her  enemy,  a  hearfay  too  which  the  circum- 
4  fiances  and  unfeafonable  hour  contributed  to  re- 
4  fiute  ;  it  was  during  the  dead  darknefs  and  folitude 
4  ^of  the  night,  and  during  a  night  fpent  in  the  feffi- 
4  vity  of  banquetting,  when  all  things  confpired  to 
4  produce  only  rafli  judgment  and  uncertainty.” 

The  Emperor’s  fears  being  thus  in  fome  meafure 
all  waged  and  day  returned,  recourfe  was  had  to 
Agrippina  herfelf,  that  having  notified  to  her  the 
feveral  charges  againft  her,  fine  might  invalidate  the 
fame,  or  bear  the  punifhment.  Thefe  orders  were 
performed  by  Burrhus,  in  the  prefence  of  Seneca  ; 
there  attended  likewife  fome  of  the  Emperor’s  freed- 
men,  to  watch  his  difcourfe.  Burrhus,  after  he  had 
to.  her  explained  her  crimes,  and  given  her  the  names 
of  thofewho  alledged  them,  proceeded  to  high  words 
and  menaces.  Agrippina  retained  Hill  the  wonted 
fiercenefs  of  her  fpirit ;  4  I  wonder  not,  faid  die, 
4  that  to  Silana  who  never  bore  a  child,  the  tender 
4  affections  of  a  mother  are  thus  unknown  ;  for 
4  children  are  not  fo  eafily  changed  by  their  parents, 
4  as  by  a  harlot  are  her  adulterers  ,  nor,  becaufe 
4  Iturius  and  Calvifius,  after  having  riotoufiy  de- 

*  voured  their  whole  fortunes,  profiitute  themfelves, 
4  for  their  laft  refource,  to  gratify  the  vengeance 
4  of  an  old  woman,  by  turning  my  accufers,  does 
c  it  therefore  follow  that  I  am  to  undergo  the  foul 
c  infamy  of  parricide,  or  that  any  apprehenfions 
4  diould  thence  alarm  the  mind  of  Caefar.  As  to 
4  Domitia,  I  would  thank  her  even  for  all  the  ef- 
4  forts  of  her  enmity  to  me,  if  in  inftances  of  tender- 
4  nefs  towards  my  child  Nero,  lire  would  drive  to 
4  exceed  me.  At  prelent,  by  the  miniftration  Qf 
4  Atimetus  her  minion,  and  of  Paris  the  player,  die 
G  is  framing  a  plot,  like  one  for  the  ftage  \  but  die 
^  Was  occupied  in  trimming  the  canals  of  her  villa 
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4  at  Baise,  at  a  time  when  by  my  councils  and  ma- 
‘  nagement,  he  was  adopted  into  the  Claudian  name, 
v  mvefted  with  the  Proconfular  authority,  defigned 

*  to  the  Confulfhip,  and  all  other  meafurcs  taken 
’  proper  for  acquiring  him  the  Empire.  In  fhort, 

produce  the  perfon,  v/ho  can  charge  me,  either 

*  with  attempting  the  faith  of  the  guards  at  Rome, 
£  or  with  fhaking  the  allegiance  of  the  provinces, 
c  or  with  fuborning  the  Prince’s  Haves  and  freedmen 
v  to  treafon  againfc  his  perfon.  Under  the  reign  ofBri- 
v  tannicus,  indeed,  had  he  poffefTed  the  fovereignty,, 
4  I  could  have  preferved  my  life  ;  but,  were  Plautus 
c  or  any  other  to  gain  the  fupreme  rule,  and  thence 

a  power  of  pronouncing  judgment  upon  any 
6  -procefs  again#  me,  is  it  likely  that  I  fhould  want 

*  accufers,  when,  even  under  Nero,  there  are  thofe 
4  who  (land  up  to  accufe  me,  not  of  words,  fome- 
‘  times  by  me  incautiously  uttered  in  the  heat  of 

*  .affedtion  and  pity,  but  of  treafon  fo  flagrant,  that 
e  only  through  the  bowels  of  a  fon  for  his  mother,.. 
c  Ean  ^  acquitted  by  mine  ?’  Compunction  feized 
ah  who  attended  her  ;  they  voluntarily  Prove,  to- 
allay  the  fwelimgs  of  her  heart,  and  fhe  demand¬ 
ed  an  interview  with  her  fon.  During  it,  ihe  al- 
. edged  not  a  fyllable  in  behalf  of  her  innocence, 
like  one  who  miflxufled  herfelf,  nor  of  his  engage¬ 
ments  to  gratitude,  like  one  who  could  reproach 
him  for  want  of  it,  but  infilled  that  vengeance 
fhould  be  done  upon  her  accufers,  recompences  be 
conferred  on  her  friends,  and  obtained  both.  To 
t  enius  Rufus  was  granted  the  fuperintendance  of 
pro  vi  lions,  to  Arruntius  Stella  the  dire&ion  of  the 
public  fhews,  which  the  Emperor  was  preparing  to 
exhibit,  and  to  Caius  Balbillus  the  government  of 
;Tgypt;  that  of  Syria  was  afligned  to  Publius  An- 
tems,  but  by  various  feints  and  ftratagems  he  was,: 
from  time  to  time,  eluded  of  the  pofleflion,  and  at 
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lad  detained  for  rood  and  all  at  Rome.  Silana 

o 

was  fent  into  exile.  Calvifms  too  and  Iturius  were 
banifhed.  Upon  Atimetus  capital  pains  were  in- 
f:  idled  ;  but  Paris  was  of  too  prevailing  confequence 
to  the  Emperor  in  his  debauches,  to  be  fubjedted 
to  punifhment.  Plautus  was  for  the  prefent  pafied 
over  in  filence.' 


A  charge  was  thereafter  brought  againd  Pallas 
and  Burrhus,  6  for  having  engaged  in  a  defign  of 
1  advancing  to  the  Empire  Cornelius  Sylla,  in  re- 
i  gard  of  his  fplendid  defcent  and  alliance  with  Clau- 
4  dies,’  whole  fcn-in-law  he  was,  having  efpoufed 
his  daughter  Antonia.  This  accufation  was  fup- 
ported  by  one  Psetus,  a  fellow  infamous  for  bufily 
promoting  confl fcations  in  the  exchequer,  and  pur- 
chafing  the  effedts  of  fuch  as  were  condemned. 
Equally  notorious  too,  upon  this  occafion,  was  the 
vanity  and  falfhood  of  his  allegations  ;  yet,  the  ap¬ 
parent  innocence  of  Pallas  proved  not  fo  well  plea¬ 
ting,  as  his  arrogance  proved  (hocking  ;  for,  upon 
naming  to  him  thofe  of  his  freedmen  who  were  faid 
to  have  been  his  accomplices,  he  anfwered,  6  That 
‘  at  home  he  never  ufed  any  other  way  of  Signifying 

*  his  pleafure  than  fometimes  by  a  nod,  fometimes 
4  by  a  motion  of  his  hand  ;  or,  if  his  commands 

*  confided  of  many  particulars,  he  then  committed 
<  the  fame  to  writing ;  fo  that,  at  all  adventures, 
4  he  ever  avoided  to  mix  indifeourfe  with  his  dome- 
4  flics.’  Burrhus,  notwithftanding  he  was  arraigned, 
fate  and  voted  with  the  other  judges,  and  upon  the 
accufer  the  doom  of  banifhment  was  inflicted.  His 
duplicates  too  were  burnt,  the  indruments  by  which 
he  was  wont  to  exadt  frefh  payment  to  the  cancel¬ 
led  claims  of  the  exchequer. 

Towards  the  clofe  cf  the  year,  was  removed  the 
band  of  men  which,  as  a  guard,  was  wont  to  attend 

at  the  celebration  of  the  public  plays,  thence  to  ex- 
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hibit  a  more  plaufihle  appearance  of  popular  liberty, 
as  alfo  to  preferve  the  loldiery  from  tainting  their 
difcipline  by  the  difTolute  licentioufnefs  of  the  theatre, 
and  moreover  c  to  prove,  whether  the  popmace 
4  would  (till  retain  the  fame  mob  thy  of  behaviour, 

<•  now  the  guards  were  removed.5  At  the  admonitions 
of  the  foothfayers,  the  Emperor  purified  the  city  by 
lurtration,  for  that  the  temples  of  Jupiter  and  Mi¬ 
nerva  had  been  ftruck  with  lightning. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Quintus  Volufius  and  Publius 
Scipio,  while  profound  quiet  reigned  ail  over  the 
Empire  abroad,  abominable  reveliings  prevailed  at 
Rome,  under  the  leading  of  Nero,  who,  difguifed 
in  the  habit  of  a  have,  went  roaming  about  the 
flreets,  and  fcoured  the  public  inns  and  hews,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fet  of  companions,  who  feizcd  as  prey 
whatever  flood  expofcd  to  fate,  and  aflaulted  whoin- 
’  foever  they  met  \  and  all  thefe  violences  were  com¬ 
mitted  upon  people  fo  unapprized  of  the  author, 
that  he  himfelf  was  once  wounded,  and  bore  the 
fear  in  his  face.  When  afterwards  it  came  to  be 
divulged,  that  it  was  the  Emperor  who  rioted  thus, 
and  as  frefh  outrages  were  daily  done  to  men  and 
ladies  of  illuftrious  quality,  the  name  of  Nero  being 
once  ufed  to  warrant  licentioufnefs,  was  falfly  ai~ 
fumed  as  a  cloak  by  others,  and  many  with  their 
own  feparate  gangs  boldly  prahifed  the  fame  excei- 
fes.  So  that  fuch  were  the  nightly  combuftions  at 
Rome,  as  if  the  city  had  been  {formed  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  taken  captive.  Julius  Montanus,  one  in 
the  rank  of  Senators,  but  hitherto  inverted  with  no 
Magifiiacy,  having  cafually  encountered  the  Prince 
in  the  dark,  refolutely  repulfed  his  a  (faults,  and  af¬ 
terwards  difeovering  him,  implored  his  forgivenefs ; 
but,  as  if  he  had  reproached  the  Emperor,  by  own¬ 
ing  that  he  knew  him,  he  was  compelled  to  die. 
Thenceforward,  however,  Nero  became  more  fear- 
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fu],  and  in  thefe  his  rambles  fortified  himfelf  with  a 
party  of  foldiers  and  a  great  train  of  Gladiators. 
1  heie  interpofed  not  in  the  beginning  of  a  fray, 
nor  while  the  fame  continued  but  moderately  high, 
as  if  it  were  only  a  quarrel  between  particulars,  and 
thcy  were  unconcerned  ;  but,  if  fuch  as  were  in- 
fehed,  refilled  with  vigour,  infiantly  the  men  of 
arms  fell  on.  Nay,  at  the  diverfions  of  the  theatre, 
the  federal  parties  tnat  favoured  particular  players, 
were  by  him  turned  into  hoftile  fadions,  encoun¬ 
tering  as  it  were  in  battle,  animated,  indeed,  by  the 
influence  or  impunity  and  rewards.  Befides,  he 
greedily  attended  thofe  broils,  fometimes  concealed, 
of  ten  as  an  avowed  fpedbator.  'I  hefe  tumults 
went  on,  till  the  people  being  heated  and  rent  into 
difienfions,  and  commotions  ftill  more  terrible  ap¬ 
prehended,  no  other  remedy  was  found  but  that  of 
chiving  the  players  out  of  Italy,  and  of  recalling  the 
foldiers  to  guard  the  theatre. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Senate  had  under con- 
fidcration  the  infolence  and  bafe  dealings  of  the 
Freedmen  towards  their  Lords  ;  and  it  was  demand¬ 
ed  with  great  eagernefs,  <  That  to  patrons  a  pri- 
1  vilege  fhould  be  granted  of  revoking  the  liberty 

*  of  fuch  as  ungratefully  ufed  it.’  For  this  many 
were  ready  to  vote  ;  but  the  Confuls  were  afraid  to 
propofe  the  queftion,  without  apprizing  the  Prince  : 
they,  however,  acquainted  him  by  writing,  with 
the  concurrence  and  biafs  of  the  Senate,  and  con- 
fulted  him  whether  he  would  be  declared  the  author 
of  this  decree,  which  was  oppofed  by  fo  few.  They 
laid  before  him  the  reafonings  on  both  fides,  as 
tt>me  urged  with  great  vehemence  and  refentment, 

*  That,  fince  their  inveftiture  with  liberty,  to  fuch 
®  an  excefs  of  infolence  they  had  foared,  that  they 
4  fcarce  allowed  their  patrons  the  common  treat- 

*  ment  of  equals,  but  ailailed  them  with  infults 

*  violence,  fpurned  at  their  motions  in  the  Se- 

4  nate. 
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4  nate,  lifted  up  their  hands  againft  them,  threa- 
4  tened  them  with  blows ;  and,  with  outrageous  im— 
4  pudence,  warned  their  patrons  from  profecuting 
4  the  delinquencies  of  thefe  their  former  flaves, 

4  And,  in  truth,  what  higher  fatisfadlion  or  amends 
4  was  permitted  to  the  abufed  patron,  than  tobanifh 
4  his  criminal  freedmen  an  hundred  miles  off,  into 
4  the  pleafant  confines  of  Campania  ?  In  every  other 
%  circumftance  the  privileges  of  the  freedman  were 
4  the  fame  with  thofe  of  his  patron.  It  was  there- 
4  fore  expedient  to  arm  the  patron  with  fome  prcro  - 
4  gative  not  to  be  defpifed  ;  nor  could  it  be  a£em- 
4  ed  any  grievance  upon  Haves  manumifed,.  to  pre- 
4  ferve  their  liberty  by  the  fame  dutiful  observances 
4  by  which  they  attained  it.  And,  for  thofe  al- 
4  ready  notoriously  guilty,  it  was  but  juft  to  remand 
4  them  to  the  yoke  of  Servitude,  that  through  their 
4  example,  fear  might  curb  fuch  as  benefits  could 


not  amend:5 


On  the  other  fide  it  was  argued,  4  That  the 
?  tranfgreftion  of  a  few  ought  to  prove  pernicious 
4  only  to  themfelves,  and  nothing  be  derogated 
4  from  the  eftablifhed  rights  of  all ;  they  were  a 
*  body  widely  diffufedy  from  thence  in  a -good  mea- 
4  Aire  the  tribes  were  fupplied,  and  the  colleges  of 
4  fcribes  often  filled.  From  the  fame  fource  arofe 
4  the  feveral  officers  attending  the  Magiftrates  and 
Pontiffs  3  fi  om  thence  too  the  city  cohorts  woe 
enrolled,  nor  from  any  other  original  did  a  multi-- 
c  tude  of  Knights  and  many  Senators  derive  their 
4  pedigree.  Now  if  from  the  feveral  ranks  the  def- 
4  cendents  of  freedmen  were  feparated,  there  would 
(  quickly  be  difcovered  a  manifeft-  fcarcity  of  fuch 
4-  as  were  originally  free.  Not*  without 'good  ground 
4  had  our  anceftors,  when  they  afcertained  the  dif- 
4  tindicn  and  privileges  of  the  three  orders,  award-  - 
4  ed  undiftinguifhed  liberty  to  all  men;  Befide's,  $ 
‘  there  were  two  kinds  of  manumiffion  appointed, 

F  5  4  om 
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\  on  purpofe  to  rcfcrve  a  latitude  for  revoking  liber- 
1  ty,  where  the  grant  was  repented,  or  for  the  ex- 
‘  ercile  of  frefh  generoftty*  by  rendering  the  favour 
‘  irrevocable.  Thofe  who  had  not  been  by  their 
‘  patron  regularly  freed  before  the  Praetor,  remained 
«  Pill  bound  to  hirn  by  a  certain  tye  of  fervitude* 
<•  Every  patron  muff  examine  carefully  the  merit  of 
c  fuch  as  he  meant  to  efifeharge,  and  grant  with  de- 
6  liberation  an  immunity,  which  once  granted  he 
<•  could  never  annuli/  This  opinion  prevailed ;  and 
Nero  wrote  to  the  Senate,  that  they  fhould  try  the 
offences  of  freedmen  fmgly,  whenever  they  were 
profecuted  by  their  patrons,  but  in  nothing  retrench 
from  the  rights  of  the  body.  Not  long  after  Nero 
bereft  Domitia,  his  aunt,  of  Paps  her  freed  man* 
an  act  cone  by  pretended  lav/,  to  the  great  infant} 
the  Prince,  fmee  by  his  fpeciai  authority  was  o' 


of 


V 


b- 


tained  the  judgment  which  after  ted  him  free  born. 

There,  however,  fublifted  ftill  fome  refemblance 
of  the  ancient  Republic  :  for,  in  the  conteft  which 
arofe,  between  Vibullius  the  Praetor  and  Antiftius 


Tribune  of  the  people,  about  fome  turbulent  parti¬ 
sans  of  the  players,  by  the  Praetor  caff  into  irons* 
and  by  order  of  the  Tribune  releafed  ;  the  Senate 
affirmed  the  judgment  of  Vibullius,  and  reprimanded 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  Antiflius.  The  Tribunes 
were  moreover  prohibited  from  entrenching  upon 
.the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Praetors  and  Confuls,  as  alfo 
from  fummoning  before  them  out  of  any  quarters  of 
Italy  fuch  as  might  be  tried  at  tribunals  of  their  own* 
It  was  added  by  Lucius  Pifo  Conful  eledt,  c  "I  hat 

*  in  their  own  houfes  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to 
<  exert  any  act  of  power,  nor  that  under  four  months 
4  the  Quaeftors  of  the  Exchequer  fhould  regifter  the 
4  mulcts  by  them  laid;  that  in  the  interval  there 
4  fhould  he  privilege  to  controvert  their  fentence* 

*  and  that  by  one  of  the  Confuls  the  conteft  fhould 

*  be  determined/  The  jurifdiwtipn  too  of  the 

fEdiles 
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/Ediles  was  further  ftraitened,  arid  it  was  fettled 
how  high  the  Patrician  iEdiles,  how  high  the  Ple¬ 
beian,  might  exadi  furetics,  and  to  what  value  im- 
pofe  penalties.  Thefe  proceedings  encouraged  Hel- 
vidius  Prifcus  to  gratify  his  own  perfonal  pique 
againft-  Obultronius  Sabinius  Quaeftor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  by  charging  him,  4  that  by  his  prerogative  of 
4  confiicating  goods  for  taxes,  he  unmercifully  ex- 
4  torted  upon  the  poor  and  infolvent.’  Alter  this, 
the  management  of  the  Exchequer  was  by  the  Prince 
removed  from  the  Quae  hors,  and  committed  to  the 
Praefedts. 

Various  had  been  tne  regulations  of  this  office, 
and  its  form  often  altered;  for,  Auguftus  had  left  to 
the  Senate  the  power  of  chafing  the  Praefedls. 
Thereafter,  as  the  fufFrages  were  fufpedted  to  have 
been  gained  by  caballing,  out  of  the  lift  of  Praetors 
,rere  drawn  by  lot  fuch  as  were  to  prelide  there. 


w 


Neither  held  this  expedient  long ;  for  that  the  blind 
lot  often  {frayed,  and  fell  upon  thofe  who  were  little 
qualified.  Claudius  therefore  once  more  reftored 
the  Quaehors  ;  and,  that  the  fear  of  railing  enemies 
might  not  flacken  their  adtivity  and  infpedfion,  he 
promifed  them,  by  fpecial  difpenfation,  an  imme¬ 
diate  defignation  to  the  greater  Magiftracies ;  but, 
as  this  was  the  firft  which  they  fuftained,  ripenefs 
of  age  was  found  wanting  in  them;  hence  Nero 
chofe  into  their  places  fuch  as  had  exercifed  the 
Praetorfhip,  and  were  of  tried  abilities. 

Under  the  fame  Confuls  was  condemned  Vipfa- 
nius  Lenas,  for  his  rapacious  adminiftration  in  Sar¬ 
dinia.  Ceftius  Proculus  charged  with  extortion  (his 
accufers  acquiefcing)  was  acquitted.  Clodius  Qui- 
rinalis,  Admiral  oi  the  galleys  which  rode  at  Ra¬ 
venna,  as  he  flood  convidled,  4  for  having  by  his  pro- 
4  Higate  manners  and  adts  of  cruelty,  infefted  Italy, 
4  and  treated  it  as  the  moft  abjedf  of  all  nations,’ 
prevented  by  pcifon  his  impending  condemnation. 

F  6  .  &  Camu- 
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Canninius  Rebilus,  one  of  the  firft  rank  in  Rome,  for 
his  abilities  in  the  law,  and  his  abundant  treafures, 
chofe  a  quick  releafe  from  the  torments  of  an  old  age 
broken  with  infirmities,  by  opening  his  veins,  a 
man  never  before  efteemed  of  magnanimity  fuf- 
iicient  to  encounter  a  voluntary  death,  infamous  as 
he  was  for  a  life  of  lafcivioufnefs  and  effeminacy.. 
But,  illuffrious  and  amiable  in  fame  departed  Lucius 
Volufius,  after  a  long  life  of  ninety  three  years, 
and  the  upright  acquifition  of  fignal  opulence,  with 
the  fmgular  felicity  of  having  never  roufed  the  cruel 
fpirit  of  fo  many  Emperors. 

D  uring  the  fecond  Confulfhip  of  Nero,  and  that 
of  Lucius  Pifo  his  collcgue,  few  events  occurred 
worthy  commemoration,  unlefs  any  writer  liked  to 
fill  pages  in  magnifying  the  vafl  foundations  and 
wooden  ilrudture  of  the  new  Amphitheatre,  an  im- 
menfe  pile  then  erected  by  the  Emperor  in  the  Field 
of  Mars.  But  to  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  people 
it  belongs,  that  in  their  Hiftory  fhould  be  inferted 
illuftrious  events  only,  and  in  the  City-Journals 
fuch  defcriptions  as  thofe.  The  Colonies  however 
of  Capua  and  Nuceria  were  ffrengthened  by  a  fupply 
of  Veterans  ;  to  the  populace  was  diftributed  a  lar- 
gefs  of  four  hundred  imall  fefterces  *  a  man ;  and 
into  the  Exchequer  was  conveyed  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  great  fefterces  f  ;  as  a  fund  to 
fupport  the  credit  of  the  Roman  people.  Moreover, 
the  duty  of  four  in  the  hundred  upon  the  fale  of 
fiaves,  was  remitted,  an  a<5t  rather  fpecious  in  ap¬ 
pearance  than  of  any  efficacy  \  for,  as  the  feller 
was  obliged  to  pay  it,  he  thence  raifed  the  price  up¬ 
on  the  buyer.  The  Emperor  too  ifiued  an  edicT, 

4  that  no  Procurator,  or  any  other  Magiflrate,  who 

*  Betwixt  twelve  and  thirteen  Crowns. 

•f-  Three  Millions  one  hundred  and  twenty* five  thou-* 
(and  pounds. 

-A,  .  .  i  had 
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*  had  obtained  a  charge  in  any  province,  fhould 
‘  exhibit  a  fpedlacle  of  Gladiators  or  of  wild  bea  s, 
4  nor  any  other  popular  entertainment  whatfoever. 
For,  before  this,  they  had  by  inch  adds  or  munifi¬ 
cence  no  lefs  afflicted  thofe  under  their  jui  ilclicLioii >. 
than  by  plundering  them  of  their  money,  whilft, 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  court  to  the  multitude, 
they  flickered  their  arbitrary  delinquencies  and  ra— 


p;n° 


A  decree  of  Senate  alfo  palled  equally  tending  to 
the  avenging  ol  crimes,  and  providing  lor  domtilL 
fecurity,  4  that  if  any  one  was  killed  by  his  flj/en, 

4  thofe  too,  whom  by  his  lake  wnl  he  had  made  free, 

4  if  they  kill  continued  under  the  fame  roof,  fhould 
4  among!!  his  other  fiaves  fuller  execution.  Lucius 
Varius,  one  who  had  been  Conful,  but  for  the 
crimes  of  rapine  formerly  branded  with  degradation, 
was  now  reftored  to  his  primitive  dignity,  and  Pom- 
ponia  Gnecina  a  Lady  of  fignal  quality,  arraigned 
of  having  embraced  an  extraneous  fuperflition,  was 
preferred  to  the  inquifition  of  her  husband  ;  for^fhe 
was  married  to  Plautius,  the  lame  who  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  from  Britain,  entered  the  city  in  the  pomp  of 
Ovation .  Plautius  affembled  her  kindred,  and,  in 
cbfervance  of  primitive  inftitution,  having  in  their 
prefence  taken  cognizance  of  the  behaviour  and  re¬ 
putation  of  his  wife,  adjudged  her  innocent.  To  a 
great  age  this  Lady  lived,  and  under  inceffanj.  far¬ 
row ;  for  ever  after  the  untimely  fate  of  Julia,  (the 
daughter  ofDrufus)  procured  by  the  perfidious  fnares 
of  Meflalina,  fhe  wore  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
no  habit  but  that  of  mourning,  entertained  no  fen- 
timents  but  thofe  of  grief,  a  temper  which  during 
the  reign  of  Claudius  efcaped  with  impunity,  and 
redounded  thereafter  to  her  glory. 

The  fame  year  produced  many  arraignments,  and 
among!!  them  one  again!!  Publius  Ceier,  profecuted 
by  the  province  of  Afia,  with  fuch  inconteftable 

e\  i- 
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evidence,  that  the  Emperor,  finding  no  pretence  to 
dnchai  be  him,  lengthened  out  the  procefs  till  he 
died  of  old  age.  For,  Celer  having,  as  is  above  re¬ 
membered,  di (patched  by  poifon  the  Proconful  Si- 
lanus,  fkreened  under  that  mighty  iniquity  all  his 
other  enormities.  Collutianus  Capito  was  impleaded 
by  the  Cilicians,  4  as  a  man  utterly  abominable  and 
4  infamous,  one  who  claimed  authority  to  commit 
4  in  his  province  the  fame  bold  exorbitancies  which 
4  in  Rome  he  had  committed.’  And  he  found  him- 
felf  fo  forely  befet  with  the  vigour  of  the  accufation, 
tnat  at  lall  he  wholly  abandoned  his  defence,  and 
was  condemned  by  the  law  againft  extortion.  But, 
for  Eprius  Marcellas,  who  was  charged  by  thofe  of 
Lycia  with  the  violation  of  that  very  law,  a  faction 
fo  powerful  was  formed,  that  fame'  of  his  accufers 
were  punimed  with  exile,  4  as  if  they  had  confpired 
4  the  ruin  of  an  innocent  man.’ 

With  Nero,  now  in  his  third  Confulihip,  Vale¬ 
rius  Mefiala  commenced  collegue,  he  whofe  great 
grandfather  Corvinus  the  Orator,  was  by  fame  old 
men  (very  few)  remembered  to  have  been  collegue 
in  the  fame  Magiftracy  with  the  deified  Auguftus, 
who,  by  one  degree  more  remote,  was  anccftor  to 
Nero.  But,  as  an  additional  honour  to  that  illuftri- 
ous  family,  a  yearly  penlion  was  prefented  to  Mef- 
fala,  of  about  twelve  thoufand  crowns,  that  by  it 
he  might  relieve  his  honeft  poverty,  and  ftill  fup- 
port  his  integrity.  To  Aurelius  Cotta  alfa,  and  Ha- 
terius  Antoninus,  annual  appointments  were  aftigned 
by  the  Prince,  though  they  had  wafted  in  voluptu- 
oufnefs  their  paternal  wealth.  In  the  beginning  of 
this  year  the  war  between  the  Parthians  and  Ro¬ 
mans,  for  the  maftery  of  Armenia,  though  it  had 
commenced  with  faint  efforts,  and  hitherto  linger- 
ed,  was  prolecufad  with  vigour;  for,  Vologefes 
Would  neither  fuffer  his  brother  Tiridates  to  be  be¬ 
reft  of  the  monarchy  by  himfelf  conferred  upon  him, 

•  -  nor 


Book  XIII.  OF  TACITUS. 

nor  to  hold  the  fame  as  a  gift  from  any  other  power  y 
and  Corbulo,  cfteemcd  it  becoming  the  grandeur  of 
the  Roman  people,  to  re-eftablifh  the  conquefts  for¬ 
merly  made  by  Lucullus  and  Pompey.  Moreover 
the  Armenians,  a  people  of  double  and  faithleis 
minds,  invited  the  arms  and  protection  of  both, 
though,  from  the  fituation  of  their  country  and  fimi- 
litude  of  manners,  they  flood  in  nearer  conformity 
to  the  Parthians,  being  befldes  commonly  linked 
with  them  in  conjugal  alliances  ;  and,  being  defti- 
tutc  of  all  experience  or  fenfe  of  liberty,  they  were 
thence  rather  addifted  to  Parthian  flavery. 

But,  to  Corbulo  it  proved  greater  labour  to  ftrug- 
oje  with  the  degenerate  doth  of  his  foldiers,  than 
againfl  the  perfidious  dealings  of  his  enemies.  For, 
the  Legions  brought  out  of  Syria,  and  enervated  by 
long  peace,  bore  with  much  impatience  the  labori¬ 
ous  occupations  of  war.  It  fully  appeared  that  in 
that  army  there  were  thofe  who  had  ferved  to  the 
age  of  Veterans,  and  yet  had  never  kept  guard, 
never  flood  (entry,  men  who  beheld  entrenchments 
and  pallifades  as  fights  new  and  wonderful,  and  who, 
in  fpruce  apparel  and  purfuit  of  gain,  without  ever 
■wearing  helmet  or  body- armour,  had  amongft  the 
delicacies  of  cities  fulfilled  the  term  of  their  fervice. 
Having  therefore  difcharged  fuch  as  were  enfeebled 
by  ficknefs  or  age,  he  lent  to  demand  recruits. 
Hence  levies  were  made  through  Cappadocia  and 
Galatia,  and  to  thefe  was  added  a  Legion  from  Ger¬ 
many,  with  fome  wings  of  horfe  and  a  detachment 
of  infantry  from  the  Cohorts.  The  whole  army 
rtoo  -was  incamped  ;  though  fuch  wa s  the  rigour  of 
'the  winter,  and  fo  ftubbornly  had  the  froft  bound 
the  earth,  that  without  digging  they  could  not  pierce 
it  in  order  to  pitch  their  tents.  Many  had  their 
limbs  utterly  fcorched  up  by  the  raging  cold,  and 
fome,  as  they  flood  fentry,  were  frozen  to  death. 
More  remarkable  ftill  y/as  the  fate  of  one  particular 

foldicr. 
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ioldic-r,  whole  hands,  as  he  carried  in  them  a  hurdle 

n  n'Td’-  1Mened  and  mortified  fo  fuddenly,  that 
lhd  oafping  their  burden  they  dropped  from  his  arms. 

1  he  General  himfelf,  in  a  thin  habit  and  his  head 
bare,  whether  they  marched  or  worked,  was  hour¬ 
ly  arnongn  them,  commending  the  magnanimous, 
leaitenmg  the  weak,  and  exhibiting  an  example  to 
an.  Next,  as  many  refufed  to  bear  the  afperity  of 
t“e  weather  and  femce,  and  began  to  depart,  he 
recourfe  to  Severity  for  a  cure  ;  for,  he  proceed- 
v Ij'  )l  the  other  armies,  where  the  firfl  or  fe- 

cond  offence  was  forgiven,  but  whoever  deferted  his 
colours,  was  inffantly  put  to  death  3  a  courfe  which 
was  by  experience  proved  to*  be  wholefome,  and 
prererable  to  that  of  clemency,  iince  from  his  camp 
there  were  fewer  defertions,  than  from  thofe  in  which 
ads  of  mercy  were  wont  to  prevail. 

Corbalo,  tne  while,  holding  his  Legions  encamp— 
ed,  waited  the  advancement  of  the"  fpring,  and, 
having  quartered  the  auxiliary  Cohorts  in  convenient 
places,  exprefly  forewarned  them  that  they  fhould 
not  venture  to  engage  firfl  in  a  battle.  The  fuper- 
intendance  of  the/e  garrifons  heconferred  upon  Pac- 
tius  Orphitus,  one  who  had  ferved  as  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  a  Legion.  1  his  officer,  although  he  ac¬ 

quainted  the  General  by  letter,  that  the  Barbarians 
aded  negligently,  and  thence  an  opportunity  pre.- 
ftmed  of  a  flailing  them  with  fuccefs,  was  ordered 
to  abide  within  his  entrenchments,  and  wait  for 
greater  foi ces  3  but,  he  broke  through  his  orders, 
for,  upon  the  arrival  of  fome  few  troops  of  horfe, 
who,  aflembling  from  the  neighbouring  caflles, 
Tcifhly  demanded  battle,  he  encountered  the  enemy, 
and  was  routed.  Thofe  too,  who  ought  to  have  re¬ 
inforced  him,  being  themfelves  terrified  with  his  dif- 
afler,  betooK  themfelves  to  a  cowardly  and  tumul¬ 
tuous  flight,  and  returned  to  their  feveral  fortifica¬ 
tions  3  an  event  which  grievoufly  affeded  Corbulo. 

Hence, 
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Hence,  after  he  had  bitterly  reproached  Paclius  him- 
felf  and  the  captains  and  common  foldiers,  he  ex¬ 
pelled  them  all  from  the  camp,  doomed  them  to  lie 
on  the  other  fide  its  enclofure,  without  tents  or  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  under  this  contumelious  punifhment  they 
were  held,  till,  at  the  univerfa!  fupplications  of  the 
whole  army,  they  were  releafed. 

Mow  Tiridates,  who  over  and  above  the  forces 
which  he  drew  from  his  own  vaffals,  was  fupported 
by  the  might  of  his  brother  Vologefes,  proceeded  no 
longer  again#  Armenia  by  difguifed  efforts,  but  at¬ 
tacked  it  with  open  war,  and,  upon  all  fuch  as  he 
fufpedled  of  attachment  to  us,  committed  depreda¬ 
tions,  but,  where  troops  were  drawn  out  again# 
him,  eluded  the  encounter,  fcouring  to  and  fro,  and 
affecting  greater  matters  by  the  fame  and  terror  of 
his  incurfions,  than  by  any  exploits  in  fight.  Cor- 
bulo  therefore,  having  long  laboured  to  come  to  an 
engagement,  and  being  hill  fruftrated,  found  him~ 
felf  obliged  to  follow  the  method  of  the  enemy,  and 
make  a  circulatory  war.  Hence  he  diftributed  his 
forces  fo  that  his  feveral  Lieutenants  might  at  once 
attack  diverfe  quarters  ;  he  at  the  fame  diredledKing 
Anticchus  to  fall  into  the  Armenian  diftri&s  which 
Jay  contiguous  to  his  own.  For,  as  to  Pharafmanes 
King  of  Hiberia,  having  for  the  imputation  of  trea¬ 
son  flain  his  fon  Rhadamiftus,  he  was  already,  in  or¬ 
der  to  difplay  his  fidelity  towards  us,  renewing  with 
the  more  acrimony  againfl  the  Armenians  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  inveterate  hate.  The  Infechians  too, 
a  people  fince  fingulaily  attached  to  the  Roman  in- 
terefl,  were  then  hrfl  engaged  in  our  alliance,  and 
over-run  the  wilds  of  Armenia.  Thus  all  the  mea- 
fures  of  Tiridates  proved  abortive  and  contradictory, 
fo  that  he  difpatched  EmbafTadors  to  expoftulate’ 
in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the  Parthians  ;  ‘  upon 
4  what  fcore  it:  that,  after  he  had  fo  lately  de- 

4  livered  hoflages  to  the  Romans,  and  with  them 
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4  renewed  his  former  amity,  which  might  reafon- 
4  ably  have  proved  to  him  a  fource  of  new  friend- 
4  Ihip,  he  mu  ft  yet  be  chafed  out  of  Armenia,  a 
4  Kingdom  fo  long  in  the  pofteftion  of  his  anceftors  ? 
4  Hence  it  was,  that  Vologefes  had  not  hitherto 
4  taken  arms  in  perfon,  becaufe  they  both  defired 
4  to  commit  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  to  the  way  of 
4  accommodation  rather  than  to  that  of  violence. 
4  But,  if  war  were  ftill  to  be  obftinately  purlued,  the 
4  Arfacides  would  not  find  themfelves  forfaken  of 
4  that  victorious  bravery  fo  often  tried  by  the  Ro- 
4  mans,  in  many  bloody  overthrows/  Corbulo  was 
well  informed,  that  what  engaged  Vologefes  was 
the  revolt  of  Hyrcania.  He  therefore,  in  anfwer  to 
Tiridates,  perfuaded  him  to  apply  to  the  Emperor 
with  fupplications ;  4  hence  he  might  enjoy  his 
4  Kingdom  in  fecuri ty,  and  an  eftablifhment  with- 
4  out  the  expence  of  blood,  if  rejecting  his  remote 
4  and  tedious  hopes,  he  would  clofe  with  founder 
4  meafures  already  concerted/ 

But,  as  the  bufinefs  of  peace  was  nothing  ad¬ 
vanced  by  an  intercourfe  of  meflengers,  it  was  at 
laft  judged  proper  to  afeertain  a  time  and  place  for 
an  interview  between  the  two  chiefs.  Tiridates  de¬ 
clared,  4  that  he  v/ould  come  attended  only  by  a 
4  guard  of  a  thoufand  horfe,  but  would  not  reftrain 
4  Corbulo  to  any  number  of  troops  of  any  kind, 
4  provided  they  came  without  armour,  as  a  proof 
4  of  their  difpofition  to  peace/  This  perfidious  wile 
cf  -the  Barbarian  muft  have  appeared  maniteft  to 
every  man  breathing,  especially  to  an  old  and  cau¬ 
tious  Captain,  fince,  by  limiting  the  number  or  men 
on  one  fide,  and  leaving  liberty  for  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  on  the  other,  nothing  but  a  fnare  could  be  in¬ 
tended.  For,  againft  a  body  of  Parthian  horfe mei\. 
conftantly  trained  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  any  num¬ 
bers  whatever,  when  naked  of  armour,  v/ould  avail 
nothing.  Corbulo,  however,  difguifed  all  his  ap- 
°  ^  pre- 
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prehenfions  of  guile,  and  returned  anfwer,  4  that 
4  matters  which  concerned  the  intereft  of  both  then 
s  Hates,  would  be  more  properly  difcuffed  in  pre- 
i  fence  of  both  armies.’  Hence  he  chofe  a  Hat  ion, 
confuting  partly  of  hills  riling  with  a  gentle  dope, 
fit  for  embattling  his  infantry,  partly  of  a  large  plain, 
affording  fcope  for  ranging  the  lquadrons  of  horfe. 
On  the  day  appointed,  Corbulo  advanced  firff,  on 
the  wings  he  polled  the  focial  troops  and  tne  auxi¬ 
liary  forces  fent  by  the  confederate  Kings,  in  the 
center  the  fixth  Legion,  which  he  had  {Lengthened 
with  three  thoufand  men  of  the  third,  led  by  night 
from  another  camp,  all  mixed  together  under  one 
Eagle,  to  preferve  Hill  the  appearance  of  a  fingie 
Legion.  Tiridates  at  laft  appeared,  but  late  in  the 
day,  and  afar  off,  from  whence  he  could  be  eafier 
feen  than  heard.  So  thatthe  Roman  General,  having 
obtained  no  conference,  ordered  his  men  to  retire 
to  their  feveral  camps. 

The  King  too  retreated  in  haffe,  whether  it  were 
that  he  apprehended  a  defign  to  furprize  him,  for 
that  the  Romans  filed  off  in  different  routs,  or,  that 
he  meant  to  intercept  their  provifions  which  were 
coming  from  Trebizond  and  the  Euxine  fea.  But, 
as  the  provifions  palled  over  the  mountains,  which 
were  fecured  by  feveral  bands  of  our  men,  he  found 
no  means  to  attack  them ;  and  Corbulo  the  while, 
that  the  war  might  not  thus  linger  without  adtion, 
and  in  order  to  force  the  Armenians  to  defend  their 
own  dwellings,  fet  himfelf  to  raze  their  ffrong  holds. 
The  attack  of  the  ffrongeft  of  all  thofe  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  the  fort  named  Voiandum,  he  referved  to  him- 
lelf  ;  and  to  Cornelius  Flaccus  his  Lieutenant,  and 
Infleius  Capito  Camp  Marfhal,  committed  thofe  of 
fmaller  note.  Having  therefore  viewed  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  and  prepared  all  things  requifite  for  ftonn- 
ing  the  place,  he  exhorted  his  men,  c  to  extermi- 
6  Hate  that  bafe  and  vagabond  foe,  never  prepared 

3  f°r 
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for  war,  yet  never  difpofed  to  peace,  but  Hill  by 

flight  conferring  faithlefsnefs  and  cowardice  ;  do 

this,  laid  be,  and  at  once  purfue  a  harveft of  fpoil 

a.n,^  glor7*  ri<e  then  difrributed  his  forces  into  four 
divifions  ;  one  he  formed  clofe  under  their  fhields 
into  the  military  fhell,  in  order  to  overthrow  the 
pallilaae  and  undermine  the  rampart;  others  were 
ordeied,  by  ladders  to  mount  the  walls,  and  a  party 
to  manage  the  engines,  and  thence  annoy  the  fort- 
itls  with  fhowers  of  carts  and  artificial  hre.  To 
the  archers  too  and  fingers  a  quarter  was  afligned 
whence  they  might  from  afar  difeharge  volleys  of 
Hones  and  bullets.  So  that  every  part  of  the  fort- 
relo  being  aflailed,  and  the  conflernatlon  every  where 
equal,  no  one  quarter  of  the  befieged  might  be  at 
leifure  to  relieve  another.  Ail  this  was  executed 
by  the  befiegers  with  fuch  fpirit  and  vigour,  that  in 
a  few  hours  the  defendants  were  entirely  driven  from 
the  walls,  the  gates  were  forced,  the  bulwarks  heal¬ 
ed,  and  all  that  were  arrived  to  full  age,  put  to  the 
edge  of  the  fword,  without  the  lofs  of  one  of  our 
men,  and  very  few  werewounded.  The  weak  and 
mixt  multitude  were  fold  by  the  public  cryer,  and 
to  the  conquerors  remained  all  the  reft  of  the  fpoil. 
Equal  fuccefs  attended  the  Lieutenant  General  and 
Camp  Marfhal ;  in  one  day  they  took  three  callles 
by  florm,  infomuch  that  all  the  others,  fome  from 
dread,  others  from  the  inclination  of  the  inhabitants^ 
furrendered.  Such  a  feries  of  good  fortune  inipired 
a  refolution,  to  attempt  the  {lege  of  Artaxata,  the 
capital  of  Armenia.  The  Legions  were  not  how¬ 
ever  conducted  thither  the  fliorteil  road  ;  for  that* 
in  palling  the  bridge  over  the  Araxes,  which  wafhes 
the  walls  of  the  city,  they  would  have  been  expofed 
to  be  galled  by  the  enemy.  Fetching .  therefore  a 
long  circuit,  they  forded  over  upon  the  large  {hal¬ 
lows. 
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As  to  Tiridates,  he  ff  ruggled  between  fhame  and 
fear;  if  he  gave  way  to  the  liege,  it  would  appear 
that  there  was  no  reliance  upon  any  relief  or  force 
from  him  ;  if  he  attempted  to  prevent  it,  he  muff  be 
hemmed  in  with  his  cavalry  in  dole  and  intricate 
places.  At  laff,  he  determined  to  fhew  himfelf 
in  order  of  battle,  and  at  break  of  day  begin  the 
onlet,  or  by  a  feigned  flight  try  to  draw  the  Romans 
into  a  fnare.  With  great  fuddennefs  therefore  he 
befet  them,  but  without  any  furprize  to  our  Gene¬ 
ra',  who  had  formed  his  army  as  well  for  a  fight  as 
a  march.  On  the  right  marched  the  third  Legion, 
on  the  left  the  fixth,  and  in  the  center  a  chofen  de¬ 
tachment  from  the  tenth  ;  the  baggage  was  fecured 
between  the  ranks,  and  a  thoufand  horfe  guarded 
the  rear.  Thefe  laff  were  ordered  c  to  repulfe  the 
4  foe,  if  they  made  any  dole  attack,  but,  not  to 
6  purfue  them  when  they  fled/  The  foot  archers 
and  remainder  of  the  horfe  were  placed  on  the  wings, 
but  the  left  was  the  rnoff  extended,  and  reached  to 
the  roots  of  the  hills,  that,  if  the  enemy  attempted 
an  on fet  there,  he  might  be  encountered  at  once  by 
our  front  and  by  the  heart  of  the  army.  Tiri dates,  on 
his  fide  pickeered  about,  yet  never  approached  within 
the  throw  of  a  dart,  but  now  braving  us  with  the 
countenance  of  an  affailant,  then  aflumtng  an  air  of 
difmay,  provoked  us  to  loofen  our  ranks,  that  he 
might  fall  upon  us  when  we  were  disjoyned.  When 
he  law  no  unwary  relaxation  in  our  order,  and  that 
only  one  captain  of  horfe,  who  had  adventured  too 
rafhly,  was  by  a  volley  of  arrows  flain,  and  by  his 
fate  had  confirmed  all  the  relf  in  fubmidion  to  dilcip- 
iine,  he  marched  off  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening. 

Corbulo  encamped  upon  the  place,  and,  fuppofing 
that  Tiridates  had  retired  to  Artaxata,  w*as  unrefalv- 
ed  whether  he  fhould  march  thither  the  fame  night 
with  his  Legions  unincumbered  by  baggage,  and 
immediately  invefl  it;  but,  upon  tidings  brought 

hint 
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him  by  his  fpies,  that  the  King  had  undertakn  a 
long  rout;  though  it  was  uncertain  whether  towards 
the  regions  of  Media  or  Albania,  he  waited  for  the 
morning,  and  difpatched  his  troops  lightly  armed  to 
befet  the  city,  and  begin  the  ftorm  of  the  place  by 
a  diftant  attack.  But  the  citizens  voluntarily  open¬ 
ing  their  gates,  made  an  unreferved  furrender  to 
the  Romans;  by  this  their  perfons  were  fecured. 
The  city  was  fired,  and  laid  level  with  the  ground, 
for  fuch  was  the  wide  circuit  of  its  walls,  that,  with¬ 
out  a  powerful  garrifon,  they  could  not  be  defended, 
nor  were  our  forces  fufficiently  large  to  fill  the  gar¬ 
rifon,  and  yet  to  profecute  the  war;  or,  had  it  been 
left  untouched  and  deftituteof  a  guard,  there  had  been 
no  profit  nor  glory  in  having  taken  it.  To  this  relation 
of  the  fall  of  the  city  is  added  a  Phenomenon,  which 
was  deemed  miraculous,  as  a  fignal  fent  immediate¬ 
ly  from  heaven,  for  that,  while  all  the  region  round 
the  walls  and  clofe  to  them,  was  glorioufly  irradiat¬ 
ed  by  the  fun,  the  whole  fpace  incompafled  by  them, 
was  fo  fuddenly  darkened  by  a  thick  cloud,  fpangled 
with  lightening  and  roaring  with  thunder,  that  it 
was  believed  the  angry  Gods,  to  fatiate  their  ven¬ 
geance,  had  configned  that  city  to  utter  deffruclion. 

For  thefe  profperous  exploits  Nero  was  proclaim¬ 
ed  Imp  er  at  or ,  and,  by  decree  of  Senate,  days  of 
public  devotion  were  appointed,  with  ftatues  of 
victory  to  the  Prince,  triumphal  arches,  and  per¬ 
petuity  of  the  Confulfhip.  It  was  moreover  decreed, 
that  the  day  when  the  city  was  won,  the  day  when 
the  news  arrived  at  Rome,  and  the  day  that  pro¬ 
duced  this  decree,  fhould  all  be  enrolled  amongff 
the  annual  feftivals,  with  feveral  other  particulars  of 
the  fame  {lamp,  fo  much  beyond  all  meafure,  that 
Caius  Caffius,  though  he  had  agreed  to  the  former, 
yet  argued  here,  c  That  were  every  inftance  of 
4  public  profperity  to  be  attended  with  public  thanks- 
4  giving,  the  whole  year  would  not  afford  days 

enough 
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c  enough  for  days  of  devotion  ;  a  juft  diftribution 
4  ought  therefore  to  be  made  between  days  oi  de- 
c  votion  and  days  of  builnefs,  in  fuch  fort  that  the 
4  worfhip  of  the  Gods  might  be  folemnized,  with- 
4  out  interfering  with  the  lecular  bufinefs  of  men/ 
Thereafter  was  impleaded  a  man,  who  had  palled 
through  various  revolutions  of  life,  and  juftly  incur¬ 
red  much  hatred,  and  many  enmities  ;  yet  obnoxi¬ 
ous  as  he  was,  his  condemnation  drew  an  imputa¬ 
tion  and  blemifh  upon  Seneca.  It  was  Publius  Sui- 
lius,  he  who,  during  the  reign  of  Claudius,  had 
borne  fuch  terrible  fway,  and  exercifed  fuch  a  venal 
fpirit,  and  though  now  by  the  change  of  times, 
confiderably  funk,  yet  not  fo  low  as  his  enemies 
wifhed.  Befides,  he  was  one,  who  chofe  rather  to 
bear  the  character  of  a  criminal,  than  defcend  to 
that  of  a  fupplicant.  Hence  the  decree  of  Senate 
made  at  this  time  for  the  revival  of  the  Cincian  law, 
which  fubj edled  to  penalties  all  thole  who  had  plead¬ 
ed  for  pay,  was  thought  to  have  palled  on  purpofe 
to  ruin  him.  Nor  did  Suilius,  on  his  part,  fpare 
to  retort  complaints  and  recriminations,  but,  vehe¬ 
ment  as  he  ever  was  in  his  temper,  now  too,  extre¬ 
mely  old,  and  thence  indulging  avowed  freedom, 
upbraided  Seneca,  4  as  an  inveterate  foe  to  all  the 
4  friends  of  Claudius,  during  whofe  reign  he  had 
4  been  juftly  doomed  to  exile  ;  as  one  who,  being 
4  himfelf  converfant  in  ftupidandinfignificant  ftudies, 
4  and  in  teaching  fcholars,  was  actuated  by  envy 
4  towards  all  fuch,  v/ho  in  defending  the  rights 
4  of  their  fellow  citizens,  exercifed  vigorous  elo- 
4  quence,  free  from  pedantry  and  corruption.  For 
4  himfelf;  he  had  been  Quaeftor  to  Germanicus, 
4  but  Seneca  the  adulterer  of  Germanicus’s 
4  daughter.  Now,  v/as  it  to  be  judged  a  more 
4  heinous  offence,  to  purfue  the  advantages  of  a 
4  worthy  vocation,  by  accepting  a  reward  from  a 
4  fuitor,  who  freely  gives  it,  than  to  contaminate 
4  the  beds  of  Princefies  ?  By  what  precepts  of  wif- 

dom. 
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c  wifdom,  by  what  principles  of  philofophy,  had 
*  he,  during  four  years  of  imperial  favour,  amafled 
c  a  trealure  of  more  than  feven  millions  ?  Through 
5  Rome  he  hunted  after  tedaments  and  inheritances, 
4  the  rich  and  childifti  were  catched,  as  it  were,  in 
4  his  net,  and  all  Italy  and  the  Provinces  were, 
4  by  his  mighty  and  exceilive  ulury,  exhauded.  But 
4  final l  is  my  own  wealth,  and  with  indudry  ac- 
4  quired  j  and  upon  the  whole,  I  am  determined 
4  rather  to  undergo  the  heavied  profecution,  the 
4  levered  lentence  and  doom,  and  every  degree  of 
4  hardfhip  and  differing,  than  debafe  a  didinguidied 
4  reputation,  the  acquifition  of  a  long  life,  and  bend 
4  to  this  Hidden  Ion  of  felicity/ 

There  were  fome  too,  who  failed  not  to  relate 
to  Seneca  all  thefe  reproaches,  in  the  fame  angry 
drain,  or  in  one  dill  more  embittered.  Accufers, 
moreover,  were  found,  who  arraigned  him,  4  for 
4  his  excedes  in  Alia,  when  he  ruled  as  Quaedor 
4  there,  for  plundering  the  inhabitants,  and  robbing 
4  from  the  public  revenue/  .But,  as  a  whole  year 
was  granted  them  lor  preparing  their  evidence,  it 
was  deemed  a  quicker  expedient  to  proceed  upon 
his  enormities  at  Rome,  of  ail  which  there  were  in 
dore  ready  witnefies.  By  thefe  it  was  urged,  4  'That 
4  by  a  virulent  accufation,  he  had  driven  Quintus 
4  Pomponius  upon  the  necedity,  of  raifing  a  civil 
4  war  ;  by  him  was  procured  the  violent  death  of 
4  Poppaea  Sabina,  and  of  Julia  the  daughter  of  Dru- 
4  fus  ;  of  his  framing  was  the  doom  of  Valerius 
4  Afiaticus,  of  Ludus  Saturninus,  and  of  Cornelius 
4  Lupus.  Add  to  thefe,  whole  bands  of  Roman 
4  Knights,  at  his  indigation  condemned  ;  with  all 
4  the  long  train  of  cruelties  during  the  reign  of 
4  Claudius/  For  upon  Suilius  they  charged  the 
xvhole.  In  his  defence  he  began  to  alledge,  ‘That 
4  of  all  thefe  accumulated  profecutions,  he  had  of 
4  his  own  inclination  engaged  in  none,  but  purely 
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in  obedience  to  the  Prince.’  But  Nero  checked  this 
plea,  and  teftified  that,  from  the  Memoirs  of  Clau¬ 
dius,  he  had  found,  that  no  accufation  whatfoever 
had  ever  been  undertaken  by  compulfion  from  him. 
I  he  accufed  then  pleaded  the  uncontroulable  orders 
of  MefTalina  ;  an  impotent  defence  !  ‘  for  why  had 
no  othei  advocates  but  only  Suihus,  been  fingled 
*.  put,  to  have  lent  their  eloquence  for  accomphfh- 
‘  ing  the  purpofes  of  that  bloody  proftitute  ?  In 
truth,  the  mimfters  and  promoters  of  fuch  black 
‘  deeds  muft  be  punifhed,  they  who,  havino-  re- 
‘  ceived  the  waSes  of  their  iniquities,  would  upon 
c  others  father  the  iniquities  themfelves.’  A  part 
of  his  eflate  was  therefore  confifcated  ;  for  to  his 
foil  and  grand-daughter  the  other  part  was  granted, 
befides  that  from  the  fentence  were  alfo  exempted 
the  fortunes  left  them  by  the  will  of  their  mother 
and  that  of  their  grand-father.  Pie  himfelf  was’ 
bamihed  to  the  ifles  Baleares  ;  but,  neither  durino- 
tne  heat  and  pern  of  the  profecution,  nor  after  his 
condemnation,  was  iiis  fpirit  in  the  leaf!  funk  or 
dumayed.  He  was  even  faid  to  have  palled  his  fo¬ 
il  tary  exile  in  a  life  of  voluptuoufnefs  and  pleafure. 
Pi  Hatred  to  mm,  Nerulinus  his  foil  was  alfo  arrai<m- 
ea,  upon  the  crimes  of  public  rapine  ;  but  Nero 
interpo.ed,  and  alledged,  that  by  the  doom  of  the 
fauier,  public  vengeance  was  fufficiently  fatiated. 

f  ,oout  t!lf  lame  tlme  Oftavius  Sagitta,  Tribune 
of  tiie  people,  intoxicated  with  a  paffion  for  Pontia 
a  married  woman,  gained  her  by  vaft  prefents,  fir  ft 
to  content  to  the  adultery,  afterwards  to  quit  her 
husband,  engaging  himfelf  and  her  in  a  promife  of 
mat rtage  after  the  divorce.  But  the  woman,  when 
file  found  henelf  fingle,  framed  delays  from  time 
o  time  pleaded  the  onpofition  of  her  father,  and 

husbandaVm?tdlfC°Vered  h°peS  °f  a  weal^-r 

husband,  qmte  renounced  her  engagement  Oc- 

Vox/ned  n0t  t0  C°nQat  this  rdoIution  -  one 


moment 
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moment  broke  into  com  pi  Hints  ,  the  next  into  nw- 
naces  ;  he  adjured  her  by  the  reputation  which  fo( 
her  he  had  fhipwrecked,  by  the  wealth  which  upon 
her  he  had  totally  confumed  ;  laftly,  he  told  her, 
that  his  life  and  perionwas  the  only  fortune  left  him, 
and  of  that  too  the  difpofal  lay  wholly  in  her  bieaft. 
At  length,  perceiving  her  deaf  to  all  his  reaionings, 
he  requefted  the  coni'olation  of  one  parting  night, 
for  that  thus  calmed  and  gratified,  he^would  thence¬ 
forth  be  able  to  govern  his  paffion.  The  night  was 
granted  and  named,  and  Pontia  appointed  a  maid, 
her  confident  to  fecure  the  chamber.  Sagitta  brought 
with  him  one  freedman,  and  a  dagger  concealed 
under  his  robe.  The  interview  began,  as  uiual  in 
combinations  of  love  and  anger,  with  a  medley  ot 
chiding  and  befeeching,  of  reproaches  and  mbmil- 
f-ons ;  and  part  too  of  the  night  was  devoted  to  joy 
and  embraces.  At  laft,  he  became  enraged  with 
expoftulations  and  defpair,  and  fuddenly  plunged 
his  dagger  into  her  heart,  (free  as  Ihe  was  of  all 
dread)  beat  down  and  wounded  the  maid,  woo  was 
flying  to  her  afliftance,  andburft  out  of  the  chamber. 
Next  day  the  murder  was  divulged;  and,  by  what 
hand,  was’  apparent,  for  it  was  proved  they  had 
lodged  together  ;  but  the  freedman  adopted  the 
guilt  He  averred,  that  the  aflafiination  was  or  his 
own  committing,  to  procure  juft  vengeance  to  an 
injured  mailer;  and,  by  the  exemplary  greatnefs  of 
fuch  behaviour,  many  were  induced  to  believe  him, 
till  the  maid,  when  ihe  was  healed  of  her  wound, 
fully  difclofed  the  author,  and  a  11  the  paiticulars  , 
fo  that  the  Tribune  was  arraigned  before  the  Con- 
fuls  by  the  father  of  the  deceafed,  and,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  office,  condemned  by  the  Senate  to 
the  penalties  of  the  Cornelian  Law.  _ 

An  inilance  of  lewdnefs  no  lefs  notorious,  pro 
this  year  the  fource  of  heavy  calamities  to  the  Ko- 

Hate.  In  the  city  lived  a 


Book  XIII.  OF  TACITUS.  I23 

Ollius,  but,  as  Poppreus  Sabinus  her  mother’s  fa¬ 
ther,  had  (hone  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  from 
t.ie  Coniular  dignity  and  glory  of  a  triumph,  ac- 
■quired  an  illuflrious  name,  from  his  (he  took  her 
own,  that  of  Sabina  Poppaea  ;  for,  Ollius,  ere  yet 
he  had  overtaken  any  public  dignity,  was  fwallowed 
ul’  by  t,he  fatal  friend/hip  of  Sejanus.  This  Lady 
pollelled  every  ornament  but  that  of  a  virtuous  foul ; 
for ,  from  her  mother,  who  in  beauty  had  excelled 
ah  the  women  of  her  time,  (lie  derived  her  loveli- 
neis,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  defcent ;  the  luftre 

,  h^r  blrth  v/as  fupported  by  proportionable  wealth  : 
her  fpeech  was  ioft  and  engaging,  her  wit  pertinent, 
modefty  the  part  (lie  perfonated,  lewdnefs  that  (lie 
practned.  It  was  rare  that  (he  appeared  abroad, 
tnen  too  part  of  her  face  hid  under  her  veil,  the 
more  to  (hmulate  the  curious  beholders,  or, 'per¬ 
haps,  becaufe  thus  (lie  was  dill  more  charming  By 
the  awe  of  fame  (he  was  never  controuled  ;  between 
husband  and  adulterer,  (he  made  no  diftin&ion  •  bv 
no  man  s  paffion  was  fhe  ever  biafled,  nor  even  by 
her  own  ■  wherever  her  intereft  appeared,  thither 
-n..  transferred  her  lewd  pleafures.  Hence,  though 
die  was  married  to  Rufius  Crifpinus,  a  Roman 

night,  and  by  him  had  brought  forth  a  fon,  (lie 
was  carried  away  by  the  gay  youth  and  profufe- 
nefs  or  Otho,  especially  for  that  he  was  efteemed 
t0  relSn’  beyond  all  others,  in  the  affeaion  of  Nero 
nor  was  it  long  ere  this  commerce  of  adultery  was 
ioilowed  by  their  intermarriage.  ^  ■ 

It  became  now  the  ordinary  language  of  Otho 
to  extol  to  the  Prince  the  beauty  and  delicate  charms’ 

<h  ms  wife,  either,  as  he  was  prompted  bv  the  in- 
diicreet  warmth  of  a  lover,  or  defigned  to  enflame 
Nero  with  the  hke  paffion,  and  from  their  comm  r 
enjoyment  of  the  fame  woman,  hoped  to  find  an 
addition*!  fupport  to  his  prefent  authority.  T-  was 
ufual  to  hear- him  boa  ft,  as  he  rofe  from  the  Am- 
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peror’s  table,  4  That  he  now  retired  to  the  fum 
4  of  all  noblenefs  and  lovelinefs,  her  who  was  the 
c  centre  of  every  joy  and  felicity,  the  defire  of  all 
4  men,  but  happily  his  own  peculiar  lot.’  After 
thefe  and  the  like  incitements,  Nero  deferred  not 
long  his  own  gratification ;  an  interview  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  where  Poppaea,  at  firft,  employed  all  her  loft 
arts  and  cardies,  and  by  them  intirely  fubdued  him  ; 
fhe  feigned  herfelf  fmitten  with  his  fine  perfon,  and 
wholly  overcome  by  her  pafiion  for  him.  But,  when 
fhe  had  worked  up  the  Prince’s  affection  to  a  pitch 
of  impatience,  fhe  changed  her  former  behaviour 
into  haughtinefs  and  defpite.  If  fhe  were  detained 
above  a  night  or  two,  4  Die  was  a  married  woman, 

4  fhe  criedt  nor  could  fhe  relinquifh  her  husband, 

6  as  to  him  fhe  was  engaged  by  a  way  of  living, 

4  which  no  other  man  could  equal.  Otho  was  mag- 
4  nificent  in  his  perfon,  generous  in  his  fpirit  ;  in 
4  him  fhe  beheld  every  thing  worthy  the  moil  ex- 
4  alted  fortune.  Nero  was  attached  to  Acte,  thence 
4  inured  to  the  embraces  of  a  Have,  and  could  fiom 
4  a  fellowfhip  fo  wretched  and  fervile,  derive  nothing 
4  but  fordidnefs  and  fervility.’  Upon  this,  Otho 
became  degraded  from  his  mual  intimacy  with  the 
Emperor,  then  debarred  of  all  Lntercourfe,  and  even 
accels  ;  and,  at  laft,  to  prevent  all  his  rival  piac- 
tices  in  Rome,  was  preieired  to  the  government  of 
Lufitania,  a  government  which  he  adminiftered,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  witn  eminent  up- 
rightnels  and  honour,  and  wicie  or  all  the  couiles 
of  his  former  dillolute  life;  a  proor  of  his  various 
character,  that  of  an  unbridled  voluptuary  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  ftation,  in  authority  oblerving  gravity,  and  juft 

reftraints.  #  . 

Nero  as  yet  endeavoured  to  find  difguifes  for  his 

vilenefles  and  crimes.  He,  whom  of  all  others  he 
apprehended  moft,  was  Cornelius  Sylla,  miftaking 

tire  heavy  fpirit  of  the  man  for  deep  artifice  and  dif- 

fimulation. 
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fimulation.  Thefe  apprehenfions  were  inflamed  by 
Graptus,  a  freedman  of  his,  an  ancient  domeftic 
or  the  court,  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  and 
being  well  pradtifed  in  the  dark  devices  of  the  Em¬ 
perors,  he,  upon  this  occafion,  framed  the  follow- 
ing  forgery.  f  he  Milvian  Bridge  was  then  the  fa¬ 
mous  lcene  of  nodturnal  revellings,  and  thither  Nero 
frequently  reforted,  that  there  he  might  more  iicen- 
tiouily  riot  without  the  city.  Graptus  therefore 
feigned,  c  T.  hat  a  plot  had  been  laid  for  him,  as 
4  he  fhould  return  from  thence  by  the  Flaminian 
c  Way,  but,  by  the  benignity  of  fate,  he  had  ef- 
c  raped  it  in  coming  home  through  the  Gardens  of 
c  Salluft,  and  of  this  treafon  Sylla  was  the  author/ 
T  he  fact  was,  that  as  iome  of  the  Emperor’s  at¬ 
tendants  were  repairing  back  to  the  palace,  certain 
young  companions,  indulging  a  fort  of  licentiouf- 
nefs  then  univerfally  pra&ifed,  had  filled  them  with 
Caufelds  rears.  But,  among  it  theie  companions  not 
a  Have  of  Sylla  s  was  obferved,  nor  one  of  his  de¬ 
pendents  ;  and  for  himfelf,  his  courage  was  fb  ut¬ 
terly  defpicable,  and  fo  unequal  to  any  enterprize, 
tnat  his  very  nature  was  repugnant  to  every  attempt 
of  treafon.  Neverthelefs,  as  if  he  had  been  a  trai- 
tor  fully  convidted,  he  was  banifhed  his  country, 
and  confined  within  the  walls  of  Marfeilles. 

During  the  fame  Confuls  were  heard  the  deputies 
fromruzzoli,  fome  ditpatched  by  theirSenate,  others 
by  the  populace,  the  former  inveighing  againft  the 
violence  of  the  multitude,  the  latter  againft  the  op- 
preifion  and  avarice  of  the  Magiftrates  and  Nobles  ; 
and,  as  the  fedition  was  fo  violent,  that  the  factious 
had  already  combated  with  ftones,  threatened  the 
bring  of  houfes,  and  were  betaking  themfeives  to 
arms  and  maflacre  j  Caius  Caftius  was  appointed 
to  apply  a  remedy ;  but,  they  could  not  bear  the 
feventy  of  his  proceedings;  fo  that,  at  his  own  re~ 
quelt,  that  charge  was  transferred  to  the  two  bro- 

^  3  thers 
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thers  Scribonii,  afiifted  by  a  Praetorian  Cohort,  by 
the  terror  of  which  and  the  execution  of  fome  few 
incendiaries,  concord  was  reftored  amongft  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  decree  of  Senate  now  made,  for  peimitting  • 
the  Syracufians,  in  their  fhews  of  Gladiators,  to 
exceed  the  number  formerly  limited,  is  a  matter  fo 
common,  that  I  fhould  not  infert  it  here,  had  not 
Paetus  Thrafea  oppofed  it,  and  thence  adminiftered 
to  his  revilers  matter  of  invedtive.  4  For,  if  he  be- 
4  lieved  that  the  condition  of  the  Commonwealth 
4  called  upon  the  Senators  to  exert  liberty  of  fpeech, 

4  why  were  his  cenfures  and  purfuits  confined  to 
4  things  of  fuch  trivial  moment  ?  Flow  came  it, 

4  that  he  flood  not  forth  to  advife  or  controul  mea- 
4  fures  of  war  and  peace,  the  adminiflration  of  the 
4  revenue,  that  of  the  laws,  and  whatever  elfe  con-  , 
4  cerned  the  fupport  and  governance  of  the  Roman 
4  Hate  ?  To  every  Senator,  as  foon  as  inverted  with 
4  the  privilege  of  voting,  full  freedom  was  allowed 
4  of  propounding  whatever  he  would,  and  of  claim- 
-  ing  that  what  he  propounded  might  be  put  to  the 
4  vote.  Now,  did  nothing  elfe  in  the  rtate  want 
4.  check  or  amendment,  but  only,  that  the  fpedta- 
4  clcs  at  Syracufe  fhould  be  exhibited  with  no  en- 
4  Iarsements  ?  Was,  in  truth,  all  the  reft  of  the 
4  adminiflration  throughout  the  Empire,  fo  excel- 
4  lent,  as  if  by  Thrafea  himfelf,  and  not  by  Nero, 

4  it  were  fwayed  ?  But,  if  all  thefe  were  parted  over 
4  in  profound  diffimulation,  how  much  more  rea- 
4  fonably  to  be  forborne  were  things  utterly  void 
4  of  all  ule  and  fignificancy  ?’  To  his  friends,  who 
afked  him  the  meaning  of  his  conduit,  Thrafea 
anfwered,  4  That  he  had,  from  no  ignorance  in 
4  the  fituation  of  the  public,  interpoled  againft  a 
4  decree  of  that  fort,  but  in  it  conlulted  the  honour 
4  of  the  Senate,  by  making  it  appear,  that  an  in- 
4  fpe&ion  into  the  greateft  affairs  was  not  like  to  be 

4  difa- 
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‘  disavowed  bythofe,  whothus  applied  their  thoughts 
4  to  the  moft  infignificant.’ 

In  the  fame  year,  fo  importunate  were  the  cries 
of  the  people  againft  the  exaCtions  of  tne  1  ax-ga¬ 
therers,  that  Nero  was  deliberating  about  the  intire 
fuppreflion  of  all  taxes  and  duties,  as  the  mod;  illuf— 
trious  bounty  he  could  beftow  upon  human  kind* 
But  the  Senate,  after  many  high  praifes  upon  his 
greatnefs  of  foul,  retrained  his  rafh  refolution,  by 
apprizing  him,  4  JThat  the  diilolution  of  the  Empire 
4  mull  enfue  a  reduction  of  the  revenues  which  fuf- 
4  tained  it ;  and  were  the  public  duties  once  an- 
4  nulled,  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  labouring  the 
4  difcharge  of  all  the  public  tributes.  The  compa- 
4  nies  for  adminiftering  the  taxes,  were  for  the  molt 
4  part  eftablifhed  by  the  Confuls  and  Tribunes,  even 
4  then  when  popular  liberty  was  in  its  prime  at 
4  Rome,  and  the  regulations  which  followed,  were 
4  fo  concerted,  that  the  public  impofitions  might 
4  juft  ballance  the  public  exigencies.  But  the  ra- 
4  venous  extortions  of  the  publicans  did,  in  truth, 
4  require  to  be  ftopped,  that  fo  the  rates  borne  by 
4  the  people  for  fo  many  years  without  murmuring, 
4  might  not  be  embittered  by  new  grievances./ 

The  Emperor  therefore  by  an  edidl  ordained, 
€  That  the  laws  of  the  revenue,  which  had  till  then 
4  been  kept  fecret,  fhould  now  be  committed  to 
4  the  public  Tables  ;  the  publicans  fhould  exa£t  no 
4  claims  for  above  a  year  backward  ;  in  all  fuits  a- 
4  gainft  them,  the  Praetor  at  Rome,  and  in  the  Pro- 
4  vinces,  the  Propraetor  or  Proconful  for  the  time 
4  being,  fhould  proceed  to  difcretionary  judgment; 
4  but  to  the  foldiers  fhould  be  referved  the  ufual 
4  exemption,  in  all  inftances  fave  thofe  of  traffic 
with  other  the  like  injunctions,  which,  being  intire- 
ly  equitable,  were  for  fome  fhort  time  obeyed,  but 
foon  grew  neglected  and  obfolete.  The  fuppreflion, 
however,  of  the  Quadragefima  (fortieth  penny)  and 

G  \  of 
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of  the  Quinquagefima  (fiftieth)  continues  Hill  in 
force,  as  alio  that  of  other  impofitions  with  the  like 
titles,  invented  by  the  publicans  to  cover  their  law- 
ids  exactions.  Moreover,  a  regulation  was  made 
about  the  importation  of  grain  from  the  provinces 
beyond  fea,  and  it  was  ordained  that  the  fhips  of 
tiaders  fhould  not  be  rated  with  the  commodities 
which  they  carried,  nor  any  duty  be  paid  for  the  fame. 

-  wo  men  accufed  of  male-adminiffration  in 
Africa,  where  they  had  both  ruled  as  Proconfuls, 
were  acquitted  by  the  Emperor,  Sulpicius  Camer- 
nius,  and  Pomponius  Silvanus.  Againil  the  for¬ 
mer  there  appeared  only  a  few  private  profecutors, 
who  charged  him  rather  with  particular  ads  of  rage 
than  thole  of  general  rapine.  But  Silvanus  was 
befet  with  a  mighty  train  of  impleaders,  who  requi¬ 
red  time  to  procure  their  witnefles,  as  did  he  to  be 
inftantly  admitted  to  his  defence  ;  and,  by  being 
wealthy,  ancient,  and  childlefs,  prevailed,  yet  out¬ 
lived  and  difappointed  thofe  who  faved  his  life  to 
merit  his  eflate. 

T  ill  this  time  Germany  had  continued  in  a  ffate  of 
tranquillity,  fecured  by  the  temper  of  our  command¬ 
ers  there,  who,  at  a  time  when  the  honours  of  the 
triumph  were  fo  miferably  proftituted,  judged  that 
higher  glory  was  to  be  reaped  by  preferving  peace. 
Thefe  commanders  were  Paullinus  Pompeius,  and 
Lucius  Vetus.  To  keep,  however,  the  foldiers 
employed,  the  former  now  perfected  the  damm 
which  had  been  begun  by  Drufus  threefcore  and  three 
years  before,  to  retrain  the  overflowing  of  the  Rhine, 
while  Vetus  was  digging  a  canal  of  communicati¬ 
on  between  the  Arar  and  Mofelle,  that  the  armies 
jfrom  Italy,  having  failed  by  fea  into  the  Rhone, 
and  thence  into  the  Arar,  might  fall  through  this 
canal  into  the  Mofelle,  thence  through  the  Rhine 
into  the  Ocean.  So  that,  all  impediments  of  the 
pafTage  being  thus  removed,  a  naval  intercourfe 

miuht 
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might  be  opened  from  Weil  to  North,  between  tl  e 
two  Teas.  But  this  great  work  was  marred  through 
the  envy  of  iElius  Gracilis  Lieutenant  of  Belgic 
Gaul,  who  warned  Vetus  againd  bringing  his  Le¬ 
gions  into  another  man’s  province,  and  courting  the 
affections  of  the  Gauls,  for  that  fuch  conduCf 
would  alarm  the  Emperor;  an  apprehendon  which 
frequently  ferves  to  ffudrate  many  worthy  enter- 
prizes. 

But,  from  the  continued  ina&ion  of  both  armies, 
a  report  fpread,  that  their  Generals  were  enjoyned 
not  to  lead  them  againd  the  enemy.  In  confidence 
of  this  the  Frifians  pofTelfed  theforedsand  morades 
with  their  youth,  and  carrying  over  the  lakes  all 
fuch  as  were  weak  through  fex  or  age,  placed  them 
along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  then  proceeded  to 
iettle  themfelves  upon  thofe  trails  of  land  which  be¬ 
ing  void  of  inhabitants,  were  appropriated  to  the 
uies  of  our  foldiers.  In  this  enterprize  they  were 
co unfelled  and  conduced  by  Verritus  and  Malorigis, 
who  were  fovereigns  over  this  nation,  as  far  as  the 
Germans  are  wont  to  fubmit  to  fovereignty.  They 
had  already  founded  their  dwellings,  fownthe  fields, 
and  were  cultivating  the  lands,  as  if  the  fame  had 
been  their  native  foil,  when  Dubius  Avitus,  who 
fucceeded  Paullinus  in  the  province,  threatened  them 
with  the  vengeance  of  the  Roman  fword,  unlefs 
they  retired  to  their  ancient  territories,  or  obtained 
from  the  Emperor  a  new  fettlement.  By  thefe 
menaces  he  forced  Verritus  and  Malorigis  to  the 
ways  of  ^application.  On  this  negotiation  therefore 
they  proceeded  to  Rome,  where,  while  they  wait¬ 
ed  for  accefs  to  Nero,  who  was  engaged  in  other 
affairs,  amongft  the  fights  which  are  ufually  fhewn 
to  Barbarians,  they  were  conduced  into  Pompey’s 
Theatre,  that  they  might  there  furvey  the  multitude 
of  the  Roman  people.  Here,  gazing  round  them, 
(no  wife  interrupted  by  the  diverfions  of  the  Rage 
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which  they  underflood  not)  while  they  were  intent 
upon  the  arrangement  of  the  audience,  and  inform¬ 
ing  themfelves  about  the  diflribution  of  ranks, 
c  which  were  the  Roman  Knights,  and  where  fat 
i  the  fathers  of  the  Senate?5  they  fpied  certain  per- 
fons  in  a  foreign  habit,  fitting  upon  the  benches  of 
the  Senators,  and  afked  who  were  thefe?  When 
they  had  learnt  that  this  wras  a  diflindlion  conferred 
upon  the  Ambaffadors  of  fuch  nations  as  fignalized 
themfelves  by  their  merit  and  friendfhip  towards 
the  Romans  3  ‘  There  is  not  among!!  men,  they 
€  cried,  that  nation  which,  in  good  faith,  and  feats 
c  of  arms,  furpaffes  the  Germans  ; ’  and  thus,  leav¬ 
ing  their  feats,  placed  themfelves  among  the  Sena¬ 
tors;  a  proceeding  courteoufly  taken  by  the  fpedta- 
tors,  as  a  flight  of  ancient  liberty,  and  the  e  fie  cl  of 
an  honefl  emulation.  Nero  bellowed  uoon  both 
the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens,  but  ordered  that 
the  Fri flans  fhould  abandon  their  new  poflcflions  ; 
and,  as  they  refufed  to  obey,  they  were  forced,  by 
a  fudden  irruption  of  the  auxiliary  horfe,  who  put 
in  bonds,  or  to  the  fwc-rd,  all  who  obflinately  re¬ 
filled. 

The  Anfibarians  too  took  pofleffion  of  the  fame 
lands,  a  more  potent  people,  not  in  their  own  mul¬ 
titudes  only,  but  alfo  from  the  fympathy  of  the 
neighbouring  nations  ;  for  that  they  had  been  exter¬ 
minated  by  the  Chaucians,  were  deflitute  of  all  fet- 
tlement,  and,  like  exiles,  befought  only  a  quiet 
(belter  and  retreat.  They  were  likewife  led  by  a 
man  of  fienal  renown  amono-fl  thefe  nations,  and 
even  of  approved  fidelity  towards  the  Romans,  his 
name  BoiocaJus,  who,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  his 
people,  upon  this  occafion,  alledged,  6  That, 
x  upon  the  revolt  of  the  Cherufcans,  he  had  been 
4  thrown  into  bonds  by  order  of  Arminius,  after- 

j 

4  wards  carried  arms  under  Tiberius,  then  under 
*  Germanicus3  and  to  the  merit  of  fifty  years  fervice 
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and  adherence  to  the  Romans,  he  was  dill  ready 
to  add  thajt  of  fubmitting  his  people  to  their  Em¬ 
pire.  Was  not  the  territory  in  difpute  large  and 
wade  ?  or  referved  for  any  other  ufe  than  that  ot 
occafional  padure  for  the  foldiers  cattle,  and 
how  fmall  a  portion  fufficed  for  this?  yet  the 
Romans  might  dill,  if  they  pleafed,  retain 
4  wide  exclufive  tradls,  only  for  their  beads  to  range 
4  in,  although  by  feeding  their  beads  they  even 
4  famifhedmen;  provided  they  did  not  wilfully  de- 
4  vote  all  the  red  to  defarts  and  folitude,  rather  than 
4  allow  it  for  an  habitation  to  a  people  difpofed  to 
*  their  friendfhip  and  alliance.  The  pofiedmg  of 
4  this  territory  was  no  new  thing ;  formerly  it  was 
6  held  by  the  Chamavians,  next  by  the  Tubantes, 
4  afterwards  by  the  Uhpians.  As  the  heavens  were 
4  appropriated  to  the  Gods,  fo  was  the  earth  to  the 
4  children  of  men,  and  fucli  portions  of  it  as  none 
4  podeffed,  were  free  and  common  to  all/  Here 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  the  fun,  and  invoking,  as  if 
they  had  been  prefent,  that  and  the  other  cceledial 
luminaries,  he  afked  them,  4  Could  they  bear  to 
4  furvey  a  defolate  foil ;  or,  would  they  not  more 
4  judly  let  loofe  the  fea  to  fwallow  up  ufurpers,  who 
4  thus  engroffed  the  earth  ?’ 

This  language  warmed  Avitus,  who  replied, 
4  that  to  the  orders  of  the  mod  powerful,  fubmiffion 
4  mud  always  be  paid,  even  the  Gods  to  whom 
4  they  now  appealed,  had  fo  appointed,  that  to  the 
4  Romans  fhould  appertain  the  fovereign  judgment, 
4  what  to  bedow  and  what  to  take  away,  and  other 
4  judges  than  themfelves  they  would  fuffer  none/ 
This  was  his  public  anfwer  to  the  Anfibarians  ; 
but,  to  Boiocalus  he  privately  promifed,  that  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  long  attachment  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  he  fhould  have  lands  for  himfelf  affigned  him, 
an  offer  which  he  confidered  as  a  price  propofed  for 
betraying  his  people,  and  rejecting  it  with  indigna- 
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tion,  added,  i  A  place  to  live  in  we  may  want,  but 
‘  .a  Place  tQ  die  in  we  cannot.5  Thus  they  parted 
with  animofity  on  both  hdes.  The  Anfitiarians,  to 
prepare  for  the  impending  war,  invited  into  a  confe¬ 
deracy  the  Bru6lerians,  Tendferians,  and  even  other 
nations  more  remote.  Avitus  too,  after  he  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  Curtilius  Mancia,  who  commanded  the  up¬ 
per  army,  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  to  appear  with 
hib  iOices  upon  their  rear,  marcned  himfelf  with  his 
Legions  into  the  territories  of  the  Tendferians,  and 
threatened  them  with  defolation  and  daughter,  un~ 
lefs  they  departed  from  the  league.  Hence  they 
were  forced  to  acquiefce ;  and,  as  the  like  terrors  , 
awed  the  Brudferians,  therefftoo  relinquifhed  a  hope- 
lefs  caufe,  whence  ruin  to  themielves  wras  threat¬ 
ened  from  their  attachment  to  others.  So  that  the, 
forlorn  Anfibarians  retreated  back  to  the  UTipians 
and  Tubantes,  but  by  them  alio  were  exterminated. 
They  then  withdrew  for  reception  hrft  to  the  Catti- 
ans,  afterwards  to  the  Cherufcans,  and,  in  thefe 
long  and  various  wanderings  from  nation  to  nation,, 
thus  vagabond,  indigent,  and  treated  as  enemies 
and  intruders,  all  their  youth  fell  by  the  fword, 
and  the  promifeuous  multitude  were  utterly  difperfed 
according  to  the  various  lot  of  captivity. 

Between  the  Hermundurians  and  the  Cattians, 
during  the  fame  fummer,  a  mighty  battle  was 
fought,  about  the  propriety  of  a  river,  which  di¬ 
vided  their  territories,  and  which  yielding  abundant 
ft  ore  of  fait,  each  people  was  labouring  by  force  to 
appropriate  to  themfelves.  To  this  quarrel,  befide$ 
their  pafhon  for  committing  all  difputes  to  the  deci-, 
fion  of  the  Iword,  they  were  further  animated  by 
an  inherent  fuperftition,  c  that  thefe  places  were 
1  doubtlefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  heaven,  and  no 
c  where  quicker  than  there  did  the  fupplications  of 
c  men  reach  the  ears  of  the  Gods.  Hence,  through 
*  a  fpecial  indulgence  of  the  Deities,  in  this  river 

and 
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4  and  in  thefe  groves,  fait  was  produced,  not,  as 
4  with  other  nations,  from  the  foam  of  the  fea  cruft- 
4  ed  upon  the  fhore,  but  by  pouring  the  water  of 
4  this  river  upon  flaming  piles  of  wood,  and  xthus 
6  condenfed  by  a  combination  of  oppofite  elements.* 
The  iffue  of  the  war  was  profperous  to  the  Hermun- 
durians,  and  to  the  Cattians  the  more  bloody  and 
dedruhtive,  for  that,  prefuming  upon  victory,  they 
had  devoted  the  adverfe  holt  to  Mars  and  Mercury, 
a  vow,  by  which  men  and  horfes,  with  whatever 
elfe  appertains  to  the  vanquifhed,  are  doomed  to  be 
burnt  or  (lain.  Thus  upon  their  own  heads  returned 
their  cruel  menaces  againft  their  foes. 

The  people  Juhones,  a  (late  in  alliance  with  us, 
were  at  this  time  afflicted  with  a  calamity  altogether 
fudden  and  alarming,  by  the  eruption  of  a  fubterna- 
neous  Are,  which  caught  and  confumed,  on  every 
fide,  their  towns,  farms,  and  particular  dwellings, 
and  was  advancing  with  fury  to  the  late-built  walls  of 
Cologn.  Neither  could  it  be  extinguifhed  even  by 
the  falling  of  rain,  nor  by  the  throwing  of  water,  or 
by  any  other  ufual  expedient,  till  certain  boors,  de- 
fpairing  of  remedy,  and  enraged  at  the  devouring 
conflagration,  vented  their  wrath  in  attacking  it  at 
a  didance  with  vollies  of  Hones;  as  the  flames  came 
thus  to  abate,  they  proceeded  to  a  clofer  approach, 
and,  by  dint  of  clubs  and  blows,  as  in  an  encounter 
with  fierce  beads,  quite  repulled  it.  At  length,  ut¬ 
terly  to  fmother  it,  they  dripped  themfelves  of  their 
cloaths,  which  the  more  foiled  and  worn  they  were, 
the  more  effectual  they  proved. 

During  the  fame  year,  the  tree  Ruminalis,  Hand¬ 
ing  in  the  place  afligned  for  the  election  of  Magi- 
drates,  the  fame  which  after  the  birth  of  Romulus 
and  Remus,  had  yielded  fhelter  to  thefe  expofed 
babes,  eight  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  began  to 
decay  with  withered  branches  and  a  deadened  trunk; 
a  change  which  palled  for  an  omen  of  evil  portent, 
till  it  revived  again  into  frefh  blolloms  and  verdure. 
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Nero  hates  and  dreads  his  m other 9  and  canjes  her  to 
he  murdered.  Me  gives  a  falfe  account  of  i hat  mur¬ 
der  to  the  Senate.  JVhat  ft  range  applaife  he  finds 
there ,  and  his  encouragement  from  thence  to  every  ex - 
cejs  and  enormity.  He  drives  chariots ,  nay,  mounts 
the  ft  age.  Quinquennial  games  inflituted ,  with  po¬ 
pular  olfervaiions  upon  that  irjhtution.  The  brave 
conduct  o  f  Corbulo  in  Armenia  ;  he  takes  Tigrano - 
certa,  and  eftablijhes  Tigranes  King  there.  A  great 
mafia  ere  of  the  Romans  in  Britain ,  during  the  ab- 
fence  of  Suetonius  Paullinus,  then  employed  in  fub- 
duing  the  ifie  of  Anglefey  Thence  the  province  al- 
vioft  loft ,  but  recovered  again  by  the  vigorous  efforts 
cf  the  Governor ,  and  in  one  great  combat .  The 

Governor  of  Rome  fain  at  home  by  one  of  hts 
Jlaves  ;  the  reft  punifhed.  The  law  of  MajeJiy  re¬ 
vived.  The  death  of  Burrhus.  Attempts  to  ruin 
Seneca  3  who  is  aware  of  than 5  and  fees  to  be  difi- 
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miffed,  but  is  refufed.  Tigellinus  his  mifchievom 
credit  with  the  Emperor ;  caufes  Plautus  and  Sylla 
to  be  killed .  Nero  difmiffes  his  iv  fe  Odtavia,  and 
marries  Poppaea.  Hence  a  popular  tumult ,  which 
hajlens  the  murder  cf  Gctavia. 

- 

U  R  I  N  G  the  Conful/hip  of  Caius  Vip- 
ftanus  and  Caius  Fonteius,  Nero  deter¬ 
mined  to  accomplifh,  without  more  de¬ 
lay,  the  parricide,  which  he  had  been  long  de- 
vifing,  as  from  the  permanence  of  his  power  he 
was  become  refolute  and  hardened,  and  his  paflion 
for  Poppaea  waxed  daily  more  faming.  She  too, 
who  could  never  hope  to  fee  Odtavia  divorced,  nor 
herfelf  efpoufed  during  the  life  of  Agrippina,  teafed 
him  with  mediant  reproaches,  nay,  fometimes  jeered 
him  by  the  farcaftical  name  of  4  pupil,  one  blindly 
4  fubjedt  to  the  controulment  of  another,  fo  far  from 
4  being  fufFered  to  fway  the  Empire,  that  he  was 
4  not  allowed  even  private  liberty.  For,  upon  what 
4  other  motives  could  he  delay  to  marry  her  ?  Had 
4  he  any  objections  to  her  perfon  and  beauty,  or  to 
4  her  blood  and  anceftors,  men  of  renown,  diftin- 
4  guifhed  with  triumphal  honours  ?  was  he  unfatis- 
4  fed  about  the  fruitfulnefs  cf  her  body,  or  the  fin- 
4  cere  affections  of  her  foul  ?  No  ;  the  truth  was, 
4  it  was  dreaded,  that  when  fne  was  become  his 
4'  wife,  fne  would  be  laying  open  the  grievances 
4  of  the  Senate,  the  refentment  of  the  people,  againft 
4  the  pride  and  rapacioufnefs  of  his  mother.  "But, 
4  after  all,  if  Agrippina  would  bear  for  a  daughter- 
4  in-law,  no  other  than  one  who  would  prove  to 
4  her  Ion  a  vexatious  and  malevolent  wife,  fhe  de- 
4  fired  to  be  reftored  again  to  the  conjugal  embra- 
4  ces  of  Otho  3  for,  fhe  was  ready  and  refolved  to 
4  withdraw  to  any  quarter  of  the  earth,  there  rather 
4  to  hear  of  the  Emperor’s  abafement  and  reproach, 
4  than  It  ay  to  behold  it,  and  expofe  herfelf  to  a  part¬ 
ner- 
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c  nerfhip  of  the  perils  which  furrounded  him.5  Thefe 
and  the  like  expoftulations,  enforced  with  fighs  and 
teais,  and  all  the  foft  artifices  of  the  adultcrefs, 
pierced  the  foul  of  Nero  j  nor  did  any  one  check 
their  operation,  as  all  earneftly  wifhed  to  fee  the 
authority  of  Agrippina  crufhed,  and  as  no  mortal 
believed,  that  ever  the  fon  would  wax  fo  hardened 
in  his  hate  as  to  fpill  the  blood  of  his  mother. 

It  is  recorded  by  Cluvius,  that  fuch  was  the  flam¬ 
ing  paflion  of  Agrippina  for  retaining  her  wonted 
dominion,  to  fuch  extravagant  lengths  was  fhe  trans¬ 
ported,  that  often,  in  the  face  of  the  day,  at  a  fea- 
fon  when  Nero  was  heated  with  wine  and  banquet¬ 
ing,  fhe  accofled  him,  gayly  attired,  and,  while  he 
was  thus  drunk,  Prove  to  prompt  him  to  inceff  ; 
that  their  obfcene  kifTes,  geffures,  and  other  fuch 
fignals  and  incitements  to  that  abomination,  being 
well  obferved  by  thofe  who  were  prefent,  Seneca^ 
for  an  antidote  againfl  the  enticements  of  one  wo¬ 
man,  had  recourle  to  another  j  hence  Adfe  was  in¬ 
troduced,  a  franchifed  Damfcl,  one  who  being  e- 
qually  anxious  for  her  own  danger  and  the  infamy 
of  Nero,  warned  him,  that  already  the  inceft  was 
every  v/here  publifhed,  and  his  mother  gloried  in 
the  publication,  and  that  the  foldiery  would  never 
bear  the  rule  of  a  Prince  contaminated  with  fuch 
unnatural  pollution.  Fabius  Rufticus  afcribes  this 
Grange  appetite  not  to  Agrippina,  but  to  Nero,  and 
recounts  that,  by  the  cunning  of  the  fame  Ade, 
he  was  weaned  and  refcued.  But,  the  detail  given 
by  Cluvius,  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  other  wri¬ 
ters,  and  on  this  fide  too  is  the  teflimony  of  po¬ 
pular  fame  ;  whether  fhe  really  nounfhed  in  her 
heart  an  impurity  fo  monflrous,  or  whether  the  con¬ 
certing  of  this  unheard-of  prostitution  appeared  the 
more  credible  in  her,  who  almoff  in  her  childhood 
had,  from  third  of  dominion,  confented  to  be  de¬ 
bauched  by  Lepidus,  with  the  like  fpirit  of  power, 

abau- 
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abandoned  herfelf  to  the  luff  of  Pallas,  and,  during 
her  inceftuous  marriage  with  her  uncle  Claudius, 
had  been  pradtifed  in  a  courfe  of  wickednefs  of  every 
kind  and  degree. 

Thenceforth  Nero  began  to  avoid  all  private  en¬ 
counters  with  his  mother,  and,  upon  every  occafion 
of  her  retiring  to  any  of  her  gardens  out  of  Rome, 
or  to  her  feats  at  Tufculum  or  Antium,  ufed  to  ap¬ 
plaud  her  for  thus  employing  her  leifure.  At  length, 
confidering  her  as  his  dread  and  torment,  where- 
ever  fhe  refided,  he  affumed  a  refolution  to  kill  her, 
and  was  only  in  fufpence  about  the  means,  whether 
by  poifon  or  the  fword,  or  any  other  effedlual  vio¬ 
lence.  That  of  poifon  was  preferred  at  firft,  but  to 
adminifter  the  fame  was  difficult :  if  it  were  done  at 
the  Prince’s  table,  its  operatiou  could  never  pals  for 
accidental  death,  fince  in  the  like  manner  Britanni- 
cus  had  already  perifhed  ;  to  apply  to  her  own  do- 
meftics,  appeared  a  great  rifque,  as  fhe  was  a  wo¬ 
man  who  from  her  own  long  intimacy  with  frauds 
and  blood,  was  wary  and  vigilant  again#:  all  fnares 
and  circumvention,  and  moreover  always  fecured 
herfelf  by  counter-poifons  again#  the  efforts  of  poi¬ 
fon.  How  to  difpatch  her  with  the  fword,  and  yet 
cover  the  appearances  of  the  execution,  no  one  pre¬ 
tended  to  devife  ;  it  was  feared  too,  that  the  orders 
would  be  rejedled,  to  whomfoever  they  were  given, 
for  the  perpetration  of  fuch  hideous  iniquity.  ^Here 
Anicetus  proferred  his  fervice  and  dexterity,  a  fran- 
chifed  Have,  tutor  to  Nero  in  his  infancy,  but  now 
Commander  of  the  fleet  which  rode  at  Mifenum, 
one  virulently  hated  by  Agrippina,  and  with  equal 
virulence  hating  her.  He  therefore  explained,  ‘how 
*  a  veffel  he  fo  contrived,  that  by  the  fud- 

4  den  burfting  of  one  particular  quarter  in  the  open 
‘  fea,  fne  might  be  overwhelmed,  without  the  lead: 

‘  warning  or  apprehenfion.  Nothing,  he  faid,  was 
4  fo  fertile  of  difafters  as  the  fea,  and,  if  flic  were 

4  thus 
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4  thus  d '{patch.  -d  by  {hipwreck,  who  could  befoin- 

*  jurious  as  to  afcribe  the  malignity  of  wind  and 

*  waves  to  the  malice  and  contrivance  of  men  ? 
‘  moreover,  the  Prince  would  of  courfe  bellow  on 
‘  his  deceafed  mother,  a  temple  and  altars,  and  all 
‘  other  honours  proper  to  create  an  oflentation  of 
4  filial  grief  and  piety.’ 

Nero  was  pleafed  with  the  device,  which  was  alfo 
favoured  by  the  jundture  of  time,  the  Feflival  of 
Minerva,  called  Quinquatru /,  which  he  was  then 
celebrating  at  Baiae.  Thither  he  indeed  his  mother: 
for,  he  was  frequently  declaring,  4  that  the  hafly 
4  humours  of  parents  were  to  be  borne  withal,  and, 
4  towards  her  it  behoved  him  to  fupprefs  every  ir- 
4  ritation  of  his  own  fpirit  as  by  fuch  declarations 
he  meant  to  raife  a  general  rumour  of  his  own 
reconcilement  to  her,  a  rumour  which  he  hoped 
would  reach  Agrippina  and  find  credit  with  her, 
from  the  credulous  genius  of  women,  prone  to  be¬ 
lieve  whatever  feeds  their  wifhes  and  promifes  mat¬ 
ter  of  joy.  When  fhe  approached,  he  met  her  upon 
the  fhore,  (for  fhe  came  by  fea  from  Antium)  pre- 
fented  her  his  hand,  and  embraced  her,  then  con¬ 
duced  her  to  Bauli,  fo  the  villa  is  called,  which, 
lying  between  the  Cape  of  Mifenum  and  the  gulf 
of  Baiae,  is  wafhed  by  the  fea  which  winds  round 
the  point.  Here,  amongfl  feveral  other  veffels,  there 
lay  one  more  gaudy  and  ornamental  than  the  reff, 
as  if,  in  this  particular  too,  he  meditated  frefh  ho¬ 
nour  to  his  mother;  for,  fhe  had  been  always  wont 
to  be  carried  in  a  galley  with  three  banks  of  oars, 
rowed  by  mariners  from  the  feet.  Moreover,  the 
banquet  to  which  fhe  was  invited,  was  fo  timed, 
that  under  the  dark  fhades  of  night  the  horrid  exe¬ 
cution  might  be  covered.  It  was,  however,  appa¬ 
rent,  that  fome  body  had  betrayed  the  defign,  and 
that  Agrippina,  upon  hearing  the  perfidious  machi¬ 
nation,  though  fhe  was  doubtful  whether  fhe  ought 

to 
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to  believe  it,  had  yet  chofen  to  be  carried  by  land 
to  Baiae  in  a  fedan  ;  but,  upon  her  arrival  there, 
the  plaufible  behaviour  of  Nero  affwaged  her  fears  ; 
for,  belides  placing  her  at  table  above  him,  treating 
her  with  all  tendernefs  and  careffes,  he  amufed  her 
with  great  variety  of  converfation,  now  breaking 
out  into  fallies  of  youthful  franknefs,  then  with  an 
air  compofed  and  grave,  difcourfing  of  weighty  af¬ 
fairs,  and  having  thus  drawn  out  the  banquet  into 
a  great  length,  he  attended  her  to  the  fhcre,  there 
more  ardently  than  before  he  kiffed  her  eyes,  killed 
her  bofom,  and  left  it  uncertain  whether,  by  fuch 
paftionate  behaviour,  he  only  meant  to  complete 
this  fcene  of  diftimulatlon,  or  whether  the  laft  fight 
of  a  mother  juft  going  to  perifh,  really  checked  his 
fpirit  however  favage. 

The  night  proved  clear,  the  ftars  fhone  in  full 
luftre,  the  fea  was  fmooth  and  calm  ;  as  if  all  this 
had  been  concerted  by  the  providence  of  the  Gods, 
for  the  more  inconteftable  detection  of  the  murder. 
Agrippina,  of  all  her  numerous  domeftics,  was, 
when  fhe  embarked,  attended  only  by  two,  Cre- 
pereius  Gallus,  who  ftood  by  the  fteerage,  and 
Acerronia,  who,  as  her  Lady  repofed,  lay  at  her 
feet,  and  was  recounting  to  her,  with  much  joy  the 
remorfe  of  her  fon,  and  the  favour  which  by  it  he 
had  regained  from  his  mother  :  nor  had  the  veffel 
yet  made  much  way,  when  fuddenly  upon  a  lignal 
given,  the  deck  over  that  quarter  was  loofened,  and 
being  purpofely  loaded  with  a  great  quantity  of  lead, 
funk  violently  down,  and  inftantly  crufhed  Crepe- 
reius  to  death.  Agrippina  and  Acerronia  were  de¬ 
fended  by  the  pofts  of  the  bed,  which  happened  to 
be  too  ftrong  to  yield  to  the  defcending  weight ; 
neither  did  the  ftrudture  of  the  veffel  burft,  for,  the 
mariners  were  all  embarrafled,  and  thofe  of  them 
who  were  not  entrufted  with  the  fraud,  .obftrucfted 
the  meafures  of  luch  as  were.  The  next  expedient 

con- 
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concerted  by  the  latter  was,  to  bear  her  down  on 
one  fide,  and  fo  fink  her.  But,  neither  amono-ft 
thefe  accomplices  was  there  an  infiant  concurrence 
in  executing  a  project  thus  haftily  propofed,  and 
there  were  others  at  the  fame  time  firuggling  con- 
tiariwife  to  preierve  her ,  hence  it  proceeded  that 
ihe  was  not  fwallowed  up  at  once  in  the  deep,  but 
defcended  more  leifurely.  Now  Acerronia,  while 
fhe  declared  herfelf  to  be  Acrippina,  and  called 
upon  them  pafiionately,  to  fuccour  and  fave  the 
Prince’s  mother,  was  purfued  with  poles,  and  oars, 
and  whatever  other  naval  weapons  came  accident¬ 
ally  to  hand,  and  fo  /lain.  Agrippina  kept  filence, 
and,  being  therefore  the  lefs  known,  efcaped,  with 
one  wound  however  upon  her  fhoulder.  What  with 
fwimming,  what  with  the  afiifiance  of  fome  fifher- 
boats,  which  rowed  out  to  fuccour  her,  fhe  reached 
the  lake  Lucrinus,  and  was  thence  conducted  to  her 
own  villa. 

Here  fhe  revolved  upon  her  danger,  that  for  this 
very  end  fhe  had  been  inveigled  by  the  fraudulent 
letters  of  her  fon,  for  this  treated  by  him  with  fuch 
fignal  marks  of  honour,  that  the  vefiel,  even  under 
the  flicker  of  the  fhore,  without  the  agitation  of 
winds,  without  concufilon  from  rocks,  had  yielded 
in  its  upper  part,  and  tumbled  down,  like  a  frail 
ftrudture  of  earth.  She  confidered  the  fate  of  Acer¬ 
ronia,  mikaken  for  herfelf  and  defignedly  /lain,  and 
fhe  beheld  her  own  wound.  From  the  whole  how¬ 
ever  flie  inferred  that  her  only  refource  againk  thefe 
black  machinations  was  to  add  as  if  fhe  faw  them 
not.  With  this  view,  fhe  difpatched  Agerinus  her 
freedman  to  notify  to  her  fon,  c  that  through  the 
4  benevolence  of  the  Gods,  and  the  aufpicious  in- 
*  fiuence  of  his  fortune,  fhe  had  efcaped  a  grievous 
6  cafualty,  but  befought  him,  that,  however  terri- 
6  fled  Vi  ith  the  danger  which  had  threatened  his 
6  mother,  he  mould  yet  pokpone  the  trouble  of 

‘  vili- 
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<  vifiting  her,  for,  what,  file  only  needed  at  preferit 
c  was  reft/  In  the  mean  while,  counterfeiting  per¬ 
fect  fecurity  and  fearlefnefs,  fhe  had  medicines  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  wound,  and  her  body  chafed  and  anoint¬ 
ed,  ;  (he  called  too  for  the  laft  will  of  Acerronia, 
and  ordered  all  her  effects  to  be  fegiftered  and  fealed 
up  ;  in  which  proceeding  only  fne  added  without 
counterfeiting. 

As  to  Nero  ;  while  he  was  hourly  expecting  ex- 
prefles,  that  the  parricide  was  executed,  tydings  ar¬ 
rived,  4  that  file  had  efcaped  only  with  a  flight  hurt, 

4  having  fo  far  felt  the  danger  as  to  remain  in  no 
4  uncertainty  who  it  wa%  that  fought  her  life.’  At 
this  he  became  mortally  ftruck  with  difmay,  and 
fwore  in  pallionate  terms,  44  that,  without  perad- 
4  venture,  fhe  would  prefently  be  at  hand,  bent 
4  upon  taking  hafty  vengeance,  whether  by  arming 
4  the  flaves,  or  by  ftirring  up  againft  him  the  rage 
4  of  the  foldiery,  or  by  flying  to  the  Senate  and 
4  people,  with  a  tragical  reprefentation  of  theveffe] 
4  wrecked,  herfelf  wounded,  her  friends  murdered, 
4  and  her  fon  the  author  of  all.  And  ap-ainft  this 

O 

4  menacing  event,  what  refource,  what  protection 
4  had  he,  unlefs  feme  fuch  could  be  propofed  by 
4  Burrhus  and  Seneca  ?  ’  For,  the  inftant  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  news  of  the  difappointment,  he  had 
called  for  them  both  to  confuit  them ;  neither  is  it 
certain  whether,  before  this,  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  confpiracy.  Upon  this  emergency,  they 
both  kept  long  ftlence,  as  they  apprehended  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  perfuade  him  to  drop  the  defign, 
and  perhaps  believed  it  to  be  already  pufhed  fo  far, 
that  unlefs  Agrippina  foon  perifhed,  Nero  certainly 
inuft.  At  length,  Seneca  proved  the  more  forward 
of  the  two  ;  yet  no  further  than  to  look  at  Burrhus, 
and  ask,  4  whether  the  orders  for  this  execution  were 
4  not  to  be  trufted  to  the  foldiery  ?’  Burrhus  an- 
fwered,  that 4  the  Praetorian  guards  were  fo  zealoufly 

at- 
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4  attached  to  the  whole  family  of  the  Caefars,  fo  fond 
4  in  particular  of  the  name  and  memory  of  Germa- 
4  nicus,  that,  againft  any  defcendent  of  his  they 
4  could  never  be  animated  to  aught  that  were  cruel 
‘  and  bloody.  It  therefore  behoved  Anicetus  to  ac- 
4  quit  himfelf  of  his  engagement/  Neither  did  Ani¬ 
cetus  paufe  one  moment,  but  even  demanded  the 
office  of  completing  the  murder.  Nero  became  re¬ 
vived  with  thefe  words,  and  declaring  himfelf  to  be 
that  day  prefented  with  the  Empire,  owned  his  fran- 
chifed  Have  for  the  author  of  the  mighty  prefent, 
and  urged  him  to  difpatch,  leading  with  him  for  his 
affidance  fuch  as  were  mod;  prompt  to  obey.  The 
freedman  however,  having  heard  that  Argerinus  was 
arrived  from  Agrippina,  with  the  news  of  her  dif¬ 
ader  and  efcape,  contrived  a  plot  to  turn  the  treafon 
upon  her ;  and  therefore,  as  the  other  was  deliver¬ 
ing  his  medage,  dropped  a  dagger  between  his  legs, 
then,  as  if  he  had  caught  him  in  the  terrible  fade, 
called  for  irons  to  be  indantly  cad  upon  him.  By 
this  fable,  he  purpofed  to  fupport  another,  by  feign¬ 
ing  that  the  dedrudHon  of  the  Prince  had  been  con¬ 
certed  by  his  mother,  and  that  being  ftruck  with  con- 
fefion  upon  the  difeovery  of  her  treafon,  die  had  des¬ 
perately  put  an  end  to  her  own  life. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  while  the  danger  which 
threatened  Agrippina  at  fea,  flew  abroad  (for  it  was 
underdood  as  the  effebt  of  chance)  the  people  flocked 
impatiently  to  the  fhore,  each  as  foon  as  he  heard  it. 
Some  climbed  up  the  mounds  which  flioot  out  into 
the  fea,  fome  crowded  into  barks  and  skiffs,  others 
entered  the  floods  and  waded  as  deep  as  their  height 
would  permit}  nay,  there  were  thofe  who  dretched 
out  their  arms,  as  it  were  to  catch  and  receive  her  > 
fo  that,  with  lamentations  for  her  misfortune,  with 
vows  for  her  deliverance,  and  with  the  indidindt 
clamour  of  a  multitude,  many  afking  different  ques¬ 
tions,  or  returning  uncertain  anfwers,  the  whole  coad 
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refounded.  There  ran,  moreover,  to  the  red:  a  great 
crowd  with  lights  in  their  hands,  and,  as  foon  as  it 
was  confirmed  that  Agrippina  was  out  of  danger, 
they  were  fpeeding,  with  all  zeal,  to  offer  her  their 
congratulations,  till  by  the  fight  and  menaces  of  an 
armed  band,  they  were  terrified  and  difper fed.  Ani- 
cetus  befet  the  villa  with  a  guard,  and,  burning  open 
the  gates,  feized  and  fecured  all  fuch  of  her  flaves 
as  appeared  to  flop  him.  He  then  advanced  towards 
her  chamber,  where  he  found  the  door  guarded  by 
very  few  ;  all  the  reft  were  feared  away  by  the  ter¬ 
ror  and  violence  of  his  entrance.  In  her  chamber 
was  a  fmall  light,  and  only  one  of  her  Damfels. 
Agrippina  too  herfelf  was  more  and  more  tolled 
with  anxious  thoughts,  that  no  foul  had  vet  arrived 
from  her  foil,  nor  had  even  Agerinus  returned  ; 
fhe  perceived  from  without  ftrange  viciftitudes  and 
an  unufual  feene,  the  defertion  of  her  own  people, 
and  the  fudden  violence  and  tumult  of  ftrangers, 
with  all  the  warnings  of  her  laft  fate.  Infomuch  that, 
feeing  her  maid  too  about  to  depart,  fhe  faid,  4  Thou 
4-  likewife  art  going  to  abandon  me  and,  that  mo¬ 
ment  fpied  Anicetus,  accompanied  with  Herculeus 
Captain  of  a  galley,  and  Oloaritus  a  Centurion  of 
the  navy.  She  told  him,  4  If  he  came  from  the 
4  Emperor  to  be  informed  of  her  health,  he  fhould 
4  acquaint  him  fire  was  well  recovered  ;  if  upon 
4  any  bloody  defign,  fhe  would  no  wife  believe  him 
4  commiffioned  byherfon;  her  foil  could  never  give 
c  unnatural  orders  for  parricide.’  The  aflallins 
having  placed  themfelves  round  her  bed,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  was  the  firft  that  wounded  her,  finking  her 
upon  the  head  with  a  club ,  for,  to  the  Centurion, 
as  he  was  drawing  his  fword  to  difpatch  her,  fhe 
prefented  her  belly,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  4  Strike 
4  thy  fword  into  my  womb, 5  fhe  cried,  and  was 
inftantly  aflaflinated  with  a  multitude  of  wounds. 

In 
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In  thcfe  particulars  authors  are  unanimous  \  but, 
tliat  Nero  afterwards  furveyed  the  body  of  his  mur- 
dercd  mother,  and  magnified  its  lymmetry  and  love- 
hnefs,  theie  aie  thofe  who  have  related,  and  thofe 
who  deny.  That  very  night  her  corps  was  burned 
with  fordid  obfequies,  upon  no  other  bed  than  fuch 
ao  flic  uled  to  tecline  upon  at  meals.  Neither,  du¬ 
ring  the  reign  of  Nero,  were  her  relics  repofited,  or 
covered  with  common  earth,  till  afterwards  from 
the  benevolence  of  her  domefiics,  flic  received  a 
flight  and  vulgar  grave,  upon  the  road  to  cape  Mi- 
fenum,  adjoying  to  a  villa  of  Caefar’s  the  Dictator, 
which  from  its  elevated  fituation  overlooks  thecoaft 
and  bays  below.  Mnefter,  a  freedman  of  hers,  as 
loon  as  her  funeral  fire  was  lighted,  run  himfelf 
through  with  a  fword,  whether  from  affcdion  for 
his  Lady,  or  from  dread  of  his  own  doom,  is  alto¬ 
gether  uncertain.  f  ms  violent  end  of  Agrippina 
was  foretold  her  many  years  before,  and  believed, 
and  yet  fet  at  nought  by  her  5  for,  as  the  Chaldseaus, 
whom  die  con ful  ted  concerning  the  fortune  of  Nero, 
anfweied,  that  c  he  would  certainly  reign,  andcer- 
‘  tai*dy  kin  his  mother /  ‘  Let  him  kill  me,  faid  the, 

4  fo  he  do  but  reign.’ 

I  he  fcene  of  this  horrible  iniquity  being  over, 
the  Emperor  became  terribly  {truck  with  its  crying 
enormity,  and  for  the  reft  of  the  night  was  now 
dumb,  motionlefs,  with  bis  eyes  fixed,  then  darted 
up,  amazed,  and  trembling,  and  thus  waited,  in 
diffractions  of  mind,  the  approach  of  day,  a  day 
from  which  he  expeded  fome  direful  doom.  What 
£rff  raifed  his  affurance,  was  the  flattery  of  the  Tri¬ 
bunes  and  Centurions,  who,  at  the  mitigation  of 
Burrhus,  grafped  his  hand,  with  congratulations, 

*  That  he  had  thus  efcaped  fuch  unforefeen  peril, 

4  and  the  mortal  fnares  of  his  mother/  Next,  his 
friends  and  intimates  betook themfelves,  with  thankf- 
giving,  to  the  feveral  Temples  5  and  the  example 

being 
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being  thus  begun  was  followed  by  the  adjacent  town  ? 
and  communities  of  Campania,  who  gave  public  tef* 
timonies  of  their  joy,  by  facrifices  to  the  Gods,  and 
embaffies  to  the  Prince.  For  himfelf ;  his  diffimu- 
lation  took  a  different  turn  from  theirs.  Sad  and 
dejected  was  his  mien,  he  feemed  to  hate  a  life  thus 
laved,  and  bewailed  with  many  tears,  the  death  of 
his  mother.  However,  as  places  cannot  change 
their  afpedt,  like  the  fupple  countenances  of  men, 
and  as  the  tragical  profpedt  of  that  deadly  fea  and 
coafl  tv  as  inceilantly  reproaching  him,  (befides  there 
were  thofe  who  believed,  that  from  the  high  cliffs 
round  about  they  heard  the  fhrili  found  of  trumpets, 
and  fhrieks  and  wailings  from  Agrippina’s  grave) 
he  withdrew  to  Naples,  and  there  fent  letters  to  the 
Senate,  of  which  thefe  are  the  heads : 

.c  That  Agerinus,  a  freedman  of  Agrippina’s, 

*  in  intimate  truft  with  her,  had  been  feized,  ready 
armed  to  afTahmate  him}  whence  fhe  had  undergone 
4  the  pains  of  parricide,  from  the  fame  guilty  confci- 
4  ence  that  prompted  her  to  contrive  it.’  To  this  he 
added  a  catalogue  of  her  crimes,  traced  a  loner  wav 
backwards  ;  how  ‘  fhe  had  aimed  at  a  co-ordinate 
‘  power  in  the  Empire,  with  an  oath  from  the  Prre- 
4  tori  an  bands,  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  woman, 

4  nay,  to  the  abalement  of  the  Senate  and  people, 

4  had  expected  the  like  mark  of  fubje&ion  from 
them ;  and  finding  her  ambition  difappointed 
‘  fhe  became  enraged  againft  the  foldiery,  againft 
the  fathers,  and  the  populace,  oppofed  a  donative 
to  the  guards,  and  a  largefs  to  the  people,  and 
4  devifed  deftru&ion  againft  the  illuftrious  chiefs  of 
4  ^ome-  Nay,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
defeated  her  defign  of  ufurping  a  feat  in  the  Senate, 

4  and  of  returning  anfwerstothe  Ambaffiadors  offo- 
*  nations.’  He  even  obliquely  lafhed  the  tranf- 
actions  under  Claudius,  and  caft  upon  his  mother  all 
the  ads  of  tyranny  in  that  reign,  aferibing  her  fall 
VouIL  H  to 


barity  furpafted  all  ccnlure)  but  upon  Seneca,  for 


in  writing  avowed  the  deed. 

Wonderful,  however,  was  the  competition  of  the 
Grandees  in  decreeing  the  following  folemnities; 
4  That  at  all  the  altars  public  devotions  fhould  be 
6  performed;  the  feaft  of  Minerva,  during  which  the 
‘  confpiracy  was  detedted,  fhould  be  celebrated  with 
4  anniverfary  plays  for  ever ;  in  the  Senate-houfe 
4  fhould  be  placed  the  ftatue  of  that  Goddefs  in  gold, 
4  and  clofe  by  her,  that  of  the  Emperor  ;  and,  in 
4  the  lift  of  unhallowed  days,  Agrippina's  anniver- 
4  fary  fhould  be  inferted,’  Thrafea  Fetus,  who  was 
wont  either  to  pafs  over  the  like  failles  of  fervility  in 
utter  filence  or  with  a  fhort  v/ord  of  aflent,  walked 
now  out  of  the  Senate,  and  thence  awakened  future 
vengeance  againft  himfelf,  and  yet  to  the  reft  opened 
no  fource  of  liberty.  There  happened,  moreover, 
at  the  fame  time  frequent  prodigies,  from  which 
arofe  many  prognoftics,  but  no  confequences.  One 
woman  brought  forth  a  ferpent,  another,  in  the  em¬ 
braces  of  her  hufband  was  ftruck  dead  with  a  thun¬ 
der-bolt.  The  fun  became  fuddenly  darkened,  and 
the  fourteen  quarters  of  the  city  felt  the  effects 
of  lightning.  All  which  events  came  to  pafs  fo  ap¬ 
parently  without  any  providential  deftgn  in  the  Dei¬ 
ties,  that  for  many  years  after  this,  Nero  continued 
fafe  in  his  fovereignty  and  enormities.  Now,  in  or¬ 
der  to  heighten  the  popular  hate  towards  his  mother, 
and  withal  to  magnify  his  own  clemency,  as  if  the 
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fame  were  enlarged  now  file  was  removed,  he  rc- 
flored  to  their  native  country  and  inheritance,  Junia 
and  Calpurnia,  Ladies  of  illuftrious  quality,  with 
Valerius  Capito  and  Licinius  Gabolus,  menofPrse- 
torian  dignity,  all  formerly  doomed  to  exile  by 
Agrippina*  He  likewife  permitted  the  remains  of 
Lollia  Paullina  to  be  brought  home,  and  a  fepulchre 
for  them  to  be  built.  Iturius  too  and  Calvifius, 
whom  he  had  lately  banifhed,  he  now  pardoned  and 
releafed  ;  for  Silana  had  already  yielded  to  the  lot.  of 
mortality  at  Tarentum,  whither,  from  her  remote 
banifhment,  fhe  had  returned,  either  becaufe  the 
authority  of  Agrippina,  by  whofe  enmity  file  fell, 
was  then  declining,  or  her  wrath  by  that  time  af~ 
1  waged. 

While  Nero  lingered  in  the  towns  of  Campania, 
full  of  anxiety  how  to  conduct  himfelf  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Rome,  whether  he  fhould  find  the  Senate 
obfequious,  or  zeal  in  the  people,  his  doubts  were 
combated  by  ail  the  profligates  of  the  court  (and  no 
court  upon  earth  abounded  with  more.)  They  ar¬ 
gued  4  that  the  very  name  of  Agrippina  was  deteffed, 
c  infomuch  that  by  her  death,  the  afFedions  of  the 
c  people  were  more  powerfully  kindled  towards  him. 
i  He  iiiould  therefore  proceed  confidently,  and  in 
4  perfon  receive  proofs  of  popular  adoration.’  As 
they  demanded  too,  that,  for  trial,  they  might  ar¬ 
rive  fomewhat  before  him,  they  found,  in  all  re- 
ipecfs,  a  more  forward  and  officious  zeal  than  they 
themfeives  had  promifed,  the  feveral  tribes,  in  dif- 
tmcl  bodies,  coming  forth  to  meet  him,  as  alfo  the 
Senate  in  their  robes  of  ftate,  with  mighty  droves 
of  women  and  children,  ranged  in  claffes,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  icx  and  age ;  and  ail  along  where  he  was 
to  pafs,  a  fucceffive  variety  of  plays  and  fhews,  and 
fcenes  of  public  rejoycing,  were  prepared,  with  all 
the  parade  attending  a  triumph.  Elated  with  fuch 
reception,  and  as  if  crowned  with  victory  from  this 
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general  fervitude,  he  repaired  to  the  Capitol,  paid 
his  vows  and  oblations,  and  thenceforth  abandoned 
himfelf  to  the  full  bent  of  all  his  furious  paftions;  for, 
though  he  had  hitherto  but  poorly  controuled  them, 
yet  his  reverence  to  his  mother,  however  weak  it 
were,  had  till  then  checked  their  violence. 

It  was  a  ufual  diverfion  of  his,  and  long  allowed 
him,  to  drive  a  chariot  drawn  by  four  horfes;  nor 
lefs  fcandalous  was  his  paflion  for  tinging  to  the  harp, 
as  he  was  wont  when  he  fupped,  in  a  theatrical  gef- 
ture  and  habit :  *  An  employment,  which  he  alledg- 
*  ed  to  have  been  commonly  pradtifed  by  Kings 
‘  and  Heroes  of  old ;  that  the  fame  was  celebrated 
4  in  the  fongs  of  the  poets,  and  even  performed  to 
4  the  honour  of  the  Gods;  for,  thus  were  mufic  and 
4  finging  facred  to  Apollo,  and  thus  reprefent- 
4  ed,  with  the  fame  drefs  and  inffrument,  not  only 
4  in  the  cities  of  Greece,  but  even  in  the  Roman 
4  Temples,  flood  that  fublime  and  oracular  Deity.’ 
Neither  could  this  his  bent  be  retrained.  So  that 
Seneca  and  Burrhus,  left  he  ftiould  have  perfifted  in 
both,  judged  it  advifable  to  indulge  him  in  one. 
Thus,  a  piece  of  ground,  in  the  Vatican,  was  en- 
clofed  with  a  wall,  that  he  mio;ht  there  exert  his 
dexterity  in  racing  and  the  difcipline  of  fteeds,  with¬ 
out  being  expofed  as  in  a  public  ftiew,  to  the  pro- 
mifcuous  crowd.  But,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  even 
fought  to  be  publickly  feen,  and  invited  to  the  fight 
the  Roman  populace,  who  failed  not  to  magnify 
him  with  abundant  encomiums ;  for  the  vulgar  is 
ever  longing  after  public  diverfions,  and  ever  delight¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  inclination  in  the  Prince.  More¬ 
over,  fuch  open  proftitution  and  forfeiture  of  all 
fhame  did  not,  as  his  minifters  expedled,  produce  in 
him  any  fatiety,  but  contrariwife  frefh  eagernefs. 
As  he  imagined  too  that,  by  bringing  many  under 
fuch  debafement,  he  fhould  remove  his  own,  he 
introduced,  as  adtors,  into  the  Theatre,  feveral 

who 
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who  were  defcended  from  illuftrious  families,  but 
through  indigence  become  venal,  men  whofe  names 
(as  they  are  now  no  more)  I  repeat  not  with  their 
ftory;  a  confideration  which  I  judge  due  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  their  anceftors ;  feeing  too,  that  upon  his  head 
the  iniquities  recoil,  who,  rather  than  they  fhould 
not  tranfgrefs,  gave  them  money  for  tranfgreffmg. 
He  likewife  engaged  feveral  Roman  Knights  (men 
well-  known)  to  undertake  parts  in  theatrical  repre- 
fentations,  by  exceffive  rewards ;  unlefs  it  be  thought 
that  pay  from  one  who  has  authority  to  command, 
carries  with  it  the  power  of  compullion. 

Neverthelefs,  that  he  might  not  as  yet  debafe 
himfelf  in  the  common  Theatre,  he  inftituted  a  fort 
of  plays  called  Juvenale * ;  and,  for  celebrating  thefe, 
names  were  given  in  from  all  quarters.  Here  no 
man’s  quality  and  blood,  nof  his  age,  nor  the  pub¬ 
lic  figure  and  offices  which  any  of  them  had  borne, 
excufed  them  from  perfonating  the  port  and  buffoon- 
ry  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  mimics,  even  in  the  ob- 
fcene  gefticulation  of  their  bodies  and  the  effeminate 
cadences  of  their  voice.  Even  Ladies  of  illuftrious 
quality  came  alfo  to  devife  unfeemly  revellings.  So 
that,  in  the  grove  planted  by  Auguftus  round  the 
lake  where  the  naval  combat  was  exhibited,  taber¬ 
nacles  were  ere&ed  and  booths  were  built,  where 
wine  and  dainties  were  expofed  to  fale,  with  what¬ 
ever  incites  to  fenfuality  and  wantonnefs.  To  pro¬ 
mote  the  debauch,  money  was  given  to  the  inno- 
.  cent  as  well  as  the  voluptuous,  to  be  wafted  alike 
in  riot,  by  the  former  from  awe  of  Nero,  by  the  lat¬ 
ter  from  oftentation  of  vice.  From  this  fource  arofe 
a  monftrous  increafe  of  all  pollution  and  enormities; 
and  though  our  manners  had  been  long  fince  cor¬ 
rupted,  yet  never  were  they  more  debauched  and 
pervaded  by  any  inundation  of  vice  and  depravity, 
than  by  this  fhocking  fink  of  lewdnefs.  Modefiy 
is  a  thing  hard  to  be  fecured  even  by  the  moft  vir- 
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tuons  management  and  reftraints  ;  much  Icfs  is  mo- 
defty,  or  chaftity,  or  any  honeft  endowment,  to  be 
prelerved  amidft  lcenes  of  impurity,  where  vices  are 
engaged  in  a  contention  to  outvie  each  other. 

At  length,  Nero  could  forbear  no  longer,  but 
mounted  the  Stage  and  took  the  harp,  trying  the 
firings  with  awful  attention,  and  fludying  his  part. 
About  him  flood  his  companions  ;  a  Cohort  too  of 
the  guards  were  arrived,  with  many  Tribunes  and 
Centurions ;  as  alfo  Burrhus  the  PraTect,  praifing 
Nero  and  grieving  for  him.  At  this  time  likewile 
was  hr  ft  enrolled  the  body  of  Roman  Knights  en¬ 
titled  Juguflani,  young  men  diftinguiihed  by  the 
bloom  of  their  years,  and  flrength  of  body,  all  pro¬ 
bed  profligates,  fome  from  the  bent  of  nature,  the 
refl  in  hopes  of  preferment.  Thefe  attended  nights 
and  days,  wholly  employed  in  clapping  the  Emperor, 
and  founding  his  applaufes.  They  extolled  his  per- 
ion  and  voice  by  epithets  peculiar  to  the  Gods  ; 
as  if  only  from  their  zeal  for  virtue  they  fought 
fplendour  and  honour. 

The  Emperor,  however,  that  he  might  not  be 
only  renowned  for  the  accomplifhments  of  a  player, 
ftudied  to  excel  alfo  in  Poetry,  having  drawn  about 
him  feveral  who  had  a  genius  for  poefy,  though  not 
yet  noted  for  their  poems.  Thefe  were  wont  to 
fit  down  in  concert  with  the  Prince,  and  connect 
together  fuch  lines  as  they  had  feveral ly  brought,  or 
fuch  as  they  found  already  compofed,  piecing  out 
with  fupplements  of  their  own  all  his  effuiions, 
however  lame  and  crude.  T  his  is  apparent  from 
the  very  compofition  of  thefe  poems,  which  flow 
with  no  uniformity  of  flile  or  genius,  like  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  one  man.  He  ufed,  belides,  to  bellow 
fome  time  after  meals  upon  hearing  the  reafonings 
of  Philofophers  ;  and  while  each  maintained  his 
own  feet,  and  contradicted,  the  reft,  they  all  expo- 
fed  their  endlefs  broils.  Nay,  fome  of  them  were 

fond 
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fond  of  being  feen,  with  their  Hern  afpe£t  and  ac¬ 
cent,  amidft  the  Royal  exceffes  and  recreations  of 

Q|«0 

About  the  fame  time,  from  a  conteft  altogether 
trivial,  there  arofe  a  horrid  {laughter  between  two  of 
our  Italian  Colonies,  Nuceria  and  Pompeium,  attnc 
celebration  of  a  combat  of  Gladiators  exhibited  by 
Livineius  Regulus,  whofe  expul i ion  from  the  Senate 
I  have  before  recounted.  Now,  as  they  teafcd  and 
rallied  each  other  with  the  uiual  gibes  ano  pctuiunc^ 
of  citizens,  they  proceeded  to  bitternefsandinvedtives, 
then  to  rage  and  voilies  of  hones,  at  length  to  a  ge¬ 
neral  encounter  at  arms.  But  to  the  Pompeian  po¬ 
pulace,  who  were  the  more  powerful,  the  victory 
remained,  as  in  their  territory  too  the  revel  was  ex¬ 
hibited.  Hence,  numbers  of  thofe  of  Nuceria  were 
borne  to  Rome,  with  mangled  and  mutilated  bodies; 
and  many  arrived  there  with  complaints  and  wail¬ 
ings,  fome  for  the  death  of  their  fons,  fome  for  that 
of" their  fathers.  The  cognizance  of  this  affair  was 
by  the  Prince  left  to  the  Senate,  by  them  to  the 
Confuls,  but  returned  again  before  the  fathers,  who 
by  a  decree  difabled  the"  Pompeians  from  meeting 
in  any  fuch  popular  concourfe  for  ten  years,  and 
diffolved  for  ever  the  fraternities  which  they  had 
inftituted  againft  the  Law.  Livineius  and  the  other 
incendiaries  of  the  riot  were  doomed  to  exile. 

Pedius  Blaefus  was  alfo  puniihed  with  expulfion 
from  the  Senate,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Cyrenians,  who 
urged  that  he  had  robbed  the  treafure  of  dEfculapius, 
and  in  the  enrolling  of  foldiers,  had  been  governed 
by  price  and  popularity.  The  fame  Cyrenians  brought 
a  charge  againft  Acilius  Strabo,  one  who  had  been 
inverted  with  the  Praetorian  power,  and  fent  as  an 
arbitrator  from  the  Emperor  Claudius  to  adjuft  and 
difcriminate  the  territories  formerly  held  by  King 
Apion,  and  by  him  bequeathed,  together  with  his 
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whole  Kingdom,  to  the  Roman  people  ;  for  that  the 
lame  had  been  ulurped  on  every  fide  by  the  border¬ 
ers,  who  having  thus  enjoyed  them  a  Jong  while, 
.  envec*  a  claim  of  right  from  encroachment  and 
iniquity.  Strabo,  therefore,  having  adjudged  the 
lands  to  the  Romans  and  expulfed  the  invaders, 
much  matter  of  popular  hate  again  ft  the  arbitrator 
was  thence  adminiftered  to  the  Cyrenians.  In  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge  the  Senate  faid,  ‘  That  to  them 
the  tenor  of  his  commiftlon  from  Claudius  was 
unknown,  and  they  muft  confult  the  Prince.5  Nero 
approved  the  arbitration  of  Strabo,  but  wrote  back, 
I  hat  he  would  neverthelefs  relieve  our  confede¬ 
rates  the  Cyrenians,  and  yield  them  up  the  ufurp- 
1  ed  pofteflxons.5  F 


^  Thereafter  followed  the  deaths  of  thefe  illuftrious 
Rf  mans,  Domitius  Afer  and  Marcus  ServiJius,  men, 
who,  for  the  fublime  dignities  of  the  ftate,  which 
they  had  fwayed,  and  for  their  own  abounding  elo¬ 
quence,.  had  flourifhed  in  fignal  credit.  The  firft 
was  renowned  for  a  powerful  Pleader,  Servilius  too 
foi  his  long  fuccefs  at  the  bar,  and  afterwards  for 
the  Hiftory  by  him  compiled  of  the  Roman  affairs, 
as  aifo  for  the  elegance  and  probity  of  his  life, 
which  received  frefh  luftre  from  the  oppofite  be¬ 
haviour  of  Afer,  who  in  parts  and  genius  was  his 
equal,  but  far  different  in  life  and  manners. 

During  the  fourth  ConfuLfhip  of  Nero  with  Cor¬ 
nelius  Coffus  for  his  collegue,  Quinquennial  Games 
were  inftituted  at  Rome,  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
prize-matches  amongft  the  Greeks,  and,  like  al- 
moftall  new  inftitutions,  were  varioufly  reprefented. 
Some  alledged,  4  That  Pompey  too  was  cenfureij 

*  by  our  anceftors,  for  having  founded  a  permanent 

*  Theatre  :  till  then,  the  public  fports  were  wont 

*  to  be  exhibited  from  fcenes  occafionally  erected 

*  for  the  fclemnity,  to  Jaft  no  longer,  and  to  be 
4  feen  from  feats  fuddenly  reared  j  or,  if  times  more 
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4  remote  were  confulted,  the  people  would  be  found 
4  to  have  then  beheld  fuch  reprefentations  ftanding, 
4  left,  had  they  been  indulged  with  feats,  they  might 
6  have  confumed  whole  days  in  amufements  of  the 
4  theatre.  In  truth,  the  primitive  rule  in  reprefent- 
c  ing  popular  (hews  would  be  preferved,  were  the 
4  fame  ftill  exhibited  by  the  Praetors,  and  no  Roman 
4  citizen  whatever  compelled  to  enter  the  public 
4  lifts.  But,  now,  the  ancient  ufages  of  our  coun- 
4  try,  which  had  been  long  decaying  piece-meal, 
4  were  utterly  obliterated  by  the  prevalence  of  fo- 
4  reign  fports  and  gratifications.  Infomuch  that  at 
4  Rome  might  be  feen,  from  all  quarters,  whatever 
4  was  capable  of  being  corrupted  or  of  propagating 
4  corruption  ;  the  Roman  youth  deviated  into  fo- 
4  reign  ftudies,  frequented  common  wreftling-fchools, 
4  indulged  floth  and  purfued  unnatural  amours,  fince 
4  they  were  influenced  by  the  example  and  fupreme 
4  direction  of  Prince  and  Senate,  who  not  only 
4  granted  licence  to  a  torrent  of  vice,  but  promot- 
4  ed  it  by  authority  and  coercion.  Romans  of  the 
4  firft  rank,  under  colour  of  rehearfing  their  poems 
4  and  harangues,  defiled  themfelves  with  the  prac- 
4  tice  of  the  ftage.  What  remained  further,  un- 
4  lefs  they  ftripped  themfelves  naked,  and  commenc- 
4  ing  fencers,  wielded  the  whirlebat,  and,  for  mi- 
*  litary  glory  and  arms,  ftudied  thefe  theatrical  fkir- 
4  mifhes  for  pay  ?  Would  the  bands  of  Roman 
4  Knights,  would  thofe  entituled  A»guftani*>  more 
4  worthily  fulfil  their  high  office  of  judicature,  by' 
4  a  nice  ear  in  the  modulations  of  mufic,  and  by 
4  applauding  the  foft  fhakes  and  thrills  of  Nero’s 
4  throat  ?  Nights  as  well  as  days  were  beftowed 
4  upon  the  infamous  revel,  that  no  portion  of  time 
4  might  remain,  for  fkreening  modefty  and  fhame  ; 
4  but,  in  that  huge  aflembly,  blended  at  random, 
4  every  libertine  might  dare  to  gratify  by  night  what- 
4  ever  his  concupiscence  prompted  him  to  by  day.* 
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Many  others  were  even  well  pleafed  with  this  dif- 
folute  paftime,  but  difiguifed  it  however  under  vene¬ 
rable  names.  c  Our  anceflors  too,  they  alledged, 
c  had  not  abflained  from  the  divertifement  of  public 
c  reprefentations,  which  were  exhibited  in  a  manner 
c  fuitable  to  the  fortune  and  revenue  of  that  time. 
c  Thus  from  Tufcany  they  procured  players,  from 
c  Thurium  the  diverfion  of.  racing;  and  after  the 

<  conquefl  of  Greece  and  Aha,  the  Roman  fports 
4  were  folemnized  with  greater  elegance  and  accu- 
c  racy.  A  et,  in  a  courfe  of  two  hundred  years, 
c  ever  fince  the  triumph  of  Lucius  Mummius,  who 
c  firfl  prefen  ted  the  Romans  with  thefe  foreign  fhews, 
c  no  Roman  of  ingenuous  birth  had  debafed  himfelf 
c  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  flage.  Nay,  public  frugali- 
c  ty  too  had  been  conful ted,  by  rearing  a  {landing 
c  Theatre,  much  more  than  by  eredling  a  great  oc- 
c  cafional  edifice,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  every 
c  year.  Neither  had  the  magiflrates  occafion, 
c  henceforth,  to  exhaufl  their  private  fortune,  nor 
c  the  people  to  importune  the  Magiflrates  for 
c  the  exhibition  of  the  prize-combats  of  Greece, 

*  fince  by  the  Commonwealth  all  the  expence  was 
c  defrayed.  Moreover,  the  prizes  then  gained  by 

<  Poets  and  Orators,  would  prove  incentives  to  the 
‘  cultivation  of  genius  :  nor  to  any  one  of  thofe 
‘  who  fat  judges  there,  could  it  prove  irkfome  to 
4  lend  his  ear  to  the  rehearfal  of  generous  produc- 
c  tions,  and  to  recreations  altogether  lawful.  A  few 

*  nights  fpent  upon  this  folemnity  once  in  the  courfe 
i  of  five  years,  were  rather  afligned  to  diverfion, 

*  than  to  lewdnefs,  during  fuch  a  copious  blaze  of 

*  lights,  that  no  Pally  of  iniquity  could  pofiibly  be 
4  concealed/  It  is  very  true,  that  this  revel  efcaped 
free  from  any  fignal  adl  of  difhonour ;  moreover, 
the  popular  contention  and  zeal  for  the  feveral  ac¬ 
tors,  was  fo  moderate  that  it  produced  no  fort  of 
uproar.  For,  though  the  Pantomimes  were  again  re- 
flored  to  the  flage,  they  were  reflrained  from  the 

cele~ 
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celebration  of  games  which  were  held  facrcd.  T  he 
prize  of  eloquence  was  borne  away  by  none,  but 
the  victory  was  adjudged  to  Nero.  The  Grecian 
garb,  worn  at  fuch  folemnities  by  many,  and  gene¬ 
rally  railed  at,  waxed  now  into  dilute. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  a  Comet  blazed,  a 
phenomenon  which,  according  to  the  perfuafon  o 
the  vulgar,  always  portends  a  change  of  KingSj 
Hence, ^as  if  Nero  had  been  already  depofed,  it  be¬ 
came  the  topic  of  general  inquiry,  who  fhould  be 
chofen  to  fucceed  him,  and,  by  the  univerfal  voice 
on  this  occafion,  the  name  ofRubellius  1  lautus  was 
refounded,  one  who  by  his  mother  inherited  the  no¬ 
bility  of  the  Julian  race.  He  himfelf  obferved  tin. 
reverend  manners  of  our  anceftors,  fev^re  in  his 
drefs,  his  houfe  virtuous,  regular,  and  devoted  to 
retirement.  But,  the  more  retiied  his  apprehensions 
made  him  to  be,  the  higher  renown  he  acquired. 
The  rumour  was  heightened  by  a  flalh  of  lightning, 
which  was  expounded  with  the  li *ce  credulity  and 
folly.  For,  as  Nero  fat  at  meat  in  a  villa  called 
Sublaqueum,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Simbruine 
Lakes,  lightning  darted  upon  the  repaft,  fattened 
the  difhes,  and  overthrew  the  table  ;  and  as  tnis 
cafualty  happened  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Ti\  oh, 
from  whence  Plautus  by  his  father  s  fide  originally 
1  prang,  the  people  believed  him  the  man  defined  to 
Empire  by  the  Deities.  He  v/as  likewife  favoured 
by  many  fuch  whofe  ambition  always  hurrying,  and 
for  the  moft  part  deceiving  them,  engages  them  in 
novel  purfuits  fraught  with  ambiguity  and  danger. 
All  this  alarmed  Nero,  who  therefore  fignifed  to 
Plautus  by  a  letter,  c  That  he  would  do  well  to 
‘  confult  the  tranquillity  of  Rome,  and  withdraw 
<  himfelf  from  the  reach  of  thole  who  malignantly 
«  defamed  him.  In  Alia  he  had  ancient  pofleflions, 
4  where  he  might  enjoy  the  bloom  of  his  life,  fiee 
4  from  all  peril  and  the  embroilments  of  fate.’  Upon 
this  warning,  he  retired  thither,  with  Antifha  his 

H  6  wife 
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wife  and  a  few  friends.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  days, 
the  inordinate  propenfity  of  Nero  to  unbounded  vo- 
Juptuoufnefs  involved  him  in  much  danger  and  in¬ 
famy  ;  for,  as  he  would  needs  fwim  in  the  fource 
of  the  aqueduct  which  fupplies  the  city,  and  derives 
its  name  from  (Ancus)  Marcius,  the  founder,  it 
was  conflrued,  that  he  had  with  an  impure  body 
polluted  the  facred  ffream,  and  profaned  the  fanclity 
of  the  place  ;  and  a  dangerous  malady  immediately 
enfuing,  afcertained  the  refentment  of  the  Deities. 

Now,  Corbulo  judged  it  proper,  after  the  demo¬ 
lition  Oi  Artaxata,  to  improve  the  reigning  terror, 
and  to  feize  Tigranocerta ;  for  that,  having  once 
taken  it,  whether  he  were  to  raze  it  or  fave  it* 
he  fhould  either  infufe  frefh  dread  into  the  foe,  or 
fill  them  with  the  fame  of  his  clemency.  Thus  he 
inarched  towards  it,  but  committed  no  hoftilities* 
left  he  fhould  banifh  all  hopes  of  pardon,  nor  yet 
receded  from  his  ufual  difcipline,  as  he  knew  it  to 
be  a  nation  addidbed  to  fudden  changes ;  and,  as  in 
encountering  dangers,  dull  and  fpiritlefs ;  fo,  in 
feats  of  perhdioufnefs,  dexterous  and  vigilant.  The 
Barbarians  took  various  courfes,  according  to  their 
feveral  humours.  Some  met  him  as  fupplicants  * 
others  abandoned  their  dwellings,  and  betook  them- 
felves  to  the  recedes  of  the  defart ;  feveral  crept  into 
caves,  accompanied  with  whatever  was  dearefb  to 
them.  The  methods  therefore  taken  by  the  Roman 
General  were  various  as  theoccalion;  to  the  fuppli- 
cants  he  extended  mercy ;  after  the  fugitives  he  ordered 
quick  purfuits.  But  towards  thofe  who  had  hid  them- 
felves  in  dens,  he  was  rigoroufly  fevere ;  for,  with 
faggots  and  brufhes  he  filled  the  mouths  and  iffues 
of  the  caverns,  and  fet  the  fame  on  fire.  Then 
continuing  his  march  along  the  confines  of  the  Mar- 
dians,  he  was  infulted  by  the  predatory  bands  of 
that  people,  exercifed  in  continual  robberies,  and 
protected  by  their  wild  mountains  againff  reprizals 
and  invdions.  But'Corbulo*  by  pouring  in  the 

Hibe- 
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Hiberians  upon  them,  expofed  them  to  devaftation 
and  fword,  and  took  vengeance  of  their  infolent 
hoftilities,  at  the  expence  of  the  blood  of  foreigners. 

But,  though  neither  he,  nor  his  army,  was  any 
wife  impaired  by  fighting,  they  were  both  fpent 
with  continued  travel  and  want,  and  reduced  to 
combat  hunger  with  the  ufe  of  flefh  alone.  Add 
to  thefe  diftreftes,  a  fcorching  fummer,  extreme 
fcarcity  of  water,  mighty  marches  5  evils  which  were 
extenuated  only  by  the  exemplary  patience  of  the 
General,  who  underwent  more  hardfhips  than  any 
common  foldier.  Thence  they  arrived  in  places 
that  were  cultivated,  where  the  ripened  harveft  fur- 
nifhed  grain  for  bread  ;  and,  as  here  flood  two 
caflles  whither  the  Armenians  had  flocked  for  fane- 
tuary,  one  was  taken  at  once  by  florm ;  the  other* 
having  repuifed  the  firfl  onfet,  was  by  a  fiege  com¬ 
pelled  to  furrender.  Corbulo  palled  next  to  the 
country  of  the  T aurantes,  where  he  efcaped  a  Hid¬ 
den  and  threatening  danger  ;  for  hard  by  his  pavi¬ 
lion  a  Barbarian,  armed  with, a  dagger,  was  appre¬ 
hended,  one  of  no  mean  degree,  who,  upon  the  rack* 
unfolded  the  order  of  the  confpiracy,  owned  himfelf 
the  contriver,  and  difeovered  his  affociates,  who* 
being  all  convidled,  fullered  the  juft  doom  of  trai¬ 
tors,  luch  who  under  the  facred  name  and  profef- 
fion  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  were  meditating  guile 
and  blood.  Not  long  after,  the  AmbafTadors  by 
him  fent  forward  to  Tigranocerta,  returned  with 
tidings,  that  the  inhabitants  were  bent  upon  fub- 
mitting  to  the  Roman  authority,  and  their  gates 
ilood  open  to  receive  the  Roman  army.  At  the  fame 
time  they  prefented  him  from  the  city  with  a  golden 
crown,  as  a  token  of  hofpitality  and  friendly  recep¬ 
tion  ;  an  acknowledgment  which  he  accepted  with 
all  marks  of  honour,  and  in  no  one  inftance  in¬ 
fringed  the  property  or  privileges  of  the  town,  that 
thence  they  might  perfevere  in  their  allegiance* 
being  left  in  full  enjoyment  of  their  eftate. 

But* 
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But  the  Royal  citadel,  which  was  garrifoned  by  a 
band  of  young  men  of  refolute  valour,  was  not 
mattered  without  blows.  They  even  ventured  upon 

a  (ally,  and  joining  battle  without  the  walls,  were 

beaten  back  into  their  fortification,  whither,  as  our 
men  forced  an  entrance  after  them,  they  were  ob- 
liged  at  laft  to  yield  to  the  arms  of  the  affailants. 
t  hdc  enterprizes  were  the  more  eaiily  accomplifh- 
ce,  for  that  the  Parthians  were  engaged  the  while 
m  a  war  with  the  Hyrcanians,  a  people  who  had 
aheady  fent  an  embahy  to  the  Roman  Emperor, 
to  entreat  his  alliance,  reprefenting  it  as  a  pledo-e  of 
tneir  fnendfliip  to  Rome,  that  they  1 had  thus  diverted 
the  power  of  Vologefes.  As  thefe  Ambaffaders  were 
returning  that  they  might  not,  by  eroding  the  Eu- 
phrate-s,  be  intercepted  by  the  dationary  guards  of  the 
enemy,  Corbulo  furnifhed  them  with  a  convoy  of 
loldiers,  who  conducted  them  as  far  as  the  coad  of  the 

Perfiangulf,fromwhence,withouttouchingthebounds 

of  P**rthia,  they  returned  in  fafety  to  their  nativehomes, 
Moieover,  as  I  mdates  had  palled  through  IVIe- 
dia,  and  thence  invaded  the  extreme  parts  of  Ar¬ 
menia,  Corbulo,  having  fent  forward  Verulanus 
his  Lieutenant  General,  with  the  auxiliary  troops, 
advanced  mmielf  at  the  head  of  the  Legions  liphtly 
equipped,  and  containing  the  invader  to  retire 
quite  away  from  that  Kingdom,  deprived  him  of 
all  hopes  from  purfuing  the  war :  having  likewife 
laid  wa.de,  with  hie  and  daughter,  all  thofe  quar¬ 
ters  which  he  had  learnt  were  zealous  for  that 
King,  and  therefore  difaffedled  to  us,  he  had  already 
ahumed  the  complete  pofledion  and  government  of 
all  Armenia,  when  TTigranes  arrived,  a  Prince  pre¬ 
ferred  oy  .Neio  to  that  crown,  ffe  was  a  Cappa¬ 
docian,  nobly  defeended,  and  grandfon  to  King 
Archeiaus  ;  but  from  the  former  lot  of  his  life,  hav- 
ing  pafied  many  years  at  Rome  in  the  quality  of  a 
hodage,  his  fpirit  was  miferably  debafed,  even  to  a 
degree  of  abje&nefs  and  ferviiity  ;  neither  was  he 

now 
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now  received  into  the  fovereignty  with  general  una¬ 
nimity,  as  among#  feveral  there  #ill  remained  a 
lading  affedion  for  the  family  of  the  Arfacides. 
However,  as  there  were  many  who  abominated  the 
pride  of  the  Parthians,  they  preferred  the  accepting 
of  a  King  from  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  Upon 
the  new  Monarch  too  w^as  bellowed  a  body  of 
guards,  namely,  a  thoufand  legionary  foldiers,  three 
Cohorts  detached  from  our  confederates,  and  two 
wings  of  horfe,  to  fupport  him  in  maintaining  his 
new  realm.  Several  portions,  befides,  of  Armenia, 
were  fubjecfed  to  the  neighbouring  Kings,  to  Pha- 
rafmanes,  to  Polemon,  Arillobulus  and  Antiochus, 
according  to  the  contiguity  of  the  fame  to  their 
refpedive  dominions.  Corbulo  having  compleated 
this  fettlement,  withdrew  into  Syria,  a  province 
affigned  to  him,  upon  the  death  of  Vinidius,  the 
late  Governor. 

The  fame  year,  Laodicea,  one  of  the  capital 
cities  of  Afia,  having  been  overthrown  by  an  earth¬ 
quake,  rofe  again,  by  her  own  ability  and  means, 
into  her  former  luftre,  unafTifled  by  any  aid  from 
us.  But,  in  Italy,  the  ancient  city  of  Puzzoli  ob¬ 
tained  from  Nero  the  prerogative  and  title  of  a 
Colony.  All  the  Veterans  then  difmiffed  were  in¬ 
grafted  among#  the  inhabitants  of  Tarentum  and 
Antium,  yet  cured  not  the  defed  and  thinnefs  of 
people  there ;  for,  many  of  thefe  new-comers  #rag- 
gled  awuiy  to  their  old  haunts  in  the  provinces,, 
where,  during  their  term  of  fervice,  they  had  quar¬ 
tered  :  being,  befides,  never  accuftomed  to  engage 
in  wedlock,  or  to  rear  children,  they  lived  without 
families,  and  died  without  pofterity.  For,  Colonies 
were  not  now  eftablifhed  as  of  old,  when  intire  Le¬ 
gions  were  tranfplanted  thither,  with  their  Officers, 
Tribunes  and  Centurions,  and  all  the  foldiers  in 
their  di#ind  daffies ;  fo  as  they  might  from  anci¬ 
ent  acquaintance  and  unanimity,  fall  naturally  into 
the  form  of  a  Commonweal  5  but,  a  medly  of  men, 

not 
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not  known  to  each  other,  now  thrown  together 
Without  any  ruler  to  manage  them,  without  mu¬ 
tual  affechon  to  unite  them,  and  all  detached  from 
different  companies,  like  fo  many  individuals  fad- 
deiiry  amaued  from  fa  many  different  races  of  men 
rather  a  crowd  than  a  Colony. 

1  he  eledfion  of  Praetors  followed ,  a  tranfa&ion 
wont  to  be  fubjecf  to  the  pleafure  of  the  Senate  * 
but  as  this  proceeded  with  unufual  vehemence  and 
caballing,  the  Prince  fettled  the  contention,  by  pre¬ 
ferring  to  the  command  of  a  Legion  the  three  can¬ 
didates  who  exceeded  the  Hated  number.  He  a]fo 
exalted  the  dignity  of  the  Fathers,  by  ordaining 
that,  <  whoever  fliould  appeal  from  the  Hated  judges 
i  to  the  Senate,  fliould  be  expofed  to  the  hazard 
4  of  forfeiting  the  fame  fum  of  money  as  did  thofe 
*  who  appealed  to  the  Emperor.’  For,  hitherto 
this  was  idt  at  large  and  free  rrom  all  penalty.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  year  Vibius  Secundus,  a  Roman 
Knight,  was,  upon  the  accuiation  of  the  Aloors, 
condemned  for  public  extortion,  and  expelled  Italy- 
for  he  efcaped  a  fevere r  doom  by  the  prevailino- cre¬ 
dit  and  opulence  of  Vibius  Crifpus,  his  brother . 

During  the  Confulfhip  of  Caefonius  Pietus  and 
Petronius  Turpilianus,  we  fufFered  a  cruel  /laughter 
in  Britain.  In  truth,  as  Avitus  the  Governor^had 
done  no  more  there  than  (what  I  have  already  ob¬ 
served)  juft  maintained  our  former  conquefts,  fo 
his  fuccefTor  V  eranius,  having  only  in  fomelio-ht  in- 
curfions  ravaged  the  territories  of  the  Siluref,  was 
intercepted  by  death  from  any  further  profecution 
of  the  war  ;  a  man  indeed  of  high  reputation  during 
his  life,  for  fevere  virtue  and  manners ;  but  by  the 
flile  of  his  laft  will,  his  fervile  ambition  and  court 
to  power,  became  notorious;  for,  after  manifold 
flatteries  bellowed  upon  Nero,  he  added,  <  that  he 
4  fhould  have  completely  fubjedled  That  province 

4  to  his  obedience,  had  his  own  life  been  prolong- 

5  ed  for  two  years/  After  him,  Suetonius  Paulinus 

oh- 
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obtained  the  government  of  Britain,  a  competitor 
with  Corbulo,  in  the  fcience  of  war,  and  in  the 
voice  of  the  populace,  who  to  every  man  of  renown 
are  fure  to  create  a  rival.  He  hoped  too,  by  lub- 
duing  that  fierce  enemy,  to  reap  equal  glory  to  that 
which  the  other  derived  from  the  recovery  of  Ar¬ 
menia.  He  therefore  prepared  to  fall  upon  the  ifle 
of  Anglefey,  powerful  in  inhabitants,  and  a  com¬ 
mon  refuge  to  the  revolters  and  fugitives.  He  built, 
for  that  end,  boats  with  broad  flat  bottoms,  the 
eafier  to  approach  a  fhore  full  of  flhallows  and  un¬ 
certain  landings ;  upon  thefe  the  foot  were  embark¬ 
ed  ;  the  horfe  followed  partly  by  fording,  partly  by 
fwimming. 

On  the  oppofite  fhore  flood  the  enemy's  army* 
compadl  with-  men  and  arms  :  amongfl  them  were 
women  running  franticly  to  and  fro,  refembling 
the  wild  tranfports  of  furies  ;  difmally  clad  in  fu¬ 
neral  apparel,  their  hair  difheveled,  and  torches  in 
their  hands.  Round  the  hofl  alfo  appeared  their 
Priefls  the  Druids,  with  their  hands  lifted  up  to 
heaven,  uttering  bitter  and  direful  imprecations ; 
and  from  the  flrangenefs  of  the  fpedlacle,  flruck 
the  fpirit  of  the  Roman  foldiers  with  great  difmay  j 
infomuch  that,  as  if  all  their  limbs  had  been  be¬ 
numbed,  they  flood  motionlefs,  with  their  bodies 
expofed,  like  marks,  to  wounds  and  darts,  till,  by 
the  repeated  exhortations  of  the  General,  as  well 
as  by  mutual  incitements  from  one  another,  they 
were  at  lafl  roufed  to  fhake  off  the  fcandalous  terror 
infpired  by  a  band  of  raving  women,  and  fanatic 
priefls  ;  and  thus  advancing  their  enfigns,  they  dif- 
comfited  all  that  refilled,  and  involved  them  in  their 
own  fires.  A  garrifon  was  thereafter  eflablifhed 
over  the  vanquilhed,  and  the  groves  cut  down  by 
them  dedicated  to  deteflable  fuperflitions  ;  for  there 
they  facrificed  captives,  and,  in  order  to  difcover 
the  will  of  the  Gods,  confulted  the  entrails  of  men  ; 

prac- 
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piadiccs  of  cruelty  by  them  accounted  holy.  While 
S uetonms  was  thus  employed,  tydings  were  brought 
h,m  of  the  tudden  revolt  of  the  Province. 

i  ra.utagus,  the  late  King  of  the  Icenians,  a  Prince 

bv  InMefT^F  r  hiS  °PUlenCe  3Rd  grandeur,  had 
dLSl  heLEn?PT°rj'0int  heirw‘th  his  own  two 
.  as  bb  fucb  a  bgnal  inftance  of  loyalty 

bejudged  he  Ihould  purchafe  a  fure  protedion  to  hS 

mgeom  and  family,  againftall  injury  and  violence. 

A  fcheme  which  produced  an  effed  fo  intirely  con- 

and}1’- T* realm  was  ravaged  by  the  Centurions, 

re-,1  n  hM  fe  by  naves  ;  as  if  both  bis  houfe  and 
rea  m  had  been  the  juft  fpoils  of  war.  Firft  of  all 

lenr  Cf  nhlS  Wlfe  underwent  the  ignominious  vio- 
-nce  of  ftnpes  and  his  daughters  that  of  conftupra- 

ton,  and,  as  though  the  entire  region  had  been  be- 
queataed  to  the  plunderers,  all  the  principal  Iceni- 
ns  weie  fpoiled  of  their  ancient  pofl'effions,  and  the 
oyal  relations  of  the  late  King,  were  kept  and  treat¬ 
ed  as  haves.  Enraged  by  all  this  contumelious  ty¬ 
ranny  and  dreading  oppreflions  ftill  more  fevere, 
imce  they  were  thus  reduced  into  a  province  ;  they 
hew  unanimoufly  to  arms,  having  animated  the  Tri- 
nobantes  to  join  in  the  revolt,  as  well  as  all  others 
who  were  not  yet  broken  by  the  yoke  of  fervitude, 
and  had  fecretl y  confpired  to  recover  their  original 
ji  ie.  ty.  heir  moft  implacable  enmity  was  towards 
the  Veterans,  lately  tranflated  to  the  Colony  of 
V-amalodunum  ;  for,  thefe  new  guefts  had  thruft 
them  out  ot  their  houfes,  exterminated  them  from 
their  native  lands,  and  treated  them  with  the  vile 
titles  of  captives  and  haves.  Thefe  outrages  too  of 
t  ie  eteians,  were  abetted  by  the  common  fol- 
iers,  rom  their  fimilitude  of  life  and  inclination, 
an  in  opes  of  enjoying  the  fame  licentious  fttuation. 
Moreover,  the  Temple  built  and  dedicated  to  the 
denied  Claudius,  was  by  them  regarded  as  the  bul¬ 
wark  of  a  domination  eftablifhed  over  them  without 

end. 
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end.  B elides  that  the  Priefts,  culled  out  for  minif- 
tring  in  the  Temple,  under  the  cloak  of  Religion, 
devoured  their  whole  fubllance.  Neither  did  it  appear 
an  arduous  undertaking  to  extirpate  a  Colony  no 
wife  fecured  by  fortifications  ;  a  provifion  little  mind¬ 
ed  by  our  Commanders,  who  had  conlulted  accom¬ 
modation  and  pleafure  antecedently  to  advantage  and 
fecurity. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  the  Statue  of  vidlory  at 
Camalodunum,  without  any  vifible  violence,  tumb¬ 
led  down  with  her  face  turned  round ;  as  if  by  it  ihe 
betokened  her  yielding  to  the  enemy.  There  were 
women  too  who,  tranfported  with  oracular  fury, 
chanted  deftrudfion  to  be  at  hand.  In  the  place 
where  they  affembled  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  public, 
the  accent  and  tumultuous  murmurs  of  Grangers 
were  heard;  their  Theatre  ecchoedwith  difmal  bowl¬ 
ings,  and,  in  the  lakes  formed  by  the  tides  refill¬ 
ing  the  Thames,  a  reprefentation  was  feen  of  a  Colo¬ 
ny  overthrown.  The  fea  too  appeared  all  dyed  with 
blood,  and  at  the  departure  of  the  tide,  phantoms  of 
human  bodies  appeared  left  behind  upon  the  ftrand. 
From  which  omens,  as  the  Britons  derived  matter  of 
hope  and  joy,  fo  did  the  Veterans  matter  of  heavinefs 
and  fear.  But,  becaufe  Suetonius  was  at  a  great  dif- 
tance,  they  fought  fuccours  from  Catus  Decianus, 
Procurator  of  the  province,  who  yet  fent  them  no 
more  than  two  hundred  men,  nor  thefe  completely 
armed ;  and,  in  the  Colony  itfelf,  was  but  a  fmall 
handful  of  foldiers.  The  Veterans  not  only  relied 
upon  the  fhelter  and  flrength  of  the  Temple,  but 
were  fruilrated  in  their  meafures  by  fuch  as  were  fe- 
cret  accomplices  in  the  revolt ;  hence  they  had  nei¬ 
ther  fecured  themfelves  by  a  ditch  or  pallifade,  nor  re¬ 
moved  their  women  and  old  men,  referving  only 
thofe  of  youth  and  vigour  for  their  defence.  So  that, 
utterly  unprepared,  and  as  void  of  circumfpedlion  as 
if  full  peace  had  reigned,  they  were  befet  and  cut  off 
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booty,  eafy  to  be  feized  by  the  fpoiler,  dangerous  to 
be  defended  by  the  owner,  thither  they  carried  their 
animofity  and  arms.  In  the  leveral  places  which  I 
have  mentioned,  it  appeared  that  feventy  thoufand 
fouls  had  perifhed,  all  Romans,  or  the  confederates 
of  Rome.  For,  the  enemy  neither  made,  nor  fold, 
nor  exchanged  prifoners,  nor  obferved  any  other 
law  of  war ;  but  upon  all  exercifed  mortal  fury,  by 
prefent  killing,  gibbetting,  burning  and  crucifying, 
with  the  delperate  eagernefs  and  precipitation  of 
men,  who  were  fure  of  undergoing  a  terrible  doom, 
and  refolved,  by  anticipated  vengeance,  to  fpill  the 
blood  of  others  before  their  own  were  fpilt. 

Suetonius  had  already  an  army  of  nigh  ten  thou¬ 
fand  men;  namely,  the  fourteenth  Legion,  with  the 
Veterans  of  the  twentieth,  and  auxiliaries  from  the 
quarters  next  adjoining ;  fo  that  relinquifhing  all 
further  delay,  he  prepared  for  encountring  the  ene¬ 
my  in  battle,  and  chofe  a  place  which  flretched  out 
before  into  a  hollow  and  narrow  vale,  with  fteep 
fides,  and  was  behind  girt  in  with  a  wood.  He  was 
thoroughly  apprized,  that  in  the  front  only  the  whole 
forces  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  expedfed,  and  that 
the  fpace  between  was  a  plain  bottom,  where  no 
ftratagems  nor  amhufhes  were  to  be  dreaded.  Fie 
therefore  drew  up  the  Legionary  foldiers  into  clofe 
ranks,  fuftained  them  with  the  foldiery  lightly  arm¬ 
ed,  and  on  each  wing  placed  the  cavalry.  The  Rri- 
tifh  army  were  every  where  exulting  and  bounding 
in  great  feparate  bands,  fome  of  horfe,  fome  of  foot, 
and  exhibited  in  all  a  multitude  fo  vaft  as  hitherto 
was  not  parallelled.  They  were  even  animated  by 
a  fpiritfo  confident  and  fierce,  that  with  them  they 
had  alfo  brought  their  wives,  to  be  fpe&ators  of  their 
victory,  and  flowed  them  in  their  waggons,  which 
they  had  placed  round  the  extremity  of  the  camp. 

Boudicea  was  carried  about  in  a  chariot,  where 
before  her  fat  her  two  daughters.  Traverfing  the 
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<  men,  an  unwarlike  hoft,  deftitute  of  arms,  and 

<  difpofed  to  inftant  flight,  as  foon  as  they  came  to 
4  experience  again  the  fame  victorious  bravery  and 
‘  fteel  which  by  fo  many  defeats  they  had  proved. 
c  Even,  in  an  army  compofed  of  many  Legions, 
c  the  glory  of  difcomfiting  the  foe  remained  always 
c  to  a  few  ;  hence  it  would  redound  to  their  pe- 
‘  culiar  glory,  that  though  but  a  fmall  band,  they 

<  fhould  reap  all  the  renown  which  could  accrue  to 
6  a  great  and  complete  army.  They  were  only  to 
4  keep  condenfed  in  their  ranks,  and  having  firfl 
6  difcharged  their  darts,  clofe  in,  and  with  the  na- 
«  vels  of  their  fhields  and  edge  of  their  fwords, 
c  purfue  the  defeat  and  daughter.  Of  the  fpoil  they 
«  muft  have  no  thought,  fince  after  viClory,  to  their 
6  fhare  of  courfe  would  fall  fpoil,  and  honour,  and 
c  all  things.’ 

Every  part  of  the  General’s  fpeech  was  followed 
by  fuch  fignal  ardour  in  his  men,  with  fuch  prompt- 
nefs  had  the  old  foldiers,  men  long  inured  to  all 
the  arts  and  events  of  battle,  already  affumed  a  pro¬ 
per  pofture  for  wielding  and  darting  their  javelins, 
that  Suetonius,  as  certain  of  the  illue,  gave  the  fig¬ 
nal  for  onfet. 

Firfl:  of  all,  the  Legion  kept  their  ground  immove¬ 
able,  and  ftill  fheltered  themfelves,  as  with  a  bul¬ 
wark,  within  the  natural  ftreights  of  the  place,  till 
the  enemy  had  advanced  within  arrow  (hot,  and  ex- 
haufted  all  their  darts.  Upon  this  advantage,  they 
ruffled  out  upon  them,  as  it  were  with  the  force  and 
keennefs  of  a  wedge  ;  equal  was  the  impetuofity  of 
the  auxiliaries :  The  horfe  too,  advancing  with  a 
battlement  of  pikes,  utterly  broke  and  overthrew 
whatever  quarters  of  the  foe  exerted  any  refiftance 
and  ftrength  ;  for,  all  the  reft  turned  their  backs; 
but  found  it  difficult  to  efcape ;  the  inclofure  made 
by  their  own  carriages  had  obftru&ed  their  flight. 
Such  too  was  the  fury  of  the  foldiers,  that  they  ijpa- 
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red  not  even  the  lives  of  women  ;  nay,  the  very 
beafts  elcaped  not,  but  were  pierced  with  darts,  and 
lerved  to  fwel  the  mighty  heaps  of  the  dead.  Sig- 
md  was  the  glory  that  day  gained,  and  equal  to  the 
victories  of  die  ancient  Romans ;  for  there  are  au¬ 
thors  who  record,  that  of  the  Britons  were  {lain  al- 
moif  eighty  thoufand,  of  our  men  about  four  hund- 

red.  with  not  many  more  wounded.  Boudicea  ended 
her  life  by  poifon.  Poenius  Poflumus  too.  Camp- 
Marlhal  to  the  fecond  Legion,  upon  tidings  of  the 
exploits  and  fuccefs  of  the  fourteenth  and  twentieth 
as  he  had  defrauded  his  own  of  equal  honour,  and  ’ 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  military  duty,  difobeyed  the 

orders  of  his  General,  ran  himfelf  through  with  his 
fword.  ® 


The  whole  army  was  thereafter  drawn  together 
and  kept  the  field  under  tents,  in  order  to  finifo  the 
remains  of  the  war.  1  heir  forces  were  moreover 
augmented  by  Nero,  who  fent  them  from  Germany 
two  thoufand  Legionary  foldiers,  eight  Cohorts  of 
auxiliaries,  and  a  thoufand  horfe.  By  their  arrival 
the  ninth  Legion  was  fupplied  with  a  Legionary  re¬ 
cruit;  the  auxiliary  Cohorts  and  wings  of  the  cavalry 
were  polled  in  new  winter  quarters  ;  and  thus,  which 
ever  of  the  feveral  nations  appeared  hoffile  or  fuf- 
picious,  were  fubjedfed  to  the  devaflations  of  fire 
and  fword.  But  famine,  above  all  other  calamities, 
afflicted  the  foe,  who  had  neglected  to  cultivate  the 
ground  ;  and,  as  thole  of  every  age  were  bent  upon 
the  war,  they  had  defigned  to  appropriate  our  ftores 
to  their  own  ufe.  Befides,  that  this  people,  by  na¬ 
ture  wonderfully  ftubborn,  were  become  more  back¬ 
ward  to  peace,  from  the  behaviour  of  Julius  Claffl- 
cianus,  who  was  come  as  fuccefToi  to  Catus,  and, 
being  at  variance  with  Suetonius,  obftructed  the 
public  good  to  gratify  private  pique.  Thus  he  had 
every-where  pu blifhed,  ‘  That  another  Governor 
‘  was  to  be  expected,  who,  free  from  the  wrath  of 
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4  an  enemy,  free  from  the  arrogance  or  a  conqueror* 
4  would  by  merciful  meafures  enfure  the  fub million 
4  of  the  province/  At  the  fame  time,  he  tranfmit- 
ed  advice  to  Rome,  4  That  unlefs  a  fucceflor 
4  were  lent  to  Suetonius,  there  never  would  be  an 
4  end  of  war  ft  and,  while  he  charged  all  the  dif- 
afters  of  that  General  upon  bafenefs  of  conduft,  he 
afcribed  all  his  conquefts  and  fuccefs  to  the  aufpi- 
cious  fortune  of  the  Republic. 

Hence  Polycletus,  one  of  the  imperial  freedmen, 
was  difpatched  to  infpeft  the  condition  of  Britain  -y 
a  projeft  from  which  Nero  conceived  mighty  hopes, 
that  by  the  authority  of  his  domeftic,  private  amity 
between  the  Governor  and  Procurator  would  not 
only  be  effefted,  but  the  hoftile  fpirits  of  the  revolt¬ 
ed  Barbarians  reconciled  to  peace.  N or  was  Poly¬ 
cletus  backward  to  the  employment,  thus  far  at 
leafl,  that  having  travelled  through  Italy  and  Gaul, 
and  opprefled  both  with  his  enormous  train,  thence 
eroding  the  channel,  he  marched  in  fuch  awful  Rate, 
that  even  to  our  own  foldiers  he  became  a  terror. 
But,  to  the  enemy  he  proved  an  objeft  of  derifion  ; 
for,  as  amongff  them  popular  liberty  even  then  reign¬ 
ed,  they  were  hitherto  utter  ftrangers  to  the  power 
ol  manumifed  bondmen.  They  were  like  wife  a- 
mazed,  that  a  General  and  army,  who  had  finiflied 
lo  formidable  a  war,  fhould  themfelves  be  fubfen- 
vient  to  Haves.  The  whole  affair,  however,  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Emperor  in  a  favourable  light  3  fothat 
Suetonius  was  continued  in  the  government.  But, 
after  having  ftranded  afewgallies,  and  loft  the  men 
who  rowed  them,  as  if  this  accident  had  been  a 
proof  that  the  war  ftill  fubiifted,  he  was  ordered  to 
refign  his  army  to  Petronius  Turplianus,  who  had 
juft  ended  his  Confulfhip ;  a  Commander  who,  as 
he  neither  offered  to  the  foe  any  aft;  of  hoftility, 
nor  from  them  received  any  infult,  beftowed  upon 
fuch  ftupid  inaftion  die  worthy  appellation  of  Peace. 
Vol.IL  I  **  This 
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This  fame  year  were  perpetrated  at  Rome  two 
glaring  iniquities,  one  by  a  Senator,  the  other  by 
the  defperate  hand  of  a  Have.  Domitius  Balbus  had 
fuftained  the  dignity  of  Praetor,  and  his  y/ealth  and 
childlefnefs,  added  to  his  exceeding  age,  expofed 
3dm  to  the  machinations  of  villainy.  Hence  a  will 
was  forged  in  his  name  by  Valerius  Fabianus  bis 
kinfman,  one  nominated  to  public  offices  ;  who 
took  into  the  combination  Vincius  Rufinus,  and 
Terentius  Lentinus,  both  Roman  Knights.  With 
them  were  aflociated  in  the  fame  caufe  Antonins 
Primus,  and  Afinius  Marcellas  ;  Antonins  a  man 
of  a  prompt  daring  fpirit ;  Marcellus  fignal  in  his 
defcent,  as  on  him  devolved  the  luflre  of  his  great 
grand-father  Afinius  Pollio  ;  nor  palled  he  himfelf 
for  a  defpicable  perfon  in  his  own  conduct,  fave 
that  he  believed  poverty  to  be  of  all  evils  the  hea- 
viefl  and  moil  fevere.  Fabianus  therefore,  in  con¬ 
federacy  with  thofe  whom  1  have  mentioned,  and 
others  of  lefs  note,  fealed  and  witneffed  the  teira- 
roent.  A  fraud  of  which  they  were  convicted  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate.  Thus  Fabianus  and  Antonius,  with 
Rufinus  and  Terentius,  were  all  doomed  to  the  pe¬ 
nalties  of  the  Cornelian  law.  In  behalf  of  Mar¬ 
cellus,  the  illuflrious  memory  of  his  anceftors,  with 
the  entreaties  of  Nero,  prevailed,  and  procured  him 
an  exemption  rather  from  punifhment  than  infamy. 
The  fame  day  involved  Pompeius  /Elianus  too  in 
his  doom,  a  young  man  once  invefted  with  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  Quaffitor,  but  now  charged  with  being  privy 
to  the  vile  practices  of  Fabianus  j  thus  he  was  in¬ 
terdicted  Italy,  as  alfo  the  place  of  his  nativity 
Spain.  Upon  Valerius  Ponticus  was  inflicted  the 
like  ignominious  fentence  ;  for  that  he  had  arraigned 
the  delinquents  at  the  tribunal  of  the  Prsetor,  on  pur- 
pole  to  fave  them  from  being  impleaded  before  the 
Governor  of  Rome,  and  would  have  eluded  the  pu- 
Bilhment  through  the  falfe  globes  o  Uaw,  nay  at 
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laid  had  meditated  their  efcape  by  manifeft  coJIufion 
and  double  dealing.  To  the  decree  of  penalties 
therefore  the  Senate  added,  4  T  hat  whoever  lhould 
4  take  a  price  for  Inch  vile  employment,  or  whofoever 
4  fhould  procure  it  at  a  price,  fhould  be  involved  in 
4  the  fame  penalty  with  one  publicly  condemned 
4  for  calumny/ 

Not  long  after  Pedanius  Secundus,  Governor  of 
Rome,  was  murdered  by  a  have  of  his  own,  either 
upon  refilling  him  his  liberty,  for  which  he  had  bar¬ 
gained  at  a  certain  price,  or  that  he  was  enraged  by 
a  jealous  paffion  for  a  pathic,  and  could  not  bear  his 
Lord  for  a  rival.  Now,  lince  according  to  the  ftricl 
inftitutions  of  antiquity,  the  whole  family  of  Haves, 
who  upon  fuch  occalion  abode  under  the  fame  roof, 
muff  inevitably  be  adjudged  to  the  pains  of  death  5 
fuch  was  the  uproar  and  conflux  of  the  populace, 
zealous  to  fave  fo  many  innocent  lives,  that  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  even  to  fedition.  I11  the  Senate  itfelf  there 
were  different  opinions,  fome  were  for  the  popular 
fide,  againfl:  fuch  exceffive  rigour ;  while  many 
would  admit  no  innovation  or  abatement.  Of  theie 
daft  was  Caius  Caffius,  who,  leaving  the  queftion 
then  under  debate,  reafoned  in  this  manner: 

4  Many  times  have  I  affiled,  Confcript  Fathers, 

4  in  this  auguit  affembly,  when  new  decrees  of  Se- 
£  nate  have  been  demanded,  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
*  eftablifhments  of  our  fore-fathers,  without  fettincr 
x  myfelf  to  oppofe  fuch  demands;  not  from  any 
4  doubt  that,  in  tranfadl ions  of  every  kind,  the  pro- 
4  vilions  made  of  old  were  not  more  judicious  and 
4  upright,  and  whenever  they  were  changed,  for 
4  the  worfe  they  were  changed.  But  I  forbore,  left 
. 4  I  fhould  feem,  from  an  immoderate  fondnefs  for 
4  primitive  rules,  to  magnify  my  own  zeal ;  befides, 
4  whatever  weight  I  may  have,  I  judged  ought  not 

to  be  forfeited,  by  engaging  in  frequent  oppoiiti- 
4  011s,  but  to  be  referved  in  full  vigour  againfl  any 
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*  emergent  conjuncture,  when  the  Commonwealth 
4  fhould  hand  in  need  of  council  ;  a  conjuncture 
4  which  this  very  day  has  produced.  A  Senator  of 

*  Confular  rank  is  murdered  in  his  own  houfe  by  the 
4  treachery  of  one  of  his  own  haves ;  a  treachery 
4  which  was  by  none  of  the  reft  prevented,  by  none 
4  of  them  difclofed,  although  over  their  heads  was 
4  hanging  ftill  in  full  force  the  decree  of  Senate, 
4  which  denounced  to  the  whole  domeftic  tribe  the 
4  pains  of  deatin  In  the  name  of  the  Gods,  afeer- 
4  tain  by  a  decree  the  defired  impunity.  But  then, 
4  what  fecurity  will  any  man  derive  from  his  dignity, 
4  when  even  the  Government  of  Rome  fecured  not 
4  him  who  poflefled  it  ?  Who  will  be  protected  by 
4  the  number  of  his  flaves,  when  a  band  of  four 
4  hundred  afforded  no  protection  to  Pedanius  Se- 
4  cundus  ?  To  w’hich  of  us  will  our  domeftics, 
4  upon  any  occafion,  adminiffer  aid,  when  they  re- 
4  gard  not  our  lives,  even  where  for  their  neglecSt 
4  capital  terrors  threaten  theirs  ?  or  has,  in  truth, 

4  what  fome  without  blufhing  feign,  the  murderer 
4  only  taken  vengeance  for  injuries  received  ?  Had 
4  this  Have  any  difpute  about  his  paternal  patrimony  ? 
4  or  had  he  inherited  from  his  progenitors  the  bond- 
4  man  his  pathic  ?  Let  us  even  declare  that  his  Lord 
4  was  rightfully  killed.  Though  it  be  ftrange  we 
4  fhould  hunt  after  arguments  in  an  affair  determined 
4  by  our  wifer  anceftors  !  yet  fuppofe  the  queftion 
4  were  now  firft  to  be  decided  ;  ftill  do  you  believe 
4  that  a  vindieftive  (lave  could  defperately  defign  to 
4  kill  his  Lord,  yet  not  a  menacing  word  fall  from 
4  him  ?  was  nothing  rafhly  uttered  by  him  ?  Be  it 
4  fo,  that  he  effectually  hid  his  bloody  purpofe ;  be 
4  it  fo,  that  he  prepared  the  bloody  inftrument  in 
4  the  midft  of  his  fellows,  all  ignorant  of  his  ends. 

4  but  ftill,  could  he  pafs  through  the  guard  of  ilaves 
4  at  the  chamber  door,  open  thofe  doors,  bring  in  a 
4  Euhtj  perpetrate  the  afiaffination,  unknown  to 
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4  them  all?  Many  murderous  defigns  are  prevented 
4  by  our  Haves;  and  whale  they  make  fuch  difcove- 
4  ries,  though  we  are  but  individuals,  we  can  live 
4  fafely  amongft  many,  and  owe  our  fecurity  to  their 
4  care  3  or  it  at  laft  we  muff  perifh  by  them,  the 
4  blood  of  many  traitors  iliall  atone  for  ours.  By 

4  our  aricellors  the  fpirit  of  their  llaves  was  al¬ 
ways  fufpedled,  even  of  fuch  as  were  born  in  their 
private  territories,  nay,  in  their  houfes,  and  had 
with  their  milk  fucked  in  a  tendernels  for  their 
Lords.  And  fince  wre  are  come  to  entertain  in 
our  families  nations  of  llaves  inured  to  their  nati¬ 
onal  rites  widely  different  from  ours,  and  addidted 
to  drange  Religions,  or  obferving  none  ;  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  curb  fuch  a  promifcuous  rabble,  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  exemplary  terrors.  But 
4  with  the  guilty  fome innocents  muff  perifh.  Yes; 

4  and  fo  it  is  in  an  army,  which,  after  a  fhameful 
4  rout,  are  punifhed  with  decimation,  where  to  be 
4  baftinaded  to  death,  is  often  the  lot  of  the  fauklefs 
4  and  brave.  Somewhat  there  is  grievous  and  unj  aft 
4  in  every  great  exertion  of  juffice,  where  private 
4  fufFerings  are  compenfated  by  public  utility/ 

This  judgment  of  Cailius,  which  no  particular 
Senator  durffc  venture  to  combat,  was  yet  oppofed 
by  the  difienting  murmurs  of  fuch  as  thus  uttered  their 
companion  ror  thole  involved  in  it,  for  their  number, 
f°r  the  age  or  fome,  for  the  fex  of  others,  for  the 
undoubted  innocence  of  mod.  It  was  however  car¬ 
ried  by  the  party  who  adjudged  all  to  the  pains  of 
death.  A  judgment  which  yet  it  was  impoiilble  to 
execute;  for  the  populace  were  flocked  tumultuoufly 
together,  and  threatening  to  fall  on  with  Tones  and 
firebands.  Nero  therefore  reprimanded  the  people 
by  an  edidf,  and  with  lines  of  foldiers  fecured  all  the 
way  through  which  the  condemned  were  led  to  exe¬ 
cution.  Cingonius  Varro  had  moved,  that  the  freed- 
men  too,  wIiq  abode  under  the  fame  roof,  fhould 
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be  for  ever  expelled  Italy  ;  but  this  was  prohibited 
by  the  Prince,  who  urged,  *  That  fince  the  rigorous 
4  ufage  of  antiquity  had  not  been  mollified  by  mercy, 
4  it  ought  not  to  be  heightened  by  cruelty.1 

During  the  fame  Conluls,  Tarquitius  Prifcus  was, 
at  the  fuit  of  the  Bithynians,  condemned  for  public 
rapine,  to  the  infinite  gratification  of  the  fathers, 
who  well  remembered  that  by  him  had  been  acufed 
Statilius  Taurus,  his  own  Proconful  in  Africa. 
Moreover,  a  general  poll  was  taken,  and  a  general 
rate  impofed  throughout  both  the  Gauls;  an  employ¬ 
ment  executed  by  Quintus  Volufius,  Sextius  Afri- 
canus,  and  Trebellius  Maximus,  and,  in  it,  much 
contention  arofe  between  Volufius  and  Africanus, 
two  men  who  were  competitors  in  nobility  and  rank ; 
for  Trebellius,  while,  in  this  their  ftrife,  he  was 
neglebfed  by  both,  they  jointly  contributed  to  render 
him  fuperior  to  either. 

The  fame  year,  Memmius  Regulus  finifhed  his 
days,  a  man  for  his  eminent  authority  and  firmnefs 
of  mind,  in  fignal  eftim at! on  ;  and,  as  far  as  the 
luflre  of  a  citizen  is  not  darkened  by  the  fhade  and 
high  flation  of  the  Emperor,  the  diftindtion  which 
he  bore  was  fplendid  and  fublime;  inlomuch  that, 
when  Nero  was  once  under  the  preflure  of  ficknels, 
and  the  flatterers  about  him  v/ere  lamenting,  4  that, 
4  if  the  illnefs  proved  fatal,  there  muft  be  an  end  of 
4  the  Empire  with  that  of  his  life  he  replied, 
4  That  to  the  Republic  there  would  ftill  remain  a 
4  certain  refuse.’  And,  as  they  then  afked,  4  In 
4  whom  chiefly,1  he  added,  4  Memmius  Regulus.’ 
Yet  Regulus  preferved  his  life  after  all  this,  under 
the  protection  of  his  own  quiet  fpirit ;  befides  that 
he  derived  his  quality  from  a  recent  ftock,  and  was 
no  wife  obnoxious  for  his  wealth.  This  year  too 
Nero  inftituted  an  Athletic  fchool,  and  to  the 
Knights  and  Senators,  for  their' exerciles  there,  pre- 
fented  anointing  oil,  according  to  the  wanton  ulages 
of  the  revelling  Greeks. 
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'  In  the  Confulfhip  of  Publius  Marius  and  Lucius 
Afinius,  the  Prsetpr  Antiftius,  whofe  arbitrary  ad  mb 
niRration  in  the  Tribunefhip  of  the  people  I  have 
remembered,  framed  a  Poem  full  ot  invectives  against 
the  Prince,  and  expofed  it  to  a  numerous  aRembly, 
then  banquetting  i / 1  the  houfe  of  QRorius  Scapular 
Hence  he  was  arraigned  upon  the  Lav/  of  violated 
Majefly,  by  Coffutianus  Capito,  who,  at  the  re- 
q ue ft  of  Tigellinus  his  father  in  law,  had  acquired 
the  dignity  of  Senator.  Ibis  Law,  after  long  dif- 
ufe,  was  upon  this  cccafion  firit  revived,  tnough  it 
was  believed,  that  thence  the  doom  or  AntiRius  was 
not  fo  much  intended,  as  matter  of  renown  to  the 
Emperor;  for,  that,  when  the  Senate  had  capitally 
condemned  him,  Caeiar  meant,  by  interpofing  Ins 
Tribunitial  power,  to  fave  him  from  the  pains  of 
death.  Now,  as  the  evidence  delivered  by  ORorius 
was,  that  he  had  heard  nothing  at  all  of  the  imputed 
crime,  the  contrary  teRimony  of  other  witneRes  was 
credited,  and  Junius  MarullusConful  eledf,  voted  that 
4  The  accufed  fhould  be  diveRed  of  his  Praetorfhip* 
4  and  executed,  according  to  rigour  of  antiquity.’ 
The  reR  too  were  concurring  with  the  fame  vote* 
when  Pastes  Thrafea,  after  much  honourable  com¬ 
mendation  of  Nero,  and  many  bitter  reproaches 
upon  AntiRius,  argued,  4  That  whatever  fe  verity 
4  the  guilt  of  the  perfon  accufed  might  merit*. 
*  yet  an  adequate  meafure  of  punifhrnent  v/as  not 
4  what  they  were  now  to  adjudge,  under  a  Prince  lo 
6  excellent,  and  while  the  Senate  in  its  decifions  was 
4  under  no  controuL  Halters  and  executioners  were 
4  terrors  long  Rnce  abolifhed ;  moreover,  by  the 
4  laws  penal  fentences  were  already  prelcribed,  in 
4  conformity  to  which,  punifhments  might  be  pro- 
4  nounced  without  bringing  the  judges  under  the  im~ 
4  putation  of  cruelty,  or  the  times  under  that  of 
4  infamy.  What  therefore  remained,  but  to  fen- 
4  tence  his  eRate  to  conRfcation,  and  him  to  exile 
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‘  115  .f1  i,f!^nd  ;  whence  longer  he  protrafted  his 
guilty  hfe,  the  greater  private  misery  he  mu  ft  en- 

‘  dure  himSelf,  however,  a  Singular  example  of 
public  clemency.5 

i.  he  freedom  of  ft  hrafea  broke  the  bondage  which 
hung  upon  the  minds  of  others ;  fo  that  after  the 
Conlul  had  given  leave  to  divide  by  difceffion 
all  but  a  lew  went  readily  into  the  motion  ofThra- 
lea  Of  thefe  few  was  Vitellius,  molt  abandoned 
to  ltiains  of  flatter)7,  one  whofe  cuffom  it  was  to  be 
carping  at  every  upright  man,  and  awed  into  filence 
by  every  reply  •  a  conduct  ufual  to  flavifh  fpirits. 
The  Conluls  however  not  daring  to  give  the  laff 
fan  cl  ion  to  the  decree  of  Senate,  wrote  the  Emperor 
an  account  of  their  unanimity ;  and  the  account 
affected  him,  infomuch  that  he  hefitated  a  while, 
between  fhame  and  refentment ;  at  laft  he  returned 
an  anfwer,  4  That  Antiftius,  unprovoked  by  any  in- 
juiy,  held  uttered  many  grievous  afperfions  upon 
c  tne  Prince ;  and,  for  thefe  afperfions  proper  ven¬ 
geance  had  been  required  from  the  Senate.  Neither 
would  it  have  been  more  than  juft  judgment,  to 
nave  01  Gained  a  pumfhment  fuitable  to  the  enor- 
4  mous  meafure  of  the  iniquity.  For  himfelf*  as  he 
4  would  have  certainly  oppofed  any  rigorous  doom, 
ij  fuch  they  had  decreed,  he  would  no  wife  fruf- 
trate  their  mercy  and  moderation.  Determine 
therefore  they  might,  as  to  them  feemed  belt ;  nay 
4  from  him  they  had  full  leave  to  pronounce  a  fen- 
4  tence  of  acquittal.5  By  the  recital  of  thefe  ex- 
preffions,  with  others,  in  the  like  fir  a  in,  his  difplea- 
lure  appeared  notorious  ;  yet  neither  did  the  Con¬ 
iuls  vary  the  Fate  of  the  queftion,  nor  Thrafea  de¬ 
part  from  his  motion,  nor  any  of  the  reft  defert  the 
me  a  lures  which  by  their  a-Tent  they  had  approved. 
Some  would  not,  by  a  feverer  fentence,  fee m  to  ex- 

a  Namely,  to  go  over  to  him  whofe  vote  they  approved. 
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pole  the  Prince  to  popular  malignity ;  many  placed 
their  fafety  in  their  numbers  :  Thrafea  was  govern¬ 
ed  by  his  wonted  firmnefs  of  foul,  and  fcorned  to 
forfeit  his  illuftrious  renown. 

For  an  offence  much  like  the  former,  Fabricius 
V eiento  was  involved  in  a  heavy  profecution  ;  4  for 
6  that  he  had  compiled  a  long  train  of  invedtives 
4  again#  Senators  and  Pontiffs,  and  inferted  the  fame 
4  in  the  rolls  to  which  he  had  given  the  title  of  Co- 
4  dials.)  or  laid  will.’  To  this  charge  it  was  added 
by  T alius  Geminus  his  accufer,  4  That  he  had 
4  made  conftant  traffic  of  the  Prince’s  bounty  and 
4  favours,  and  turned  into  purehafe  and  fale  the 
4  right  of  occupying  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  f 
an  argument  this  that  determined  Nero  to  adjudge 
his  caufe  in  perfon.  Veiento  being  convidled,  the 
Emperor  banifhed  him  from  Italy,  and  doomed  to 
the  fames  thefehis  writings,  which  were  univerfally 
fought  and  read,  while  it  was  difficult  to  find  them, 
and  dangerous  to  keen  them  ;  afterwards,  from  the 
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freedom  and  impunity  of  poffeffing  them,  they  funk 
into  neglect  and  oblivion. 

But  while  the  public  evils  waxed  every  day  more 
poignant,  the  fupports  of  the  public  became  leffen- 
ed,  and  Burrhus  yielded  to  his  laid  fate;  nor  is  it 
certainly  known  whether  by  poifon  or  a  difeafe. 
The  latter  was  imagined  from  hence,  that  a  fwelling 
which  began  in  his  throat  increafed  inwardly  by 
degrees,  till  by  a  total  floppage  of  refpiration  he  died 
fuffocated.  Many  afferted,  that  by  the  order  of 
Nero,  under  appearance  of  applying  a  remedy,  his 
palate  and  glands  were  fomented  with  feme  veno¬ 
mous  medicine,  and  that  Burrhus  having  perceived 
the  deadly  fraud,  when  the  Prince  came  to  vifit 
him,  turned  his  face  and  eyes  another  way,  and  to 
all  his  repeated  inquiries  about  his  health,  returned 
no  other  amwer  but  this,  l  am  welL  Great  and 
permanent  at  Rome  was  the  fenfe  of  his  lofs,  as 
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well  through  the  memory  of  his  own  virtue,  as  from 
thu  characteis  of  his  lucceflors,  one  innocent  and 
heavy,  the  olver  black  with  all  the  mod  flagrant 
iniquities  and  defilements.  For,  Nero  had  created 
two  captains  of  the  Praetorian  guards,  Fenius  Rufus, 
in  compliment  to  the  populace,  who  loved  him  for 
his  difintcrefted  adminiftration  in  the  fuper-inten- 
dency  of  the  public  (fores,  as  alfo  Sofonius  Tigel- 
linus,  purely  from  partiality  to  the  inveterate  lewd- 
nefs  and  infamy  ot  the  man,  for  pollution  and  infa¬ 
my  were  the  chara&eriftic  of  Tigellinus.  Hence 
his  fuperior  fway  over  the  fpirit  of  Nero,  as  one 
a  flamed  into  power  from  an  intimacy  in  all  the  fe- 
cret  fallies  of  his  hid.  Rufus  was  diffinguifhed  in 
the  city  and  foldiery  with  popular  effimation  ;  a  cha¬ 
racter  which  brought  him  under  diftafte  with  Nero. 

I  he  death  of  Burrhus  quite  overthrew  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  Seneca,  as  righteous  meafures  had  no  longer 
the  fame  fuccours  now  the  other  champion  of  vir¬ 
tue  was  removed;  and  the  heart  of  Nero  was  at¬ 
tached  to  men  altogether  wicked  and  depraved. 
Fhefe  combined  to  aiTail  Seneca  with  criminal  im¬ 
putations  manifold  ;  as,  6  That  he  had  already  ac- 

*  cumulated  wealth  incredible,  far  furpaffing  the 
4  meafure  of  a  citizen,  and  was  {fill  accumulating 

7  Q 

*  more  :  that  from  the  Emperor  he  was  labouring 
4  to  withdraw  the  veneration  of  the  Roman  people  : 
4  nay,  fuch  were  the  charms  of  his  gardens,  fuch 

the  magnificence  of  his  feats,  as  if  in  them  he 
aimed  even  to  excel  the  Emperor.  To  himfelf 
alone  he  arrogated  the  praife  and  perfection  of 
eloquence  ;  and,  ever  fince  Nero  became  infpired 
with  a  paffion  for  verfifying,  Seneca  had  employed 
himfelf,  with  unufual  afiiduity,  in  the  fame  Rudy  : 
for,  to  the  bodily  recreations  of  the  Prince,  he 
had  declared  an  open  enmity,  and  hence  difparag- 
ed  his  vigour  and  /kill  in  the  managing  horfes, 
hence  turned  his  voice  into  mockery,  whenever 
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he  lung  ;  all  with  this  view,  that  in  the  whole- 
Republic  there  fhould  nothing  occur  fignal  or  fub- 
lime,  which  was  not  by  him  introduced  and  de¬ 
viled.  Surely  Nero  was  palled  the  weaknefs  of 
childhood,  and  arrived  at  his  prime  of  youth  :  he 
oucrht  now  to  depofe  his  pedagogue,  and  truft  only" 
to  the  documents  conveyed  to  him  by  tutors  fuf- 
ficiently  famous,  his  own  mighcy  anceftors,’ 
Seneca  was  not  unapprized  of  the  efforts  of  his 
calumniators,  the  fame  being  difclofed  to  him  by 
fuch  as  {till  retained  home  concern  for  truth  and  ho¬ 
nour  ;  but,  as  the  Emperor  manifefted  daily  more* 
fhynefs,  and  lefs  affability  ;  he  befought  an  hour  of 
audience,  and  having  obtained  it,  began  thus : 
This  is  the  fouiteenth  year  mice  I  was  firft  af— 
figned  to  cultivate  thy  promifmg  and'  princely 
fpirit,  Cadar,  and  the  eighth  finee  thy  advance- 
ment  to  the  Empire.  During  this  whole  feries  of 
time,  io  mighty  and  fo  many  are  the  honours  and 
riches  which  thou  haft  {flowered  down  upon  me, 
that,  to  my  abundant  felicity,  nought  is  wanting 
but  forne  bounds  and  moderation.  To  corrobo¬ 
rate  this  addrefs,  i  {hall  quote  great  examples, 
and  illuftrious  names,  fuch  as  are  adapted,  not 
to  my  itation  and  fortune,  but  to  thine.  Auguf- 


tus,  from  whom  thou  art  the  fourth  in  defcent. 
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granted  to  Marcus  Agrippa  leave  to  retreat  to* 
Mitylene,  and  to  Caius  Maecenas  he  allowed,, 
even  in  Rome,  a  recefs  as  complete  as  in  any  re¬ 
mote  country  he  could  have  enjoyed  ^  the  former 
his  companion  in  the  war,  the  other  long  haraffed 
at  Rome  with  occupations  manifold,  both  by  hirm 
dilfinguifhed  with  fuch  remunerations  as  were  Mo- 
rious,  in  truth,  yet  iignally  due  to  their  tranfeem- 
dent  worth  and  fervices...  For  myfelf,  by  what 
merit  could  I  pretend'  to  incite  that  boundlefe 
munificence  of  thine,  other  than  mine  own  toll- 
tary  {Indies*  formed,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  and  nou— 
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‘  riflicd  in obfcurity  ?  and  even  from  them  this  o-l0ry 
is  devolved  upon  me,  that  in  the  feafonings  of 
literatuie  i  am  thought  to  have  initiated  thy  youth; 
a  fublime  reward  alone  for  fuch  flender  fervice  ' 
but  thou  haft  encompaffed  me  about  with  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  Imperial  benignity  and  prace,  be- 
‘  >'ond  ail  expreffion  or  limits,  and  with  wealth 
without  meafure  or  end.  Infomuch  that  I  often 
reafon  thus  with  myfelf,  Am  I,  (one  by  rank  no 
igjid  than  a  Knight,  by  birth  no  other  than  a 
foreignei)  am  I  numbered  with  the  Grandees  of 
the  Imperial  city  ?  Hath  my  new  name  thus  blaz¬ 
ed  forth  amongft  the  illusions  Lords  of  Rome, 
men  who  juftly  boaft  a  long  train  of  hereditary 
honours  r  Where  then  is  that  Philofophic  fpirit, 
which  profanes  to  oc  satisfied  with  humble  necef- 
faries  ?  Is  Seneca  that  man  ?  He  who  thus  inclofes 
and  adorns  fuch  fpacicus  gardens  3  he  who  thus 
travels  in  pomp  from  feat  to  feat  in  the  neigh- 
ocuihood  of  Rome  ?  Is  it  he  who  wallows  in 
wealth,  in  ample  pofteilions,  in  copious  and  ex- 
tenfive  uiuiy  ?  One  plea  only  there  is  that  occurs 
to  my  thoughts,  that  againft  thy  donations  it  be¬ 
came  not  me  to  ftrive  3  but  both  of  us  have 
now  difcharged  to  the  utmoft  meafure  this  com- 


1  mercc  of  liberality  and  duty  3  whatever  the 

*  bounty  of  a  Prince  could  confer  upon  his  friend, 
<  whatever  a  Iriend  could  accept  from  the  bounty 
4  of  his  Prince,  thou  haft  already  conferred,  I  have 

*  already  accepted.  Any  fuither  addition  can  only 
4  prove  frefh  fuel  to  the  bitternefs  of  envy,  anene- 
c  my  which,  like  all  other  eaithly  things,  lies,  in 
4  truth,  fubdued  under  the  weight  of  thy  mighty 
4  grandeur,  but  faftens  upon  me  widi  all  its  rage, 
4  and  I  Hand  in  eminent  need  of  fuccour.  Thus, 

4  in  toe  fame  manner,  as  were  1  weary  and  faint 

5  through  the  toil  of  journeying  or  of  warfare,  I 

*  ftiould 
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fhould  fupplicate  for  refrelhment  and  reft ;  fo  in 
this  long  journey  of  life,  old  as  I  am,  and  no  longer 
equal  to  the  eafieft  trull,  and  lightefl  cares, 

■  and  utterly  unable  to  fuflain  the  load  and  envy 
;  of  my  own  over-grown  riches  ;  I  feek  abidance 
:  and  fupport.  Order  the  auditors  of  thy  revenue 
:  to  undertake  the  direction  of  my  fortune,  and  to 
'  annex  it  to  thy  own.  Nor  fhall  I  by  this  plunge 
>  myfelf  into  indigence  and  poverty,  but  having 
:  only  furrendered  that  immenfe  opulence,  which 

*  expofes  me  to  fo  much  invidious  fplendor,  I  dial! 
s  redeem  all  the  time  which  is  at  prefen t  fequefter- 
s  ed  to  the  care  of  fo  many  feats  and  gardens,  and 
4  apply  it  to  the  repofe  and  cultivation  of  my  mind. 

4  To  thee  remains  abundant  ftrength  and  fupport, 

4  and  thy  rule  is,  by  a  long  courfe  of  reigning, 

4  throughly  eftablifhed  ;  thou  mayft  now  fpare  thy 
c  ancient  friends  and  counfellors,  and  vouchfafe 
4  them  a  retreat  to  quiet  and  eafe.  To  thy  glory 
4  this  alfo  will  redound,  that  to  the  highefl  eft  ate 
4  thou  had  ft  advanced  fuch  men  as  knew  how  to 
4  bear  theloweft.’ 

To  this  fpeech  Nero  replied  in  this  manner: 

*  That  I  am  able  thus  inftantly  to  combat  thefe 
4  ftudied  reafonings  of  thine,  is  a  faculty  which 
4  from  thy  benignity  and  cate  I  firft  derived  ;  for 
4  thou  haft  taught  me,  not  only  the  art  of  acquit- 
4  ing  myfelf  promptly,  where  matters  are  prepared, 

4  but  eyen  in  emergencies  intirely  unforefeen.  It 
4  is  true,  my  anceftor  Auguftus  granted  liberty  to 
4  Agrippa  and  Maecenas  to  retreat,  after  a  life  of 
4  many  labours,  to  a  life  of  eafe ;  but  at  fuch  a 
4  time  of  his  age  and  eftablifhment  he  granted  it, 

4  that  his  authority  was  fufhcient  to  fuftain  any 
4  conceftion  which  he  could  have  made  them,  of 
4  what  kind  or  importance  focver  :  And  he  diverted 
4  neither  of  them  of  the  bounties  and  recompences 
4  which  he  had  conferred  upon  them.  In  the  perils 

2  4  of 
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of  war  ana  of  civil  diftradion,  they  had  merito- 
rioufly  Lived  him  ;  for  in  fuch  v/ere  the  younper 
years  of  Auguftus  employed.  Neither  would# 
tnou,  Seneca,  have  failed  to  have  aOifled  me  with 
thy  P^ilon  and  arms,  if  I  had  been  engaged  in 
war.  W  hat  my  different  circumffances  required 
thou  haft  done.  With  wife  rules,  who!  feme  cou  ti¬ 
ff^5  and  ufciul  precepts,  thou  haft  cherifhed  mv 
lmanc),  ana,  hnce,  my  youth.  In  truth,  the 
gilts  and  acquiiements  which  I  hold  from  thee, 
while  my  life  remains,  will  never  forfake  me  1 
whereas  the  acknowledgments  which  thou  rea¬ 
ped-  from  me,  thy  gardens,  feats  and  rents,  are 
all  expofed  to  uncertainty  and  difafters;  and 
hovV  ever  copious  they  may  appear,  there  are 
nuii.v  Lances  oi  lavountes,  in  worthy  accomp- 
liftiments  j.o  wile  equal  to  thee,  yet  diftinguifhed 
with  laiger  poffeftions.  l  blufli  to  quote  freedmen 
that  are  beheld  more  wealthy  than  thou.  Hence 
too  I  am  afhamed  that  thou,  who  in  dearnefs  to 
me  art  beyond  all  others,  doft  not  yet  in  fortune 
‘  furpafs  all  Thy  age,  moreover,  ftill  retains  found- 
nefs  and  vigour,  is  ftill  capable  of  managing  thy 
4  revenues,  and  of  enjoying  them  with  pleafuret  For 
my  fed,  I  am  but  yet  in  the  dawn  of  Empire  ;  un- 
ids,  pei haps,  thou  doft  account  that  my  munifi- 
4  cence  to  thee  has  already  exceeded  that  of  Clau¬ 
dius  to  \  nemus,  a  man  diftinguifhed  with  three 
c  Conlulfhips ;  when,  in  truth,  all  my  bounty  to- 
c  wards  thee,  cannot  equal  the  opulence  which 
c  V olufius,  by  a  long  courfe  of  parfimony  only, 

1  has  acquired.  I  add,  that,  if,  in  any  particular 
I  deviate,  through  the  frailty  of  my  years,  it  is 
thou  who  doft  check  and  recover  me  :  and,  as 
tnou  haft  with  good  education  embellifhcd  my 
youth,  thou  doft  ftill  manage  and  controul  it.  It 
is  not  with  thy  moderation,  if  thou  returned:  thy 
wealth,  nor  with  thy  reed's,  if  thou  forfakeft  thy 

‘  Prince,. 


Book  XIV.  OF  TACITUS.  1 83 

c  Prince,  that  the  tongues  of  men  will  be  employ- 
c  eel  ;  no,  the  treafure  returned  will  by  ihe  univer- 
c  fai  cry  be  aferibed  to  my  rapacioufnefs,  and  thy 
c  retirement,  to  the  dread  of  my  cruelty.  But  fup- 
6  pofe  this  difintereftednefs  of  thine  meet  with  the 
c  higheft  ftrains  of  popular  praife  3  yet  furely  upon 
c  a  wife  man  it  will  reflect  no  honour,  that  to  him- 
c  felf  he  meditates  glory  from  a  proceeding  which 
c  upon  his  friend  muft  bring  infamy.’  To  all  this 
he  added  kifles  and  embracing,  framed  as  he  was 
by  nature,  and  by  habit  nurtured,  to  fmother  his 
hate  under  hollow  courtefy  and  bland ifhments.  Se¬ 
neca  prefented  his  thanks,  which  is  the  certain  iffue 
of  every  argument  with  one  who  poffeffes  fovereign- 
ty.  He  changed,  however,  the  methods  and  fymp- 
toms  of  his  former  power,  flopped  the  ufual  con¬ 
flux  of  fuch  as  attended  to  pay  their  court,  avoided 
a  train  of  attendants,  and  his  appearance  abroad  was 
exceeding  rare,  as  if  by  ill  health,  or  the  itudy  of 
philofophy,  he  were  confined  at  home. 

After  the  difgrace  of  Seneca,  to  deprefs  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  Fenius Rufus,  became  a  fhort  talk,  when  the 
crime  charged  upon  him  by  his  enemies,  was  that 
of  his  adherence  to  Agrippina.  Tigellinus  too  waxed 
daily  more  mighty,  and  as  he  was  perfuaded  that 
his  mifehievous  devices,  in  which  alone  his  whole 
fufnciency  lay,  would  prove  Fill  more  agreeable  and 
meritorious,  if  he  could  engage  the  Prince  under 
the  tyes  of  a  confederacy  in  a£ls  of  blood,  he  dived 
curioufly  into  his  fecret  fears  ;  and  having  difeover- 
ed  that  Plautus  and  Sylla  were  the  men  principally 
dreaded,  and  thence  both  lately  removed  from  Italy  ; 
the  former  into  Afia,  the  other  into  Narbon  Gaul, 
he  urged  upon  Nero,  c  the  fignal  quality  of  the  men, 
4  the  nearnefs  of  their  abode  to  great  armies,  Plau- 
4  tus  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  in  the  Eaft, 
4  Sylla  of  that  in  Germany.  For  himfelf,  he  har- 
4  boured  not,  like  Burrhus,  different  hopes  and 
4  views,  but  comulted  purely  the  fecurity  of  the 

4  Prince* 
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‘  Prince.  But  though  his  fafety  at  Rome  might  he 
enfured,  and  all  conspiracies  there  obviated  by 
prompt  and  temporary  measures  ;  yet,  bv  what 

<  meafures  could  remote  infurre&ions  be  fuppref- 
fed,  and  revolts  in  the  confines  of  the  Empire? 
1  he  nations  of  Gaul,  animated  by  the  di&atorial 

C  name  of  were  already  upon  the  wing  for 

rebellion  ;  nor  were  the  level  aK  people  ofAfia 
lefs  fufpeSted  of  an  attachment  to  the  other,  for 

<  the  illuflrious  memory  and  renown  of  his  grand¬ 
father  IJiuius.  Sylla  was  likewife  indigent,  an 
efpeciai  incitement  to  reiolutenefs  and  epiterprize  j 
and  he  feigned  flotn  only  till  he  fpied  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  fome  defperate  attempt.  Plautus  was 
mailer  of  mighty  wealth,  nor  fo  much  as  pre- 

4  tended  a  fondnefs  for  quiet,  but  even  profefied  to 
aomire  the  lives  and  examples  ot  the  ancient  Eo- 
‘  mans  i  naE  he  had  adopted  the  feed  of  the  Stoics, 

4  with  all  their  fupercilioufnefs  and  pride,  a  fedl 
(  which  prompts  men  to  be  turbulent,  and  to  chufe 
a  life  full  of  action.  VV  ithout  further  deliberation 
or  delay,  the  murder  of  both  was  doomed.  Sylla 
was,  Dy  afianim,  who  in  iix  days  arrived  exprefs 
at  Mariedles,  clnpatched  as  he  fat  down  to  meat, 
witnout  previous  apprehenhon  or  tidings.  When 
his  head  was  prefented  to  jNEro,  the  fight  moved  him 
to  derifion,  4  as  if  it  were  unfealonably  hoary,  and 
4  thence  uncomely/ 

The  bloody  fentence  awarded  againft  Plautus  was 
not  io  fuccefsfully  concealed,  for  his  lite  was  of  fen - 
fible  concernment  to  many  ^  moreover,  from  the 
length  of  the  way,  and  the  pading  of  the  fea,  fo 
much  time  intervened,  that  public  fame  became 
alarmed  ;  and  amongfl  the  people  an  imagination 
prevailed,  that  he  had  fled  for  fandfuary  to  Corbulo, 
who  then  commanded  mighty  armies,  a  man  who, 
if  men  fignal  in  name  and  innocence  were  to  be 
marked  out  lor  daughter,  flood  in  the  iirll  degree 

of 
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of  fear  and  jeopardy.  Nay,  it  was  divulged  with 
the  fame  credulity,  c  That  all  Alia  had  taken  arms 
6  to  efpoufe  the  defence  of  the  young  nobleman  ; 
e  and  that,  as  the  foldiers  difpatched  to  perpetrate 
‘  the  murder,  were  neither  powerful  in  their  num- 
‘  her,  nor  prompt  in  their  inclinations,  when  they 

*  could  not  execute  their  orders,  they  alfo  had  of 
c  thcrnfelves  joined  in  the  revolt,  and  efpoufed  the 

*  new  caufed  Thefe  rumours,  publifhed  by  the 
wild  breath  of  common  fame,  were  readily  credited 
by  ail  the  difad'edted,  and,  through  hate  and  difaf- 
feet  ion,  inlarged.  Moreover,  to  Plautus  were  brought 
the  counfei  and  admonitions  of  Lucius  Antidius, 
his  father-in-law,  by  a  freedman  of  his  own,  who, 
fpeeded  by  a  hrifk  wind,  had  out-failed  the  fatal 
Centurion.  The  advice  imported,  c  That  he  fhould 
c  be  hire  to  fhun  a  dadardly  death  ;  he  had  yet  lei- 
4  fure  to  efcape,  and  could  not  fail  of  finding  from 
6  the  worthy  and  generous,  companion  for  a  name 
c  fo  noble  and  didinguiihed.  With  himfelf  he  muft 
4  affociate  the  refolute  and  brave,  nor  ought  he  the 
‘  while  to  flight  any  means  of  aid.  If  he  had  once 
c  repulfed  the  fixty  loldiers  (for  fo  many  were  com- 
c  ing  to  the  execution)  he  might  then,  while  the 
c  tydings  were  tranfmitting  to  Nero,  while  another 
c  band  of  men  were  advancing  fo  vad  a  way,  pro- 
6  fecute  a  world  of  fchemes,  fufficient  to  lay  the 
c  terrible  foundations  of  a  war.  At  word  he  wmuld 
<  either,  by  fuch  meafures,  pprehafe  honourable  fe- 
c  curity  ;  at  lead,  after  a  brave  refidance,  he  had 
c  nought  more  dreadful  to  differ,  than  he  mud  differ 
c  under  a  ffupid  acquiefcbnced 

But  thele  confiderations  moved  not  Plautus  ; 
whether  it  were  that  being  an  exile,  and  deditute  of 
arms,  he  forefaw  no  certain  refource,  or  whether 
he  were  weary  of  perplexity,  and  wavering  hopes, 
or  perhaps  chiefly  influenced  by  tendernefs°  for  his 
v/ne  and  cuiidren,  to  whom' he  imagined  the  Prince 

would 
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would  prove  the  more  reconcilable,  when  he  found 
Well  nowifeincenfed  by  anyinfurre&ion  or  alarms. 
1  .ncrf  thole  who  relate,  that  the  advices  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  father-in-law  were  of  a  different 
1  train,  importing  as  if  nothing  fanguinary  or  capital 
threatened  him.  They  add,  ‘  That  two  Phiiofo- 
c  fAers’  k^eranus  a  Greek,  and  Mufonius  a  T.ufcan, 
c  .  “  exnorted  him  to  wait  his  death  with  unfhaken 
t  as  by  it  he  would  be;  disburdened  of  a 

Ide  fraught  with  uncertainty  and  fears.  Certain  it  is, 
the aflai fins  found  him  in  the  middleoftheday,  naked 
and  applying  himfelf  to  the  ufual  exercifes  of  his 
body.  In  this  fituation  the  Centurion  butchered  him, 
in  the  fignt  of  Pelago  the  Eunuch,  who  was  by  Nero 
let  over  the  Centurion  and  his  band,  like  the  Royal 
rnmiffer  of  iome  tyrant,  truffed  with  the  command  of 
his  body-guards,  and  inftruments  of  blood.  The  head 
of  the  flain  was  carried  to  Rome,  and  fhewed  to  the 
Emperor.  What  he  faid  when  he  faw  it,  I  dial!  re¬ 
peat  in  his  very  words.  c  What  is  it,  cried  he,  that 
*  withstands  Nero,  that  he  may  not  now  difeard 
all  tear ,  and  indantly  fet  about  folemnizing  his 
nuptials  with  Poppaea,  a  folemnity  hitherto  defer- 
ed  becaufe  of  the  terrors  arihng  from  fuch  men 
as  this  :  May  he  not  indantly  divorce  Oct  a  via 
his  wife  ?  one  eafy,  in  truth,  and  modeit  inner 
conduct,  but,  dill  from  the  name  of  her  Imperial 
father,  and  from  the  ardent  zeal  of  the  people  to- 
4  wards  her,  a  burden  and  eye-lore. ?  To  the  Se¬ 
nate  ne  lent  letters,  but  in  them  owned  nothing  of 
the  affaflination  of  Syila  and  Plautus,  yet  alledged, 
that  both  were  turbulent  and  feditious  fpirits,  "and 
wnat  vehement  lollicitude  it  cod  him  to  preferve  the 
peace  and  dabihty  of  the  Commonwealth.  Hence 
public  proceidons  and  devotions  were  decreed  to 
the  Deities,  and  Syila  and  Plautus  degraded  from 
the  dignity  of  Senators.  Strange  mockery  and  in- 
fulc,  more  provoking  to  the  public,  than  its  more 
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Nero  therefore  having  received  the  decree  of  Se¬ 
nate,  and  perceiving  that  all  his  wickednefs  ana 
bloody  cruelties  palled  for  fo  many  feats  of  renown, 
thruft  Octavia  forthwith  from  his  bed,  alledging, 

4  that  file  was  barren,’  and  then  efpoufed  Pop  pit  a. 
This  woman,  who  had  been  long  the  concubine  of 
Nero,  and  both  as  her  adulterer  and  her  hufband, 
ever  ruled  him  implicity,  fuborned  a  aomeftic  of 
Octavia’s  to  accuie  her  of  criminal  amours  with  a 
Have.  For  this  end  one  Eucerus,  a  native  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  who  excelled  upon  the  flute,  was  impleaded 
as  her  gallant.  Hence  her  maids  were  examined 
upon  the  rack;  and,  though  feme  of  them,  over¬ 
come  by  the  fury  of  the  torture,  favoured  the  perfi¬ 
dious  forgery,  the  major  part  perfevered  to  vindicate 
the  unfpotted  fandlimony  of  their  Lady.  Among!! 
thefe  was  one,  who,  while  I  igellinus  was  vehe¬ 
mently  urging  a  confeffion,  returned  him  for  anfwer, 
c  That  the  parts  of  Octavia  which  denoted  her  a 
<•  woman,  were  purer  than  his  mouth.’  The  refult 
however  was  her  removal  from  the  palace,  and  her 
hufband,  under  the  mock-judgment  of  a  legal  divorce¬ 
ment,  and  for  her  appenage,  (he  was  prefented  with 
the  houfe  of  Burrhus,  and  with  the  pofieiTions  of 
Plautus,  black  and  ill-boding  donations.  She  was 
thereafter  hanifhed  into  Campania,  and  over  her  a 
guard  of  foldiers  placed.  From  this  cruel  treatment 
there  arofe  among!!  the  populace  many  mournful 
complaints,  by  them  no  wife  fmothered  or  difguifed; 
fince  they  are  governed  by  a  lower  meafure  of  cir- 
cumfpcction,  and,  from  the  mediocrity  of  their  lot, 
expofed  to  fewer  perils.  Whether,  by  thefe  daring 
refentments  of  the  people,  Nero  was  alarmed,  or 
moved  by  remorfe  for  fuch  black  iniquity,  he  recall¬ 
ed  Octavia  his  wife. 

Hence  the  people  in  tranfports  of  joy  afeendedthe 
Capitol,  and  now  at  la  (I:  found  occafion  to  accoft  the 
Deities  with  adoration  and  thankfgiving  ;  overthrew 

the 
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"tb?  f  ”■ b!''  bc,ic  “fon  <h*  "wu™ 
,fc" ;in  tk\rn  F»«™.  »j»  ” 

1  h')'  »>'"  imo  itrains  of 

P  aifts  to  the  i  nnce,  and  fought  to  offer  him  in 

peih.n  then-  veneration  and  vows.  Already  they  were 

tions^  wh  Par  T-  W!th ‘  their  multitude  and  acclama¬ 
tions,  when  fuddenly  feme  bands  of  the  guards  iffued 

out  upon  them,  and  availing  them  with  blows,  nay 

threatening  them  with  daughter,  repulfed  and  utterly 

InMt  ;  ""i  The  diforders  committed  6ul 

honn  IT1’  W,ere  rePa,red’  to  Poppsa  her 
honour  publicly  reltored,  and  her  ftatues  replaced. 

But  fhe,  eyer  implacable  in  her  hate,  was  now  be¬ 
come  more  implacable  through  fear,  left  either  the 
Uiy  of  the  populace  fhould  break  into  outrages  ftill 
moie  terrible,  or  Nero  be  brought  to  change  with 
tne  bent  and  inclination  of  the  people.  She"  there- 
ore yell  proftrate  at  his  knees,  and  faid,  ‘  Her  af- 

«  r“rS  Were  no  longer  “  a  fituation  to  encourage 
her  competition  tor  the  glory  of  his  marriage, 
though  dearer  to  her  than  life  was  that  glory;  her 
lie  ltfelf  was  in  extremity  of  danger  from  the  fol¬ 
lowers  and  flaves  of  Octavia,  a  rabble  who,  hav- 
nig  a.uimed  the  name  of  the  people,  in  the  midft 
Oj  peace,  committed  fuch  violences  as  were  fcarce 
produced  by  war.  Again#  the  Prince  thefe  arms 
were  wielded,  nor  was  aught  wanting  but  a  leader 
a  want  which,  when  commotions  were  once  raif- 
ed,  was  ever  eafy  to  be  fupplied.  O&avia  had 
no  rnot  e  to  do,  but  to  relinquifli  Campania,  and 
advance  to  Rome  itfelf,  fhe  atwhofe  nod  even  in 
€  “er  abience  infurredfions  could  be  excited.  For  her 
c  I  ai  ticidar,  with  what  tranigreihon  was  fhe 
chargeable  ?  in  what  inftance  had  fhe  offended 
any  individual  ?  was  fhe  from  hence  obnoxious, 

*  that  to  the  houle  ol  the  Caefars  die  would  yield  a 
genuine  i flue  j  when  the  Roman  people  rather  af- 

4  fedted 
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4  fedled  to  fee  the  offspring  of  an  ^Egyptian  minftrel 
6  heir  to  the  Imperial  dignity  ?  in  a  word,  if  this 
4  expedient  bell  fuited  with  the  exigency  of  things, 
4  he  ought  to  call  home  his  Lady  rather  through 
4  choice  than  compulfion,  or  elfe  to  confult  the  fe- 
4  curity  of  himfelf  and  the  ftate  by  juft  vengeance. 
4  It  was  true,  the  firft  tumult  was  diffipated  by 
4  fm all  force  ;  but,  if  the  people  came  utterly  to  de- 
4  fpair  of  feeing  Odlavia  any  longer  the  wife  of  Nero, 
4  they  themfelves  would  not  fail  to  give  a  proper 
4  hufband  to  Odfaviae 

This  difcourfe,  artfully  mixed  and  framed  to  pro¬ 
duce  both  terror  and  wrath,  had  its  effect  upon  Nero, 
and  while  he  liftened  to  it  at  once  frightened  and 
enraged  him.  But  little  had  availed  the  fidlion  of 
Odtavia’s  intrigue  with  her  Haves,  a  fiction  which 
was  quite  defeated  by  the  teffimony  of  her  maids  up¬ 
on  the  rack.  It  was  therefore  agreed  to  procure  fome 
one  who  Ihould  own  himfelf  guilty  with  her,  one 
againft  whom  might  be  alfo  feigned  a  pi aufible charge 
of  meditating  a  revolution  in  the  ftate  ;  and  fuch 
a  proper  inffrument  was  judged  Anicetus,  who  had 
accomplished  the  murder  of  his  mother,  and,  as  I  have 
related,  commanded  the  fleet  at  Mifeaum,  a  man 
held  by  the  Emperor,  juft  after  that  bloody  fervice, 
in  fome  flight  favour,  and  thence-forth  in  heavier 
deteftation  ;  for  Princes  behold  the  minifters  of  their 
cruelties,  as  men  whole  looks  reproach  their  guilty 
fouls.  Him  therefore  Nero  fummoned,  and  remind¬ 
ing  him  of  his  former  exploit,  4  Thou  alone,  faid 
he,  4  didft  relieve  me  from  the  confpiraeies  of  a 
4  mother;  fervice  of  no  lefs  merit  at  prefent  invites 
6  thee,  if  thou  canft  but  difcharge  me  effectually  /of 
4  an  irkfoine  and  difaffecled  wife;  nor  in  this  talk 
4  needed:  thou  either  ftrength  or  weapon;  thou  art 
4  only  to  acknowledge  that  thou  haft  been  engaged 
4  with  Odtavia  in  adultery.’  Nero  promifed^  him 
4  rewards  of  mighty  value,  though  at  firft  it  was 

‘  neceifary 
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4  neceflary  they  fhould  continue  private  and  un- 

known,  as  alio,  upon  his  mock  condemnation, 
c  deleclable  retirements ;  but,  in  cafe  of  refufal, 
s  threatened  him  with  prefent  death.’  Anicetus, 
prompted  by  his  own  frantic  fpirit,  agd  by  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  impunity  which  had  followed  all  his 
enormities  paid,  carried  his  fictions  even  beyond 
his  orders,  and  communicated,  as  fecrets,  all  his 
fictions  to  his  friends :  a  fet  of  men  whom  the  Prince 
had  placed  about  him,  as  it  were  to  aid  him  by 
their  counlels  in  his  defigns.  Then,  as  convibted 
by  his  own  confeflion,  he  was  banifhed  into  Sardi¬ 
nia,  where  he  underwent  a  fort  of  exile  far  from  ne- 
cefTitous  or  miferable,  and  died  at  laft  by  the  lot  of 
nature. 

Now  Nero  ifTued  an  edict,  ‘  That  Obtavia,  in 
c  hopes  of  engaging  the  fleet  in  her  confpiracy,  had 
c  thence  corrupted  Anicetus  the  admiral ;’  and,  for¬ 
getting  that  he  had  but  juft  before  accufed  her  of 
barren nefs,  he  added,  c  that,  confcious  of  her  fecret 
6  luffs,  file  had  always  forced  abortion;  and  that  all 
<  thefe  her  crimes  were  by  him  fully  detected,’ 
Thus  he  commanded  her  to  be  fhut  up  in  an  ifland, 
that  of  Pandateria. 

Never  exile  filled  the  hearts  of  the  beholders  with 
more  afFebting  companion.  Some  (till  remembered 
to  have  feen  Agrippina  doomed  to  the  like  fate;  the 
more  recent  fufreringsof  Julia  were  likewife  recalled 
to  mind,  the  firft  banifhed  by  Tiberius,  the  other 
by  Cla  udius.  But  thefe  Ladies  had  arrived  at  ma¬ 
turity  of  years,  had  enjoyed  feme  feafons  of  felicity, 
tailed  forne  fhare  of  delight,  and,  by  reviewing  their 
once  happier  fortune,  their  pangs,  from  inftant  cru¬ 
elty,  were  abated.  To  Odtavia  the  firft  day  of  her 
nuptials  ferved  for  a  funeral  day;  fhe  was  brought 
under  a  roof  where  all  muff  appear  difmal  and  fad, 
where  her  unhappy  father  was  fnatched  away  by  poi- 
fon,  and  inftantly  afterwards  her  brother  by  the  fame 

cruel 
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cruel  means.  Next,  though  a  wife,  ihe  was  fub- 
jeeled  to  the  afendancy  of  a  Have.  Then  her  hufband 
efpoufed  Poppaea,  a  marriage  threatening  nothing 
lefs  than  deilrudlion  to  his  legitimate  wife.  Lafily, 
ihe  fuftered  the  imputation  of  a  crime  more  pierc¬ 
ing  than  the  moil  cruel  death  whatfoever.  Add  to 
all  this,  a  tender  girl,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  her 
age,  encompaiTed  with  an  hod  of  foldiers  and  Cen¬ 
turions,  already  bereft  of  life,  through  the  fad  pre¬ 
faces  of  impending  evils,  yet  not  furrendered  to  the 
quiet  red  of  death. 


After  the  interval  of  a  few  days,  ihe  was  for¬ 
mally  doomed  to  die,  though  to  prevent  it,  ihe 
deicended  to  alledge,  4  That  ihe  owned  herfelf  in 
4  a  irate  of  widowhood,  and  claimed  no  other  pre- 
‘  rogative  than  of  being  only  the  Emperor’s  filler. 

4  She  pleaded  their  common  anceitors,  who  bore 
4  the  dear  and  favourite  name  of  Germcmicus at 
length  Ihe  even  invoked  the  name  of  Agrippina ; 
file  faid,  4  That  had  Agrippina  lived,  ihe  ihould, 
4  in  truth,  have  endured  a  lot  of  wedlock  fuffici- 
4  ently  unhappy,  but  hill  fuch  a  one  as  would  never 
4  have  ended  in  a  bloody  doom.’  Forthwith  (lie 
was  tied  down  with  bonds,  and  the  veins  over  all 
her  limbs  were  opened;  but,  as  her  blood  was  chil¬ 
led  through  fear,  and  blued  flow ly,  the  execution 
was  completed  by  frilling  her  in  the  fleam  of  a 
boiling  bath.  1  his  cruelty  was  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther  yet  more  crying  and  brutal  ;  her  head  being 
cut  off  and  carried  to  Rome,  Poppaea  chofe  to  enter¬ 
tain  herfelf  with  the  tragical  fpe&acle.  For  this 
execution  the  Senate  decreed  girts  and  oblations  to 
the  Temples  ;  a  circumilance  which  1  iniert  with 
defign  that  whoever  fhall,  from  me  or  any  other 
Writer,  learn  the  events  of  thole  calamitous  times, 
may  hold  it  for  granted,  that  as  often  as  ever  fen- 
tmees  .of  muioer  and  bamfhment  were  pronounced 
by  the  Prince,  fo  often  were  thankigivings  by  the 

father 
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fathers  paid  to  the  Deities  5  arid  the  very  lame  or¬ 
dinances  which  of  old  were  monuments  of  public 
profperity,  ferved  now  for  teftimonies  of  public  ha- 
vock  and  ruin.  And  yet,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  re¬ 
count  every  degree  of  Senate,  which  cither  proved 
a  new  flight  of  flattery,  or  only  the  dregs  of  excef- 
five  tamenefs  and  fervitude. 

This  year  was  fatal  to  Doryphorus  and  Pallas, 
two  Imperial  freedmen  of  mod  confpicuous  note, 
both  believed  to  have  perifhed  by  poifon,  the  for¬ 
mer,  for  thwarthing  the  marriage  with  Poppaea,  and 
Pallas,  for  that  by  his  great  age  he  detained  from 
the  Emperor  his  ineftimable  wealth.  Againft  Se¬ 
neca,  Romanus  had  fecretly  laboured  a  charge  of  be¬ 
ing  an  aflociate  with  Caius  Pifo,  but  was  himfelf 
encountered  by  Seneca  with  more  vigour  for  the 
fame  crime.  Hence  a  fource  of  much  dread  to 
Pifo  ;  and  againft  Nero  there  arofe  a  confpiracy, 
mighty,  indeed,  and  menacing,  but  abortive  and 
unprofperous. 
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The  S  U  M  M  A  R  Y. 

Vologefes  King  of  Parthia  'treacles  Armenia ,  but  Is 
oppojed  by  Corbulo  with  great  ;  ruren  e  and  fpirit. 
Cxfenmus  Partus  fent  b  Nero  to  om  and  in  Ar- 
the/na.  .  is  rajhnejs ,  van  ty ,  and  lifer  ace  fid  con- 
cefftons  to  the  enemy.  Corbulo  re’ eve  him  Poppeea 
bears  a  daug  ter  to  Nero.  Deputies  f  m  Parthia 

njue  for  holding  the  fveregnty  of  Armenia ,  re¬ 
turn  w  ih-.ut  fee  efs,  and  the  conduit  of  th  t  war 
committed  to  Corbulo,  whs  aga'n  enters  Armenia , 
terrifies  the  Parthians  into  a  treaty ,  oblige  them  to 
lay  e.own  their  arms,  WTiridates  to  lay  his  crown 
at  the  feet  of  IScm'sJlatue,  never  to  e fume  it  more 

ZiAitA  EmPeffs  confetti .  Nero  ftngs  in  the 
publtck  Theatre  at  Naples,  His  exeejes  in  all  tol  u- 

tion  and  cruelty.  Rome  cmfume*  by fire ;  Nero  ff 

Ptl  A  ",  ^  aUth°r  °f  h  He  fa  fit  ^rges  it  u  7 

VoTil’  0nd  deJtr';S  thm  hy  many  ™anto" 
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mercilefs  torments .  A  confpiracy  for?ned  agciinjl  him  ; 
its  progrefs ,  detection ,  r/;*?  illuflrious  lives 

facrificed  for  it,  with  the  boundlejs  public  flattery 
then  ariflng from  private  fufferings  and  for  row. 

DURING  thefe  tranfadlions,  Vologefes 
King  of  the  Parthians,  having  learnt  the 
exploits  of  Corbulo,  that  Tigranes,  an  alien 
born,  was  by  him  eftablifhed  King  of  Armenia; 
from  whence  his  brother  Xiridates  had  been  igno- 
miniouflv  expulfed,  was  in  himlelf  bent  to  revenge 
the  defpite  done  to  the  Monarchy  of  the  Ariacides  ; 
but  revolving  again  upon  the  mighty  power  of  the 
Romans,  and  awed  'with  reverence  for  the  conftant 
league  between  the  two  P^mpires,  was  perplexed 
and  divided  between  interfering  pafiions.  For  he  was 
a  Prince  by  nature  addidted  to  lingering,  and  then 
particularly,  retarded  by  the  revolt  of  tne  Hyrca- 
nians,  (a  very  potent  nation)  and  by  the  long  fe- 
ries  of  wars  that  followed  it.  In  this  fufpence  he 
was  roufed  by  the  tydings  of  a  frefh  infult,  for  that 
Tigranes  having  pafled  the  limits  of  Armenia,  had 
wafted  the  territories  of  the  Adiabenians,  a  bordering 
people,  with  more  lafting  and  extenfive  fpoil  than  by 
robbers  was  wont  to  be  committed  :  An  outrage 
which  the  chiefs  of  fhele  nations  underwent  with 
painful  regret,  4  that  they  were  funk  into  fuch  ab- 
4  iedl  fcorn,  as  to  be  over-run,  not  in  truth  by  the 
4  prowefs  of  any  Roman  leader,  but  by  the  info- 
4  lent  arms  of  an  hoftage  to  Rome,  one  there  kept 
4  for  fo  many  years  amongft  his  fellow-iTaves.  The 
anguifh  of  Vologefes  was  inflamed  by  hlonobazus, 
in  whole  Jhands  lay  the  government  of  the  Adiabe¬ 
nians,  and  who  prefted  to  know  4  what  military 
*  luccours  were  there  to  fecure  them,  and  from 
4  what  quarter  to  be  fought  ?  T  he  late  of  Armenia 
4  was  already  determined,  the  adjacent  regions 

6  were  about  to  be  iwallowed  ,up ;  and  unlefs  they 

•4  were 
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‘  were  defended  by  the  Parthians,  they  themfelves 
£  would  loon  confider,  that  bondage  from  the  Ro- 
c  mans  proved  always  much  lighter  to  fuch  as  fub- 
‘  mitted  to  mercy,  than  to  thofe  who  Raid  to  be 
e  fubdued.’^  riridates  too,  who  was  a  fugitive 
from  his  Kingdom,  artetrted  Volo^eles  yet  more 
grievoufly,  whether  he  beheld  the  Went  diflrefs  of 
h^is  brother,  or  heard  nis  reioectfui  complainings, 
for  the  deprived  Prince  was  wont  to  alledge,  c  that 
‘  mighty  Empires  were  not  to  be  fuftained  by  doth 
‘  and  inaction  ;  the  vigour  of  men  and  arms  was 
‘  to  be  exerted.  In  fovereign  fortune,  thofe  mea- 
‘  fares  were  ever  moft  righteous,  which  proved 
mole  luccefsful.  I  o  thofe  in  a  private  Ration  be- 
‘  longed  the  narrow  domeftic  ambition  of  preferv- 
ing  their  own  ;  to  ftruggle  for  the  poffeflions  of 
others,  was  renown  truly  monarchical.’ 

Vologefes,  therefore,  ftimulated  by  all  thefe  con- 
liderations,  alfembled  a  council,  and  placing  Tiri- 
dates  next  to  himfelf,  began  thus  ;  ‘  This  Prince, 

‘  begotten  by  the  fame  father  with  myfelf,  I  invert¬ 
ed  with  the  polfeiTion  of  Armenia,  l'mce  to  rue, 

‘  ln  ,  fgard  of  primogeniture,  it  was  his  lot  to’ 
yield  the  fovereignty  of  Parthia  ;  and  thus  he  be- 

‘  f?me,  what  wg  account  the  third  fovereign  of  our 
t  br°?“'  For  Pacorus  already  occupied  the  realm 
of  Media.  By  this  means,  I  feemed  to  have  hao- 
pily  fettled  our  family,  and  provided  againft  the 
ancient  hate  and  competition  of  brothers  This 

t  ^.0rr?ans  0PPo!"e>  and  though  they  never  in- 
‘  “lnged  the  P^ce  with  any  felicity  to  themfelves, 
they  now  again  openly  break  it,  doubtlefsto  their 
£  r.br  Znu  confufion.  I  am  far  from  deny- 
.  j  V'f  rather '  by  arguments  than  arms,  would 
I  chu.e  to  preserve  the  acquifition  of  my  ancef- 

:  S'  ,If  JJwe  blameable  in  my  delays,  I 

bed,  your  force  undimimfhed  ;  to  this  praife  you 

4  nave 
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*  havealfo  added  that  of  moderation,  a  virtue  never 
‘  to  be  flighted  by  the  moft  elevated  among#  men, 

*  and  is  held  by  the  Gods  themlelves  in  high  eflima- 
c  tion/  As  foon  as  he  had  thus  fpoke,  upon  the 
head  of  Tiridates  he  fet  the  royal  diadem,  to  Mo- 
nefes  a  noble  Parthian  he  delivered  a  complete  band 
of  flout  horfe,  which  according  to  the  cuflom  of 
Monarchy,  always  attended  the  perfon  of  the 
King ;  to  thefe  he  added  a  body  of  auxiliary  Adi- 
abenians,  and  commanded  that  General,  c  to  force 

*  Tigranes  from  Armenia.’  He  purpofed  himfelf  the 
while  to  drop  his  contefl  with  the  Hyrcanians,  to 
amafs  all  his  forces  in  the  heart  of  Parthia,  and  re- 
ferving  to  his  own  condudl  the  main  ftrefs  of  the  war, 
to  advance,  and  threaten  a  defcent  into  the  Roman 
provinces. 

Corbulo,  as  foon  as  by  certain  intelligence  he  had 
learnt  all  thefe  proceedings,  fent  two  Legions  to 
fiiccour Tigranes,  under  the  command  of  Verulanus 
Sevems,  and  Vettius  Bolanus,  with  fecret  injunc¬ 
tions,  6  rather  to  fludy  delays  than  to  a£l  with  dif- 
4  patch/  The  truth  was,  Corbulo  aimed  more  at 
keeping  a  war  on  foot,  than  pufhing  it  to  a  conclu- 
fion ;  befides,  he  had  written  to  Nero,  c  That,  in 
6  order  to  defend  Armenia,  another  General  was 
4  neceflary  ;  for  that  Syria,  now  threatened  with 
‘  a  terrible  tempefl  from  Vologeles,  was  thence  ex- 
c  pofed  to  more  vehement  danger/  In  the  mean 
while  he  difpofed  the  remaining  Legions  along  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  fuddenly  railed  a  body  of 
militia  out  of  the  natives  of  the  province  ;  at  all  the 
paffes  he  polled  guards,  to  obflrudl  the  inroads  of 
the  enemy;  and,  becaufe  that  region  is  fcaiity  of 
water,  over  the  feveral  fountains  forts  were  erected, 
and  fome  fprings  he  buried  under  hills  of  land. 

While  Corbulo  was  thus  bufied  in  measures  for 
fecuring  Syria,  Monefes  advanced  towards  Armenia, 
with  rapid  marches,  as  by  them  he  meant  to  out¬ 
run  the  report  of  his  coming  :  but,  he  found  I  i- 

granes 
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granes  neither  void  of  intelligence,  nor  in  a  negli¬ 
gent  fituation ;  for  that  Prince  had  pofleffcd  him- 
felf  of  Tigranocerta,  a  city  of  great  ftrength  in  the 
multitude  of  its  defenders,  and  the  mightinefs  of  its 
walls.  Add,  that  the  Nicephorus,  a  river  of  no 
fmall  breadth,  environed  great  part  of  the  wall, 
and  round  the  reft,  where  the  defence  of  the  river 
was  not  trufted,  a  vaft  trench  was  drawn.  Within 
it  too  was  a  garrifon  of  foldiers,  and  ftores  of 
provifion  before  laid  up.  In  bringing  in  thefe  pro- 
vifions  fome  few  foldiers,  having  out  of  greedinefs 
draggled  too  far,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  fwift 
and  unexpected  foe  ;  but  by  this  mifhap  of  theirs, 
the  minds  of  the  reft  became  filled  with  refentment, 
rather  than  with  difmay.  Neither  have  the  Parthians 
any  bravery  to  venture  a  clofe  attack  upon  a  place 
belieged  :  it  was  but  a  few  fcattering  arrows  that 
they  ihot,  nor  thence  at  all  difmayed  the  belieged, 
but  only  bafHed  themfelves.  The  Adiabenians 
when,  with  ladders  and  engines  of  battery,  they 
began  to  approach  the  walls,  were  eafily  driven 
back,  and  by  an  immediate  fally  of  our  men,  put 
to  the  daughter. 

Corbulo  however,  though  all  his  proceedings 
proipered,  judging  it  wifdom  to  moderate  the  career 
of  his  good  fortune,  difpatched  embaftadors-to  Volo- 
geles  to  expoftulate  with  him  upon  his  hoftile  con¬ 
duct,  %  1  hat  he  nad  with  violence  and  war  fallen 
‘  upon  a  Roman  Province ;  that  his  forces  befieged' 

*  a  King  who  was  a  friend  and  confederate  of  Rome; 

nay,  belieged  the  Roman  Cohorts  themfelves 
and  to  warn  him,  c  that  either  he  muft  abandon 
the  fiege,-  or  Corbulo  too  would  inftantly  march 
<  ^ and  encamp  upon  the  territories  of  the  enemy/ 
Cafpei  ius  the  Centurion,  who  was  delegated  to  exe¬ 
cute  this  embafty,  reached  the  King  a?  the  city  of 
Nifibis,  thirty-feven  miles  diftant  from  Tigranocer- 
ta,,  and  theie  delivered  his  meftage  with  great  item— 
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nefs.  It  was,  in  truth,  long  fince  the  politic  drift 
of  Vologefes,  and  thoroughly  riveted  in  his  heart, 
to  avoid  engaging  with  the  arms  of  Rome;  neither 
did  his  prefent  enterprizes  advance  with  any  mea- 
lure  of  fuccefs  ;  fruitlefs  and  vain  had  been  the  fiege 
or  Tigranocerta  ;  Tigranes  fat  lecure  and  f!rong  in 
men  and  provifions  ;  they  who  had  undertaken  to 
iiorm^  the  walls,  were  utterly  routed  ;  two  Legions 
were  lent  to  the  relief  of  Armenia  ;  the  remaining 
Legions  covered  Syria,  nay,  Rood  ready  for  an  of- 
fenfive  war,  and  to  invade  the  dominions  of  Parthia; 
his  whole  cavalry,  through  fcarcity  of  forage,  were 
miferably  enfeebled  ;  for  fuch  an  infinite  flight  of 
Jocufts  had  fallen,  as  utterly  devoured  the  whole 
crop  of  the  earth  and  every  green  thing.  Smother¬ 
ing,  however,  his  dread,  and  afiuming  a  guife  of 
moderation,  he  returned  for  anfwer,  4  That  he  would 

*  fend  Embafiadors  to  Rome,  to  fue  to  Caefar  for  a 
4  concefiion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Armenia,  and  to 
4  corroborate  the  peace  between  them/  And  in- 
ilantly  commanding  Monefes  to  reiinquifh  the  fiege 
of  Tigranocerta,  he  departed  himfelf  homewards 
again. 

Thefe  quick  changes  were  by  many  extolled,  as 
4  events  altogether  honourable,  purely  atchieved 
4  by  the  menaces  of  Corbulo,  and  the  difmay  of 
4  the  King/  Others  explained  the  whole  4  into  a 
4  fecret  compact  between  them,  that  the  war  being 
4  dropped  on  both  fides,  and  Vologefes  withdraw  - 
4  ing  from  Armenia,  Tigranes  too  fliould  depart 
4  that  Kingdom.  Upon  what  motives  elfe  was  the 
4  Roman  army  led  out  of  Tigranocerta  ?  Why,  in 
4  a  time  of  inaction,  were  thole  places  abandoned, 

4  which  during  war  were  ftrenuoufly  defended  ? 

*  Had  the  troops  found,  in  the  remote!!  parts  of 
4  Cappadocia,  more  commodious  winter  quarters, 

4  under  huts  fuddenly  raifed,  than  in  the  capital  of 

a  Kingdom  jult  before  carefully  kept  and  protedt- 

4  ed  ? 
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‘  ed?  Without  all  doubt,  the  war  was  therefore 
4  fufpended,  that  upon  fome  other  Commander  than 
4  Corbulo  the  lot  might  fall  of  meeting  Volo- 
6  gefes  in  the  field  ;  nor  would  Corbulo  expofe  to 
4  new  rifques  that  renown  and  glory  which  for  fo 
1  many  years  he  had  been  acquiring.'  I' or,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  he  had  demanded  that  a  General 
fhould  be  fent  for  the  particular  defence  of  Armenia* 
and  heard  that  Csefenhius  Psetus  was  approaching 
with  that  character,  Caefennius  was,  in  truth,  aL 
ready  arrived,  and  the  forces  fo  divided,  that  under 
tiie  command  of  Psetus  were  to  remain  the  fourth 
Legion  and  the  twelfth,  to  which  was  added  the 
fifth,  lately  called  thither  from  Moefia,  as  alfo  the 
auxiliaries  from  Pontus,  Galatia,  and  Cappadocia  ; 
with  Corbulo  were  to  continue  the  third,  fixth, 
and  tenth  Legions,  and  what  forces  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  Syria.  All  other  particulars  they  were 
to  pofTefs  in  common,  or  to  {hare,  juft  as  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  required.  But,  as  Corbulo  could  not 
bear  a  competitor ;  fo  Pastus,  to  whom  it  was 
doubtleis  abundant  glory,  if  in  merit  he  were  reck¬ 
oned  the.  fecond,  difparaged  all  the  atchicverrients 
of  Corbulo  ;  he  affirmed,  4  That,  in  all  his  exploits, 
4  nothing  of  hoftile  blood  was  fpilled,  nothing  of 
4  fpoil  was  taken ;  and  all  the  boafted  praife  of 
4  mattering  and  aflaulting  cities,  was  merely  nomi- 
4  nal  and  affirmed.  For  himfelf,  he  would  imppfe 
4  upon  the  vanquifhed  tribute  and  laws;  and,  in- 
4  Head  of  the  prefent  fhadow  of  a  King,  fubjedl 
4  them  at  once  to  the  jurifdidion  of  Rome.’ 

At  this  very  juncture,  the  Embaffiadors  ofVolo- 
gefes,  the  fame,  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  have 
been  fent  to  the  Prince,  returned  unfuccefsful.  Hence 
the  Parthians  proceeded  to  open  war,  nor  did  Paetus 
decline  it  ;  but,  with  two  Legions,  the  fourth  and 
twelfth,  the  former  then  commanded  by  Famifula- 
mis  Vedonianus,  the  other  by  Calviiius  Sabinus, 

K  4  he 
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he  entered  Armenia,  and  a  fad  prefage  accompanied 
his  entrance;  for,  in  paffing  over  the  Euphrates, 
wnicii  he  croiled  upon  a  bridge,  the  horfe  which 
carried  the  Confular  ornaments,  became  frightened 
without  any  apparent  caufe,  and  darting  back  arain 
got  clear  away  :  Moreover,  as  they  were  fortifying 
their  quarters  again!!  winter,  a  vidtim  which  Hood 
bythe  works,  before  the  fame  were  above  hafffinifh- 
ed,  broke  violently  through,  leaped  over  the  pale, 
and  flea,  i  he  javelins  too  of  our  men  blazed  with 
spontaneous  fire,  a  prodigy  which  appeared  the  more 
jignal,  t or  taat  with  javelins  and  luch  weapons  mif- 
*lve  their  enemies  the  Parthians  always  fight. 

But  all  thefe  omens  were  contemned  by  P^tus, 
v^ho,  before  nis  winter  encampment  was  yet  fuf- 
fici^ntly  fortified,  without  preparing  any  the  leaf!: 
magazine  of  grain,  hurried  the  army  over  the  moun¬ 
tain  1  am  us,  c  to  recover,  as  he  laid,  the  city  of 
fl  lgranocei  ia,  and  Jay  wafle  the  feveral  regions 
winch  Coi  Duio  had  fparedd  And  it  is  true  that 
he  took  certain  cables,  fomewhat  of  glory  too  he 
won,  and  fomewhat  of  plunder,  if  he  had  either 
pofiefled  his  glory  with  moderation,  or  his  plunder 
with  care.  But  while  with  long  marches,  he  over¬ 
ran  countries  which  could  not  poffibly  be  maintained, 
what  provifions  he  had  pillaged,  became  corrupted 
and  fpoiled,  and  the  winter  was  juft  ovei  taking  him, 
fo  that  he  led  back  the  army  to  their  quarters.  There 
he  compofed  letters  to  Nero,  in  a  pompous  bile,  as 
it  the  war  had  been  already  concluded  ;  but  as  to 
any  available  performances,  his  letters  were  empty 
and  vain. 

Corbulo,  the  while,  fat  down  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  a  flat  ion  which  he  had  never  ne¬ 
glected  ;  he  now  particularly  multiplied  the  guards 
which  defended  it.  And,  that  the  enemy^s  troops, 
who  with  great  oflentation  and  numbers  were  pranc¬ 
ing  over  the  oppofite  plains,  might  create  no  ob- 

flruc- 
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ments  which  inclofed  their  winter  quarters,  and  ut¬ 
tering  brave  words,  ‘  That,  in  order  to  repulfe  the 

‘  ioe>  to  him  was  committed  neither  ditch  nor  pale, 

but  the  bodies  and  arms  of  men  j 5  he  led  forth  the 
Legions,  line  one  who  would  needs  encounter  the 
Partisans  m  battle,  hut  having  loft  a  Centurion 
Uiio  a  few  private  men,  whom  he  had  fen t  forward 
to  view  the  enemy  s  forces,  he  returned  to  his  camp 
m  great  hafie  and  affright :  Y et  feeing  Volog;efes 
«iad  puilued  his  advantage  with  no  remarkable  ar- 
uoui,  Pat  us  became  once  more  infatuated  with 
vain  conndence,  and  upon  the  next  fumniitof  mount 
*  aurus  placed  three  thoufand  felecf  infantry,  to  re- 
pulle  the  Ling  from  palling  it.  He  likewife  com¬ 
mitted  a  particular  part  of  the  plain  to  the  troops  of 
Panonia,  which  were  the  ftrength  of  his  cavalry, 
ihs  wife  and  jon  he  fhut  up  in  a  caftle  named  Ar- 
famofata,  and  for  garriioning  the  caftle,  gave  them 
a  oand  of  five  hundred  men.  T  hus  he  difperfed 
his  army,  who,  had  they  been  in  a  body,  might  with 
more  vigour  have  fuftained  the  fhock  of  a  roving 
and  inconftant  enemy:  Nap,  it  is  laid,  that  he  was 
with  great  difficulty  induced  to  tranfmit  to  Corbulo 
any  account  of  the  enemy’s  diftrefting  him.  Neither 
did  Coroulo  make  much  dispatch,  that  the  more 
the  danger  inefeafed^  the  greater  praife  he  might, 
reap  from  bringing  relief.  He  gave  orders  hdWever 
to  make  ready  a  body  of  fuccours  conftfting  of  three 
thoufand  Legionary  foldiers  (one  from  each  of  the 
three  Legions)  of  eight  hundred  horfe,  and  an  equal 
number  of  foot  detached  from  the  Cohorts. 

Vologefes,  though  he  was  advifed,  that  Paetus 
befet  the  roads  on  every  hand,  here  with  his  infan¬ 
try,  there  with  his  horfe,  yet  no  wife  varied  his 
defign  or  his  march,  but,  with  a  violent  onfet,  and 
oftentation  of  terrors,  quite  difmayed  and  drove  away 
the  Pannonian  troops  j  the  Legionary  foot  pofted 
upon  Taurus  he  utterly  overthrew)  and  found  refin¬ 
ance 
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ance  from  one  Centurion  only,  namely,  Tarquk 
tius  Crefcens,  who  had  the  bravery  to  defend  a  tower* 
in  which  he  kept  garrHon  ?  He  even  made  frequent 
Tallies,  and  i'uch  oi  the  Barbarians  who  ventured  to. 
approach,  he  flew,  till  at  laft  he  was  affaulfed  and 
overwhelmed  by  volleys  of  flaming  matter,  huch 
of  the  infantry  as  efcaped  unhurt,  betook  themfelves 
to  wild  and  remote  deferts,  and  the  wounded  reco¬ 
vered  the  camp  :  There  they  published  c  the  iignal 
c  bravery  of  the  Parthian  King,  the  multitudes  and. 
‘  barbarity  of  the  leveral  nations  his  followers, 
and,  through  the  impulie  of  their  own  tears,  mag¬ 
nified  exceflfively  whatever  infpired  them :  all  which, 
was  fwallowed  with  ready  credulity  by  the  reft,  who. 
were  themfelves  poffeffed  with  the  fame  terrors, „ 
Nor  in  truth  did  the  General  make  any  efforts  to. 
repel  this  torrent  of  adverfity  :  he  had  already  de- 
ferted  all  the  duties  of  war,  and  again  difpatched. 
more  entreaties  to.  Gorbulo,  c  to  come  with  fpeed,  - 
‘  and  fave  the  Roman  Enfigns  and  Eagles  ;  to  fave 
4  the  name  and  remains  of  an  unhappy  army,  who 
c  with  himfelf  would,  while  their  lives  remained, 

‘  honour  their  deliverer  with  perfect  faith  and  gra- 
*  titudeP 

Corb.ulo  was  no  wife  daunted, ,  and,  leaving  part : 
of  his  forces  in  Syria  to  maintain  the  polls  which, 
he  had  fortified  upon  the  Euphrates  ;  began  the 
ftiorteft  rout,  where  no  hazard  was  incurred  of 
lacking  provifions ;  firft  through  Comagena,  then 
through  Cappadocia,  and  thence  into  Armenia,  . 
There  accompanied  his  army,  befides  other  impk- 
ments  ufual  in  war,  a  huge  train  of  camels  loaded 
with  grain,  thence  to  repel  famine  as  well  as  the  foe. 
The  firft  that  he  met  of  thofe  who  were  routed, 
was  Padlius  a  Centurion  of  principal  rank  :  After 
him  came  feveral  common  foldiers,.*  who*  while 
they  ftrove  to  cover  the  Ihame  of  their  flight,  each 
by  a  different  excufe,  were  by  Corbulo  admcmthed 
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C  ^  return  t0  ^eir  colours,  and  try  the  mercy  of 
Pastus  :  for  his  particular,  he  owned  himfelf  im¬ 
placable  to  all  wno  in  battle  came  not  off  vicSto- 
yiom.  At  the  fame  time  he  addrefled  himfelf  to 
h.u>  own  Legions,  from  rank  to  rank,  perfuading 
cxnouing,  reminded  them  of  their  exploits  and 
victories  paft,  and  to  their  prefent  view  exhibited  a 
fcene  of  ^frefh^  glory  ;  c  Not  now  the  villages  and 
cnies  or  tne  Aimemans  were  to  be  poiTelled  as  the 
4  recompence  of  their  fervices  and  hardfhips,  but 
4  the  Roman  Camp  to  be  faved,  and  in  it  two  Ro¬ 
man  Legions.  If  every  private  foldier  were,  for 
laving  the  life  or  a  citizen,  diftinguifhed  with 
tne  lu  if  re  or  a  Vnvic  Crown  publicly  prefented  by 
4  the  hand  or  his  General ;  how  much  more  fig- 
nal  and  extenfive  muff  be  the  renown,  when  the 
lives  preferved,  and  they  who  preferve  them, 

4  were  thus  equally  numerous?’  By  thefe  and  the 
like  Simulations,  they  became  fired  with  alacrity 
for  the  common  caufe  ;  beiides,  fome  w7ere  prompt- 
ed  by  perfonal  incitements,  even  the  diifreffes  and 
dangers  in  which  their  brothers,  or  their  compani¬ 
ons  and  k  ini  men,  were  involved.  So  that  they  fped 
their  march  night  and  day,  without  intermiffon. 

Hence  the  more  vehemently  did  V ologefes  prefs 
the  beiicged,  now  affaulting  the  entrenchment  of 
the  Legions,  then  the  caftle  in  which  were  guarded 
thofe  who  from  the  tend ernefs  of  their  fex  and  years 
Were  unfit  for  the  roughnefs  and  toils  of  war  ;  and 

7 

he  pufhed  thefe  his  affaults  much  more  clofely  than, 
was  ufual  to  the  Parthians,  in  hopes  by  fuch  de- 
figned  temerity  to  tempt  out  the  enemy  to  a  bat¬ 
tle.  But  they,  with  all  thefe  infults,  could  fcarce 
be  dragged  out  of  their  tents,  at  moft  only  en¬ 
deavoured  to  maintain  their  works,  part  of  them.  . 
fubmitting  to  the  orders  and  reftridlions  of  their 
General,  others  refigned  to  their  ov/n  cowardice, 
as  men  who  ftupidly  waited  for  deliverance  from 

Cor- 
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Corbulo  ;  or  if  the -power  of  the  attailants  in  the 
mean  while  prevailed,  they  had  already  provided 
themfelves  with  examples  to  follow,  namely,  the 
behaviour  of  two  old  Roman  armies  overthrown, 
one  at  Caudium  in  Italy,  the  other  at  Numantia  in 
c  for  that,  neither  were  the  Samnites  (a 
fingle  Italian  Rate)  nor  were  the  Spaniards,  either 
<■  of  them  matters  of  forces  comparable  to  thofe  of 
<  the  Parthians,  a  mighty  Empire,  rival  with  that 
c  of  Rome  !  nay,  thofe  fame  ancients,  fo  very  brave 
4  and  ftubborn,  and  fo  much  extolled,  as  often  as 
4  fortune  forfook  them,  were  ever  fupple  enough  to 
4  confult  felf-prefervation.’  By  the  temper  of  the 
army,  thus  abandoned  to  defpair,  the  General  was 
constrained  to  write  to  Vologefes ;  yet,  the  firft 
letter  which  he  fent  contained  nothing  of  fuppli- 
cancy  or  abafement,  but  was  conceived  in  a  llrain 
of  expottulation  and  complaint,  4  That  for  the 
4  Kingdom  of  Armenia  he  fhould  thus  exercife  the 
4  violences  of  enmity  and  war  ;  a  country  ever  fub- 
4  jecSE  to  the  Roman  jurifdidtion,  or  to  a  King  ap- 
4  pointed  by  the  Emperor  of  Rome.  Peace  was, 
4  in  truth,  alike  advantageous  to  the  Parthians  and 
4  to  the  Romans ;  neither  ought  he  to  view  only 
4  the  prefentTituation  of  things  ;  but  remember  that 
4  againft  two  Legions  he  was  come  at  the  head  of 
4  the  whole  power  of  his  Kingdom,  while  to  the 
4  Romans  remained,  for  the  fupport  of  the  war, 
4  all  the  reft  of  the  globe.’ 

Vologefes,  without  entering  at  all  into  the  merit 
of  the  war,  in  anfwer  to  the  reprefentation,  wrote 
back,  4  That  he  muff  wait  the  coming  of  his  bro- 
4  thers,  Pacorus  and  Tiridates  ;  as  to  them  was  re- 
4  ferved  the  appointment  of  a  place  and  time  for 
4  adjutting  fuch  meafures  concerning  Armenia,  as 
4  became  their  oven  high  character,  and  the  gran- 
4  dear  of  the  Aifacides  ;  at  the  fame  time  too, 
4  they  would  determine  how  to  deal  with  the  Ro- 

4  man 
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'  man  Legions.’  Paetus  again  difpatched  a  meflage* 
and  defired  a  conference  with  the  Kino-,  who,  in 
his  own  Head,  deputed  Vafaces,  his  Genera/  of 
horfe.  At  this  interview  Paetus  urged  examples, 

and  reprefented  6  fuch  Roman  Captains  as  Luculius 
4  and  Pompey,  and  fince  fome  of  the  Csefars,  ac¬ 
quiring  and  bellowing  the  Realm  of  Armenia.’ 
Vafaces  alledged,  4  That  indeed  the  name  and  fha- 
‘  dow  of  holding  and  conferring  it,  refted  in  us  Ro¬ 
mans,  but  m  the  a  aithians  the  efiential  power,’ 
After  m ucn  mutual  conteilation,  IVlonobazus  tne 
Adiabenian  was  the  next  day  joined  with  them,  as 
a  witnefs  to  tneir  ftipulations,  and  between  them  it 
was  agreed,  ‘  That  the  Legions  fhould  be  releafed 
c  from  the  leaguer,  all  the  Roman  troops  utterly 

*  depart  the  territories  of  Armenia,  all  their  fort- 

*  relies  and  /lores  be  delivered  up  to  the  Parthians. 

4  I  hen,  after  complete  performance  of  thefe  con- 
4  cefiions,  V ologefes  Ihould  have  free  privilege  to 
4  fend  Ernhafiadors  to  Nero.’ 

In  the  mean  time,  Paetus  laid  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Arfanias,  which  R owed  along  his  camp,  under 
pretext  of  his  preparing  to  march  off  that  way ; 
but  it  was,  in  reality,  a  work  enjoined  him  by  the 
Parthians,  as  a  monument  and  confeffion  of  their, 
vidlory,  fince  to  them  only  it  was  of  ufe  3  for  our 
men  took  a  different  rout*  All  this  difgrace  was. 
heightened  by  public  rumour,  which  added,  that 
4  the  Legions  had  palled  like  captives  under  a  gal- 
4  lows,’  with  many  other  difaflrous  circumflances, 
fuch  as  are  wont  to  accompany  dillrefs.  And  it  is 
true,  that  of  fuch  ignominious  treatment  fome  fem- 
blance  was  adminiflered  by  the  infulting  behaviour 
of  the  Armenians,  who,  before  the  Roman  army, 
was  yet  difeamped,  entered  their  works,  befet  alf 
the  avenues  and  thoroughfares,  lingled  out  their  ov/m 
captive  Haves,  diflinguifhed  their  loll  bealls,  and  ref-, 
cued  both  :  They  even  ilripped  the  Romans  of 

their. 
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their  cloaths,  and  feized  their  arms,  while  the  poor 
foldiers  only  trembled  and  delivered,  thus  to  cut  off 
all  provocation  and  excufe  of  involving  them  in  a 
battle.  Vologefes  railed  a  pompous  heap  of  all  the 
arms  and  bodies  of  the  fain,  by  it  to  manifefr  our 
overthrow,  but  forbore  beholding  the  fcandalous* 
flight  of  the  Legions,  from  whence  he  aimed  at 
acquiring  the  applaufe  of  moderation,  when  he  had 
juft  before  fat  i  a  ted  his  pride.  He  palled  the  river 
Ananias  mounted  upon  an  elephant,  as  did  all  that 
were  near  the  King  in  blood  or  favour,  by  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  their  horfes.  For,  a  report  had  fpread  triat 
the  bridge,  by  the  fraud  of  the  builders,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  fink  under  any  considerable  preffure  :  Though 
they  who  ventured  over  it,  experienced  it  to  be  a 
llrong  and  fecure  fabric. 

For  the  reft ;  it  was  notorious  that  the  beleagured 
army  were  to  the  laft  provided  with  fucb  abundant 
fupplies  of  grain,  that  they  even  fet  fire  to  their 
ftore-houfes.  And  it  was  by  Corbulo  recounted, 
4  That  the  Parthians,  on  the  contrary,  were  deffi- 
tute  of  provifions,  and  their  forage  entirely  con- 
fumed,  fo  that  they  were  about  to  have  forfaken 
the  leaguer4 ;  neither  was  he  himfelf  above  three 
days  march  diffant  with  his  forces.’  He  even  add¬ 
ed,  4  That  Psetus  covenanted,  under  the  tye  of 
4  an  oath  folemnly  taken  under  the  facred  Eagles, 
4  in  the  prefence  of  thole  whom  the  King  had  fent 
4  to  witnefs  it,  That  no  Roman  Should  enter  Ar- 
4  menia,  till  by  the  arrival  of  letters  from  Nero,  it 
4  were  known  whether  he  confented  to  the  peace. ’ 
But  though  fuch  imputations  were  to  pafs  only  for 
infamy  aggravated,  yet  the  fubfequent  conduct  of 
Paetus  and  his  army  is  liable  to  no  ambiguity,  that 
in  one  day  they  travelled  the  fpace  of  forty  miles, 
that  the  wounded  were  every  where  dropped  and 
forfaken,  and  that  no  lefs  infamous  was  the  flight 
and  dinnay  of  thofe  fugitives,  than  if  they  had  turn¬ 
ed 
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ed  their  hacks  and  run  in  the  day  of  battle.  Upon 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  Corbulo  with  his  forces 
met  them,  but  without  fuch  a  difplay  of  flying  co- 
iours  and  glittering  arms  as  might  fee  in  to  upbraid 
their  difreicnt  and  melancholy  plight.  Sorrowful 
weie  his  leveral  bands,  and  in  commiferation  for 
the  heavy  lot  of  their  fellow-foldiers,  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  a  flood  of  tears  ;  fcarce  were  they  able 
to  exchange  their  falutations  for  weeping  :  All  com¬ 
petition  about  fuperior  bravery  was  vanifhed,  as  well 
as  all  ambition  for  glory  ;  for  thefe  are  the  paffions 
of  happy  and  profperous  men  !  here  companion  only 
prevailed,  and  the  lower  the  men,  the  ftrong-er  their 
companion. 

Between  the  two  leaders  there  followed  a  brief 
conference,  Corbulo  lamenting,  4  That  fo  much 
6  travel  had  been  fru it! efly  bellowed,  when  the  war 
4  might  have  been  finifhed  with  the  utter  flight  of 
€  the  Parthians.’  The  other  replied,  /  That  the 
‘  affairs  of  Armenia  remained  perfectly  as  they 

weie.  Let  us,  faid  he,  turn  about  our  Eagles, 

*  and  invade  it  in  concert,  enfeebled  as  it  is^  by 
‘  the  departure  of  Vologefes.’  Corbulo  alledged, 

«  That  from  the  Emperor  he  had  no  fuch  orders  : 

‘  he  had  already  palled  out  of  his  Province,  from 
«  no  other  inducement  than  to  deliver  the  diflrelfed 
4  Legions  ;  and  as  it  was  altogether  uncertain  where 
4  the  next  efforts  of  the  Parthians  would  fall,  he 
4  would  retire  back  into  Syria:  Even  thus  they  had 
4  caufe  to  invoke  the  Deity  of  happy  fortune,  that 
4  the  foot,  which  were  fo  miferably  fpent  with 
4  great  marches,  might  be  able  to  come  up  with 
4  the  Parthian  horle,  which  were  altogether  frefli 
4  and  un tired,  and  in  travelling  eafily  over  thole 
4  fmootn  plains,  were  lure  to  out-march  them.5 
Paetus  therefore  withdrew  to  Cappadocia,  and  there 
wintered.  But  to  Corbulo  a  meiiao;e  arrived  from 
V  ologefes,  4  To  withdraw  his  feveral  garrifons  from 

4  be- 
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4  beyond  the  Euphrates,  and  let  the  river  remain, 
4  as  formerly,  the  common  boundary.5  Corbulo 
too  in  lifted,  4  That  all  the  Parthian  garrifons 
4  flrouid  evacuate  Armenia.’  fVnd  at  laft  the  King 
complied.  Moreover,  all  the  fortifications  railed 
by  Corbulo  on  the  other  lide  Euphrates,  were  de- 
molifhed,  and  by  both  the  King  and  Corbulo  the 
Armenians  were  left  to  their  own  difpolal  and  con- 
troulment. 

But,  at  Rome  the  while,  they  were  eredting  tro¬ 
phies  of  vidtory  over  the  Parthians,  and  railing  tri¬ 
umphal  arches  upon  the  mount  of  the  Capitol ;  fo~ 
lemnities  decreed  by  the  Senate  while  the  war  was 
yet  in  its  height,  nor  even  now  difcontinued,  as 
popular  fhe-w  was  only  ftudied,  in  defiance  of  con¬ 
viction  and  fa dt.  Nay,  Nero,  in  order  to  difguife 
all  follicitude  from  affairs  abroad,  ordered  the  ftores 
of  grain,  which  from  time  to  time  was  diftrihuted 
amongft  the  populace,  but  now  corrupted  with  ftale- 
nefs,  to  be  thrown  into  the  Tiber,  in  often tation  of 
the  public  fecurity  and  plenty  of  provifions.  It  is 
certain,  their  price  became  nothing  railed,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  almoft  two  hundred  vefteis  thus  load¬ 
ed,  were  by  a  violent  ftorm  funk  in  the  very  harbour, 
and  a  hundred  more  already  arrived  in  the  Tiber, 
were  confirmed  by  an  accidental  fire.  Thereafter 
he  committed  the  direction  of  the  public  revenue 
to  three  Senators  of  Confular'  dignity,  Lucius  Pifo, 
Ducennius  Geminus,  and  Pompeius  Paullinus,  in¬ 
veighing  againft  the  Princes  his  anceffors,  6  for  that, 
4  through  the  profufenefs  of  their  expence  and  dil- 
4  burfements,  they  had  exceeded  their  annual  re- 
4  ceipts ;  whereas  by  himfelf  the  Commonwealth 
4  was  yearly  prefented  with  more  than  a  million  of 
4  crowns.5 

There  prevailed  in  thofe  days  a  peftilent  abufe, 
pradtifed  by  men  afpiring  and  childlefs,  who,  when¬ 
ever  the  election  of  Magiftrates,  or  the  allotment 

of 
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of  Provinces,  was  at  hand,  provided  themfelves 
with  ions  by  fraudulent  adoptions ;  then  when  in 
common  with  real  fathers  they  had  obtained  Prae- 
torflnps  and  provincial  Governments,  theyinftantlv 
difmifled  fuch  as  they  had  occafionalty  adopted 
Hence  thofe  who  were  genuine  fathers,  betook 
themfelves  with  mighty  indignation  to  the  Senate  : 
1  here  they  reprefented  their  own  4  inherent  right 
‘  from  nature,  their  many  toils  and  paternal  cares 
bellowed  in  education  and  rearing,  in  opposition 
to  the  fraud,  felfifh  devices,  and  facility  of  thefe 

*  adoptions  haftily  made,  and  fuddenly  difTolved* 

*  F o  fuch  as  were  childlefs,  it  was  abundant  com- 

*  penfation,  that  with  much  fecurity,  and  exempt 
%  from  all  anxiety  and  charge,  they  could  arrive  at 
‘  public  diflindlion,  and  honours,  and  find  every 
4  advantage  in  the  ftate  eafy  and  open  to  their 
4  wifhes.  f  or  themfelves,  the  preference  enfured 
4  to  them  by  the  law,  and  by  them  tedioufly  ex- 
4  peeled,  vanifhed  in  mockery,  while  every  man 
4  had  it  in  his  option  to  become  a  parent  without 
4  parental  tendernefs  and  folicitude,  and  fatherlefs 
4  again  without  the  lamentation  and  anguifh  of  a 
4  parent,  and  by  the  collufive  ceremony  of  a  mo- 
4  ment,  arrived  at  equal  emoluments  with  natural 

4  fathers,  by  them  fo  long  purfued.’  This  produc¬ 
ed  a  decree  of  Senate,  4  That  in  the  purfuit  of 
4  any  public  employment  whatfoever,  no  feigned 
4  adoptions  fhould  have  influence,  nor  yet  avail  in 
4  claiming  eflates  by  will.’ 

What  followed  was  the  accufation  and  trial  of 
Claud  ius  Timarchus  of  Crete,  who,  befides  other 
excefles  common  to  the  Grandees  of  all  provinces, 
elated  with  overgrown  wealth,  and  thence  wan- 
tonly  prompted  to  domineer  over  their  inferiors,  had 
uttered  an  expreilion,  which  imported  great  fcan- 
dal  and  contumely  upon  the  Senate ;  as  he  had  of¬ 
ten  declared,  that  4  it  lay  in  his  power,  whether  the 

4  proco n fuls 
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*  proconfuls  who  had  obtained  the  government  of 
4  Crete,  fhould  receive  for  their  adminiftration  the 
4  public  thanks an  occaiion  which  Paetus  T  hra- 
fea  fought  to  improve  to  the  benefit  of  the  public ; 
fo  that,  after  he  had  delivered  his  vote,  namely, 
4  That  the  accufed  fhould  be  banifhed  from  Crete*’ 
he  added  the  following  fpeech.  4  It  is  a  truth  con- 
4  firmed  by  experience,  Confcript  Fathers,  that  re- 
4  nowned  laws  and  wholefome  precedents  are  by 
4  upright  patriots  derived  from  the  tranfgrefiions  and 
4  delinquency  of  others :  Thus  was  the  Cincian 
4  law  produced  by  the  licentious  behaviour  of  the 
4  Orators,  the  Julian  ordinances  by  the  caballiugs 
4  and  efforts  of  the  candidates  for  public  prefer- 
4  ments,  and  the  inflitutions  of  Calpurnius  the 
4  Tribune,  by  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  Magistrates. 
4  For  guilt  is  ever  antecedent  to  punifhment,  and 
4  later  than  the  offence-  comes  the  corredlion.  To 
4  quell  therefore  this  frefh  infolence  of  the  Provin- 
4  cials,  let  us  take  meafures  worthy  of  the  good 
4  faith,  worthy  of  the  magnanimity  of  the  Romans, 
4  fuch  as  may  no  wife  infringe  the  protection  due 
4  to  our  confederates,  nor  yet  leave  room  for  any 
4  Roman  to  depend  for  his  eflimation  upon  other 
4  judgment  than  that  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Of 
4  old,  indeed,  not  Prtetors  and  Confuls  only,  and 
4  men  in  office,  were  fent  into  the  Provinces 3  but 
4  private  perfons  in  veiled  with  no  magiflracy,  were 
4  alio  fent,  to  infpedt  the  flate  of  thofe  Provinces 
4  in  genera],  and  to  report  what  they  judged  meet 
4  concerning  the  civil  obfervance  of  every  particu- 
4  lar  3  and  by  the  judgment  of  fingle  infpedtors  na- 
4  tions  were  awed.  But  now  we  court  foreigners, 
4  and  flatter  them  3  and  as  at  the  beck  of  fome  one 
4  of  them  thanks  are  decreed  to  our  Magiftrates, 
4  from  the  fame  motive  too,  but  with  more  facility, 
4  is  their  accufation  decreed  :  Nay,  let  fuch  accufa- 
4  tions  be  ftill  decreed  3  to  the  Provincials  let  there 

4  always 
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*  aI^a7s  continue  a  privilege  of  making,  in  fuck 

<  iuanCc^  an  oftentation  of  their  power;  but  let 
c  eir  iaiie  an(^  gt'oundlefs  applaufe,  their  com- 

<  riendatlolls  extorted  by  importunity  and  prayers, 
c  o  reltrained  with  the  fame  rigour  as  the  efforts 
€  °.  ma^lce5  as  the  ravages  of  cruelty.  Into  hea- 
c  V!fr  (ieiauIts  we  often  fall,  while  we  labour  to 
c  ^?,1SC5  t^an  when  we  are  not  afraid  to  offend. 
f  J  here  are  even  certain  virtues  fubjedl  to  popular 
(  hate,  fuch  as  a  feverity  never  to  be  fhaken,  and 
f  a  fovJ  ^pregnable  againft  all  infinuation  and 
c  oourtlmp.  Hence  the  adminiftration  of  our  Ma- 

ggLrates  abroad,  is  generally  beft  at  the  beo-in- 
c  but  relaxes*  in  the  clofe,  while  in  the  fub- 

<  ni^bvc  manner  of  candidates  for  honours  at  home, 

€  we,  Elicit  favourable  fuffrages  from  the  provin- 

cia* s*  Now  if  this  depraved  cuftom  be  effedlu- 
4  aiv  luppreffed,  the  Provinces  will  be  ruled  with 

<  JLor(:  impartiality,  with  greater  hrmnefs  and  re- 
c  ^°’ution :  F or,  as  by  the  terror  of  the  law  againft 

extortion  and  rapine,  the  force  of  avarice  in  the 
4  gpv  emors  is  broken,  fo  by  abolifhing  the  ufage  of 

*  giving  them  public  thanks,  the  court  by  them 
paid  to  the  Provinces  is  to  bereftrainedP 

Great  was  the  applaufe  and  univerfal  the  aflent, 
that  accompanied  this  proportion  from  Thrafea, 
which  yet  could  not  be  reduced  into  a  decree,  fince 
the  Confuls  infilled  that  the  fame  was  foreign  from 
the  queftion  firft  moved.  But  afterwards,  at  the 
motion  of  the  Prince,  it  was  ordained,  4  That  to 

*  the  general  council  of  the  Provinces  no  man 
fhould  have  leave  to  propofe  a  deputation  to 
the  Senate  for  public  thanks  to  any  Praetorian  or 
rroconlular  Governor  whatfoever ;  and  that  no 

*  man  fhould  be  allowed  to  execute  fuch  a  deputa- 

*  tion/  During  the  fame  Confuls,  the  Athletic 
Academy  was  by  a  blaft  of  lightning  burnt  to 
ruins,  and  in  it  the  brazen  ftatue  of  Nero  melted 

to 
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to  a  fhapelefs  mafs.  In  Campania  too,  the  noble 
city  which  from  Pompey  takes  its  name,  was  in  a 
great  mealure  overturned  by  an  earthquake  ;  and 
this  year  died  Laelia  the  V eilal  virgin,  into  whofe 
place  was  aflumed  Cornelia,  of  the  Coffian  family. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Memmius  Regulus  and  Ver- 
ginius  Rufus,  a  daughter  was  by  Popnasa  born  to 
Nero,  and  Piled  him  with  more  than  mortal  joy, 
infomuch,  that  he  named  her  Augujia ,  and  upon 
Poppsea  conferred  the  fame  title.  The  place  of  her 
birth  was  the  Colony  of  Antium,  where  he  him- 
felf  was  born.  The  Senate  had  before  folemnly 
recommended  to  the  Gods  the  pregnant  womb  of 
Poppaea,  and  for  her  delivery,  undertaken  pub¬ 
lic  vows  :  Now  many  more  were  added,  and  the 
whole  amply  fulfilled.  Days  of 'devotion,  and  pro- 
ceffions  were  alio  fubjoined  :  a  Temple  was  decreed 
to  c  Fecundity,  with  Athletic  fports  in  imitation  of 
4  thofe  which  were  peculiar  to  Antium  ;  moreover, 

6  that  in  the  throne  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus  fhould 
€  be  placed  golden  images  of  the  Fortunes  ;  and 
c  that  at  Antium,  in  honour  to  the  Claudian  and 
6  Domitian  families,  Circenfian  games  fhould  be 
‘  celebrated,  as  at  the  fuburbs  Bovillae  they  were 
*  in  diftinction  to  the  Julian  race.5  But  all  thefe 
proved  fleeting  memorials  ;  for  within  four  months 
the  infant  expired  :  From  whence  arofe  frefh  Tallies 
of  flattery  ;  lince  deification  was  voted  to  her,  with 
4  divine  worfhip,  a  tabernacle,  chapel,  and  prieftP 
For  the  Emperor,  as  he  had  rejoiced,  fo  he  for- 
rowed,  beyond  all  meafure.  It  was  a  particular 
univerfally  obferved,  that  when  juft  upon  the  deli¬ 
very  of  Poppaea,  the  Senate  in  a  body  flocked  with 
congratulations  to  Antium,  Thrafea  was  by  Nero 
reftrained  from  accompanying  them ;  a  contumely 
which,  though  it  foreboded  his  impending  deftruc- 
tion,  he  yet  received  with  a  fpirit  perfectly  undif- 
mayed.  It  was  reported  that  Nero  afterwards  vaunt¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  Seneca  his  own  clemency  and  reconciliation 
to  Fhrafea,  and  that  to  Nero  in  return  Seneca  ex~ 
Prefled  his  gladnefs  and  thanks.  Hence  frefh  glory 
accrued  to  theie  illuftrious  patriots,  and  by  it  hfp-her 
obnoxioufnefs  and  danger. 

t  during  thefe  tranfa&ions,  there  arrived  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  fpring,  Embafladors  from  the  Parthians, 
charged  with  overtures  from  Vologefes  their  King, 
and  with  letters  in  the  fame  flrain,  that  he  now  vo¬ 
luntarily  relinquished  4  all  his  former  meafures  fo  of¬ 
ten  conteflcd,  about  the  enjoyment  ot  Armenia, 
fince  the  Cods,  thou gn  they  were  the  iovereign 
c  arbitrator  between  potent  ftates,  and  had  yield- 
4  ed  the  pofleflion  ot  it  to  the  Parthians,  yet  fo 
4  yielded  it,  that  thence  ignominy  devolved  upon 
4  the  Romans.  He  had  lately  held  Tigranes  block- 
4  ed  up  in  a  fiege,  then  Psetus  and  the  Legions  ; 

4  and  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  deftroyed 
4  them,  it  was  his  choice  to  difmils  them  unhurt. 

4  He  had  fufficiently  difplayed  his  forces  and  might, 

4  and  exhibited  too  a  glaring  proof  of  his  modera- 
4  tion.  Neither  would  his  brother  Tiridates  re- 
4  fufe  coming  to  Rome,  there  to  receive  the  Ar- 
4  menian  diadem  ;  but  that  as  he  was  a  Magian, 

4  the  character  of  his  Priefthood  with -held  him  : 

4  He  was  ready,  however,  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the 
4  Roman  Enfigns,  and  to  the  images  of  Ckefar, 

4  and  there,  in  prefence  of  the  Legions,  receive 
4  the  folemn  inveftiture  of  the  Kingdom. ’ 

When  thefe  letters  of  Vologefes  were  read,  fo 
oppofite  to  the  account  tranfmitted  by  Paetus,  as 
if  things  remained  entirely  in  the  fame  Situation ■, 
the  Centurion,  who  had  arrived  with  the  Embafla- 
dors,  was  asked,  4  In  what  condition  flood  the 
4  Kingdom  of  Armenia  r’  he  anfwered,  that  4  all 
4  the  Romans  were  to  a  man  withdrawn  from 
6  thence  and  as  hence  was  underflood  the  fcorn 
offered  by  the  Barbarians,  thus  fuing  for  a  country 

which 
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which  they  had  already  feized,  Nero  held  a  con- 
iul cation  with  the  principal  Grandees,  whether  to 
engage  in  a  perilous  war,  or  prefer  an  infamous 
peace  ;  nor  was  there  any  hefitation  in  refolving 
upon  war  ;  and  to  Corbulo,  who  by  the  experience 
of  fo  many  years,  knew  both  the  foldiery  and  the 
enemy,  the  fupreme  command  was  committed,  left 
through  the  temerity  and  unskilfulnefs  of  any  other, 
more  faults  and  di  {grace  might  be  incurred  ;  for, 
of  P ret  us  and  his  conduct  they  were  forely  afharned. 
The  Emhafladorswere  therefore  difmifled  unfuccefs- 
ful,  but  diftinguifhed  with  prefents,  thence  to  raife 
hopes  that,  were  Tiridatcs  to  bring  his  own  fup- 
plications,  he  would  not  fupplicate  in  vain.  To 
Seftius  was  given  the  adminiftration  of  Syria,  and 
to  Corbulo  were  granted  all  the  military  forces 
there,  which  were  alfo  increafed  by  the  addition  of 
the  fifteenth  Legion,  led  by  Marius  Celfus,  from 
Pannonia.  Directions  were  like  wife  written  to  the 
Kings  and  Tetrarchs  in  the  Eaft,  to  the  Deputies 
and  Superintendents,  and  to  the  feveral  Propraetors 
who  ruled  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  4  to  pay  en- 
c  tire  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Corbulo,’  who 
was  thus  t rutted  with  much  the  fame  extenfive 
authority,  which  the  Roman  people  had  conferred 
upon  Pompey  in  his  expedition  againft  the  Pirates. 
Upon  the  return  of  Paetus  to  Rome,  while  he  was 
dreading  a  more  rigorous  treatment,  Nero  deemed 
it  fufticient  to  lafli  him  with  railleries  in  this  man¬ 
ner  ;  ‘  I  pardon  you,  faid  he,  inftantly,  left,  with 
4  that  ftrange  propenfity  to  fear,  you  might  pine 
*  away,  were  your  anxiety  ever  fo  little  protraefted.* 
Now  when  Corbulo  had  removed  into  Syria  the 
fourth  and  twelfth  Legions,  which,  from  the  lofs 
of  all  their  braveft  men,  and  the  confternation  of 
the  reft,  were  judged  little  qualified  for  feats  of 
war;  he  drew  from  that  Province  the  fixth  Legion 
and  the  third,  a  body  of  men  frefh  and  undiminifhed, 

hardened 
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hardened  by  variety  of  military  toils,  and  accuftom- 
ed  to  profperous  exploits,  and  led  them  to  Armenia. 
To  them  he  added  the  filth,  which  heimor  quartered 
111  Pontus  had  efcaped  the  late  defeat.  JVlorcover, 
the  foldiers  of  the  fifteenth  Legion  lately  arrived, 
and  fome  chofen  bands  from  Illyrium  and  -/Egypt, 
with  all  the  auxiliary  troops  of  horle  and  companies 
of  foot,  as  alio  the  luccours  from  the  confederate 
Kings,  were  drawn  together  at  Mehtene,  as  from 
thence  he  had  concerted  their  pafiing  the  Euphrates, 
He  then  purified  the  army  by  the  ufual  folemnity 
oi  Luff  ration,  and  in  a  (fated  afiembly  animated 
them  with  a  fpeech  :  In  it  he  made  a  glorious  dif- 
play  ‘  of  the  aufpicious  (way  and  invincible  fortune 

*  °f  Csefar  ;  of  the  fignal  exploits  by  himfelf  at- 
c  chieveci ;  and  upon  the  fimple  condudt  of  Psetus 
he  call  4'  whatever  contumelies  or  dilaffers  had  been 
4  luifained.  i  hefe  trfings  he  delivered  with  great 
fpirit  and  authority,  which,  in  a  military  man  like 
hirn,  carried  all  the  force  of  eloquence. 

He  took  next  the  fame  rout  which  of  old  was 
palled  by  Lucullus,  having  removed  whatever  im¬ 
pediments,  in  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  had  clofed 
up  the  way  :  Neither  did  he  difcountenance  the  Em- 
bafladors,  who  were  approaching  from  Tiridates 
and  Vologefes,  with  overtures  of  peace;  but,  to 
confer  v/ith  them,  appointed  certain  Centurions, 
whom  he  furnifihed  with  inftrudtions  no  wife  harfh  ; 
namely,  c  That  as  yet  the  conteR  was  not  rifen 
c  to  fuch  height  as  that  nothing  could  determine 
c  it,  but  the  decifion  of  the  fword.  The  Roman 
c'  arms  had  in  many  inftances  been  profperous,  in 
c  fome  the  Parthian ;  whence  a  lefTon  might  be 
c  drawn  agai nil  arrogance  and  prefumption  in  either. 

‘  It  moreover  concerned  the  intereft  of  Tiridates  to 

*  pofiefs  a  Kingdom  untouched  by  the  ravages  of 
c  war,  by  accepting  it  as  the  gift  of  the  Romans  : 

€  more  fubRantially  too  would  Vologefes  Rudy  the 
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advantage  of  the  people  of  Parthia  by  an  allianc6 
with  the  Romans,  than  by  involving  both  in  mu¬ 
tual  damages  and  mifchief.  It  was  well  known 
what  terrible  revolts  were  then  rending  the  bowels 
Oi  hio  Monarchy,  as  alio  what  fierce  and  unruly 
nations  he  governed.  To  the  Roman  Emperor, 
011  the  contrary,  there  continued  in  all  his  domi¬ 
nions  a  1  ready  peace,  and  only  the  weight  of  that 
hngle  war.’  To  enforce  his  reafoning,  he  imme¬ 
diately^  fubjoined  the  terrors,  of  the  fword,  drove 
froiii  then  teats  the  Grandees  of  Armenia,  who 
were  the  firft  revolters  from  us,  razed  their  caftles, 
and  filled  with  equal  difmay  the  inhabitants  of  the 

mountains  and  thofe  of  the  vales,  the  warriors,  and 
the  un warlike. 

"Idle  name  of  Corbulo  was  held  in  no  diftafte, 
muen  Ids  in  hofhle  hate,  even  amongif  the  Barba- 
nans  ;  nence  they  believed  his  counfel  worthy  to  be 
trailed.  Vologefes,  therefore,  who  was  never  vio- 
ent  'or  a  general  war  with  the  Romans,  now  fought*’ 
a  truce  for  certain  of  liis  Governments.  Tiridales 
demanded  a  day  and  place  for  a  conference  ;  and 
a  tune  near  at  hand  was  appointed  :  For  the  place 
as  the  Barbarians  chofe  that  where  they  had  lately 
beneged  Paetus  and  the  Legions,  from  a  fond  re¬ 
membrance  of  their  more  propitious  achievements 
tnere,  the  lame  was  not  declined  by  Corbulo 
tnat  from  the  different  face  of  his  own  fortune' 
his  glory  might  be  augmented.  Yet  neither  buffered 
he  tne  diigrace  of  Paetus  there  to  be  blackened  with 
any  frelh  reproach;  a  tendernefs  chiefly  manifeft 
from  hence,  that  he  ordered  the  fon  of  Pstus,  one 
oi  his  own  1  nbunes,  to  rnarcli  at  the  head  of  fome 
companies  and  commit  to  fepulchres  the  ghoftJv  re¬ 
mains  of  that  unfortunate  field.  Upon  the  day  fti- 
puiated,  1 , benus  Alexander  an  illuftrious  Roman 
vmgm,  one  lent  with  Corbulo  as  an  affiftant  and 
inipector,  m  the  meafures  of  the  war,  and  with 
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him,  Vivianus  Annius,  fon-in-law  to  Corbulo,  one 
under  the  age  of  a  Senator,  but  fet  over  the  fifth  Le¬ 
gion  in  the  room  of  its  own  Commander,  entered  to¬ 
gether  into  the  camp  of  Tiridates,  as  a  compliment 
of  honour,  and  that,  poffeffed  of  fuch  hoffages,  he 
might  fear  no  guile.  Then  the  King  and  the  Ge¬ 
neral  took  each  twenty  horfe  and  proceeded  to  the 
interview.  At  the  fight  of  Corbulo,  the  King 
leaped  fftft  from  his  horfe,  nor  was  Corbulo  flow 
to  return  the  courtefy,  and  both,  on  foot,  inter¬ 
changed  their  right  hands. 

Thence  the  Roman  Captain  proceeded  to  applaud 
the  youngPrince,  c  that,  renouncing  all  defperate  mea~ 
«  fures,  he  had  adopted  fuch  as  werewholfome  and  fe- 

<  cure.5  Tiridates,  after  a  iongdifplay  c  of  the  fplen- 
4  dor  of  his  race,5  purfued  the  reft  of  his  difcourfe 
with  fufEcient  modefty  and  condefcenfion ;  ‘That 

*  he  would  travel  to  Rome  and  prefent  a  new  fubjedl 

<  of  glory  to  Caefar,  a  Prince  of  the  Arfacides  his  fup- 
«  plicant,  at  a  feafon  when  no  public  diftrefs  impaired 

*  the  affairs  of  Parthia.5  It  was  then  agreed  that  before 
the  image  of  C<efar  he  fhould  reftgn  the  Royai 
Diadem,  never  to  refume  it  more,  except  from  the 
hand  of  Nero;  thus  ended  the  conference  with  a 
mutual  kifs.  Then  after  an  interval  of  a  few  days, 
the  two  armies  met  with  mighty  pomp  and  oftenta- 
tion  on  both  Tides.  *1  here  flood  the  Parthian  horfe, 
ranged  into  troops,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  ft  and - 
ards  of  their  feveral  nations  ;  here  were  polled. the 
battalions  of  the  Legions,  their  Eagles  glittering, 
their  Enfigns  difplayed,  with  the  figures  of  the  dei¬ 
fied  Emperors  exhibited  like  Deities  in  a  Temple. 
In  the  center  was  placed  a  tribunal,  which  fupported 
a  chair  of  ftate,  as  did  the  chair  a  ftatue  of  Nero  . 
To  this  Tiridates  approached,  and  having,  accord¬ 
ing  to  form,  (lain  certain  vidftims,  pulled  the  Diadem 

from  his  head  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of  the  Statue. 

Great 
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Great  upon  this  occallon  were  the  emotions  in  the 
minds  ot  all  men  ;  and  the  greater  as  they  had  flill 
before  their  eyes  the  late  overthrow,  at  leaft  the 
late  liege  of  the  Roman  armies  :  6  But  now,  in- 
c  tirely  inverted  were  the  operations  of  fortune ; 

Tiridates  was  departing  tor  Rome,  expofed  as  a 

fpecfacle  to  the  nations,  under  a  character  how 
4  little  below  that  of  a  captive?’ 

Corbulo,  to  all  his  glory,  added  adlions  of  com- 
plaifance  and  a  fumptuous  banquet  \  during  which 
the  King,  as  often  as  any  ufage  of  ours, &new  to 
him,  occurred,  was  afliduous  to  know  what  the 
fame  might  mean  ;  why  a  Centurion  advertifed  the 
General,  when  the  watch  was  firft  fet  ?  why,  when 
meals  were  ended  the  trumpet  founded  ?  why  the 
aU'w!  upon  the  altar  reared  before  the  Augural  port, 
was  kindled  with  a  torch  ?  all  which  Corbulo  ex¬ 
plained,  and  heightening  all  beyond  juft  bounds, 
itruck  him  with  admiration  of  the  ancient  iniKtu- 
fions  or  the  Romans.  I  he  next  day,  Tiridates 
be! ought  <  fo  much  time,  before  he  undertook  fo 
6  long  a  journey,  as  might  fuffice  to  vifit  his  brothers 
c  and  his  mother and,  for  an  hoftage,  delivered 

up  his  daughter,  and  writ  a  fupplicant  letter  to 
Nero. 

Thus  he  departed,  and  found  Pacorus  in  Media, 
and  at  Ecbatana  Vologefes,  who,  in  truth,  was  far 
Irom  negleding  the  concerns  of  this  his  brother: 
r  or,  by  a  fpecial  embaflyhe  had  defired  of  Corbulo 
‘  That  "Kiri dates  might  bear  no  vifible  femblance 

of  fl  a  very  ;  nor  be  obliged  to  furrender  his  fword* 

!  nor  be  debarred  from  the  diftinaion  of  embracing 
\  the.  Gove™ors  of  Provinces  ;  nor  hand  waiting 

at  their  gates  for  admittance;  and,  thatinPvome3 

the  fame  honour  fhould  be  paid  him  as  to  the  Con- 

\  fuIs  ^as  Pajd-’  ^  truth,  that  Prince,  inured  to 
uie  pride  which  prevails  among  foreigners,  was  a 
Granger  to  the  maxims  of  us  Romans,  who  Rudy 
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the  energy  of  Empire,  and  overlook  the  fhadows 
and  empty  forms. 

The  lame  year,  Caefar  conferred  upon  thofe  na¬ 
tions  of  the  Alps  who  inhabit  the  lea  coaft,  the 
rights  and  immunities  of  Latiuin  :  To  the  Roman 
Knights  he  afligned  places  in  the  Circus  before  the 
feats  of  the  populace  ;  for,  till  that  time  they  fat 


there  without  difcrimmation,  as  the  fandtions  of 


the  Rofcian  law  were  only  confined  to  the  fourteen  * 
rows  hi  the  Theatre.  On  this  year  too  was  exhi¬ 
bited  a  combat  of  Gladiators  equally  magnificent 
with  the  former  ;  but  many  Ladies  cf  illufiricus 
quality,  and  many  Senators,  by  entering  the  lifts, 


infameufiy  flained  themielves. 

In  the  Confiilfhip  of  Caius  Lccanius  and  Marcus 
Licinius,  Nero  became  eveiy  day  more  tranfported 
with  a  paffion  for  mounting  the  public  flage,  and 


entertaining  the  prolnifcuous  multitude  :  For  hitherto 
he  had  only  fung  in  the  affemblies  entituled  'Ju.'ve- 
nalia ,  which  were  retrained  to  particular  houfes  and 


gardens  ;  places  which  he  defpifed,  as  not  fufficicntly 
celebrated,  and  too  confined  for  a  A'oice  fo  fignal  as 
his.  At  Rome,  however,  he  dared  not  to  begin, 
but  chofe  Naples,  the  fame  being  a  Greek  city, 
1  where  having  made  his  firff  eflay,  he  would  pafs 
«  thence  over  to  Greece,  and  there  having,  by  vic- 

*  tory  in  long.,  gained  the  prize-crowns,  ever  fo 
c  highly  renowned  and  held  facred  of  old,  he  could 
‘  not  fail  of  attracting,  with  heightened  applaufe, 

*  the  hearts  of  the  Roman  citizens/’  To  this  enter¬ 
tainment  crowded  all  the  rabble  of  Neapolitans, 
with  numbers  from  the  neighbouring  cities  and  co¬ 
lonies,  excited  by  the  rumour  and  curiofity  of  the 
fpebtacle ;  befides  fucli  as  followed  the  Emperor, 
either  in  compliment  to  him,  or  about  private  affairs 
cf  their  own  :  Nay,  with  thefe  entered  feveral  bands 
of  foldiers,  and  all  together  thronged  the  1  heatre. ; 

..  where  an  accident  befel,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 

many, 
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many,  v/as  fad  and  prefaging ;  but  with  Nero  it 
pafTed  for  a  providential  event,  and  betokened  the 
tutelage  of  his  guardian  Deities  :  The  Theatre, 
when  the  audience  who  filled  it  were  retired,  tum¬ 
bled  to  the  ground,  but  as  not  afoul  was  in  it,  none 
were  nurt  by  its  rums.  For  this  deliverance  Nero 
celebrated  tne  benignity  oi  the  Crods  in  longs  of 
tnanldgiving  purpcfciy  compofed,  as  alfo  the  ftory 
and  deicription  of  the  recent  contingency.  Then  hi 
nis  rout  to  pafs  the  Adriatic,  he  relied  a  while  at 
Beneventum,  wnere  by  Vatmius  was  prefented  a 
fplendid  Ihew  of  Gladiators,  f  his  Vatiniuswas  one 
of  the  many  baleful  monllers  that  haunted  the  court, 
and  one  of  the  foremofl,  originally  bred  in  a  fhoe- 
nia-cer  s  flail,  in  his  perfon  hideous  and  di (lor ted, 
add  idled  to  (heering  and  drollery,  and  at  firft  ad¬ 
mitted  meiely  as  a  burFoon  ,  tnencc,  by  lyinp'  accu¬ 
sations  again!!  every  worthy  man,  he  had  arrived  to 
fuch  hign  coniiuci  aiion,  that  in  favour,  in  oprulence, 
anu  in  power  to  injure  and  deftroy,  he  even  furpaf- 
fed  the  other  implements  of  mifehief. 

Neio,  during  the  courfe  of  this  lol enmity,  thouqdi 
he  attended  it  aidduoully,  forbore  not  however, 
even  in  the  midll  of  his  diverfion  and  pleafures,  to 
Pur  hie  feats  of  blood ;  lince,  in  thole  very  days  of 
feflivity,  Torquatus  Silanus  was  forced  to  die,  for 
tnat,  bolides  the  ancient  fplendor  of  the  Junian  fa¬ 
mily,  he  was  great  grandfon  to  the  deified  Auguflus. 
Again  ft  him  the  acculers  had  orders  to  obje&i  4  Ids 
4  great  prodigality  and  bounties  ;  and  that  other 
1  vjource  and  views  he  had  none  remaining,  live 
only  in  a  public  revolution..  Nay,  already  he 
icept  about  him  men  with  the  ilile  of  principal 
Secretaries,  of  Chancellors,  of  Tre  a  hirers,  names 
and  offices  of  imperial  grandeur,  which  he  thus 

alpired  to,  and  even  personated.'  Immediately,. 

ail  his  freedmen,  in  any  degree  of  intimaev  with 
their  maker,  were  caft  into  bonds,  and  hurried  to 
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the  dungeon.  Torquatus,  feeing  his  impending 
condemnation,  opened  the  veins  of  both  his  arms, 
and  expired ;  an  event  which  was  followed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  cullom,  with  a  fpeech  from  Nero ;  4  That 
4  however  guilty  the  criminal  had  been,  howjuftly 
4  foever  he  had  defpaired  of  acquitting  himfelf  by 
4  any  defence,  his  life  had  flill  been  fpared  had  he 
4  (laid  for  the  clemency  of  his  Judge/ 

Nero  having  deferred  his  voyage  to  Greece,  for 
reafons  which  were  not  known,  foon  after  re-vifited 
Rome,  his  head  bufied  with  many  imaginations, 
all  fmothered  at  firft,  about  (hewing  himfelf  to  the 
Provinces  in  the  eatf,  especially  to  iEgypt :  At  lafl 
this  projed!  became  the  fubject  of  a  public  eaidf.  In 
it  he  declared,  that  6  his  abfence  would  not  be  of 
4  long  continuance,  and  the  Common-wealth,  in 
4  all  its  parts,  would  continue  the  while  in  the  fame 
4  perfect  quiet  and  profpenty  /  then  for  the  fuccefs 
of  that  journey,  he  betook  himfelf  in  devotion  to 
the  Capitol.  While  he  was  there,  paying  his  ob¬ 
lations  to  the  feveral  Deities,  as  he  entered  among!! 
others,  into  the  Temple  of  Vefta,  he  became  feized 
with  a  fudden  and  prevailing  horror,  which  (hook 
him  in  every  joint ;  whether  the  awe  of  the  God- 
defs  (truck  him  with  difmay  or  whether,  from  the 
remembrance  of  his  foulnefs  and  crimes,  he  was 
ever  haunted  by  terrors,  it  is  certain  that  he  drop- 
ed  his  projed!,  making  many  affeverations,  4  That 
4  lighter  with  him  were  all  his  purfuits  than  his 
4  pafhon  for  his  Country  :  He  had  feen  the  forrow- 
4  ful  looks  of  the  Roman  citizens,  he  (fill  heard 
4  their  fecret  complainings,  that  he  would  venture 
4  upon  fuch  mighty  travels,  w7hen  in  truth,  they 
4  could  never  bear  even  his  fhorteft  excurfions  from 
4  Rome ;  as  they  were  accuifomed  to  be  revived 
4  under  all  difafters,  by  the  joyful  fight  of  the 
4  Prince.  Plence  it  was  that  as  in  private  confan- 
4  guinities  and  friendfhip,  deareft  in  affedtion  were 
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the  neareft  in  blood.  To  over  himfelf  above  all 
coniiderations  availed  that  of  the  Roman  people  j 
€  and  when  they  would  thus  retain  him,  it  behoved 
4  him  to  obey.’  Thefe  and  the  like  declarations  of 
his  were  well  pleafing  to  the  populace,  from  their 
propenfity  to  the  revels  and  diverffons,  and  from 
another  motive  ever  the  mod:  prevalent  of  all,  the 
fcarcity  of  provifions  apprehended  in  his  ab fence. 
The  Senate  and  Grandees  were  in  fufpence  whether 
he  were  to  be  efteemed  a  more  raging  tyrant  at 
Rome,  or  remote  from  Rome  ;  and  thence,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  genius  of  all  great  and  affecting  fears, 
they  believed  what  happened,  to  be  the  word:  that 
could  happen. 

Nero  himfelf,  in  order  to  gain  a  reputation  of 
delighting,  above  all  places,  in  Rome,  banquetted 
frequently  in  the  public  places,  and  great  fquares, 
and  ufed  the  whole  city  as  his  own  houfe.  But,  as 
particularly  fignal  for  luxury  and  popular  obferva- 
tion,  was  the  feaff  prepared  by  Tigellinus ;  I  fhall 
here,  for  an  example,  recount  its  order  and  date, 
that  henceforth  I  may  not  be  obliged  to  a  frequent- 
recital  of  the  like  enormous  prodigalities.  For  this 
purpofe,  he  built,  in  the  lake  of  Agrippa,  a  large 
veffel  which  contained  the  banquet,  and  was  itfelf 
drawn  by  other  veffels  with  oars  :  The  veffels  were 
embellifhed  with  diverfided  ornaments  of  gold  and 
ivory,  and  rowed  by  bands  of  Pathics,  ranged  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  feniority  and  pre-eminence  in  the 
fcience  of  unnatural  proftitutions.  .From  divers 
regions  he  had  procured  variety  of  wild-fowl,  and 
wild  beads  for  venifon,  with  fea-fi(h  as  far  as  the 
O  cean.  Upon  the  borders  and  angles  of  the  lake 
Rood  brothels  filled  with  Ladies  of  illuftrious  rank  : 
Over-againff  them  profeffed  harlots  were  expofed, 
completely  naked.  Now  every- where,  were  be¬ 
held  obfeene  poffures  and  agitations  ;  and  as  foon  as 
darkneis  fpread,  all  the  neighbouring  groves  and 
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circumjacent  dwellings,  mounded  to  each  other 
with  the  joyful  fymphony  of  mafic  and  fongs,  and 
appeared  ail  illuminated  with  a  blaze  of  lights.  For 
Fieio  s  part,  he  wallowed  in  all  forts  of  defilements, 
natural  and  unnatural.  He,  in  truth,  had  then 
left  no  kind  of  abomination  untried,  which  could 
ferve  to  finifli  his  vilenefs,  had  he  not,  in  a  few' 
days  atter,  perfonated  a  woman,  and  been  given 
in  marriage,  with  all  the  forms  and  folemnity  of 
genuine  nuptials,  to  one  of  this  contaminated  herd, 
a  Pathic  named  Pythagoras  :  Over  the  Roman  Em¬ 
peror,  as  over  a  bride,  was  caft  the  (acred  nuptial 
veil ;  the  Augurs  were  feen  in  form  folemnizing  the 
elpoufals,  the  portion  of  the  bride  was  openly  paid, 
the  bridal  bed  difplayed,  the  nuptial  torches  kind¬ 
led,  and,  in  fine,  to  view  was  expofed  whatever, 
even  in  natural  commerce  with  women,  is  buried 
under  the  fhades  of  night. 

I  here  followed  a  dreadful  calamity,  but  whether 
merely  fortuitous,  or  by  the  execrable  contrivance 
of  the  Prince,  is  not  determined ;  for  both  are  by 
authors  aiTerted  :  But  of  all  the  evils  which  ever  be- 
fel  this  city  by  the  rage  of  fire,  this  was  the  moll 
deftrudive  and  tragical.  It  arofe  in  that  part  of  the 
Circus,  which  is  contiguous  to  mount  Palatine  and 
mount  Coelius,  where  beginning  amongft  (hops,  in 
which  were  kept  fuch  goods  as  are  proper  to  feed 
the  fury  of  fire,  it  grew  inflantly  outragious  ;  and 
being  alfo  aided  by  frefli  force  from  the  wind,  it 
devoured  the  whole  extent  of  the  Circus.  For  nei- 
ther  were  particular  houfes  lecured  by  any  enclo- 
iures,  nor  the  Temples  by  their  walls,  and  it  had 
nothing  to  encounter  capable  of  obflructing  its  vio¬ 
lence  ;  but  the  flame  spreading  every  way,  with 
terrible  impetuofity,  invaded  firft  the  flat  regions  of 
the  city,  then  mounted  to  the  higher,  and  again 
ravaging  the  lower,  fuch  was  its  amazing  velocity 
as  to  frullrate  all  relief,  and  its  havock  was  felt  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  any  meafures  to  oppofe  it  could  be  tried.  Bc- 
irJes,  the  city  was  obnoxious  to  conflagrations  from 
the  difpofition  of  its*  building,  with  long  narrow  al¬ 
lies,  winding  like  labyrinths  to  and  fro,  and  ftreets 
void  of  all  regularity,  as  was  the  fafhion  of  old 
Rome.  Add  to  all  this,  the  fhrieks  and  wailings 
of  women  under  woe  and  difmay,  the  helplefs  con¬ 
dition  of  the  young  and  tender,  that  of  the  aged  and 
infirm,  with  the  confufion  of  fuch  as  drove  only  to 
provide  for  themfelves,  interfering  with  thofe  who 
laboured  to  aflid  others,  t-hefe  dragging  the  weak 
and  unweildy,  thofe  waiting  for  the  like  help  ;  fome 
rufming,  others  lingering.  From  all  which  various 
efforts  there  arofe  only  mutual  interruption,  and 
univerfal  embarraffment  j  and  while  they  chiefly 
regarded  the  danger  that  pur  died  them  behind,  they 
often  found  themfelves  fuddenly  befet  before,  and 
on  every  fide  ]  or  if  they  had  fird  efcaped  into  the 
quarters  adjoining,  thefe  too  were  already  feized  by 
the  devouring  flames  ;  even  the  parts  which  they 
believed  quite  remote  and  exempt,  were  difcovered 
to  be  under  the  fame  affedling  calamity.  At  lad, 
utterly  perplexed  what  they  had  bed  fhun,  or  where 
to  feek  fandluary,  they  filled  with  their  multitude 
the  dreets  and  ways,  and  lay  along  in  the  open 
fields.  Some  there  were  who,  in  defpair  for  the  lofs 
of  their  whole  fubdance,  and  even  bereft  of  daily 
fuflenance,  others  who  through  tendernefs  for  their 
relations,  whom  ihey  had  not  been  able  to  fnatcfi 
from  the  flames,  differed  themfelves  to  perifh  in 
them,  though  they  had  full  fcope  and  opportunity 
to  efcape.  Neither  durd  any  man  offer  to  marr  the 
progrefs  of  the  fire  :  Such  were  the  repeated  mena¬ 
ces  of  many  who  openly  forbid  all  attempts  to  ex- 
tinguidi  it ,  and  as  there  were  others  who,  in  the 
face  of  the  public,  heightened  it  by  volleys  of 
lighted  firebrands,  with  loud  declarations,  4  that 
;  v  they  had  one  to  authorize  them  /  whether  it  were 
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a  device  for  the  more  licentious  exercife  of  plun¬ 
der,  cr  whether  in  reality  they  had  fuch  orders. 

Nero  was  at  that  juncture  fojourning  at  Antium, 
but  never  offered  to  return  to  the  city,  till  he  heard 
that  the  fire  was  advancing  to  that  quarter  of  his 
houfe  which  filled  the  fpace  between  the  Palace  and 
the  Gardens  of  Maecenas  :  Nor,  even  upon  his  ar¬ 
rival,  could  its  rage  be  (laid,  but,  in  fpight  of  op- 
pofition,  it  devoured  houfes  and  palace,  and  every 
thing  round  about.  For  the  relief,  however,  of 
the  forlorn  people,  thus  vagabond  and  bereft  of 
their  dwellings,  he  laid  open  the  field  of  Mars  and 
all  the  great  edifices  eredted  by  Agrippa,  and  call¬ 
ed  his  monuments ;  he  even  prefented  them  the 
ufe  of  his  own  Gardens.  He  likewife  reared  hafly 
tabernacles,  for  the  reception  of  the  deflitute  mul¬ 
titude  :  from  Oflia  too  and  the  neighbouring  cities, 
by  his  orders,  were  brought  all  forts  of  houfhold 
implements  and  neceflaries  ;  and  the  price  of  grain 
reduced  to  three  feflerces  the  meafure.  All  which 
bounties  of  his,  however  popular,  were  bellowed 
in  vain,  without  any  gratitude  returned ;  becaufe 
a  rumour  had  down  abroad,  4  That,  during  the 
5  very  time  when  Rome  was  under  the  fury  of  con- 
i  fuming  flames,  he  entered  his  domeftic  Theatre, 
*  and  chanted  the  dellrudfion  of  Troy,  likening  the 
1  prefent  defolation  to  the  tragical  calamities  of 
4  antiquity.5 

At  length,  on  the  fixth  day,  the  conflagration 
Was  flayed,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Efquiline,  by  le¬ 
velling  with  the  ground  an  infinite  number  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  making  a  mighty  void  3  fo  that  the  raging 
devaflation  hitherto  uninterrupted,"  might  find  no¬ 
thing  to  encounter  but  open  fields  and  empty  air. 
Scarce  had  the  late  conffernation  ceafed,  when  a 
new  and  no  trivial  alarm  recurred  ;  for  the  fire  broke 
£Ut  with  frefti  outrage,  but  in  places  more  wide 
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and  fpacious  ;  hence  fewer  lives  were  deftroyed  : 
But*  more  Temples  were  here  overthrown,  and 
more  fumptuous  Porticos,  fuch  as  were  appropri¬ 
ated  to  public  diverfion  and  feftivity.  This  confla¬ 
gration  too  was  fubjeH  to  the  greater  meafure  of 
infamy,  for  that  it  rofe  in  the  pofteftions  of  Tigelli- 
nus,  in  the  Amylian  fields;  whence  it  was  conjec¬ 
tured,  that  Nero  was  thus  aiming  at  the  glory 
of  building  a  new  city,  and  calling  it  by  his  name. 
For,  of  the  fourteen  quarters  into  which  Rome  is 
divided,  four  were  {fill  (landing  entire,  three  lay  in 
utter  ruins;  and,  in  the  feven  others,  three  remained 
only  here  and  there  a  few  fhadows  of  houfes,  mife- 
rably  Chattered  and  half  confumed. 

Eafy  it  were  not  to  recount  the  number  of  the 
houfes,  fquares,  palaces,  and  temples  which  were 
loft  :  But  foremoft  in  antiquity  and  primitive  rites, 
were  the  following  edifices,  that  dedicated  by  Ser- 
vius  Tullius  to  the  Moon  ;  the  Temple  and  great 
Altar  confecrated  by  Evander  the  Arcadian  to  Her¬ 
cules  then  a  living  Deity,  and  prefent  in  perfon  ; 
the  Cnapel  vowed  by  Romulus  to  Jupiter  the  Stayer  ; 
the  Court  ofNuma,  with  the  Temple  of  Vefta,  and 
in  it  the  tutelar  Gods  peculiar  to  the  Romans  ;  all 
now  confumed  to  ruins0  In  the  fame  fate  were  in¬ 
volved  the  treasures  acquired  and  accumulated  by  fo 
many  victories  ;  the  beautiful  productions  of  Greek 
artifts,  ancient  writings  of  celebrated  Authors,  and 
till  then  preferved  perfectly  intire,  which,  though 
many  of  them  were  ftill  remembered  by  aged  men, 
yet  even  upon  the  reftoration  of  the  city  with  fuch 
mighty  luftre  and  embellifhments,  could  never  be 
retrieved  nor  fupplied.  There  were  thofe  who  ob- 
ferved,  that  on  the  eighteenth  of  July  the  fire  b$~ 
gan,  the  fame  day  on  which  the  Gauls,  called  Se- 
nones,  having  taken  and  fpoiled  the  city,,  burnt  it 
to  the  ground ;  Others  were  fo  curious  in  their  cal-* 
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culatlon,  as  to  reckon  the  iuft  number  of  years, 
months  and  days  between  he  two  conflagrations.^ 
For  the  reft;  Nero  appiopriat  :d  to  himfelf  the 


ruins  of  his  native  country,  and  upon  them  founded 


a  palace,  one  where  profufion  of  gold  and  precious 
ftones,  railed  not  the  chief  admiration  ;  lince  theie 
were  ftale  and  ufual  ornaments,  fuch  as  from  dif- 
fufive  luxury  were  become  long  common  :  But  the 
principal  furprize  arofe  from  the  fpacious  glades, 
and  large  artificial  lakes.  In  imitation  of  vaft  wild - 
erneftes,  here  flood  thick  woods  and  (hades  ;  there 
lay  ample  lawns,  avenues,  and  open  views.  The 
projectors  and  comptrollers  of  this  plan,  were  Se¬ 
ver  us  and  Celer,  two  men  of  fuch  temerity  andem- 
terprizing  talents,  as  to  attempt  to  remove  by  art 
the  everlafting  obftacles  of  nature,  and  to  baffle,  in 
vain  experiments,  all  the  Emperor’s  power.  For 
they  had  undertaken  to  fink  a  navigable  canal  from 
the  lake  Avernus  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber,  over 
a  dry  and  defert  fhore,  or  through  fleep  intervening 
mountains.  Yet  in  all  that  way,  they  could  not 
have  encountered  any  fource  of  moifture  for  fupply- 
ing  water,  fave  only  the  marfh  Pomptina  :  The 
•reft  was  every  where  a  fucceftion  of  rocks,  or  a 
foil  parched  and  un tradable  :  Or,  had  it  ever  been 
'  poftible  to  have  broke  through  all  obftrudion,  in¬ 
tolerable  had  been  the  toil,  and  the  end  incompe¬ 
tent.  Nero  however,  zealous  for  atchieving  feats 
-  which  were  deemed  incredible,  exerted  all  his  might 
to  perforate  the  mountains  adjoining  to  Avernus  ; 
*  and  to  this  day  remain  the  traces  of  his  romantic 
and  abortive  ambition. 

The  remainder  of  the  old  foundations,  which  bis 
"  own  court  covered  not,  was  aftigned  for  houfes 


:  *  I  doubt  the  text  here  is  faulty.  Perhaps  it  ought  to 
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nor. were  thefe  placed,  as  after  it  was  burnt  by  the 
Gauls,  at  random  and  ftrangling  ;  but  tne  fleets 
were  delineated  regularly,  fpacious  and  freight* 
the  height  of  the  buildings  was  refrained  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  ftandard  ;  the  courts  were  widened  ;  and,  to 
all  the  great  houies  which  flood  by  themlelves,  tor 
fecuring  their  fronts,  large  Poiticos  were  added. 
Thefe  Porticos  Nero  engaged  to  rear  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence,  and  then  to  deliver  to  each  proprietor  the 
iquares  about  them,  difcharged  of  all  rubbixli.  lie 
moreover  aiiigned  donatives  proportioned  to  every 
man's  rank  and  fubftance  i  and  let  a  day  for  pay¬ 
ment,  on  condition  that  againft  that  day  their  feveral 
houfes  or  palaces  were  finifhed.  He  appointed  the 
marfhes  of  Oftia  for  a  receptacle  of  the  ruins,  and 
that  with  thefe  the  veifels  which  had  conveyed  grain 
up  the  Tiber,  fhould  return  laden  back ;  that  the 
new  buildings  fhould  be  railed  to  a  certain  height 
from  the  foundation,  without  rafters  or  boards  ;  that 
they  mould  be  arched  and  partitioned  with  ttone 
from  the  quarries  of  Gabii  or  Alba,  the  fame  being 
proof  againfl:  the  violence  of  fire  :  That  over  the 
common  fprings,  which  were  licen.tioufly  diverted 
and  wafted  by  private  hands,  -overfeers  fhould  be 
placed,  to  provide  for  their  flowing  in  greater  abun¬ 
dance  into  the  public  citterns,  and  for  fupplying  a 
greater  number  of  places  :  That  every  houfe -keeper 
ihould  furnifh  his  yard  with  fome  machine  proper 
to  extinguifh  fire  ;  neither  fhould  there  be  any  moie 
a  common  intermediate  wall  between  houfe  and 
houie,  but  within  its  own  independent  walls  every 
houfe  fhould  be  enclofed.  Thefe  regulations,  which 
importing  the  general  benefit  of  the  citizens,  were 
popularly  received,  derived  alfo  much  beauty  and 
decoration  upon  the. new  city.  Yet,  fome  there 
were  who  believed  the  ancient  form  and  fracture 
more  conducing  to  health  ;  as  from  the  narrownefs 
of  the  fireets, .  and  the  height  of  .the  building,  the 
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rays  of  the  fun  were  hardly  felt  or  admitted  ;  whereas 
nov/,  fo  fpacious  was  the  breadth  of  the  ftreets,  and 

fo  utterly  deftitute  of  all  fhade,  that  the  heat  (torch- 
ed  with  unabated  rage. 

Thus  far  the  provifions  made,  were  the  refult  of 
counfels  purely  human.  The  Gods  are  next  accofl- 
ed  with  expiations,  and  recourfe  had  to  the  Sibyll’s 
Books.  By  admonition  from  them,  to  Vulcan, 
Ceres  and  Proferpina,  fuppiicatory  facrihces  were 
made,  and  Juno  atoned  by  the  devotion  of  Matrons, 
hrii  folemnized  in  the  Capitol,  then  upon  the  next 
fhore,  where  by  w7ater  drawn  from  the  lea  the 
Temple  and  Image  of  the  Goddefs  were  befprinkled, 
and  her  feafl  and  wake  were  celebrated  by  Ladies 
who  had  husbands.  But  not  all  the  relief  that  could 
come  from  man,  not  all  the  bounties  that  the  Prince 
could  bellow,  nor  all  the  atonements  which  could 
be  prefented  to  the  Gods,  availed  to  acquit  Nero 
from  the  hideous  charge,  wdnch  was  hill  univerfally 
believed,  that  by  him  the  conflagration  was  autho¬ 
rized.  Hence  to  fupprefs  the  prevailing  rumour, 
hs  transferred  the  guilt  upon  hdlitious  criminals, 
and  fubjedfedto  moh  exquiiite  tortures,  and  doomed 
to  executions  Imgularly  ci  uel  thofe  people  who,  for 
their  detehable  crimes  were  already  in  truth  univer¬ 
fally  aonorred,  and  known  to  the  vulgar  by  the  name 
of  Chrijtians.  The  founder  of  this  name  wTas  Chrih, 
one  who  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius  fuffered  death  as 
a  criminal,  under  Pontius  Pilate  Imperial  Procurator 
of  Judaea,  and,  for  a  while,  the  peftilent  fuperhition 
Was  quelled,  but  revived  again  and  fpread,  not  only 
over  Judtea,  where  this  evil  was  hrft  broached,  but 
even  through  Rome,  the  great  gulph  into  which, 
from  every  quarter  of  the  earth,  there  are  torrents 
for  ever  flowing  of  all  that  is  hideous  and  abomi¬ 
nable  among#  men :  Nay,  m  it  the  filthy  glut  of 
iniejuity  never  fails  to  find  popular  reverence  and 
diftiiidtioxi.  Firft  therefore  were  feized  fuch  as  freely 

owned 


Book  XV.  OF  TACITUS.  231 

owned  their  fe&,  then,  a  vaft  multitude  by  them 
difcovered  ;  and  all  were  convicted,  not  fo  much 
for  the  imputed  crime  of  burning  Rome,  as  for  their 
hate  and  enmity  to  human  kind.  To  their  death 
and  torture  were  added  the  aggravations  of  cruel 
derifion  and  fport;  for,  either  they  were  difguifed 
in  the  fkins  of  favage  beafts,  and  expofed  to  expire 
by  the  teeth  of  devouring  dogs  ;  or  they  were  hoift- 
ed  up  alive,  and  nailed  to  crofles;  or  wrapt  in  com- 
buftible  veftments,  and  fet  up  as  torches,  that,  when 
the  day  fet,  they  might  be  kindled  to  illuminate  the 
night.  For  prefenting  this  tragical  fpedlacle,  Nero 
had  lent  his  own  gardens,  and  exhibited  at  the  fame 
time  the  public  diverfion  of  the  Circus,  fometimes 
driving  a  chariot  in  perfon,  and,  at  intervals,  ft  and- 
ing  as  a  (peculator  amongft  the  vulgar,  in  the  habit 
of  a  charioteer.  Hence  it  proceeded,  that  towards 
the  miferable  fafferers,  however  guilty  and  juftly  de¬ 
fending  themoft  exemplary  death,  popular  commife- 
ration  arofe,  as  for  people  who,  with  no  view  to 
the  utility  of  the  State,  but  only  to  gratify  the  bloody 
fpirit  of  one  man,  were  doomed  to  perifh. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  fupply  his  prodiga¬ 
lity  with  money,  all  Italy  was  pillaged,  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  were  fqueezed  and  defolated  ;  fo  were  the 
feveral  nations  our  confederates,  and  all  thofe  cities 
which  have  the  title  of  free.  In  this  general  fpoil, 
even  the  Gods  were  involved,  their  temples  in  the 
City  plundered,  and  from  thence  all  the  treafures  of 
gold  conveyed,  which  the  Roman  people,  in  every 
age  of  their  Hate,  either  as  monuments  of  triumphs 
celebrated,  or  of  vows  fulfilled,  had  folemnly  con- 
fecrated,  both  in  their  times  of  profperity,  and  in 
feafons  of  public  peril.  Through  Greece  and  Afia, 
in  truth,  the  Deities  were  not  only  defpoiled  of 
their  gifts  and  oblations,  but  even  of  their  Statues 
and  Images;  for,  into  thefe  Provinces,  and  with 
this  commifliorij  had  been  fent  Aeratus  his  freed- 
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man,  and  Secunous  Carinas,  tne  former  a  prompt  in- 
ftiument  to  execute  any  micjuiCy,  however  black 
and  flagrant ;  the  other  a  man  pra&ifed  in  the  Greek 
learning,  which  however  funk  no  deeper  than  his 
lips,  and  with  virtuous  acquirements  he  had  never 
formed  his  foul.  Of  Seneca  it  was  reported,  6  That 
to  avert  irom  himfelr  the  odium  and  imputation 
oi  this  fact  liege,  he  had  belought  Nero, for  leave 
to  retire  to  a  feat  of  his  own,  remote  from  Rome, 

‘  but  was  refufed,  and  thence  feigning  an  indifpofi- 
c  tion  in  his  nerves,  confined  himfelf  to  his  cham- 
‘  her/  It  is  by  fome  authors  recorded,  c  That  a 
freedman  of  his,  named  Cleonicus,  had,  by  the 
command  of  Nero,  prepared  poifon  for  his  m af¬ 
ter,  who  efcaped  it  either  from  the  difeovery  made 
by  the  freedman,  or  from  the  caution  infpired  by 
his  own  inceflant  apprehenfions ;  while  with  a 
diet  exceeding  Ample  he  fupported  an  abftemious 
life,  fatisfying  the  call  of  hunger  by  wild  fruit 
from  the  woods,  and  of  third:  by  a  draught  from 
the  brook/ 

About  the  fame  time  a  body  of  Gladiators,  who 
.were  kept  at  the  city  of  Praenefte,  laboured  an 
.efcape  and  revolt  ;  and  though  by  the  diligence  of 
the  foldiers  who  guarded  them  they  were  maftered 
and  luppreffed,  the  people  were  already  in  bufy 
murmurs  reviving  the  terror  of  Spartacus  and  the 
public  mileries  of  old  ;  fond  as  they  ever  are  of  agi¬ 
tations  and  novelty,  yet  ever  frightened  by  them. 
Nor  was  it  long  after  this  that  a  fatal  difafter  befel 
the  fleet,  from  no  encounter  in  war  ;  for  fcarce  ever 
was  known  a  time  of  inch  profound  peace  :  But  Nero 
had  ordered  the  gallies  to  return  to  the  coaft  of  Cam¬ 
pania  at  a  limited  day,  without  any  allowance 
made  for  the  changes  and  cafualties  of  the  deep. 
So  that  the  pilots,,  even  while  the  fea  raged,  fleered 
from  the  port  of  Formia,  and,  by  a  violent  tempefl 
from  the  South3  while  they  Aruggled  to  double  the 
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Cape  of  Mifenum,  were  driven  upon  the  fliore  o* 
Cuma,  where  many  galiies  of  three  banks  of  oars, 
and  a  number  of  fmailer  veffels,  were  wrecked. 

In  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  heads  and  mouths 
of  the  people  were  filled  with  a  long  rote  of  prodi¬ 
gies,  as  fo  many  heralds  of  impending  calamities. 
At  no  time  had  thunder  roared,  or  lightning  fhot 
With  fucU  fiercenefs  and  frequency,  befides  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  Comet,  an  omen  ever  expiated  by 
Nero  with  the  effufion  of  illuifrious  blood.  In  the 
flreets  and  roads  were  found  expofed  feveral  rnon- 
flrous  births  with  double  heads,  feme  of  the  human 
fpecies,  fome  of  brutes  ;  as  alfo  from  the  bellies  of 
victims  fome  fuch  were  taken,  when  for  the  facri- 
fice  cuftom  required  beads  that  are  pregnant :  And 
in  the  territory  of  Placentia,  by  the  fide  of  the 
public  way,  was  brought  forth  a  calf  with  its  head 
growing  upon  its  leg,  a  prodigy  which,  according 
to  the  interpretation  returned  by  the  Soothfayers, 
boded,  c  That  for  human  kind  another  head  was 
c  preparing,  but  one  which  would  never  arrive  at 
c  ftrength,  or  remain  concealed  ;  for  that  this  which 
c  prefaged  it,  had  lain  repreded  in  the  womb,  and 
c  then  iiiiied  into  the  world  dole  by  the  public  road. ’ 

Silius  Nerva  and  Atticus  Veftinus  commenced 
Confuls,  during  the  prpgrefs  of  a  confpiracy  fo  vi¬ 
gorous,  that  to  the  fame  moment  it  owed  its  begin¬ 
ning  and  advancement.  In  it  Senators,  Knights, 
foldiers,  and  even  women,  had  engaged  with  a  fpi- 
rit  of  eagernels  and  competition \  fuch  was  their 
deteftation  of  Nero,  and  equally  Huong  their  zeal 
for  Caius  Pifo.  This  Patrician,  a  ddeendent  of  the 
Calpurnian  houfe,  and  by  the  noblenefs  of  his  pa¬ 
ternal  blood,  allied  to  many  illuftrious  families,  was, 
for  his  own  virtue,  or  for  qualities  that  rcfernbled 
virtues,  held  amongft  the  populace  in  figna  1  ap- 
planfe :  for,  as  he  was  a  matter  of  eloquence,  he 
employed  it  in  the  patronage  and  defence  of  Ins, 
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fellow  citizens ;  he  was  generous  to  his  friends  and 
acquaintance  ^  and  even  toward  fuch  as  were  un¬ 
known  to  him,  complaifant  in  his  language  and  ad- 
drefs.  He  podTelTed,  with  thefe  advantages,  others 
that  were  fortuitous,  tallncfs  of  perfon  and  a  grace¬ 
ful  countenance  :  But  ftri&nefs  of  life  and  manners 
he  never  pradlifed,  nor  obferved  reftraints  in  his 
pleafures  ;  the  ways  of  delicacy  he  ever  Indulged, 
as  alfo  thofe  of  magnificence,  fometimes  the  ex- 
ceffes  of  luxury.  Many  too  there  were  who  ap¬ 
proved  this  his  conduct,  fuch  who,  in  a  general 
prevalence  of  debauchery,  would  not  have  the  fu- 
prerne  head  confined  in  his  morals,  nor  flri&Iy 
fievere. 

It  was  from  no  ambition  or  purfuit  of  his  that  the 
birth  of  the  confpiracy  fprungj  and  yeti  could  not 
eafily  recount  who  he  was  that  firfl  concerted  it,  nor 
who  animated  a  deiign  which  was  by  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  efpoufed.  That  Subrius  Flavius  Tribune  of  a 
Praetorian  Cohort,  and  Sulpicius  Afper  the  Centu¬ 
rion,  v/ere  the  keened:  champions  in  it,  the  fpirit 
and  condancy  with  which  they  encountered  death, 
do  abundantly  evince.  Lucan  the  Poet,  and  Plau- 
tius  Lateranus,  Conful  elecf,  concurred  from  ardent 
animofity  and  hate,  the  former  ftimulated  by  per¬ 
ianal  -provocations,  for  that  Nero  had  obftrudled 
the  fame  of  his  Poems,  and,  from  a  ridiculous 
emulation,  forbid  their  publication.  Lateranus  was 
piqued  by  no  injury  done  to  himfelf,  but,  from  fin- 
cere  affedtion  to  the  Republic,  became  an  accom¬ 
plice.  But  there  v/ere  two  men,  Flavius  Scevinus 
and  Afranius  Quindlianus,  both  Senators,  who,  by 
engaging  in  an  enterprize  fo  great  and  daring,  and 
even  claiming  to  be  foremofl  in  the  execution, 
departed  from  the  conftant  character  of  their  lives  ; 
for,  Scevinus  had  a  foul  drowned  in  fenfuality,  and 
thence  led  a  ftupid  life  devoted  to  deep  and  doth  : 
Quinctianus  was  infamous  for  unnatural  proftitu- 
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tion ;  and  having  been  by  Nero  expoled  in  a  viru¬ 
lent  Satire,  to  revenge  the  indignity  he  confpired. 

Now  as  all  thefe,  as  well  in  conferences  with 
one  another,  as  amongft  their  friends,  were  ever 
displaying  c  the  inhuman  cruelties  of  the  Prince, 
4  the  condition  of  the  Empire,  threatened  with  in- 
4  ftant  diftolution,  and  the  neceffity  of  fubftitut- 

*  ing  in  his  place  fome  one  capable  of  relieving 
4  the  afflidied  ftate  \  they  drew  into  the  combina¬ 
tion  Tullius  Senecio,  Cervarius  Proculus,  Vulcatus 
Araricus,  Julius  Tugurinus,  Munatius  Gratus, 
Antonins  Natalis,  and  Martius  Feftus,  all  Roman 
Knights.  Of  thefe  Senecio,  who  had  lived  in  lin¬ 
gular  intimacy  with  Nero,  and  preferved  even  then 
the  face  of  favour,  was  thence  the  more  encom- 
pafled  with  dread  and  danger.  To  Natalis  all  the 
fecret  purpofes  in  the  heart  of  Pifo  were  open  with¬ 
out  referve  :  fecret  views  governed  the  reft,  and 
they  fought  their  own  intereft  in  a  change.  Of  the 
men  of  the  fv/ord,  befides  Subrius  and  Sulpicius, 
the  officers  already  mentioned,  there  were  affumed 
as  accomplices,  Granius,  Silvanus  and  Statius 
Proximus,  Tribunes  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  with 
the  Centurions  Maximus  Scaurus,  and  Venetus 
Paullus.  But,  as  their  main  ftrength  and  depen¬ 
dence,  they  confidered  Fenius  Rufus,  Captain  of 
the  Imperial  Guards,  a  man  for  life  and  eftimation, 
in  fignal  credit  and  popularity,  one  who  expofed 
himfelf  to  daily  perils  from  the  hate  and  perfecution 
of  Tigellinus,  his  collegue,  who  by  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  a  cruel  fpirit,  and  manners  altogether 
impure,  had  gained  a  luperior  afcendancy  in  the 
heart  of  the  Prince,  and,  labouring  to  deftroy  him 
by  forged  crimes,  had  often  well  nigh  effe&ed  his 
deftrudtion,  by  alarming  Nero  with  the  views  and 
difcontents  of  Rufus,  c  as  one  who  had  been  en- 

*  gaged  in  a  criminal  commerce  with  Agrippina, 
4  and,  in  anguifh  and  refentment  for  her  untimely 
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end,  was  bent  upon  vengeance.’  As  foon  there - 
invie  as  the  conspirators  had,  from  the  frequent  dif- 
courfe  of  the  Captain,  received  full  com  idion  that 
he  too  had  embraced  their  party,  they  proceeded 
more  refolutely  to  debate  about  the  time  and  place 
of  toe  aflaffination.  It  was  reported,  4  Chat  Subrius 
4  x  lavius  had  undertaken  to  make  the  firfl  onfet, 
4  and  ail  ail  Nero,  either  while  he  was  chanting  in' 
4  the  f  heatre,  or  fcouring  from  place  to  place,  in 
*  his  drunken  revels  by  night,  unattended  by  his 
4  guards.’  In  the  latter  project  an  incitement  from 
folitude  ,  in  the  former,  even  the  great  conflux  of 
people,  all  witnefles  of  an  exploit  io  glorious,  had 
roufed  his  foul,  to  a  purpofe  fo  full  of  nob! ends  and 
merit,  had  not  a  folicitude  to  execute  it  with  im¬ 
punity,  retrained  him  ;  a  confideration  which,  in 
all  grand  enterprizes,  is  ever  unfeafonable  and  fatal. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  they  were  hefitating  and 
protracting  the  ifTue  of  their  hopes  and  fears,  a  cer¬ 
tain  woman,  named  Epicharis,  applied  herfelf  to 
roufe  the  con/pirators  ;  though  it  was  a  perfect  my- 
ftery  by  what  means  fhe  came  at  all  apprized  of  the 
confpiracy  (for  till  then  file  had  never  fhewn  any 
regard  to  aught  that  was  worthy  or  honourable) 
at  lail:,  fhe  became  impatient  of  their  flownefs,  and 
retiring  to  Campania,  employed  all  her  indufhy  and 
fkill  to  alienate  the  hearts  of  the  chief  officers  in  the 
fleet  riding  at  Mifenum  ;  and,  to  engage  them  in 
the  defign,  ihe  began  in  the  following  manner.  In 
that  beet  V  odd  us  Pioculus  had  the  command  of  a 
thoufand  marines,  one  of  the  minifters  ot  blood 
employed  to  dr  patch  the  mother  of  Nero,  and,  in 
his  own  opinion,  not  diftinguifhed  with  promotion 
equal  to  the  mighty  and  meritorious  murder.  As  this 
officer,  whether  from  old  acquaintance,  with  Epi- 
cbaris,  or  a  friendfhip  newly  con  traded,  recounted 
to  her  4  his  fignal  fervices  to  Nero,  and  how  fruit- 
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joined  ‘  hitter  complaints,  with  a  fettled  refolution 
‘  of  taking  vengeance  whenever  opportunity  arofe,’ 
file  conceived  hopes  that  he  might  be  engaged  Jiim- 
felf  in  the  delign,  and  to  it  conciliate  many  others; 
Nor  of  (mall  moment  was  the  aid  and  concurrence 
of  the  fleet,  and  frequent  were  the  opportunities  of 
exerting  it,  as  Nero  took  Angular  delight  in  failino- 
often  about  the  coafls  of  Mifenum  and  Puzzoln 
Epicharis  therefore,  in  anfwer  to  Proculus,  urned 
many  reafonings,  with  a  detail  of  all  the  crying  cru¬ 
elties  committed  by  the  Prince.  She  added,  ‘‘That 
to  the  Senate  nothing  remained  to  be  done  to¬ 
wards  accomplifhing  his  fall  ;  only  it  was  already 
determined  to  what  pains  the  tyrant  rnuft  be 
doomed  for  deftroying  the  Roman  (late.  What 
therefore  was  to  be  expected  from  Proculus,  but 
that  he  fhould  a  flu  me  the  talk  with  zeal,  aflbciate 
in  the  caufe  ali  the  braveft  foldiers ;  and  then 
‘  depend  upon  a  recompence  worthy  of  i'uch  fub- 
‘  dme  fervice.’  From  him,  however,  the  concealed 
the  names  of  the  confpirators  :  hence  it  was  that 
even  when  he  had  betrayed  to  Nero  her  whole  dif- 
courfe,  his  difcovety  availed  nothing.  For,  when 
Epicharis  was  summoned,  and  confronted  with  the 
informer,  as  his  charge  againft  her  was  fupportcd 
by  no  vvitnelfes,  flte  found  it  eafy  to  refute  and 
baffle  him.  After  all,  the  was  detained  in  prifon,  be- 
caufe  Nero  vehemently  fufpe.£led,  that  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  were  not  the  more  falfe  for  not  being  proved 
to  be  true.  °  1 

Notwithftanding  the  file  nee  of  Epicharis,  the 
confpirators,  who  were  thori  ughly  alarmed  with  the 
dread  of  a  diicovery,  came  to  a  refult  to  hafocn  the 
aflaffination,  and  to  do  it  at  Bai*  in  a  villa  belong¬ 
ing  to  1  no,  whither  the  .Emperor  often  reforted, 
charmed  with  tiie  lovelinefs  of  the.  place,  and  there 
.  wont  to  bam  and  banquet,  n  mole"  from  his  guards 
mid  the  other  incumbrances  of  Lnpm,l  ftatef  But 
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in  this,  Pi  To  would  by  no  means  concur  :  he  alledged 
4  the  general  abhorrence  which  mult  enfue,  were 
4  the  inviolable  rites  of  the  table,  were  the  Gods  of 
4  hofpitality,  defiled  by  the  blood  of  a  Prince,  how- 
4  ever  vile  he  were  :  hence  it  were  more  advifeable 
4  to  di fpatch  him  at  Rome,  in  that  fame  detefted 
4  houle  which  with  the  Ipoils  of  the  unhappy  citi- 
4  zens  he  hadreared;  or,  rather  they  ought,  in  the 
4  face  of  the  public,  to  execute  a  deed,  which  for 
4  the  benefit  of  the  public  they  had  undertaken.’ 
T  hus  he  reafoned  openly  amongft  the  confpirators, 
but,  his  heart  was  influenced  by  fecret  jealoufy,  as 
he  dreaded  Lucius  Silanus  a  man  of  tranfcendent 
quality,  and,  by  the  tuition  of  Caius  Caflius,  by 
whom  he  was  bred,  ennobled  with  accomplifhments 
proper  for  every  the  moft  refplendent  dignity  ;  left 
Silanus  might  feize  the  vacant  fovereignty  for  him- 
felf,  as  he  would  be  lure  of  inftant  afliftance  from 
all  fuch  as  were  clear  of  the  confpiracy,  and  from 
all  thofe  who  fhould  prove  affedfed  with  companion 
for  Nero,  as  for  one  traiteroufly  (lain.  There  were 
many  who  believed,  that  4  Pifo  likewife  diftrufted 
4  the  lively  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  Conful  V ef- 
4  tinus,  whether  he  might  not  be  prompted  to  re- 
4  ftore  liberty  and  the  ancient  government,  or  elfe, 

4  procuring  fome  other  than  Pifo  to  be  chofen  Em- 
4  peror,  turn  the  Republic  into  a  gift  of  his  own 
4  bellowing.’  For  in  the  confpiracy  he  had  no  fhare, 
though  Nero  afterwards,  under  the  imputation  of 
this  very  crime,  doomed  him  an  innocent  facrifice 
to  fatiate  his  own  inveterate  rancour. 

At  length  they  agreed  to  perpetrate  their  defigns 
upon  the  anniverfary  facred  to  Ceres,  and  always 
folemnized  with  the  Circenfian  games  ;  for  that, 
the  Emperor  who  otherwile  came  feldom  abroad, 
but  remained  fhut  up  in  his  apartments  or  gardens, 
was  yet  wont  to  frequent  the  diverllons  of  the  Cir¬ 
cus,  where,  during  the  gayety  and  pleafures  of  the 
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fports,  accefs  to  him  was  more  readily  obtained. 
The  fcheme  of  their  plot  they  contrived  on  this  wife  : 
4  Lateranus,  in  the  pofture  of  a  fupplicant,  and 
‘  feigning  to  implore  relief  in  his  domeftic  affairs, 
4  was  to  fall  at  the  Prince’s  feet,  and,  while  he  ap- 
6  prehended  no  fuch  attempt,  throw  him  down, 
c  and,  as  Lateranus  was  of  a  daring  fpirit  and  huge 
‘  in  ftature,  hold  him  fixt  to  the  place.  While  he 

*  lay  thus  prefled  and  entangled,  the  Tribunes,  Cen- 

*  turions,  and  all  the  reft,  according  as  they  felt 
c  themfelves  prompted  by  prefent  impulfe  and  mag- 
4  nanimity,  were  inftantly  to  rufti  in  and  flay  him. 

*  That  Scevinus  fhould  be  the  foremofl  to  ftrike,’ 
was  a  tafk  by  himfelf  earneflly  claimed  j  for,  from 
the  Temple  of  Health  in  Etruria,  or,  as  others  have 
recorded,  from  that  of  Fortune  in  the  city  of  Fe~ 
rentum,  he  had  brought  away  a  dagger,  and  carried 
it  conftantly  about  him,  as  a  weapon  confecrated  to 
the  perpetration  of  a  deed  of  mighty  moment.  It 
was  moreover  concluded,  c  That  Pifo  fhould  wait 

the  event  in  the  Temple  of  Ceres,  and  be  thence 
6  brought  forth  by  Fenius,  Captain  of  the  Guards, 

*  and  the  other  confpirators,  and  conduced  to  the 
6  camp  ;  moreover,  in  order  to  attradl  the  affections 
c  of  the  populace,  Antonia,,  daughter  of  the  late 
€  emperor  Claudius,  was  to  accompany  him.5  A 
particular  recorded  by  Caius  Plinius ;  for  myfelf, 
I  was  determined  to  fupprefs  no  circumftance  in 
what  way  foever  delivered  ;  however  marvellous 
and  inconfiffent  it  may  fee m,  that  either  Antonia 
fhould  contribute  her  name,  and  rifque  her  life,  to 
promote  a  fcheme,  to  herfelf  altogether  fruitlefs  and 
vain ;  or,  that  Pifo,  a  man  univerfally  known  to 
have  been  paffionately  fond  of  his  wife,  fhould  en¬ 
gage  to  marry  another  ;  were  it  not  that,  of  all  the 
paffions  which  a&uate  the  heart  of  man,  the  luft  of 
reigning  is  the  moil  vehement  and  flaming. 

But, 
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But,  wonderful  it  was,  in  a  combination  fo  nu¬ 
merous,  fo  varioufly  framed,  among#  thole  of  every 
condition,  different  in  rank,  in  quality,  fex,  and 
age,  many  wealthy,  many  poor,  all  things  fhould 
be  buried  in  fuch  faithful  fecrecy,  till  from  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Scevinus  the  traitorous  difcovery  fir#  arofe. 
The  day  before  that  of  the  defigned  afTafii  nation, 
he  had  been  engaged  in  a  long  conference  with  An¬ 
tonias  Natalis,  and  immediately,  upon  returning 
home,  fealed  his  will  ;  then  unfheathing  the  dag¬ 
ger  mentioned  above,  he  complained  that  it  had  lain 
fo  long  neglected  till  it  was  become  blunt,  ordered 
it  to  be  grinded  into  an  edge,  and  the  point  to  be 
accurately  fharpened.  The  charge  of  this  he  com¬ 
mitted  to  Milichus,  one  of  his  freedmen,  and  next 
betook  himfelf  to  a  repaid  more  gaudy  and  profufe 
than  ordinary.  His  favourite  Haves  he  prefented 
wit  h  their  liberty,  others  with  fums  of  money;  upon 
his  countenance  too  there  hung  clouds  and  melan¬ 
choly  ;  and  it  was  apparent,  that  his  mind  laboured 
with  lome  grand  defign,  though  he  counterfeited 
cheerfulnefs  by  many  (farts  of  difcourfe  upon  as 
many  fubje£ts.  Atlait,  he  directed  the  fame  Mili¬ 
chus  to  prepare  bandages  for  wounds,  and  applica¬ 
tions  for  (lopping  blood  ;  whether  the  freed  man 
were  in  truth  already  privy  to  the  confpiracy,  and 
had  hitherto  perfevered  in  fidelity,  or  whether  he 
were  utterly  in  the  dark,  and  then  firft,  as  feveral 
authors  have  written,  gathered  from  confequences 
Jiis  fudden  fufpicion.  For,  when  the  freedman,  ffill 
added  by  the  bafe  fpirit  of  a  flaye,  revolved  with 
himfelf  the  recompence  to  be  expected  from  prov¬ 
ing  a  traitor  to  his  matter,  and  at  the  fame  time  be¬ 
held,  as  already  his  own,  immenfe  wealth  and  po¬ 
tent  fway  ;  he  renounced  at  once  every  tie  of  faith, 
all  tendernefs  for  his  Lord,  and  all  remembrance 
of  liberty  by  him  generoufly  bellowed.  In  truth, 
belides  his  own  mere*  nary  motives,  he  had  taken 

2  '  counfel 
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counfel  of  his  wife,  a  woman’s  counfel  and  the  worfi; 
for  file  was  ever  urging  him  with  fie  dreadful  peril 
of  hiding  treafon,  w  fi  hat  many  freednien,  many 
ilaves,  had  beheld,  as  well  as  he,  the  fame  things, 
c  and  of  no  availment  would  prove  the  fi]ence°cjf 
one  y  and  yet  only  by  one,  whoever  ne  were  w,vo 
4  fir  ft  difcovered,  would  all  the  rewards  be  reaped.’ 

Milichus,  therefore,  at  the  firfl  dawn  of  day, 
v/ent  firaight  to  the  Gardens  of  Servilius,  where 
ei o  abode,  and,  being  refilled  admittance, 
declared  that  he  brought  *  mighty  and  horrible  dif- 
coveries/  with  Inch  earneftnefs,  that  he  v/as  con- 
du&ed  by  the  porters  to  Epaphroditus,  a  freedman 
or  Nero’s,  and  by  him  forthwith  to  Nero  himfelfi 
To  him  he  reprefented,  6  what  formidable  confpi- 
ladies  were  concerted,  what  mortal  danger  was 
£  juft  impending/  with  all  the  circumftances  which 
lie  had  heard,  with  whatever  from  his  own  obfer- 
vation  he  conjectured,  and  even  fhewino-  the  dao-. 
&  \  deftined  to  deirroy  him,  delired  the  criminal  to 
be  mftantiy  produced.  Scevinus  was  by  the  foldiers 
hayed  haftily  thither,  and  proceeding  to  his  defence, 
anfwered,  6  1  hat  for  the  dagger  with  which  he 

*  lvaf  cbargeco  it  was  a  reliq-ue  left  him  by  his  fore- 
fathers,  ever  held  facred  in  their  family,  by  him- 
ielf  always  kept  in  his  chamber,  and  from  thence 
traiteroufi y  conveyed  away  by  his  freedman.  New 
Will  she  had  often  made,  and  fealed  them,  with- 

*  ?u*  obfe1rvmg  any  di(lina|on  of  days.  Frequently 
before  this,  he  had  befiowed  upon  his  Haves  1 L 
berty  and  largefies,  lately  with  the  greater  libera¬ 
lity,  for  that,  his  fortune  being  reduced,  and  his 
creditors  importunate,  he  diftrufted  his  power  of 

l  fufn  j1S  dcmeftlcs  bT  %Kies.  A  generous 
fable  he  had. ever  kept,  and, ever  indulged  himfelf 

ifi  a  life  of  eaie  and  pleafyre,  fuch  as  by  the  rigid 

cenfurers  of  manners,  was  but  little  approved. 

etr  0i  wounus,  he  liad  ordered  none ;  but. 
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4  as  all  the  other  imputations  objeCted  by  his  freed- 
*  man,  were  manifestly  impotent  and  vain,  he  had 

<  invented  and  added  a  charge  of  treafon,  fuch  as 
c  might  enable  him  to  be  at  once  witnefs  and  accu- 

<  fer.’  His  words  he  enforced  with  an  undaunted 
fpirit ;  he  even  charged  the  accufer,  as  4  a  fellow 
4  altogether  peflilent  and  traiterous,  and  his  tefti- 
4  mony  incompetent/  with  a  voice  and  countenance 
io  intrepid,  that  the  informer  mu  ft  have  been  baf- 
•fled,  but  'for  his  wife.  She  advertifed  him,  that 
4  with  ’Seevinus,  Antonius  Natalis  had  held  a  long 
4  converfation  and  exceeding  fecret,  and  that  both 
4  were  clofe  confidents  of  Oaius  Piio. 

Natalis  therefore  was  called,  and  both  were  ex¬ 
amined,  but  apart,  concerning  4  the  particulars, 
4  and  the  fubjedt  of  that  converfation/  As  their 
anfwers  varied,  caufe  of  fulpicion  arofe,  and  they 
were  thrown  into  irons  ;  but  the  fight  of  the  rack, 
and  the  menaces  of  torture,  neither  could  bear. 
Natalis  however  was  foremofl  to  confefs,  as  better 
acquainted  with  the  whole  older  and  progrefs  of  the 
confpiracy,  and  withal  more  expert  in  impeaching. 
Tirft,  he  difeovered  how  far  Pifo  was  concerned, 
afterwards  to  him  he  added  Seneca  ;  whether  he  h^d 
indeed  aded  as  an  inter-agent  between  him  and 
Pifo,  or  whether  he  only  did  it  to  purchafe  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  Nero,  who,  in  ardent  hate  to  Seneca,  was 
daily  hunting  after  all  forts  of  devices  to  deftroy 
him.  Now  Scevinus,  having  learnt  that  by  Natalis 
a  confeflion  was  made,  yielded  to  the  fame  imbe¬ 
cility  of  fpirit  i  or,  perhaps,  he  believed  that  already 
the  confederacy  was,  in  every  particular,  difclolea, 
and  from  his  own  filence  no  emolument  to  be  ex¬ 
pected.  Hence  he  declared  all  the  other  accom¬ 
plices.  Of  thefe  Lucan  and  Quin&ianus,  and  Se- 
necio,  perfifted  long  in  denying  the  charge  3  but  at 
length,  by  a  promife  of  their  exemption  from  pu- 
lulhment,  they  differed  themfelves  to  be  corrupted; 
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then,  to  atone  for  their  late  flowneis,  they  named 
their  deareft  friends.  Lucan  informed  again  ft  At- 
tilla,  his  own  mother,  Quitnftianus  againft  Glicius 
Gallus,  and  Senecio  againft  Annins  Pollio. 

Nero,  the  while  recollected  that,  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Yrolufius  Proculus,  Epicharis  was  holden 
in  cuftody,  and,  fuppofing  that  the  tender  body  of 
a  woman  could  never  endure  the  rage  of  the  rack, 
ordered  her  to  he  crufhed  and  mangled  with  variety 
of  torments.  Butneither  the  fury  of  ftripes,  nor  of  lire, 
nor  of  the  torturers,  who  tore  her  with  the  more  ve¬ 
hemence,  left,  with  all  their  dexterity  and  efforts  in 
cruelty,  they  Should  be  at  laft  fcorned  and  baffled 
by  a  woman,  could  at  all  vanquifli  her.  She  ftill 
utterly  denied  every  particular  objected  3  this  was 
the  iffue  of  the  torture  the  ftrft  day,  and  by  her  its 
violence  was  defpifed.  The  day  following,  as  fhe 
was  returning  to  fuffer  a  repetition  of  the  fame  out¬ 
rageous  torments,  and  reconduCted  in  a  chair  (for, 
ail  her  members  being  rent  and  disjointed,  Sie 
could  not  fupport  herfelf)  with  the  girdle  that  bound 
her  breafts,  ftie  framed  a  noofe  for  her  neck,  and 
tying  it  to  the  canopy  of  the  chair,  hung  upon  it 
with  all  the  weight  of  her  body,  and  thence  , dis¬ 
lodged  the  Sender  remains  of  life.  Behind  her  fhe 
left  an  example  the  more  fignal  and  heroic,  for  that 
a  woman  who  was  once  a  Have,  Should,  upon  an 
occafion  fo  trying  and  important,  undergo  torture 
and  death,  to  protect  fuch  to  whom  (lie  had  mo  tve 
of  kindred  or  friendfliip,  nay,  fuch  as  ftie  fcarce 
knew;  when  men,  men  born  free,,  when  Roman 
Knights,  and  Senators  of  Rome,  without  once  feel¬ 
ing  the  touuie,  betrayed,  without  exception,  every 
one  the  deareft  pledges  which  he  had  in  friendfhin 
and  blood.  For,  Lucan  too  and  Senecio,  and 
Quinctianus,  never  ceafed  making  difcoveries,  and 
were  ftill  naming  more  accomplices ;  a  detail  which 
was  inceflamly  adding  to  the  affright  and  difmay  of 

M  2  Nero  y 
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Nero-,  though  he  had,  with  guards  redoubled, 
fenced  himfelf  in.  Nay,  as  if  he  meant  to  have 
imprifoned  Rome  itfelf ;  upon  the  walls,  all  round, 
bands  of  foldiers  were  polled  :  even  the  fea  and  the 
Tiber  were  garrifoned.  Moreover,  parties  of  foot 
.and  horfe  were  perpetually  ranging  every-where, 
in  the  public  fquares,  in  private  houfes,  even  through 
the  circumjacent  territory,  and  neighbouring  muni¬ 
cipal  towns.  But,  with  both  horfe  and  foot,  there 
were  'Germans  intermixt ;  for,  in  them,  as  they 
were  foreigners,  thePrincechiefly  confided.  Thence¬ 
forth,  -the  accufed  were  haled  in  whole  droves, 
numbers  after  numbers,  without  inteimilfion,  to¬ 
wards  his  tribunal,  and  lay  in  miferable  expedition, 
at  .the  gates  of  his  Garden.  When  they  had  entered, 
in  order  to  be  fuccefiively  heard,  if  it  appeared, 
*  that  they  had  ever  been  feen  gay  or  fmiling  with 
c  any  of  the  confpirators,  or  happened  to  fpeak  to 
c  them,  though  fortuitoufly,  or  to  meet  them,  how- 
c  ever  unexpectedly,  or  to  have  been  common  guefts 
€  at  the  fame  table,  or  fat  together  at  fome  public 
c  fhew  \  all  this,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  imputed  as 
guilt  and  treafon.  Beiides  the  cruel  ferutiny  made 
by  Nero  and  Tigellinus,  violentwere  the  queftions 
and  imputations  urged  by  Fenius  Rufus,  who  had 
.as  yet  efcaped  all  information,  and,  to  beget  a  per- 
fuafion,  that  he  had  been  an  utter  flranger  to  the 
plot,  manifefted  himfelf  now  Rem  and  outrageous 
againft  his  own  affociates.  Nay,  it  was  he  that 
fruftrated  the  bold  purpofe  ofSubrius  Flavius,  who, 
while  he  attended,  and  demanded  by  figns,  whether 
he  fbould  draw  his  fabre,  and,  even  in  the  heat  of 
the  inqueft,  perpetrate  the  all afii nation,  was  by  con¬ 
trary  figns  from  Rufus  forbid,  and  his  ardour  check¬ 
ed,  when  already  his  hand  grafped  the  hilt. 

There  were  thole  who,  when  the  confpiracy  was 
fir  ft  betrayed,  while  Milichus  was  yet  under  ex¬ 
amination,  while  Scevinus  wavered,  exhorted  Pifo, 

6  to 
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4  to  proceed  direrftly  to  the  Camp,  or  mount  the 
4  Roftrum,  and  try  the  afifedlions  of  the  people  and 
4  foldiery ;  for,  if  once  his  accomplices  were  openly 
4  affembled  to  maintain  his  efforts,  thofe  too  who 
4  were  not  engaged,  would  certainly  follow ;  and, 
4  when  the  commotion  was  once  begun,  mighty 
4  would  be  the  public  noife  and  alarm;  an  incident 
4  which,  in  all  new  attempts,  is  of  infinite  avail - 
4  ment.  Neither  was  Nero  provided  to  refill  the 
4  fhock.  With  terrors  that  come  fudden  and  un- 
4  forefeen,  even  brave  men  were  daunted  ;  how 
*  httle  then  was  it  to  be  apprehended  that,  that 
4  Comedian,  guarded  forfooth  by  Tigeliinus  with 
c  Ms  hoil  of  harlots,  would  dare  to  rifque  a  conflict 
4  of  arms  ?  Many  defigns  there  were,  which,,  though 
4  to  daflardiy  fpirits  they  appeared  arduous  and  im~ 
4  pofTible,  were  yet  accompliihed  by  trying  to  ac- 
4  complifh.  them.  In  fuch  a  mixt  multitude,  en~ 
4  gaged  in  the  plot,  or  privy  to  it,  it  was  vain  to 
4  expert  conflant  faith  and  fecrecy ;  or,  that  the 
4  minds  of  all  would  be  proof  againft  temptation, 
4  and  their  bodies  againft  pain.  To  the  force  of 
4  recompences  and  tortures  nothing  was  iinpenc- 
4  trable ,  nay,  there  would  loon  arrive  men,  who 
4  would  commit  to  bonds  Fifo  him  (elf,  and  at  length 
4  fubjedt  him  to  a  contumelious  death.  But  with 
4  how  much  more  glory  and  renown,  would  he  rail, 
4  while  he  efpoufed  the  Commonwealth,  bravely 
4  invoking  aid,  and  routing  champions  for  public 
4  Liberty ,  while,  even  though  the  foldiers  failed 
4  him,  though  the  people  forfook  him,  he  ft  ill  per- 
4  lifted,  and,  by  loling  his  life,  approved  his  death 
4  worthy  of  his  anceftors,  glorious  to  his  pofterity  ?? 
But,  upon  Pifo  thefe  reafonings  had  no  influence* 
After  he  had  appeared  for  a  fmall  fpace  abroad,  he 
retired  to  privacy  at  home,  and  was  preparing  his 
mind  to  encounter  a  deliberate  death,  when  at  his 
houfe  arriyed.  a  band  of  foldiers,  all  young  men, 

M  cither 
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either  in  years  or  fervice,  purpofely  culled  by  Nero> 
who  dreaded  the  old  foldiers,  as  tinctured  with  par¬ 
tiality  for  the  confpirators.  Then  it  was,  that  caus¬ 
ing  the  veins  in  both  his  arms  to  be  broached,  he 
expired.  He  left  a  will  full  of  noifome  flattery  to 
Nero,  thus  framed  in  tendernefs  to  hiswife,  a  wo¬ 
man  of  vitious  conduct,  void  of  every  recommen¬ 
dation  fave  the  beauty  of  her  perfon,  one  whom 
he  had  ravifhed  from  her  husband,  a  friend  of  his 
own,  his  name  Domitius  Sillius,  and  hers  Arria 
Galla  ;  and  both  concurred,  he  by  his  paflivenefs, 
fhe  by  her  wantonnefs,  to  blaze  the  difhonour  of 
Pifo.  '  .  ^ 

The  next  death  added  by  Nero  to  this,  was  that 
of  Plautius  Lateranus,  Conful  eledl,  and  infli&ed 
with  fuch  precipitation,  that  he  would  not  allow 
him  to  pay  the  laft  embraces  to  his  children,  nor 
that  fhort  interval  wont  to  be  indulged  to  the  con¬ 
demned,  for  chufing  their  own  death.  Inftantly 
he  was  dragged  to  the  place  allotted  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  flaves,  and  there,  by  the  hand  of  Statius 
the  Tribune,  flaughtered.  He  died  full  of  exemp¬ 
lary  firmnefs  and  invincible  filence,  nor  once  up¬ 
braiding  'the'Tribune  with  an  equal  participation 
in  the  eonfpiracy.  The  bloody  doom  of  Seneca  fol¬ 
lowed,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  the  Prince,  from  no 
proof  that  he  had  of  his  engagement  in  the  plot, 
but  to  fatiate  his  own  cruelty,  that  the  raging 
fword  might  perpetrate  what  had  been  by  poifon  un- 
fuccefsfully  attempted.  For,  Natalis  only  had  nam¬ 
ed  him  ;  but  concerning  him  could  difcover  no 
more  than  thus  much,  4  That  he  had  been  by  Pifo 
4  fen t  to  vifit  Seneca,  then  indifpofed,  to  complain 
4  in  his  name,  that  he  himfelf  was  refufed  admit- 
4  tance  ;  and  withal  to  reprefent,  that  it  would  be 
*  better  if  they  maintained  their  friendlhip  in  free 
4  and  familiar  intercourfe  ;  that  to  this  Seneca  re- 
4  plied*  That  the  maintaining  of  frequent  conver- 

4  fations 
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4  fations  and  interviews  by  themfelves,  was  con- 
4  ducing  to  the  fervice  of  neither,  but  upon  the 

*  fafety  of  Pifo  his  own  fecurityrefted.’  Granius 
Silvanus,  Tribune  of  a  Praetorian  Cohort,  was  or- 

-  dered  to  reprefent  all  this  to  Seneca,  and  to  demand  of 
him,  whether  he  owned  the  words  of  Natalis,  ^  and 
his  own  anfwers.  Seneca  had  that  very  day  either 
from  chance  or  forefight,  returned  from  Campania, 
and  refted  at  a  villa  of  his,  four  miles  from  Rome. 
Thither  arrived  the  Tribune  in  the  evening,  befet 
the  villa  with  his  men,  and  to  him,  as  he  fat  at 
table  with  Paullina  his  wife,  and  two  friends,  deli¬ 
vered  his  orders  from  the  Emperor. 

Seneca  replied,  4  That  Natalis  had,  in  tiuth, 
t  been  lent  to  him,  and  in  the  name  of  Pifo  com- 

*  plained,  that  the  latter  was  debarred  from  vifiting, 
c  him ;  a.  complaint  which  he  had  anfwered  by  ex- 
t  cufes  taken  from  his  Dodily  diforder  and  denre  of 
4  quiet  j  but  {till  he  never  had  any  motive  to  de- 
4  dare,  that  to  his  own  fecurity  he  preferred  the 
4  fafety  of  a  private  man.  A  genius  addicted  to 
4  flatter,  he  never  had,  as  no  man  better  knew 
4  than  Nero,  who  from  Seneca  had  felt  more  fre- 
4  quent  proofs  of  freedom  tnan  iervility.  Wnen 
this  his  anfwer  was  by  the  Tribune  reported,  to 
Nero,  in  prefence  of  Poppaea  and  Tigellinus,  who 
were  afliftants  to  the  raging  tyrant,  and  compofed 
his  cabinet  council,  he  aiked,  whether  Seneca  were 
determined  upon  a  voluntary  death  ?  The  1  ribune 
averred,  4  I  hat  he  had  mamfclted  no  one  (Vniptom, 
4  of  fear,  and  neither  in  his  words  nor  iooivo  .vas 
4  aught  of  anguifh  to  be  difeovered.’  Hence  he 
was  commanded  to  return  directly,  and  carry  him 
the  denunciation  of  death.  Fabius  Rufticus  writes,, 
4  That  the  Tribune  took  not  now  the  fame  road 
4  which  he  came,  but  wheeling  afide  to  Fenius, 
4  Captain  of  the  guards,  and  difclofmg  the  empe- 
4  ror’s  orders,  demanded  whether  he  ihould  obey 

M  4  4  him, 
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him,  was  by  him  adinonifhed  to  purfuc  them.5 
Such  was  the  fatal  fpiritleilhefs  and  limidity  of  ail 
the  confpirators  !  Silvanus  too  was  one,  and  vet 
contributing  to  mulfiply  the  lame  bloody  iniquities 
which  he  had  confpired  to  avenge,  tie  avoided, 
however,  feeing  Seneca,  and  delivering  in  perfon 
the  fad  mefTare,  but  fent  in  a  Centurion  to  aeprize 
him  of  6  his  final  doom.’ 

The  denunciation  no  wife  difmayed  Seneca,  who 
cahed  calmly  for  his  will,  and  as  this  was  prohibited 
by  the  Centurion,  turning  to  his  friends,  he  told- 
them,  4  I  hat  firice  he  was  difabled  frem  a  gfate-' 

*  ful  requital  of  their  benefits,  he  bequeathed  them' 

*  that  which  alone  was  now  left  him,  yet  fome- 

*  thing  more  glorious  and  amiable  than  all  the  reft* 

4  the  pattern  of  his  life  ;  if  they  retained  the  im- 
4  preflions  and  refemblance  of  this,  they  would 
4  thence  reap  the  applaufs  of  virtuous  manners,  as 
4  well  as  that  of  perfev^ring  in  their  friendship. ’  He 
withal  repreifed  their  tears,  femetimes  with  gentle 
reafonmg,  fome  times  in  the  ffile  of  authority  and 
correction,  and  drove  to  recover  them  to  refolution 
and  conflancy.  4  W  here,  he  often  afked,  where 
4  were  now  all  the  documents  of  philofophy,  where 
4  that  philofophical  principle,  for  fo  many  years  pre- 
4  mediated,  againflthe  fudden  encounter  of  calami- 
4  ties  ?  For,  to  whom  was  unknown  the  bloodynature 
4  of  Nero  ?  Nor,  after  the  butchering  of  his  mother, 

and  the  murdering  of  his  brother,  did  aught  remain 
4  to  confummate  his  cruelty,  but  to  add  to  theirs  the 
4  daughter  of  his  nurfing  father  and  inifrucrord 

Having  littered  thefe  and  the  like  reafonings,  di¬ 
rected  to  the  company  in  general,  he  embraced  his 
wife  ;  an  afFeCting  objeCt,  which  fomewhat  abated 
his  firmnefs,  and  foftned  him  into  anxiety  for  her 
luture  lot ;  he  prefled  and  befought  her  to  moderate 
her  forrow,  to  beware  of  perpetuating  fuch  a  dif- 
4  mal  paflion  i  but  to  bear  the  death  of  her  hufband 

‘  *  4  by 
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*  by  contemplating  his  life*  fpent  in  a  fteady  courfe 
6  of  virtue,  and  to  fupport  his  lofs  by  all  worthy 
6  confolations.’  Paullina,  on  the  contrary,  urge^ 
her  purpofe  to  die  with  him,  and  called  for  the* 
aid  of  a  minifter  of  death.  Upon  this  declaration*-. 
Seneca  would  not  bereave  her  of  fo  much  glory  5. 
fuch  befides  was  his  fondnefs  for  her,  that  he  was. 
loth  to  leave  one  by  himfelf  beloved  above  all  things** 
expofed  to  infults  and  injuries  :  c  I  had  laid  before 

*  thee,  faid  he,  the  delights  and  folacements  of 

*  Kving ;  thou  preferred  the  renown  of  dying  ;  I 
c  fhall  not  envy  thee  the  honour  of  the  example* 
c  Between  us  let  us  equally  fhare  the  fortitude  of 
c  an  end  fo  brave,  but  greater  will  be  the  fplendour  * 
4  of  thy  particular  fall.7  Frefently  after  this  conver- 
fation,  both  had  the  veins  of  their  arms  opened'*, 
at  the  fame  inftant.  Seneca  was  aged,  his  body 
cold,  and  extenuated  by  feeble  diet,  fo  that  the-  if- 
fues  of  his  blood  were  exceeding  flow  ;  hence  he 
caufed  to  be  cut  the  veins  alio  of  his  legs  and  thofe 
about  the  joints  of  his  knees.  As  he  was  fuccumb*-- 
ing  under  many  grievous  agonies,  he  perfuaded 
her  to  retire  into  another  chamber,  left  his  own  fu fl¬ 
ier  ings  might  vanquifli  the  refolution  of  his  wife,, 
or  ne  himfelf,  by  beholding  her  pangs,  lapfe  into* 
weaknefs  and  impatience  ;  and,  his  eloquence  fibw¬ 
ing  even  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  he  called: 
for  his  fcribes,  and  to  them  dibfated  many  things,, 
whicn  being  already  publiftied  in  his  own  words,, 
and  common,  I  forbear  to  rehearfe  in  any  words; 
of.  mine. 

towards  Paullina,  Nero  bore  no  perfonal  hate, 
and,  to  avoid  feeding  the  public  abhorrence'  0.6. 
his  cruelty,  ordered  her  death  to  be  prevented®. 
Hence,  at  the  perfuaflon  of  the  icldiers,  her  domef- 
tic.  flaves  and  freedmen  bound  up  her  armsr,  and’i 
ftaid  the  blood;  but,  whether  with  her  own  con¬ 
currence*  13  uncertain,  For,  as  the  populace 

M  5  them' 
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their  cenfure  are  rather  prone  to  malignancy,  there 
were  fome  who  believed,  c  that  while  fhe  feared 
c  the  wrath  of  Nero*  as  im placable,  (he  aimed  at 
4  the  applaufe  of  dying  with  her  husband ;  but, 

*  as  foon  as  gentler  hopes  occured,  fhe  became  van- 
‘  quifhed  with  the  fweetnefs  and  allurements  of 
4  life  to  which  it  is  certain,  floe  added  but  a  fmall 
portion  of  years,  ever  retaining  for  the  memory  of 
her  hufband  a  reverence  worthy  of  all  praife ;  her 
face  too,  and  all  her  limbs,  were  dill  covered  with 
fuch  deadly  palenefs,  that  it  was  notorious  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  life  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufled* 
Seneca,  the  while,  afhiCled  with  the  tedious  pro¬ 
traction  of  life,  and  the  flow  advances  of  death, 
fcefought  Statius  Annaeus,  one  long  proved  by  him 
for  faith  in  friendfhip  and  fkill  in  medicine,  to  bring 
him  a  draught  of  the  poifon,  which  a  great  while 
ago  he  had  laid  up  in  ftore,  the  fame  fort  which 
is  ufed  at  Athens,  to  difpatch  fuch  as  are  by  the 
public  judgment  condemned.  This  he  fwallowed, 
but  in  vain  3  for  already  all  his  limbs  were  chilled, 
all  his  juices  ftagnated  and  impenetrable  to  the  ra¬ 
pidity  of  poifon.  He  therefore  had  recourfe  to  a 
hot  bath,  from  whence  he  befprinkled  fuch  of  his 
flaves  as  flood  neareft,  adding,  that  c  of  this  liquor 

*  he  made  a  libation  to  Jupiter  the  deliverer.’  From 
thence  he  was  conveyed  into  a  (love,  and  fuffocated 
with  the  fleam.  His  corps  was  burnt  without  any 
funeral  foJemnity:  for  thus  in  his  will  he  had  en- 

j  J 

joined,  even  then  when,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
opulence  and  authority,  he  had  provided  for  his  de- 
ceafe  and  obfequies. 

A  rumour  there  was,  that  Subrius  Flavius,  in  a 
fecret  confultation  with  the  Centurions,  and  even 
with  the  privacy  of  Seneca,  had  determined,  that, 
as  foon  as  by  the  aid  of  Fifo,  Nero  was  flain,  Pifo 
too  fhould  be  difpatched,  and  the  Empire  transfer¬ 
ee!  to  Seneca,  as  one  exempt  from  all  reproach. 
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and  only  c  for  the  fame  and  refplendency  of  his 
<  virtues,  preferred  to  the  fupreme  dignity.  Nay, 
even  the  words  faid  to  have  been  by  Flavius  then 
uttered,  became  current,  c  That  it  would  nothing 
«  avail  towards  abolifhing  the  public  contumely,  to- 
«  depofe  a  Minftrel,  if  to  the  vacant  purple  a  1  ra- 
c  gedian  fucceeded/  For,  as  Nero  was  wonttonng, 
to  the  li^rp,  fo  was  Pifo  to  chant  in  the  accent  and 

drefs  of  tragedy.  » 

Now  neither  could  the  fhare  of  the  loldiers  in 

the  con fpi racy  be  kept  longer  a  myftery  ;  iuch  was 
the  temptation  and  eagernefs  of  tne  diicovercis  to 
betray  Fenius  Rufus,  whom  they  could  not  beat 
both  for  an  accomplice  and  inquiiitor..  Hence  it 
was,  that  in  the  examination  of  Scevinus,  while 
Rufus  urged  him  to  a  full  confefiion,  with  much 
Vehemence  and  many  menaces  $  the  other  fmiled5> 
and  told  him,  4  That  in  all  the  particulars  of  the: 

*  plot,  no  man  was  more  knowing  than  hlmfelf  >* 
he  even  exhorted  him,  i  to  make  fuitable  returns 

*  of  gratitude  to  fo  good  a  Prince.  To  refute  the 
charge,  Fenius  had  not  a  fyllable  to  utter,,  nor  yet 
would  acquiefce  in  iilence,  but  faultring  and  per¬ 
plexed  in.  his  fpeech*  expofed  notoriouily  his  inward 
difmay.  At  the  fame  time  the  red,  chiefly  Cerya- 
rius  Proculus,  a  Roman  Knignt,  combining  with 
all  their  might  to  convifl  him,  one  CaiTius  a  feidier* 
who,  for  his  lignal  ftrength  of  body,  was  appointed; 
to  attend  the  trials,  laid  hold  upon  him,  by  the 
Emperor’s  order,  and  cad  him  into  bonds. 

In  the  detection  made  by  the  larne  men,  Subrius 
Flavius,  the  Tribune,  was  next  fatally  involved,. 
At  fird  he  aimed  at  a  defence,  and  pleaded  c  the 
c  diverdtyof  his  profefifion  and  manners  from  thofe: 
4  of  the  confpirators  :  for  that,  never  for  the  exe- 
<  cution  of  an  attempt  fo  great  and  daring,  would 
4  he,,  who  was  a  man  of  arms,  have  leagued  with* 

*  fuch  as  were  redgned  to  effeminacy,  and  never 

M  6  4 
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‘  bore  any.’  But,  at  laft,  finding  himfelf  pufhed 
with  queftions  and  circumftances,  he  afpired  to  the 
gfory  of  confeffion  ;  and,  in  anfwer  to  Nero,  who 
a*  ,  him  from  what  provocations  he  had  flio-hted 
the  obligation  of  his  oath  ;  ‘  I  abhorred  thee,°  faid 
he,  though  among!}  all  thy  foldiery,  none  was 
more  faithful  and  affectionate  than  I,  as  long  as 
thou  d  id  ft  merit  affedion.  With  thy  own  de- 

‘  tf+ab|e  ^nmes  m7  abhorrence  of  thee  besran,  after 
thou  hadft  become  the  murderer  of  thy  mother, 
the  murderer  of  thy  wife,  a  Charioteer,  a  Come-  ‘ 
man,  and  the  Incendiary  that  fet  fire  to  Rome.’ 
j.  repeated  his  very  words;  for  they  were  not 
ivulg  d  abioad,  like  thoie  of  Seneca:  nor  lels 
worthy  to  be  known  were  the  fentiments  of  a  man 
of  the  .word,  whi<  h,  however  artlefs  and  unpolite, 
are  vigorous  and  brave.  It  was  apparent,  that  this 
whole  confpiracy  had  afforded  nothing,  which 
proved  more  bitter  and  pungent  than  this  to  the 
ear,,  u  .  *  10,  who  was  abandoned  to  every  black 

iniquity,  .  ut  unaccuftomed  and  too  imperious  to  be 

upbraided  afterwards  with  his  flagitious  doings.  The 1 
execution  of  Flavius  was  committed  to  the  Tribune 
Veiunus  Niger,  and  in  the  next  field,  by  his  direc¬ 
tion,  was  digged  a  funeral  trench,  which  Flavius ' 
der.ded,  ‘  as  too  ftreight  and  {hallow  and,  apply¬ 
ing  to  the  guard  of  foldiers,  ‘  This,  fays  he,  is  not 
‘  fo  much  as  according  to  the  laws  of  difeipline.’ 
Being  admonilhed  by  the  Tribune,  to  extend  his 
neck  valiantly,  ‘  I  wifh,  replied  he,  thou  mayft 
‘  ftnke  with  equal  valour.’  In  truth,  Niger  was  to¬ 
tally  overcome  by  a  violent  trembling,  and  hardly 
at  two  blows  beheaded  him;  hence,  to  magnify  his 
own  cruelty,  he  boafted  to  Nero,  that  in  putting 

him  to  death,  he  deiignedly  employed  more  ftrekes 
than  one. 

The  next  example  of  conftancy  and  fortitude 
Was  adminiftered  by  Sulpicius  Afper,  the  Centurion, 

4  who. 
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who,  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion  urged  by  Nero,  why 
he  had  confpired  to  kill  him,  laid  in  few  words, 

6  Other  relief  there  was  none  againft  thy  number-’ 
lefs  and  raging  enormities  \  and  immediately  un¬ 
derwent  his  prefcribed  doom.  Nor  did  the  other 
Centurions  deviate  in  bravery  and  fpirit,  but  gal¬ 
lantly  faced  death,  and  fuffered  its  pains.  InFenius 
Rufus  equal  magnanimity  was  not  found ;  nay,' 
fuch  and  fo  permanent  were  his  unmanly  lamenta¬ 
tions  and  anguifh,  that  even  in  his  laft  will,  he 
bewailed  himfelf.  Great  was  the  expedition  which 
Nero  was  foftering,  that  Veftinus  the  Conful,  would 
prove  likewifc  involved  in  the  treafon,  as  he  el- 
teemed  him  a  man  of  a  violent  fpirit,  and  prompted 
by  virulent  hate  and  difafFedHon.  But,  to  Veftinus 
the  confpirators  had  imparted  none  of  their  counfels, 
fome  influenced  by  ftale  perfonal  diftaftes,  many 
becaufe  they  believed  him  a  man  altogether  preci¬ 
pitate  and  untradtahle.  But,  that  which  begot  int 
Nero  his  enmity  to  Veftinus,  was  an  intimate  fel- 
lowfhip  between  them.  From  thence  the  latter 
throughly  knew  and  fcorned  the  vile  cowardly  heart 
of  the  Prince,  and  the  Prince  dreaded  the  haughty 
and  vehement  temper  ot  his  friend,  by  whom  he 
had  been  frequently  infulted  with  poignant  and  dif- 
dainful  farcafms,  which,  whenever  they  are  feafoncd 
with  much  truth,  never  fail  to  leave  behind  them 
a  bitter  and  vengeful  remembrance.  A  recent  pro¬ 
vocation  had  likewife  occurred,  Veftinus  had  taken 
to  wife  Statilia  Meflalina,  though  he  was  aware 
that  amongft  her  other  gallants,  Caefar  too  was 
one. 

When  therefore  there  appeared  no  accufer  to 
charge  him,  no  crime  to  be  charged,  Nero,  Fince 
he  could  not  fatiate  his  rancour,  under  the  title 
and  guife  of  a  Judge,  flew  to  the  violence  of  a 
Tyrant.  Againft  him  he  difpatched.  Gerelanusthe 
Tribune,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men,  with 

orders. 
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orders,  4  To  obviate  the  attempts  and  machinations 

4  of  the  Conful,  to  take  pofTeffion  of  his  houfe  fo 
4  much  refembling  a  citadel,  and  to  fubdue  his  do- 
4  mellic  band  of  chofen  youths  for,  the  dwelling 
of  V eftinus  overlooked  the  great  Forum,  and  he 
always  kept  a  number  of  beautiful  flaves,  all  of  an 
age.  He  had  that  day  difcharged  all  the  fun&ions 
of  Conful $  he  was  afterwards  celebrating  a  banquet 
at  home,  void  of  all  fear,  or,  perhaps,  by  the  gayety 
of  feafting,  feeking  to  hide  his  fears,  when  the  fol- 
diers  entered.  They  told  him,  the  Tribune  had 
fent  them  to  bring  him  ;  nor  delayed  he  a  jot,  but 
rofe  from  table,  and  in  one  and  the  fame  moment 
the  hafty  tragedy  was  begun  and  finifhed :  he  was 
fhut  up  in  a  chamber,  the  phyfician  attended,  his 
veins  were  cut,  and,  while  yet  full  of  life,  and 
his  drength  unabated,  he  was  conveyed  into  a  bag¬ 
nio  and  fmothered  with  hot  water ;  nor,  under  ail 
this  deadly  denunciation  and  procefs,  did  a  fyllable 
efcape  him,  importing  the  lead  regret  or  felf-com- 
miferation.  In  the  mean  time,  the  whole  company 
who  flipped  with  him,  were  enclofed  with  a  Guard, 
nor  reieafed  till  the  night  was  far  fpent.  Nero,; 
after  he  had  represented  to  himfelf  the  condensation, 
of  men,  who  from  the  joy  of  a  fead,  were  waiting, 
for  their  mortal  doom,  and  had  even  made  himfelf 
fport  with  their  fears,  declared  at  lad,  4  That  they 
4  had  undergone  penalty  fulncient  for  their  Con- 
4  fular  fupper." 

The  next  bloody  fentence  he  pronounced,  was 
again!!  Lucan  the  Poet.  He,  while  his  blood  if- 
fued  in  dreams,  perceiving  his  feet  and  hands  to 
grow  cold  and  ffifFen,  and  life  to  retire  by  little  and 
Httle  from  the  extremities,  while  his  heart  was  dill 
beating  with  vital  warmth,  and  his  faculties  no  wife 
impaired,  recollected  fome  lines  of  his  own,  which 
delcribed  a  wounded  foldier  expiring  in  a  manner 
that  refembled  this.  The  lines  tliemfelves  he  re.- 

hearfed^ 
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hearfed,  and  they  were  the  iaft  words  he  ever  ut¬ 
tered.  Thereafter  Senecio,  and  Quiniftianus,  and 
Scevinus,  fuffered  the  violence  of  their  fate,  but 


with  a  fpirit  far  different  from  the  former  effeminacy 
and  voluptuoufnefs  of  their  lives.  Anon  too  were 
p-xeruted  the  reiidue  of  the  confpiratois,  without 
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thefe  different  fortunes,  their  glory  was  augmented. 
Into  banilhment  too  was  driven  Ruffus  Crifpinus 
a  pumflrment  for  which  the  confpiracy  furnifhed  a 
pretence ;  but  the  real  caufe  was  the  antipathy  of 
Nero,  and  his  crime,  to  have  been  once  the  huf- 
band  of  Poppaea.  Upon  Virginius  and  Mufonius 
Kurus,  their  own  fignal  renown  drew  the  feverity  of 
expuilion.  They  had  both  engaged  the  affbaions 
of  the  Roman  youth,  Virgmius  by  leaures  of  Elo- 
cjuence,  Aiufomus  by  reafonmgs  upon  the  precepts 
of  Philosophy.  Cluvidienus  Quietus,  Julius  Agrip- 
pa,  Blitius  Catulinus,  Petronius  Prifcus,  and  Ju¬ 
lius  Altinus,  as  if  a  hoff  had  been  formed  of  crimi-* 
nais  convia,  and  their  doom  and  numbers  difplayed5 
were  all  at  on^e  condemned  to  be  tranfborted  into 
the  I  Hands  of  the  Aegean  fea.  Caefonius  Maximus, 
and  Cacticia  the  wite  of  Scevinus,  were  exterminat¬ 
ed  Italy,  and,  only  by  buffering  the  punifhment 
of  crimes,  learnt  that  ever  they  had  been  charged 
as  criminals.  The  information  againft  AtiJIa,  the 
mother^  of  Lucan,  was  diffembled,  and,  without 
being  cleared,  fhe  efcaped  unpunifhed. 

Nero  having  accomplilhed  all  thefe  matters,  af- 
fembled  the  foldiery,  entertained  them  with  a  fpeech, 
diftributed  amongff  them  a  largefs  of  fifty  crov/ns  a 
man  ;  and  whereas  hitherto  they  had  been  fupplied 
with  grain  at  the  eftabliffned  rate,  he  allowed  it 
them  thenceforth  without  payment.  Then,  as  if 
he  had  been  about  to  recount  to  the  Senate  the  feats 
and  events  of  a  war,  he  ordered  the  fathers  to  a f- 
femble.  Upon  Petronius  Turpilianus,  the  Confu- 
lar,  upon  Cocceius  Nerva,  Praetor  eled,  and  upon 
Tigellinus,  Captain  of  the  Praetorian  Guards,  he 
conferred  the  ornaments  and  diffindion  of  triumph. 
Nay,  to  fuch  notable  eminence  did  he  raife  Tigel- 
linus  and  Nerva,  that,  befides  their  triumphal  Sta¬ 
tues  eredfed  in  the  Forum,  he  would  needs  have 
their  images  placed  likewife  in  the  palace.  To 

Nym- 
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Nymphidius  he  granted  the  Confular  decorations, 
a  man  concerning  whom,  fin.ce  his  name  now  nrfir 
occurs,  I  fhall  here  recite  a  few  particulars.  For, 
he  too  will  have  his  (hare  in  the  bloody  calami¬ 
ties  and  viciflitud'es  of  Rome.  He  was  born  of  a 
manumiled  flave,  who  having  a  comely  perfon, 
had  proffituted  the  fame  to  the  domeflics  of  the 
Emperors,  bond  and  free  without  aifHndtion  ;  hence 
he-  boafted  himfelf  the  ion  of  Caligula,  feeing, 
like  him,  he  happened  to  be  tall  of  fiature,  and 
of  a  countenance  ftern  and  terrible.  Or,  perhaps, 
it  is  likely  that  Caligula,  who  was  addidbed  to  the 
embraces  of  harlots,,  had  alfo  defcended  to  gallan¬ 
tries  with  the  mother  of  Nymphidius. 

Nero  having  thus  afiembled  the  fathers,  and  de¬ 
livered  a  difcourfe  concerning  the  late  tranfa&ions* 
add  relied  an  edi£t  to  the  people  upon  the  fame  fub- 
jedd,  and  publilhed  from  records  the  feveral  evi¬ 
dences  again!!  the  condemned  confpirators,  as  alia 
their  own  confefiions.  He  was,  indeed,  forely  re¬ 
proached  by  a  rumour  current  among!!  the  popu¬ 
lace,  c  That  merely  to  fatiate  his  malice,  or  out  of 
‘  bafe  fear,  he  had  facrificed  guiltlefs  and  illuftrious 
6  men.5  Yet,  that  there  was  a  real  conspiracy* 
concerted  and  grown  to  maturity,  and  at  lafi  de~ 
tedled  and  crulhed,  was  no  matter  of  doubt  to  fuch 
as  were  then  curious  to  be  truly  informed,  ant! 
even  acknowledged  by  thofe  of  the  confpirators, 
who,  after  the  fall  of  Nero,  returned  from  banifh- 
ment  to  Rome.  Now  in  the  Senate,  where  every* 
particular,  the  more  fenfibly  he  was  pierced  with 
anguifh,  the  more  fawnings  and  congratulations  he 
expreffed,  Salienus  Clemens  fell  upon  Junius  Gal- 
lio,  already  terrified  with  the  death  of  Seneca  his 
brother,  and  then  a  fupplicant  for  his  own  life, 
charging  Galliowith  the  charadler  of  6  a  parricide 
*  and  a  public  enemy,5  till  the  fathers  unanimoully 
wed  and  reftrained  him.  They  advifed  him,/  That 

6  he 
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4  he  would  not  feem  to  take  an  advantage  of  the 

*  public  calamities,  to  gratify  his  own  perfonal 
4  animofity ;  and  ilnce,  through  the  clemency  of 
4  the  Prince,  all  matters  were  compofed,  or  all 
4  faults  cancelled,  he  would  not  revive  ttaid  pro- 
4  ceedings,  nor  open  a  new  fource  of  cruelty.5 

And  now  it  was  decreed  that  4  public  thankf- 
c  goings  and  oblations  fhould  be  paid  to  all  the 

*  Deities,  and  peculiar  honours  to  the  Sun,  the 
4  God,  who  poflefEng  an  ancient  Chappel  in  the 
4  Circus,  the  place  intended  for  the  perpetration  of 
4  the  parricide,  had  expofed  to  light  the  dark  con- 
4  trivances  of  the  confpirators  ;  that  the  Circenfian 
4  Games,  exhibited  to  Ceres,  fhould  be  folemnized 
4  with  an  extraordinary  acceilion  of  horfes  and  cha- 
4  riots  ;  that  the  month  of  April,  fhpuld  thence- 
4  forth  bear  the  name  of  Nero,  and  to  theGoddefs 
4  Salus  a  Temple  be  eredled  in  the  place  whence 
4  Scevinus  had  brought  the  dagger.5  The  dagger  it 
Adf  was  by  Nero  dedicated  in  the  Capitol,  and  in- 
fcribed,  To  ‘Jove  the  avenger  ('Jupiter  Vindex)  words 
which  at  that  time  were  not  minded.  But,  upon 
the  revolt  of  Julius  Vindex,  which  afterwards  hap¬ 
pened,  from  them  was  then  drawn  a  happy  augury 
and  prefage  of  approaching  vengeance.  In  the 
Journals  of  the  Senate,  I  find  that  Cerialis  Anicius, 
Conful  eledf,  when  it  came  to  his  vote,  propofed, 

4  That  a  Temple  fhould,  with  all  fpeed,  be  raifed, 

4  at  the  charge  of  the  Hate,  and  confecrated  to 
4  the  deified  Nero  ;5  a  motion  which  he  really  meant 
in  compliment,  as  to  one  who  foared  above  the 
highefl  lot  of  mortality,  and  was  entitled  to  celef- 
tial  worfliip  from  men;  but  from  whence  too  was 
inferred  an  omen  of  his  flattening  fate,  ttnce  to 
Princes,  divine  honours  are  never  paid  till  they  have 
finally  forfaken  all  commerce  with  men, 
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The  SUMMARY. 

•  v 

Falfe  hopes  of  mighty  Treafures  in  Africa ,  and  thence 
the  vanity ,  and  wild  prodigality  of  Nero. .  If  e  con¬ 
tends  for  the  public  prize  at  the  Quinquennial  Games. 
The  death  of  Poppaea,  and  her  royal  funeral.  G. 
Caflius  and  L.  Silanus  banijhed ;  the  latter  mur¬ 
dered ,  with  fever al  others .  An  uncommon  tempefl 
in  Campania .  Anteius  and  Oftorius  doomed  to  die ; 
as  afo  ^/lella,  Crifpinus  Petronius.  Thrafea 
Paetus  obnoxious  to  Nero  for  his  diftinguijhed  virtue ; 
thence  accufed  and  marked  for  dejlruttion  ;  as  alfo 
Bareas  Soranus,  and  his  daughter  Servilia.  Her 
fignal  defence  and  tender nefs  towards  her  father . 
The  remarkable  behaviour  and  end  of  Thrafea. 

FOrtune  thereafter  expofed  Nero  to  public  de- 
rifion,  through  the  intoxication  of  his  own 
vanity,  and  the  wild  promifes  made  him  by 

Cefellius  Baffus  a  Carthaginian,  one  of  a  reftlefs 

and 
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and  chimerical  fpirit,  who  from  the  impulfe  of  a 
noflurnal  dream  gathered  certain  high  hopes,  and, 
fure  of  iuccels,  failed  to  Rome,  where,  having  by 
money  procured  accefs  to  the  Prince,  he  fet  forth, 
i  hat  in  Lis  Janos  was  difcovered  a  cave  of  encr- 
4  incus  profundity,  where  lay  immenfe  ftore  of 
4  gold,  never  reduced  into  form  or  coin,  but  in  rude 
and  ponderous  Jumps,  iuch  as  were  ufed  by  the 
ancients ;  that  indeed  the  antiquity  of  the  place 
4  was  apparent  in  the  ilrudlure  and  ruins,  as  here 
4  appeared  heaps  of  huge  ma ffy  bricks,  there  pil¬ 
lars  nil!  erecft  ;  and  all  this  wealth  had  for  fo  many 
ages  lain  buried  and  referved  to  multiply  the  riches 
4  and  felicities  of  the  prefent  reign.  For  the  r eft, 

4  what  could  be  learnt  from  conjecture  was,  that 
4  .Dido  the  Phoenician,  fhe  who  fled  lromTyre,  having 
4  founded  Carthage,  had  buried  this  treafure,  left 
4  her  new  people  might  be  debauched  by  exceflive 
4  opulence  j  and  become  vitious  and  ungovernable  \ 

4  or  left  the  Princes  of  Numidia,  who  upon  other 

*  accounts  bore  her  malevolence,  might  from  the 

*  ardent  thirft  of  gold  be  inftigated  to  make  war 
4  upon  her/ 

This  ftruck  Nero,  who  little  weighing  the 
credibility  of  the  account,  or  the  faith  and  Ve¬ 
racity  of  him  that  brought  it,  nor  fo  much  as 
difpatching  infpedlors  to  examine  whether  the  par¬ 
ticulars  reprefented  were  true,  heightened  yet  more 
the  rumour  of  the  difeovery  p  and,,  as  if  it  had. 
been  fo  much  certain  fpoil  already  acquired,  he 
fent  over  fome  to  tranfport  it  to  Rome,  nay,  to 
accelerate  its  arrival,  furnifhed  them  with  light  gal¬ 
leys  manned  by  fets  of  chofen  and  expert  rowers. 
Nor  did  any  other  fubjeeft  employ  the  converfation 
of  the  public  at  that  time,  while, with  the  credulous 
multitude  it  palled  for  true,  but  from,  men  of  dis¬ 
cernment  met  a  different  cenfure.  Arid,  as  the 
Quinquennial  Games  happened  then  for  the  fecond 

time 
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time  to  be  in  a  courfe  of  celebration,  the  Poets  and 
Orators,  in  their  panegyrics  upon  the  Prince,  bor¬ 
rowed  from  thence  their  chief  themes ;  c  for  that 
4  the  earth  was  no  longer  fatisfied  with  yielding  only 
6  her  wonted  bounties  of  fruits  and  grain,  or  gold 
c  incorporated  with  other  ore,  but  teemed,  in  his 
c  reign  with  productions  altogether  new ;  and  to 
6  him  the  Gods  prefen  ted  treafures  already  ftored 
with  many  other  fictions  abounding  in  pompous 
eloquence,  nor  lefs  remarkable  for  fervile  debafe- 
ment  and  flattery,  fecure  as  they  were  of  his  prompt 
faith  to  believe  whatever  they  could  feign. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  rioted  in  prodigality  with¬ 
out  all  meafure,  from  thefe  fantaftical  "hopes,  and 
utterly  confumed  his  ancient  treafures,  as  if  others 
in  their  dead  now  fpontaneoufly  accrued,  fufficient 
to  fupply  him  in  a  courfe  of  profufion  for  many 
years.  Nay,  out  of  this  imaginary  fund  he  was 
already  diftributing  largeffes  ;  and  the  vain  expedi¬ 
tion  of  great  riches  became  one  of  the  caufes  of 
public  poverty.  When  BaiTus  had  perforated  and 
hollowed  all  his  grounds,  with  many  adjacent  fields, 
for  a  great  compais  round,  hunting  from  place  to 
place  after  the  promifed  cave,  which  now  he  aver- 
ed  to  be  here,  then  to  be  there,  attended  not  only 
with  a  number  of  foldiers,  but  by  a  multitude  of 
boors  employed  as  labourers  in  that  work  ;  he  at 
laft  renounced  his  phrenzy,  and,  wondering  that 
his  dreams  had  never  proved  falfe  before,  and  that 
this  was  the  firft  time  he  felt  their  delufion,  dis¬ 
charged  himfelf  by  a  voluntary  death  from  the 
agonies  of  fhame  and  dread.  Some  authors  fay, 
that  he  was  thrown  into  prifon,  and  anon  releafed, 

but  his  fortune  feized  in  the  room  of  this  treafure 
Royal. 

During  the  profecution  of  this  affair,  as  the  time 
was  at  hand  fpr  difputing  the  prizes  in  the  Quin¬ 
quennial  Games,  the  Senate^  in  ordet*  to  avert  in 

fome 


262  TIIE  ANNALS  Book  XVI 

fome  degree,  the  difgrace  which  Nero  muff  incur 
by  appearing  a  competitor  there,  offered  to  affert 
to  him  by  decree  c  the  victory  in  Song  ;’  nay  even 
to  adjudge  him  c  the  crown  of  Eloquence;’  mean¬ 
ing  by  luch  diftintftion  from  the  fathers,  to  throw 
a  veil  over  his  Theatrical  debafement.  But  Nero 
declared,  <  That  he  needed  not  the  interpofftion 
4  and  partiality  of  the  Senate,  nor  any  authority 
c  of  theirs,  fince  he  himfeif  was  a  match  for  all 
c  his  competitors,  and  would  only  by  the  equitable 
c  determination  of  the  Judges,  purchafe  the  juft 
c  praife  and  recompence  of  his  fkill.’  He  then  pre- 
fented  himlelf  publicly,  but  firft  upon  the  Stage  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  feftival,  and  there  rehearfed  a  Poem  of 
his  own  com  poling ;  but  anon,  upon  the  clamour 
and  importunity  of  the  vulgar  herd,  6  that  he  would 
(  difplay  to  the  public  the  whole  fruits  of  his  ftu- 
c  dies’  (for  this  was  the  phrafe  which  they  ufed)  he 
entered  the  Great  Theatre  and  pracbfed  a  fedulous 
obedience  to  all  the  laws  of  the  Harp,  fuch  as  not 
to  fit  down  however  fatigued,  not  to  wipe  thefweat 
from  his  face,  fave  only  with  the  veftment  he  wore, 
thence  to  keep  dry  his  mouth  and  nofe.  In  conclufion, 
bowing  the  knee  and  with  his  hands  lifted  up,  pay¬ 
ing  veneration  to  the  multitude,  he  awaited  with 
fictitious  awe  the  determination  of  his  Judges.  In 
truth,  the  commonalty  of  Rome,  ever  wont  to  hu-^ 
mour  and  encourage  the  acting  and  gefticulations  of 
common  players,  ecchoed  their  applaufes  of  Nero 
with  meafured  notes  and  lymphony,  and  clapped  in 
tune  according  to  the  rules  of  concert.  You  would 
have  thought  that  they  had  really  rejoyced,  and  it 
is  probable  their  rejoicings  were  fmcere,  from  an 
utter  infenfibility  of  public  honour 9  or  of  the  crying 
reproach  which  debated  the  Roman  ftate. 

But  far  different  was  the  behaviour  of  fuch  as 
<<dwelt  in  the  municipal  cities  of  Italy  (for  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Italy  as  yet  retained  their  primitive  leverity, 

and 
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arid  the  fobcr  manners  of  the  ancients)  as  alfo  of 
fiich  as  came  from  the  remote  Provinces,  where 
they  were  unacquainted  with  the  like  wantonnefs 
and  revellings,  and  attended  then  at  Rome  upon 
embailies,  or  their  own  private  affairs  ;  neither  of 
thefe  could  bear  this  difhonourable  fpedtacle,  or 
were  capable  of  difeharging  a  talk  fo  unmanly  ;  fo 
that  while,  with  irregular  and  aukward  efforts  in 
clapping,  they  marred  the  feats  of  the  difeiplined 
clappers,  they  were  frequently  baffonaded  by  the 
fokiiers,  who  flood  in  feveral  cluflers  amongfl  the 
crowd,  to  watch  that  not  a  moment  fhould  pafs 
^either  in  unequal  and  ill-concerted  acclamations,  or 
in  cold  and  lifelefs  filence.  Certain  it  is,  that  many 
Roman  Knights  while  they  flrove  to  retire,  were 
through  the  ilreightnefs  of  the  crammed  paffages, 
and  the  weight  of  the  multitude,  preffed  to  death ; 
and  that  others,  by  never  ftirring  night  and  day 
from  their  feats,  were  there  feized  with  mortal  ma¬ 
ladies  :  for  they  dreaded  even  more  than  maladies 
the  deadly  confequence  of  their  abfence  from  this 
Imperial  revel ;  fince,  befides  the  feveral  concealed 
fpies,  there  were  a  number  of  obfervers,  who  pub¬ 
licly  noted  names  and  faces,  and  all  the  fymptoms 
of  plcafure  or  melancholy  in  every  particular  of  the 
affembly.  Hence  it  was  that,  upon  the  vulgar  and 
ignoble,  inflant  pains  were  inflicted  ;  towards  thofe 
of  illuflrious  quality  his  hate  was  for  the  prefent 
fmothcred,  but  foon  after  difeharged  in  deadly  ven¬ 
geance.  It  was  reported,  6  That  Vefpafian  was  by 
4  Phoebus,  Nero’s  freedman,  bitterly  reproached 
4  and  even  charged  as  a  criminal,  for  having  nod- 

*  ded,  and  hardly  found  protection  even  by  the 
4  prayers  and  mediation  of  worthy  and  honourable 

*  friends  ;  that  perdition  flill  hung  over  him,  and 
4  he  only  efcaped  it  by  the  grandeur  of  his  enfu- 
‘  ing  delliny.’ 


The 
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I  he  diverfions  of  the  *1  heatre  were  followed 
by  the  death  of  Poppaea,  occafioned  by  a  cafual  fit 
of  paflion  in  her  husband,  who  killed  her  with  a 
blow  of  his  foot  upon  her  pregnant  womb  ;  for,  to 
poiion  I  cannot  aicribe  it,  as  fome  Writers  have  done, 
rather  through  antipathy  to  Nero,  than  love  of 
truth  ;  feeing  he  vehemently  coveted  children,  and 
was  governed  by  a  paffionate  fondnefs  for  his  wife. 
Her  corps  was  not  confumed  to  aihes,  according  to' 
the  rites  of  the  Romans,  but  after  the  manner  of 
foreign  Monarchs,  embowelled,  and  replete  with 
fpices,  repofited  in  the  fepulchre  of  the  Julian  fa¬ 
mily.  Her  obfequies,  however,  were  publicly  cer 
lebrated,  and  from  the  public  Roftrum  her  panegy¬ 
ric  was  delivered  by  the  Emperor,  who  magnified 
*  her  beauty  and  happy  lot,  to  have  been  the  mo- 
6  ther  of  an  infant  now  enrolled  amongft  the  Dei- 
c  ties,’  with  many  other  blind  endowments  of  for¬ 
tune,  which  he  enumerated  as  fo  many  virtues. 
1  he  death  of  Poppaea  begat  in  Rome  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  fadnefs  and  mourning,  but  fecretly  inftilled 
much  joy  into  the  hearts  of  all  who  remembered 
her  lewdnefs  and  cruelty  ;  and,  befides  the  reproach 
ol  this  murder,  Nero  earned  frefh  deteftation  by 
forbidding  Caius  Cafiius  from  affifting  at  her  fune¬ 
ral,  the  firft  fignal  of  his  impending  doom,  nor 
was  his  doom  long  poftponed.  In  the  fame  fate 
Silanus  too  was  involved,  and  each  of  them  con- 
figned  to  deftru&ion,  without  guilt  or  offence  in 
either,  only  that  bo  h  were  men  of  high  and  fignal 
diftinbfion,  Caffius  for  his  hereditary  opulence  and 
the  exemplary  gravity  of  his  manners,  Silanus  for 
the  ancient  fplendor  of  his  race,  and  the  popularity 
and  eminent  modefty  of  his  youth.  Nero  therefore 
fent  to  the  Senate  a  fpeech  in  writing,  and  in  it  ar¬ 
gued  for  4  the  necefiity  of  removing  both  from  any 
4  fhare  in  the  adminiflration  of  the  {fate/  To 
.Caffius  particularly  he  objedted2  4  That  amongft 

4  the 
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the  Images  of  his  anceftors,  he  prefer  veil  in  hUh 
reverence  that  of  Caius  Caffius,  thus  infcribed. 
The  reader  of  the  party ,  for  that,  he  too  was  me- 
dttating  the  fcheme  of  a  civil  war,  and  a  revolt 
from  the  family  of  the  Casfars  ;  but  fince  in  his 
delign  of  exciting  infurredtions,  he  would  not  em- 
ploy  only  the  influence  of  a  name  Co  obnoxious, 
he  had  engaged  Lucius  Silanus,  a  youth  fplendid 
m  defcent,  of  a  tempeftuous  f'pirit,  and  one  whom 
ie  let  as  a  Hale  to  produce  and  animate  a  public 

He  fell  afterwards  direftly  upon  Silanus  himfejf, 
with  great  bitternefs,  urging  againft  him  the  very 
fame  imputations  which  he  had  formerly  objected  to 
/  is  uncle  Torquatus,  ‘  That  already  he  alTumed  the 
port  of  a  i  fince,  in  his  houfe  had  eftablilhed  offi- 

t  ^erS  °f  ^Penal  ftate,  and  raifed  his  freedmen  to 
leveral  dignities,  fome  to  be  Auditors  of  the  Re- 
venues, _  fome  to  be  Mailers  of  Requefls,  others 
to  be  principal  Secretaries ridiculous  imputations 
and  as  falfe  as  ridiculous  !  For,  dread  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  tyranny  kept  Silanus  under  more  awe  and 
precaution,  and,  from  the  late  bloody  doom  of  his 

tion  S’  K  had  learnt  a  tcrrible  leir°n  of  circumfpec- 
mN™  next  prompted  certain  perfons  to  aflame 
toe  name  or  voluntary  informers  and  foro;e  an  accu¬ 
sation  againft  Lepida  the  wife  of  Caffius,  aunt  to 
fcLrtus,  i  hat  with  her  nephew  fhe  had  been 

<  =  7  inceftj.  and  ia  facrifice  had  practiied  ma¬ 

gical  rites  of  direful  tendency.’  As  accomplices 
were  feized  and  arraigned  Vulcatius  Tuliinus  and 
Marcellus  Cornelius,  two  Senators,  with  Cahurni 
«s  Fabatus  a  Roman  Knight,  men  who,  by  appeal 
;°  Casfar;  dld  thence  divert  their  inftant  Lfdinma- 
tion  ;  and  as  Nero  was  thenceforth  intent  upon  more 

Seledf  CrieVTime'f, 111  CrUe!t7,  thT  whom  he  con - 
rage  d  ^  W  delinquents,  entirety  Heaped  his 

Vo1-  IJ>  N  This- 
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The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  pronounce  againft 
Caflius  and  Silanus  fentence  of  perpetual  bamfh- 
ment,  but,  to  the  judgment  of  Caeiar  referred  the 
punifhment  of  Lepida.  Caffius  was  tranfported  in¬ 
to  Sardinia,  and,  in  regard  of  his  great  age,  the 
Ihort  remains  of  his  life  were  fpared.  Silanus,  un¬ 
der  colour  of  fending  him  away  to  the  me  o.  Naxos, 
was  removed  to  Oftia,  and  afterwards  confined  in 
Barium,  a  city  of  Apulia  ;  while  there,  with  the 
fnirit  of  a  wife  man,  he  fupporteda  lot  moft  un¬ 
worthy  of  his  virtue  and  innocence,  a  Centurion 
commilfioned  for  the  affaffination,  laid  hold  on  him, 
-and  advifed  him  to  cut  his  veins :  he  anfwered, 

‘  That  to  die  was  die  firm  purpofe  of  his  lour, 

<  but  upon  an  executioner  he  would  not  confer  the 

<  glory  of  fulfilling  that  purpofe.’  Yet  the  Centurion 
perceiving  him  a  man  of  great  flrength,  and  though 
dcftitute  of  arms,  refolute  and  daring,  and  more 
difpofed  to  afts  of  wrath  than  thole  of  dilmay, 
dered  his  foldiers  to  fecure  him  :  nor  d‘d ,Jllan^  fail 
to  make  vigorous  refifence,  and  to  diftnbute  bio 
with  as  much  energy  as  by  naked  hands  couid  be 
exerted,  till  at  laft  he  fell  by  the  fword  of  the  Cen¬ 
turion,  but  under  a  multitude  of  wounds  al  rece,  ed 
before,  like  thole  of  a  brave  man  who  fails  faci  & 

the  enemy  in  the  day  oi  battle.  %  ,  T  . 

Nor  with  lefs  difpatch  and  intrepidity  did  Lucius 
Vetus  and  his  mother-in-law  bextia,  with  Pollutia 
his  daughter,  undergo  their  bloody  doom, 
wards  them  the  Prince  had  long  borne  much  vui- 
didtive  rancour  and  hate,  as  thole  whole  lives  were 

fo  many  fending  reproaches  upon  him, 

murder  of  Rubellius  Plautus,  fon-in-law  to  Luci  s 
Vetus.  But  the  firft  handle  for  mamfefting  fes  his 
hatred  and  cruelty,  was  admimftred  by _a freed 
of  Vetus,  his  name  P  ortunatus,  who  havn  g 
his  truft  and  defrauded  his  Lord,  added  malice  to 
i-obbery,  and  became  his  accufer.  Into  a  partn^ 
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S,  » ,  » ;:K,t *■>*  Claudius  D= 

Yet  us,  then  t«tfuf  XI  e  "ftn!"  T  b» 
Rome,  but  now  by  Nero  \n\P  *  bonds  t0 

his  accufation,  relJafed.  The  a-cu *5“ 
was  apprized  of  thic  ^  u*  •  vCU‘vd?  when  he 

the  credit  of  his  freedman  ‘h^r'f  ^  tbat  aSain^ 
tired  to  a  feat  of  £ owl  f  ^  *aked>  re- 

Pott™*)  whither  a  Guard  of  foldi^'f 1f?°url\ood  of 

there  fecretly  befet  him  wS  folJoWed’  and 
daughter.  She,  befides  the  1  ”  to.°  was  his 

from  the  prefent  awakening  pi!]0' 'bh^f^i^/6^ 
forely  embittered  by  a  lon^courfe  of  f  ,  '  bef°rC 

hnce  fhe  had  firft  beheld  the  r  forrow’  ever 

Plautus  her  hu/band  an 1  fS  feJnt  to  butcher 
hugged  his  bleeding’ neck’  {he^fni^  P,affionate1/ 

garments  ftained  by  his  blood  TH1  preferred  the 
T-  *v»W  .'Jafe-'- 

<»ed  her  Lin  th  “  TP*  'rt«ju* 

?ud,  L  &e  JJS  £“■  ,tf  rS  l” 

lieged  his  gates'  and  j  u-  l°  ^ei0>  file  be- 

poring  him  ‘to  hear  the' defen  “of' imt 

‘  Rip-’  And  this  her  !  *f  m  the  Confui- 

importunateiy,  fometimes  wi*  AeJaS Tw  t0  Urge 
mgs  of  a  woman  fomptlm*  Rentable  moan.- 
her  fex,  and  an  ’accent  Wth  a  ^it  furpa/fing 

tdl  the  implacable  Emneror  R-  f  1  imperious  i 
vmced  her,  that  he  was  no  ri  behaviour  con- 
diftrefs  and  fupplicatiom  th  to  be  foftned  by 

henhons  of  piblic  odim "  “0VCd  b>' the 

^Hencefhe  reported  to  her  fathef  <  Tt  , 

banifli  all  hope,  and  meet  a  f.7  f  bat  le  mu/I 

‘  n°t  Tidmes  at  the  fame  / whicl>>  could 
‘  the  Senate  ^  "rived,  ‘That 

•Nj  “  (s  tuaJ  and  proceeding 

*  1  tS> 
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«  toafentence  terrible  and  mercilefs.’  Nor  weretherc 
wanting  feme  who  perl'uaded  him  to  bequeath  to 
Nero  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,  as  tire  belt  expedi¬ 
ent  ‘  to  fecure  the  remainder  to  his  grand-children, 
a  propofal  by  him  rejeaed,  nor  would  he  ftam  the 

whole courfeofhis  life,  fpentalmoftinthe  fulne^sof  li¬ 
berty,  by  clofing  it  with  an  aft  of  iervituue,  but 
amonoft  his  domellics  diftnbuted  whatevei  iums  of 
money  were  then  in  his  poffeffion,  with  orders,  ‘  to 
‘  appropriate  to  themfelves  and  remove  away  what-. 

«  ever  'hey  found  portable,  leaving  f  only  three 
«  couches  for  the  ufe  of  their  coarfes.  T  hen  all 
three  opened  their  veins,  in  one  and  the  fame  cham¬ 
ber  with  one  and  the  fame  fteel,  and,  each  covered 
for  decency  with  a  Angle  rayi ment,  were  with  dn- 

Nl"d“  Fortune  obferved  the  order  olfemont, 

x'-Ato"  2s;»s 

i  •  thp  Theatre  was  aligned  aniongft  the  o 
place  in  the  L  beatre  J  die  namc 

cers  belonging  to  the  n  '  ^  Nero,  To  was 
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Germamcus.  Cornelius  Orfitus,  from  whofe  motion 
«  ,  aiteratl'-is  proceeded,  declared,  ‘  That  he  had 
<  therefore  proposed  aholifting  the  name  ofjW.for 

«,  atftwo  ofriiejunn  Forquati  already  executed  for 

treaf°n,hau  thence  rendered  that  name  abominable.’ 

i  his  year  one  drained  with  fo  many  accumulated 
adts  of  tyranny  and  blood,  was  by 'the  Gods  too 
branded  with  devouring  tempefts  and  mortality.  By 
1  c  violence  of  whirl-winds,  the  country  of  Cam- 
pama  was  ravaged,  villages  were  overturned,  the 
plantanons  torn  up  the  fruits  of  the  earth  featured, 
and  the  extenfive  devaluation  carried  as  far  as  the 
etghbourhood  of  Rome  }  where,  at  the  fame  time 
i  JZ  Pf‘Ience  was,  without  any  difcernable  ma- 

nTcn  7  Fu  lnf ‘r’  ^ay  all  conditions  of 

■  ;  *  u!f  of  c°arfes  were  the  houfes,  full  of  fu- 

imi»rt2'  iS  ’  ""  f<?  n°r  aSe  wa>  fp«red  tv  th. 

winners  rvf  amidlr  the  tears  and 

th  D ^  11  WIVes  ai1d  children,  who,  whilft 
ey  weie  yet  attending  and  lamenting  their  expiring 
pai-ents  and  hufbands,  were  themfbh  es  Shed 

with7 th?  frqTntIy  bumt  in  the  fame  Gneral  pile 

let ebewaifed°Uf  T"  and  S™rs!  but 

n  1  ’  _lnce  by  a  deadly  contusion  common 

Priiice’  tnTheefCaped  faiI,ng  by  the  cruelty  °f  the 
ice.  The  fame  year  recruits  were  raifed  in  Nor 

bon  Gaul,  and  through  Africa  and  Aha  for fun 

Sx ex  nim  -““5 

mity  or  a'e  T  '  >  r"  enfeeb,ed  by  infir~ 

r=if  fo,  thi,  as  a 

eeesex  1,11 ,f  x; 

and  embarraTment  ^  publlc  dlftra<a^nS 

N3  In 
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In  the  confulfhip  of  Caius  Suetonius  and  Lucias 
Telefiiius;  Antiftius  Sofianus,  one  doomed,  as  I 
have  above  related,  to  perpetual  exile,  for  certain 
virulent  verfes  by  him  compofed  againft  Nero,  be¬ 
coming  afterwards  apprized  of  the  honour  and  c  i- 
ftin&ion  paid  to  informers,  and  or  the  Emperor  s 
propenfitv  to  a£fs  of  rage  and  blood ;  being  withal 
a  man  of  a  reftlefs  fpirit,  and  no  wife  flack  to  em¬ 
brace  occahons  of  advantage,  courted  the  frien  *p 
of  Pammenes,  and  through  the  fimilitude  of  their  lot 
obtained  it.  For  Pammenes  too  was  an  exile  or  the 
fame  place,  one  celebrated  foi  Ins  Icience  in  the  m}' 
ileries  of  Aftrology,  and  thence  engaged  in  nume¬ 
rous  friendfhips.  He  judged,  that,  without  fome 
important  purpofe,  To  many  meffengers  and  jo  many 
quajrifts  to  confuk  him,  could  not  be  thus  daily  arriv¬ 
ing,  and  learnt  withal  that,  from  Publius  Anteius 
a  yearly  ftipend  was  allowed  him ;  nor  was  it  any  ie- 
cret  to  Socianus  that  Anteius,  for  his  zeal  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  Agrippina,  was  expofed  to  the  malice  and 
iealoufy  of  Nero  j  that  his  opulence  was  fufficiently 
fignal  to  ftimulate  that  rapacious  Prince,  and  that 
from  this  fource  only,  multitudes  had  iuftered  their 
deadly  bane.  With  this  view  he  intercepted  letters 
from  Anteius,  and  even  ftole  the  papers  containing 
the  calcuation  of  his  nativity,  and  the  future  events 
of  his  life,  which  were  fecretly  kept  m  tne  cuftody 
of  Pammenes.  He  befides  found  tne  fcheme  by 
him  drawn  concerning  the  birth  and  fortune  o 
Oftorius  Scapula,  and  then  wrote  forthwitn  to  the . 

Emperor,  ‘  That  might  he  obtain  a  (hort  refpite 
‘from  banilhment,  he  had  mighty  difcover.es  to 
‘  communicate,  fuch  as  were  highly  conducing  to 
.  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the  Prince  5  for  that  An- 
i  teius  and  Oftorius  were  meditating  fome  iuddden 
‘  attempt  upon  the  Hate,  and  diving  lolhc.toufly 
‘  into  their  own  deftiny  and  that  o.  1  , 


Book  XVI.  OF  TACITUS.  27  2 

mediately  light  pinnaces  were  difpatched  away,  and 
Sofianus  tranfported  with  expedition  to  Rome, 
where,  upon  the  firft  divulging  of  his  difcovery, 
Anteius  and  Oftorius  were  by  all  men  confidered 
rather  already  under  the  fentence  of  death,  than 
fuch  as  were  to  be  tried  for  their  lives  ;  infomuch 
that  none  dared  appear  to  witnefs  the  execution  of 
Anteius  his  will,  till  Tigellinus  authorized  it,  hav* 
ing  firft  giving  him  warning,  4  to  lofe  no  time,  but 
4  forthwith  execute  his  laft  teftament,’  He  then 
fwallowed  a  draught  ef  poifon,  but  growing  tired 
and  impatient  of  its  flow  operation,  accelerated  his 
death  by  opening  his  veins. 

Oftorius  was  then  abiding  at  an  eftate  of  his  in 
a  remote  quarter  of  Italy,  upon  the  borders  of  Li¬ 
guria,  and  thither  a  Centurion  was  fent  with  orders 
to  flay  him  with  all  difpatch.  The  motive  for  fuch 
precipitation  fprung  horn  this  fcource  •  Oftorius 
was  a  man  of  a  high  military  renown,  diitin- 
guilhed  in  Britain  with  a  Civic  Crown,  of  prodi¬ 
gious  boaily  ftrength,  and,  from  his  experience  in 
war,  eminently  qualified  for  feats  of  arms  :  Hence 
Nero,  who  ever  lived  under  continual  dread,  and, 
fince  the  cifcovery  of  the  late  confpiracy,  in  the  ut~ 
moft  difmay  and  affright,  was  feared,  left  that  brave 
officer  ftiould  take  up  arms  and  fall  upon  him.  The 
Centurion,  when  he  had  befet  with  Guards  every 
ifilie  from  the  villa,  to  prevent  all  efcape,  acquainted 
Oftorius  with  his  orders  from  the  Emperor :  Ofto¬ 
rius,  without  delay,  upon  his  own  perfon  turned 
the  edge  of  that  bravery  which  he  had  fo  often  ex¬ 
erted  with  applaufe  agamft  the  foe ,  and,  feeing 
tnat  from  his  veins,  though  largely  opened,  there 
flowed  but  little  blood,  he  difpatched  himfelf  by  a 
po^naid,  ufing  fo  far  the  help  of  one  of  his  flaves, 
as  to  make  him  hold  up  the  weapon  fteadily ;  then 
grafping  and  ftrengthening  the  fiave’s  hand  with  his 
own,  he  run  his  throat  upon  the  fatal  fteel 

N  4 
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Were  I  even  recounting  the  rage  of  foreign 
wars,  and  a  feries  of  deaths  undergone  for  the  Com- 
monweal,  in  a  detail  of  events  and  difafters,  all 
like  the  above,  refembling  one  another,  I  fhould 
doubtlefs  fuccumb  under  the  weary  talk,  and  pro- 
pole  no  other  than  to  forfeit  my  readers,  juftly  loath¬ 
ing  a  recital  of  the  fall  of  citizens,  however  honour- 
able  yet  tragical  and  without  end  :  Yet  more  irk- 
fome  is  the  prefent  work,  in  which  fuch  a  deluge 
of  blood  tyrannically  fpilt  at  home,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  and  jflavifh  pafiivcnefs  under  the  Tyrant,  arc 
confiderations  that  gnaw  the  foul  and  opprefs  it  un¬ 
der  anguifh  and  forrow.  By  fuch  therefore  as  {hall 
perufe  this  Hiftory,  I  defire  it  may  be  remembered 
(and  it  is  the  only  apology  I  claim)  that  from  no 
hatred  of  mine,  but  the  duty  of  an  Hiftorian,  I 
mention  thofe  who  thus  tamely  fobmitted  to  perifh  : 
They  per'hhed,  in  truth,  to  fatiate  the  vengeance  of 
the  Gods  againft  the  Roman  State,  which  venge¬ 
ance  falling  upon  particulars,  in  a  continued  courfe 
of  daughters,  its  operations  cannot  juftly  be  difplay- 
ed  in  one  general  defcription,  like  the  daughter  of 
armies  or  the  (forming  and  fobduing  of  cities.  To 
the  pofterity  of  iiluftrious  Men  let  this  occafional 
compliment  be  paid,  that  as  they  are  not  buried,  like 
the  common  herd,  but  their  obfequies  diftfnguifhed 
from  the  promifcuous  fepulture  of  the  vulgar j  fo, 
bv  recounting  the  circumftances  of  their  dying,  they 
may  receive  and  ever  retain  peculiar  marks  of  re>* 
membrance. 

For,  within  the  compafs  of  a  few  days,  Annaeus 
Mella,  Cerialis  Anicius,  Rufius  Crifpinus,  and 
Caius  Petronius,  differed,  as  it  were  all  in  a  band, 
the  violence  of  their  fate.  Mella  and  Crifpinus 
were  Roman  Knights,  in  figure  and  eftimation  con- 
iiderable  as  Senators ;  the  latter  particularly  had 
been  once  Captain  of  the  Praetorian  Guards  and 

diftinguifhed  with  the  ornaments  of  the  Confulfhip, 

but 
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but  lately  banifhed,  as  an  accomplice  in  the  conlpi- 
racy,  into  Sardinia,  where,  upon  notice  received 
that  he  was  doomed  to  die,  he  llew  himfelf.  Mella^ 
who  was  brother  to  Gallio  and  Seneca,  forbore 
icing  for  the  great  offices  of  State,  from  a  way¬ 
ward  ambition,  that  a  Roman  Knight  might  be  feen 
to  vie  in  authority  with  Senators  of  Confular  dig¬ 
nity :  He  likewife  judged  that  acffiing  as  Comptroller 
to  the  Prince,  in  the  miniftration  of  his  private  re¬ 
venues,  was  a  quicker  road  to  wealth.  Add,  that 
he  was  the  father  of  Lucan,  a  circumflance  from 
whence  accrued  a  vafl  acceffion  to  his  fame  and 
fplendour :  But  after  the  untimely  fate  of  his  fon, 
while  with  fpecial  iharpnefs  and  ardour  he  was  re¬ 
covering  his  efredts,  againft  himfelf  he  excited  an 
accufer*  Pabius  Romanus,  one  of  Lucan’s  intimate 
friends.  He  feigned,  4  That  in  the  confpiracy,  the 
*  father  and  fon  were  equally  confederate  and  hav¬ 
ing  counterfeited  Letters  to  this  purpofe,  in  the 
hand  of  Lucan,  prefented  them  to  Nero,  who  after 
perufal,  ordered  them  to  be  carried  to  the  accufed, 
after  whofe  riches  he  ravenoufly  hunted.  Mella 
anticipated -his  fentence  by  a  paffiage  to  death,  in 
thofe  days,  as  the  quickeft,  moft  frequently  chofen^i 
and  broached  his  veins,  when  by  will  he  had  be- 
queathed  to  I  igellinus  and  his  fon-in-law  Cofluti- 
anus  Capito,  an  immenfe  legacy  in  money,  in  order 
to  fecure  the  remainder.  It  is  added  that,  in  his 
v/ill  he  inferted  complaints  concerning  the  rio-our 
and  iniquity  of  his  doom,  ‘  That  he  died,  guiklefs 
of  every  crime  deferving  death,  whilfts  Rufius 
6  Crifpinus  and  Anicius  Cerialis  men  virulently 
1  diffiaffedfed  to  the  Prince,,  were  fullered  to  live.’ 
But  all  this  was  believed,  to  have  been  a TcHon,, 
purpof ely  framed  to  juftify  the  execution  of  thefe 
two  ;  for  Crifpinus  was  already  (lain,,  aud  over  Ce- 
ralis  the  fame  bloody  fate  was  impending  ;  Nor  in¬ 
deed  was  it  long  ere  he  became  his  own  executioner ; 

N  5  but: 
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but  fell  with  lefs  commiferation  than  the  reft,  for 
that  by  him,  it  was  remembered,  had  been  difclos’d 
to  Caligula  a  plot  concerted  to  deftroy  that  Tyrant. 

Concerning  Caius  Petronius  fome  few  particulars 
are  to  be  recapitulated.  He  was  one  who  in  ileep 
wafted  the  day,  and  to  the  civil  offices  and  gay  de¬ 
li  o-hts  of  life  devoted  the  night :  As  others  by  a 
courfe  of  pains  and  vigilance  had  acquired  a  name 
and  character ;  Petronius  was  by  fignal  idlenefs  and 
indolence  railed  to  notice  and  renown.  Nor  yet 
was  he  efteemed  either  a  prodigal  of  his  fortune  or 
a  Have  to  his  grofter  appetites,  like  many  who  thus 
ffirutally  lavifh  and  devour  their  eftates.  Petronius 
was  curious  and  refined  in  his  luxury  ;  and  fmee 
his  addions  and  fayings  were  frank  and  unreffrained, 
all  accompanied  with  an  air  of  negligence,  the 
more  fo  they  were,  the  more  pleading  they  were, 
as  bearing  thence  the  impreffion  of  pure  fimplicity 
and  artlefs  nature.  However,  while  he  exercifed 
the  Proconfular  Government  of  bithynia,  and  pie- 
fently  after  the  Confulfhip  it  felf,.  he  manifefted 
•  himfelf  a  man  cf  fpirit  and. vigour,  and  equal  to 
great  affairs.  Then  relapfmg  into  a  habit  of  feu¬ 
dality  and  vice,  or  affediing  to  appear  vitious  and 
fenfual,  he  was  by  Nero  affociated  with  the  feledl 
few,  who  compofed  his  fraternity  of  intimates,  and 
eftablifhed  mailer  of  elegance.  Infomuch  that  to 
the  Emperor,  m  the  midft  01  all  his  abluent  enjoy¬ 
ments,  nothing  appealed  delicious  and  ia\iftiing, 
if  it  came  not  recommended  by  the  tafte  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  Petronius.  Hence  the  hate  and  envy 
of  Tigellinus  towards  one,  in  credit,  his  rival,  in 
the  feience  of  pfeafures,  his  fuperiour.  .  He  had  there¬ 
fore  recourfe  to  the  cruelty  or  the  Prince,  a  paffion 
to  which  all  his  other  depraved  appetites  ever  gave 
tdace.  Againft  Petronius  he  objedted  an  intimacy 
v'hh  the  confpi rater  Scevinus,  corrupted  one  of  his 
Ss  to  accule  his  mailer,  precluded  him  ftem  all 

d.- 
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defence,  and  to  fudden  bonds  committed  moft  or 
his  domeftics. 

Nero  happened  at  that  time  to  be  upon  the  road 
to  Campania,  and  Petronius  having  accompanied 
him  as  far  as  Cum  a,  was  there  by  order  put  under 
durance  ;  nor  would  he  longer  bear  to  protrad  his 
fate,  by  humouring  the  impulfe  of  hopes  or  fears;, 
nor  yet  did  he  haftily  throw  away  life,  but  ordering 
his  veins  to  be  cut,  directed  them  again  to  be  clofed 
and  bound,  then  to  be  opened  by  intervals,  juft  as 
his  fancy  moved  him,,  difcourfing  the  while  to  his 
friends,  but  upon  no  fubjed  ferious  or  profound, 
nor  in  drains  and  fentences  whence  he  could  aim 
at  the  renown  of  magnanimity  in  braving  of  death. 

1  o  them  too  he  attended  while  they  recited,  no 
foiemn  fayings  concerning  the  Immortality  of 
the  ooul,  nor  the  Syftems  of  Philofophers,  but  gay 
Sonnets,  with  Verfes  mufical  and  flowing.  With 
bounties  he  rewarded  fome  of  his  haves,  with  chaf- 
tifements  others:  lie  even  diverted  himfelf  with 
walking  out,,  nay,  relreftied  himfelf  with  deep,  on 
defign,  that  his  death,  though  in  reality  doomed, 
might  appear  like  one  altogether  cafuaL  Neither 
followed  he  in  his  laft  W  ill  the  example  and  flile 
of  moft,  who  perilled  like  himfelf  under  the  ty¬ 
ranny.  Petronius  flattered  neither  Nero,  nor  T I- 
gellinus,  nor  any  of  the  parti zans  of  power,  but 
under  tn^  names  of  lewd  women  and  pathics,  del-* 
cubed  cdl  the  lecret  abominations  of  the  Emperor, 
with  every  pradice  of  impurity  by  him  ufed  and  ad¬ 
mired  as  fmgulai  and  new..  T.  o  Nero  he  tranfinit- 
ed  this  pidure  of  himfelf,  carefully  fealed,  then 
broke  his  fignet,  that  after  his  death  it  mi>ht  not 

be  perfiaiouhy  ufed  and  become  a  fnare  to  "the  in¬ 
nocent. 


While  Nero  was  doubting  and  recolle&inp*,  by 
what  means  could  be  divulged  all  the  verb  " 
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his  fufpicion  fixed  upon  Silia,  one  the  better  known 
for  having  married  a  Senator  ;  one  too  by  the  Prince 
affociated  into  all  the  effays  and  diverfity  of  his 
pollutions,  and  thoroughly  intimate  with  Petronius. 
On  pretence  therefore  that  fhe  had  not  concealed 
what  fhe  had  there  feen  and  undergone,  fhe  was 
doomed  to  banifhment  j  a  facrifice  in  effedl  to  his 
own  perfonal  hate.  To  that  ofTigellinus  he  made 
another,  and  to  his  vengeance  furrendered  Numi- 
cius  Therm  us,  once  Praetor,  for  that  a  freedman 
belonging  to  Thermes  had  uttered  certain  criminal 
imputations  upon  Tigellinus,  an  offence  which  the 
fpeaker  expiated  under  exquifite  torments,  and  his 
innocent  Lord  by  a  bloody  doom. 

After  the  daughter  of  fo  niany  men  fignal  in 
name  and  quality,  Nero,  at  length,  became  pof- 
fefied  with  a  pafilon  to  hew  down  virtue  itfelf,  by 
devoting  to  butchery  Thrafea  Paetus  and  Bareas 
*S  or  anus,  both,  long  fince,  the  objedfs  of  his  hate. 
But  againft  Thrafea  he  was  incenfed  from  fe  pa  rate 
caufes,  for  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  the  Senate, 
when  the  affair  of  Agrippina  and  the  merits  of  her 
death  came  under  debate  there,  as  above  I  have  re¬ 
membered  :  In  the  folemnizing  too  of  the  preludes 
Entitled  Juvcnales ,  he  had  manifelled  a  behaviour 
far  from  courtly  or  acceptable  ;  an  indignity  which 
pierced  the  Prince  the  deeper,  for  that  Thrafea 
himfelf  had,  at  ladua,  tne  place  o  1  his  nativity ^ 
chanted  in  the  habit  of  a  Tragedian,  during  the 
celebration  of  the  Ceftic  Games,  inftituted  there 
by  the  founder,  Antenor  from  Troy.  Moreover 
when  Antiftius  the  Praetor,  was  about  to  have  been 
by  the  Senate  condemned  to  execution,  for  a  viru¬ 
lent  Satire  by  him  compofed  againft  Nero,  I  hrafea 
propofed  a  mitigation  of  the  lenience,  and  carried 
it.  Add  that  when  celeftial  honours  were  decreed 
to  Poppaea,  he  was  purpofely  abfent,  nor  afterwards 
attended  hex  funeral;  Offences  which  by  Capita 
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Coffutianus  were  carefully  faved  from  falling  under 
oblivipn  :  Befides  the  native  bent  of  his  fpirit,  a- 
bandoned  to  all  feats  of  villainy,  he  bore  fpecial 
rancour  towards  Thrafea,  fince  it  was  he  who  had 
fupported  the  deputies  from  Cilicia  in  their  charge 
upon  Capito  for  extortion  there,  and  by  his  credit 
obtained  judgment  againfl  him. 

To  all  thefe  crimes  of  Thrafea’s  he  added  many 
more  :  4  He  had  avoided  the  folemnity  of  renewing 
4  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  annual  oath 
4  then  taken  to  the  Emperor  ;  he  had  forborn  to 
4  affift  at  the  lufception  of  yearly  vows  for  the  pre- 
4  fervation  and  profperity  of  the  Prince,  though  he 

*  were  at  the  fame  time  invefled  with  the  Quinde- 
4  cemviral  Prieflhood  :  He  had  never  made  obla- 
4  tions  for  the  fafety  of  the  Prince,  nor  for  his  voice 
4  divine.  Pie,  who  had  been  formerly  fo  aflidu- 
4  ous  in  attending,  fo  indefatigable  in  affairs  ;  he 
4  who  was  wont  to  interefl  himfelf  in  every  decree, 
‘  asa  promoter  or  opponent  of  the  mofl  trivial  and 
4  common,  had  not  now  in  three  years  once  en- 
4  tered  the  Senate.  In  an  inflance  fo  recent  as  that 
4  of  Silanus  and  Vetus,  when  the  fathers  affembled 
4  with  fuch  warmth  and  rapidity,  to  obviate  and 
4  punifh  two  men  fo  dangerous,  he  only  attended 
4  to  the  perfonal  affairs  of  his  clients.  What  elfe 
4  was  all  this  but  an  open  revolt,  a  party  declared 
4  againfi  the  adminiflration  ?  and,  if  in  many  par- 

*  ticulars  the  fame  daring  infolence  were  once  found, 
4  what  but  a  public  war  could  enfue  ?  As  of  old 
4  (purfued  Capito)  this  city,  one  ever  addidled  to 
4  divifions  and  flrife,  was  wont  to  difcourfe  of  Cze- 
4  far  and  Cato,  as  her  two  great  chiefs  and  compe- 
4  titors  then  ;  fo  now  with  the  fame  fadlious  fpirit 
4  it  is  difcourfed  of  thee,  Nero,  and  of  Thrafea. 
4  Nay,  he  has  his  profeffed  followers  and  partizans, 
4  or  rather  a  body  of  champions  at  arms ;  men 
4  who  in  truth  are  not  yet  arrived  to  his  boldnefs 

4  and 
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and  contumacy  in  counfel  and  fpeeches,  butftudy 
an  exadl  conformity  to  his  mien  and  manners, 
to  a  behaviour  rigid  and  melancholy,  on  purpofe 
to  upbraid  thee  for  a  life  of  gayety  and  voluptu- 
oufnejs.  To  this  man  only  is  thy  imperial  life 
of  no  concernment ;  with  him  alone  all  thy  ac- 
complifhments  pads  unregarded  :  The  events  of 
thy  reign  the  moil  prolperous,  are  by  him  treated 
with  fcorn  ;  and  is  it  not  equally  true,  that  with 
thy  misfortunes  and  forrows  he  is  not  fatiated 
Such  is  the  contumacy  of  his  fpirit,  that  he  would 
not  believe  Popptea  to  be  a  Deity  ,  and  from  the 
fame  fpirit  it  proceeds  that  he  would  not  fwear 
4  to  the  validity  and  obfervance  of  all  the  public 
«  Acls  of  Julius  Caefar  and  of  Auguftus,  Princes 
4  promoted  to  deification.  It  is  thus  he  contemns 
4  the  Worth  ip  of  the  Deities,  thus  cancels  the 
4  Laws  of  the  State.  Through  the  Provinces  and 
4  among!!  the  feveral  Armies,  the  Journals  of  the 
4  Roman  people  are  perilled  with  the  greater  cu ri¬ 
fe  ofity  and  care,  that  thence  may  be  learnt  what 
4  tranfadlions  there  are  which  bear  not  the  name 
4  and  fandtion  of  Thrafea.  In  fhort,  let  us  either 
*  embrace  thefe  inftitutions  and  politics,  if  they 
4  excel  our  own  ;  or  from  a  turbulent  fadtion  thirft- 
4  ing  after  innovations,  let  their  Oracle  and  Lea¬ 
der  be  fnatched  awray.  Pupils  and  champions 
formed  by  the  fame  fedt  were  the  Tuberones  and 
Favonii  formerly,  names  grating  and  grievous 
even  to  the  ancient  Commonwealth.  It  is  only 
to  fubvert  the  Empire,  that  they  ufe  the  fair  found 
and  pretence  of  Liberty ;  if  their  evil  purpofes 
fucceed,  Liberty  itfelf  will  be  the  next  cbjedl  of 
their  violence.  In  vain  haft  thou  banifhed  Caftius 
from  the  State,  if  afterwards  thou  doft  fufter  a 
party,  which  emulate  the  Brutus’s  to  gather 
ftrength  and  numbers  in  it.  For  the  reft,  to  the 
Senate  and  our  management  leave  the  judgment 
and  f..t '  of  Thrafea,  ncr  to  that  aflembly  do  thou 
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‘  write  aught  about  him.’  Naturally  furious  was 
the  foul  of  ColTutianus,  and  now  further  fti min¬ 
iated  by  Nero,  who  to  him  joined  as  his  afliflant 
in  the  accufation  Marcellus  Eprius,  an  Orator  of 
great  acrimony  and  vehemence. 

The  talk  ofaccufmg  B areas  Soranus  was  already 
befpoke  and  undertaken  by  Gftorius  Sabinus  a  Ro¬ 
man  Knight,  who  arraigned  his  conduit  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Aha,  where  he  had  governed  as 
Proconful  with  fuch  hgnal  vigilance  and  juftiee  as 
thence  to  incur  frefh  jealoufy  and  rancour  from 
the  Emperor.  As  another  offence  too,  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  much  pains  about  a  popular  work,  that  of 
opening  the  Port  of  Ephefus,  and  had  befides  left 
unpunilhed  the  Citizens  of  Pergamos  for  having 
refolutely  oppofed  Acratus,.  one  of  Nero’s  freed  men- 
when  he  would  have  robbed  their  City  of  her  pic¬ 
tures  and  ftatues.  Thefe  were  his  real  crimes  • 
thole  openly  imputed  were,  4  his  friendfhip  with 
c  Plautus,  and  his  intrigues  to  ingratiate  himfelf 
4  with  the^  Aha  tics  5  in  order  to  engage  them  in 
4  novel  defigns/  A  particular  juncture  was  chofen 
for  awarding  them  their  doom,  that  of  the  arrival 
of  Tiridates  to  receive  the  Crown  of  Armenia  * 
perhaps  with  defign  that,  while  the  public  attend 
tion  tiiid  rumour  were  engaged  m  concernments 
from  abroad,  domeftic  iniquity  and  bloodfhed  mio-ht 
pafs  in  quietnefs  and  obfcurity  :  or  perhaps  Nero 
meant,  on  this  occafion,  to  difplay  the  mipht  and 
terrors  of  Imperial  power,  and  the  daughter  of  il- 
luftrious  men,  as  a  feat  of  Majeffy  Royal. 

Now  while  the  whole  City  thronged,  out  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Emperor,  and  to  behold  a  foreign  Kino* 

1  hrafca  had  ordeis  to  forbear  attending  the  entrv 
yet  was  no  wife  caft  down,  but  compofed  a  Memo’ 
rial  to  Nero :  In  it  he  befought  to  know  4  the  all 


4  legations 
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4  vindicate 


•j 


2 So  THE  ANNALS  Book  XVI. 

‘  cence.’  Nero  received  the  Memorial  greedily, 
as  he  hoped  that  Thrafea,  under  the  influence 
of  terror,  might  have  written  fomewhat  tending  to 
magnify  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  the  Prince,  and 
to  ftain  his  own  renown ;  but  finding  himfelf  dif- 
appointed,  and  dreading  withal  the  countenance, 
the  fpirit,  and  free  fpeech  of  that  great  man,  he 
ordered  the  Senate  to  be  fummoned.  Thrafea  then 
confulted  with  his  friends  and  kindred,  whether  he 
fhould  attempt  a  defence,  or  be  filent.  Their  ad¬ 
vices  varied  :  They  who  counfelled  his  repairing  to 
the  Senate,  faid  4  That  they  were  affured  of  his 
4  magnanimity  there,  and  nothing  would  efcape 
4  him,  but  what  would  procure  him  freih  glory. 
4  To  the  timorous  only  and  the  fluggard  it  belonged 
4  to  hide  the  meannefs  of  their  end  in  fhade  and  ob~ 
4  fcurity.  It  was  fit  the  people  fhould  behold  fuch 
4  a  man  going  forth  boldly  to  encounter  death  $  it 
4  was  fit  the  Senate  fhould  hear  his  words  more 
*  than  human,  pronounced  as  it  were  by  the  mouth 
4  of  fome  Deity,  a  miracle  which  might  pofiibly 
4  foften  even  the  heart  of  Nero.  But  though  he 
6  fhould  perfevere  in  barbarity  :  yet  furely  in  dif- 
4  ferent  efleem  with  poflerity,  would  be  the  me- 
4  mory  of  a  demife  fo  worthy  and  diffinguifhed, 
4  from  that  of  fuch  as  chofe  ftupidly  to  perifh  in 
4  paffive  filence.’ 

Thofe  who  gave  different  counfel,  and  were  for 
his  waiting  the  iffue  at  home,  acknowledged  the 
fame  things  of  the  behaviour  and  merit  of  Thrafea  ; 
4  but,  if  he  went,  over  him  was  impending  much 
4  cruel  mockery,  and  many  bitter  contumelies  : 
4  It  behoved  him  to  avoid  having  his  ears  affailed 
4  with  invedlives  and  the  lafhes  of  reproach.  It 
4  was  not  Coffutianus  only,  nor  Eprius  that  were 
4  prompt  to  outrages  :  There  were  others  befides, 
€  who,  perhaps,  would  affault  him  with  violent 
f  hands  and  blows,  to  humour  the  favage  brutality 

4  of 
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4  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  precedent  begun  by  the 
4  violent  and  bad,  might,  through  dread,  be  fol- 
4  lowed  even  by  the  merciful  and  upright.  He 
4  ought  therefore  to  with-hold  from  that  venerable 
c  body,  which  he  had  fo  long  adorned,  an  occaiion 
4  of  fo  tranfeendent  a  wickednefs  and  reproach, 

*  and  to  leave  it  to  uncertainty  and  conjecture, 
c  what  would  have  been  the  fpirit  and  decree  of 
4  the  Senate,  upon  the  feeing  of  Thrafea  defend 
4  himfelf  before  them  as  a  criminal  arraigned.  To 
4  hope  that  ever  Nero  would  be  moved  to  a  fenfe 
4  of  fhame  for  his  crying  enormities,  was  rafti  and 
c  vain  :  Much  more  to  be  dreaded  wa s  his  dying 

*  into  frejfh  rage,  and  his  difeharging  the  fame  upon 
4  the  wife,  and  houfhold  of  Thrafea,  and  upon 
1  every  other  objedl  of  his  tendernefs  and  care. 
4  Upon  the  whole  ;  he  ought  to  meafure  the  glory 
^  of  his  latter  end  by  that  or  the  worthies,  by  whole 
1  fteps  and  ftudies  he  had  fquared  his  life,  and  die 
<  in  the  ftrength  of  his  integrity,  in  the  fulnefs  of 

fame.  In  the  confultation  there  aftifted  Rufticus 
Arulenus,  a  young  man  of  great  fpirit  and  fervour. 
From  this  temper  and  a  pailion  for  fame,  he  of¬ 
fered  to  thwart  the  Decree  of  Senate,  by  interpo- 
fmg  againft  it;  for  he  was  Tribune  of  the  people. 
Thrafea  reftrained  his  temerity,  and  cautioned  him 
againft  attempting  4  methods  in  themfelves  wild, 
to  the  perion  accufed  unavailing,  and  to  the  per- 
4  fon  attempting  them  certainly  fatal  :  For  him- 
4  felt ;  he  had  finifhed  his  courfe,  and  from  the 
4  rule  of  life  which  for  fo  many  years  he  had  with- 
4  out  varying  obferved,  he  mull  not  now  depart. 
Into  public  offices  Arulenus  had  but  juft  entered, 
and  upon  his  own  choice  it  refted,  how  far  to 
engage  in  tranfactions  future  1  But  it  much  im¬ 
ported  him  to  weigh  well  beforehand  what  path 
he  ought  to  purlue,  when  during  fuch  times  he 
4  engaged  in  offices  of  State.5  For  the  reft ;  to  the 

refult 
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refult  of  his  own  meditation  he  left  it,  whether 
it  were  proper  for  him  to  appear  in  the  Senate. 

On  the  day  following  two  Cohorts  of  the  Prae¬ 
torian  Guards  under  arms,  environed  the  Temple 
of  Venus  the  Prolific  ;  a  number  of  men  drefTed  in 
the  city  robe,  but  armed  with  fwords  no  wife  con¬ 
cealed,  had  befet  the  entrance  of  the  Senate  and 
in  the  great  Squares,  and  feveral  Temples,  were 
every  where  ported  bands  of  foldiers  in  array. 
Through  the  midft  of  this  fcene  of  terror,  and  un¬ 
der  the  awe  of  objects  fo  formidable  and  even  me¬ 
nacing,  the  Senators  palled  to  their  affembly.  There 
he,  who  was  the  Emperor’s  Qusertor,  recited  a 
fpeech  by  him  fent,  in  which,  without  defcending 
to  name  particulars,  he  upbraided  the  fathers, 
4  That  they  deferted  the  functions  of  the  State,  and 
4  from  their  example  the  Roman  Knights  too  were 
4  lapfed  into  floth  and  inadfion.  Hence  what  mar- 
4  vel,  that  Senators  from  the  remote  Provinces 
4  failed  to  attend,  when  many  who  had  arrived  at 
4  the  Confulfhip,  and  been  diftinguifhed  with  Sa- 
4  cerdotal  dignities,  chofe  to  withdraw  from  the 
4  public,  and  rather  to  devote  themfelves  tofolitude 
4  and  pleafant  amufements  in  their  Gardens  ?’ 

This  fpeech  was  as  it  were  a  weapon  prefented 
to  the  accufers,  and  greedily  they  [hatched  it.  Cof- 
futianus  having  begun  the  charge,  it  was  by  Mar- 
cellus  ptirfued  with  greater  acrimony  and  vehe¬ 
mence  :  4  The  Commonwealth,  the  Common- 
4  w7ealth,  he  fiercely  cried,  w7as  here  concerned  in 
4  her  tendernefs  and  moft  efiential  part :  Such 
4  were  the  frowardnefs  and  contumacy  of  inferiours, 
4  that  thence  the  gentleuefs  and  clemency  of  him, 
4  who  bore  rule,  were  checked  and  diminifhed  : 
4  Over-mild  and  acquiefcing  bad,  to  that  day  been 
4  the  temper  of  the  Fathers,  who  could  thus  fufier 
4  fo  many  capital  criminals  to  evade  ch aft ife merit*, 
4  could  fuffer  Thrafea  fo  long  revolted  from  public 

4  obe.- 
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4  obedience,  fuffer  his  fon-in-law  Hel vidius  Prifcus 
4  immerfed  in  the  fame  rebellious  meafures,  Paco- 
4  nius  Agrippinus  too,  one  who  poffeffed  from  his 
*  father  an  hereditary  rancour  towards  the  Empe- 
4  rors,  with  Curtius  Montanus,  employed  in  com- 
4  pofing  abominable  Poems  replete  with  treafon. 

4  For  himfelf ;  he  wanted  to  behold  Thrafea,  him 
4  who  had  been  Conful,  now  filling  his  place  in 
4  the  Senate,  him  who  was  a  Pontiff,  affifting  at 
4  the  folemnity  where  public  vows  were  made,  him 
4  who  was  a  fellow-citizen  renewing  with  the  reft 
4  the  oath  of  fidelity  ;  unlefs  he  had  already  re- 
4  nounced  every  inftitution  of  our  anceftors,  civil 
4  and  facred,  openly  added  the  traitor,  and  now 
4  declared  himfelf  a  public  enemy.  In  a  word  > 
4  as  he  was  wont  to  perform  the  part  of  an  adlive 
4  Senator,  wont  to  defend  and  protedl  fuch  as  had 
4  lampooned  and  defamed  the  Prince,  let  him  re- 
4  fume  his  place,  let  him  offer  his  fentiments,  what 
4  he  wifhed  to  have  corredted,  and  what  to  have 
4  changed  :  Much  more  eafily  would  they  bear 
4  him  carping  at  every  particular  tranfadllon,  than 
4  condemning  by  his  fullen  filence  the  whole  admi- 
4  niftration  at  once.  What  was  it  that  grieved  him  l 
4  Was  it  the  profound  peace  eftablifhed  over  the  w’hole 
4  earth,  or  the  public  vidlories  gained  by  our  ar- 
4  mles  without  the  lofs  of  men  ?  Far  be  it  from 
4  the  Senate  to  fuffer  fuch  a  man  to  gratify  an  am- 
4  bition  fo  malignant  and  depraved,  a  man  wdio  for- 
4  rowed  for  the  felicities  of  the  State,  one  to  whom 
4  the  public  Places,  the  Theatres  and  the  Temples, 

4  appeared  fo  many  defarts,  wTild  and  ftrange,  and 
4  one  who  was  continually  threatening  to  relinquilh 
4  his  country  and  roam  an  exile.  With  him  our 
4  Decrees  here  pafied  for  none,  our  Magiftrates  for 
4  none  :  with  him  this  Metropolis  was  no  longer 
4  Rome.  He  ought  therefore  to  ceafe  to  live  in 
4  that  City,  fince  he  had  long  fmce  divefted  him- 

4  felf 
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‘  felf  of  all  tendernefs  for  her,  and  now  could  not 
*  bear  her  fight/ 

O 

As  in  thefe  and  the  like  flights  of  fury,  Marcel- 
lus,  even  in  his  perfon  horrid  and  grim,  was  raging 
again#  Fhrafea,  with  eyes,  voice  and  vifage  all 
on  fire,  the  Senate  no  longer  manifefled  that  ufual 
air  of  fadnefs,  which  from  the  frequency  of  return¬ 
ing  dread  and  peril,  was  become  cuftoinary  there  : 
A  terror  altogether  new,  more  deep  and  alarming 
pofieffed  them,  while  to  their  fight  were  prefented 
fuch  a  number  of  foldiers,  their  arms,  and  feparate 
bands.  Their  imaginations  were  alfo  filled  with  the 
tragical  lot  of  the  perfon  accufed,  the  venerable 
perfon  of  Thrafea  :  And  there  were  who  commife- 
rated  that  of  Helvidius,  4  who  mu#  be  doomed  to 
4  punifhment,  merely  for  an  alliance  with  a  man 
4  void  of  blame.  Again#  Agrippinus  too  what  elfe 
4  was  charged  but  the  tragical  fate  of  his  father,  a 
4  man  who,  in  truth,  had  fallen  himfelf  an  inno- 
4  cent  vidfim  to  the  cruelty  of  Tiberius.  Nay, 

4  banifhment  mu#  be  the  doom  of  Montanus,  a 
4  young  man  and  virtuous,  for  no  Libel  by  him 
4  written,  but  purely  becaufe  by  his  Writings  he 
*  had  fignalized  his  genius  and  parts.’ 

In  the  mean  while  entered  Oiforius  Sabinus,  the 
iaccufer  of  Soranus,  and  again#  him  urged  4  the 
4  friendfhip  between  him  and  Rubellius  Plautus  ; 

4  and  that  in  his  Proconfular  adminiftration  of  Afia, 

4  he  had  rather  confulted  his  own  popularity  and 
4  lu#re  than  the  public  good  and  utility,  by  nou- 
4  rifhing  animofity  and  tumults  in  the  provincial  Ci- 
4  ties:’  Stale  imputations,  and  long  fince  prepared 
by  the  accufer.  But  now  he  offered  a  recent  charge, 
and  in  the  crimes  and  peril  of  the  father  involved 
the  daughter,  4  That  fhe  had  with  large  fums  feed 
4  the  Magicians  A  tranfaddion  refulting  purely 
from  the  pafiionate  tendernefs  of  Servilia  (lor  this 
Was  the  young  Lady’s  name)  towards  her  father,  as 
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well  as  from  the  unwarinefs  of  her  youth  :  Yet  tha 
whole  of  her  confutation  was  4  only  about  the  con- 
<  fervation  of  her  houfe,  whether  the  wrath  of  Nero 
*  might  not  come  to  be  appealed,  and  whether  no 
«  tragical  judgment  would  follow  the  cognizance  of 
6  the° Senate.5  For  this  fhe  was  brought  into  the 
Senate ;  and  before  the  T ribunal  of  the  two  Con¬ 
fute,  but  at  oppofite  Tides,  flood  the  father  and 
daughter,  he  full  of  years,  file  under  twenty,  and, 
fince  the  late  baniflimentof  Annius,  Pollio  her  hus¬ 
band,  in  a  ftate  of  widowhood,  folitary  and  fad. 
Her  father’s  face  upon  this  occafion  fne  could  not 
bear  to  behold,  fince  fne,  as  it  Teemed,  had  wofully 
heightened  his  danger  and  fufferings. 

The  accufer  now  queftioned  her,  4  Whether 
4  fhe  had  not  turned  into  money  her  bridal  Or- 
4  naments,  and  even  ftript  from  her  neck  her  col- 
4  lar  of  jewels,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of 
4  magic  Rites  and  Sacrifices  ?’  At  firfl  fhe  caft  her- 
felf  down,  and  lay  along  upon  the  floor,  then  after 
a  flood  of  tears,  after  long  fobbing  and  filence* 
fhe  rofe,  and  embracing  the  Altars,  particularly 
that  of  Venus  ;  4  No  mifchievous  Divinities,’  faid 
The,  4  have  I  invoked  ;  no  incantations  have  I  tried, 

4  nor  was  aught  elfe  the  burden  of  my  rafh  and 
4  difaftrous  fupplications,  than  that  thou  Csefar, 
4  and  you  F athers  of  the  Senate,  would  to  this  my 
4  dear  and  indulgent  parent,  befet  with  terrors 
4  and  affliction,  gracioufly  afford  protection  and 
4  fafety.  With  this  view  I  prefented  my  jewels, 
4  my  precious  rayment,  and  other  decorations  pe- 
4  culiar  to  my  quality ;  as  I  would  have  prefented 
4  my  blood  and  life,  had  my  blood  and  life  been 
4  required.  To  thefe  Foretellers,  men  till  now 
4  utterly  unknown  to  me,  it  belongs  to  declare  whofe 
4  minifters  they  are,  and  what  myfteries  they  ufe; 
4  By  myfelf  the  Prince’s  name  was  not  once  pro- 
4  nounced  otherwife  than  withthofe  of  the  Deities, 

3  4  Yet 
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c  Yet  to  all  this  proceeding  of  mine,  whatever  it 
6  were,  my  unfortunate  father  was  an  utter  ftranger ; 
c  and  if  it  is  a  crime,  I  alone  am  the  delinquent/ 
Thefe  words  alarmed  Soranus,  and  while  fhe  was 
yet  uttering  them,  he  interrupted  her ;  he  cried  out 
with  earneftnefs,  4  That  his  daughter  went  not  with 
4  hi  in  to  the  Province,  fuch  too  was  her  tender  age, 
4  that  fhe  could  have  no  poftible  acquaintance  with 
c  1  lautus  :  In  the  crimes  of  her  hufband  fhe  was 
4  no  wife  engaged  ;  her  only  blame  was  that  of 
c  filial  piety  over-ftrained  :  Let  her  caufe  be  there- 
c  fore  disjoined  from  his  ;  his  own  fate,  whatever 
4  it  fhould  prove,  he  was  ready  to  undergo/  This 
faid,  he  was  haffening  to  embrace  his  daughter, 
who  flew  to  meet  him,  but  the  Confuiar  Li&ors 
ftepped  between  and  prevented  them. 

To  the  witnefTes  next  an  immediate  hearing  was 
given,  and  however  high  the  barbarous  fpirit  of 
the  accufer  had  already  railed  common  companion 
for  the  accufed,  equally  high  was  the  indignation 
excited  by  the  appearing  of  Publius  Egnatius  as  an 
evidence  j  a  client  and  follower  of  Soranus,  now 
bought  with  a  price  to  overwhelm  his  patron  and 
his  friend.  As  he  profefted  the  rigid  Serif  of  the 
Stoics,  his  teftimony  was  from  this  circumffance  to 
derive  weight  and  confideration ;  for  into  fuch  fo- 
lemnity  he  had  framed  his  countenance  and  whole 
exteriour,  as  to  difplay  the  femblance  of  a  man 
worthily  difpofed  and  virtuoufly  employed,  but  pof- 
feffed  a  foul  traiterous  and  enfnaring,  replete  with 
avarice  and  every  depraved  appetite,  all  artfully  con¬ 
cealed.  But  now  the  force  of  money,  more  preva¬ 
lent  than  art,  having  laid  open  fo  much  hypocriiy 
and  impofture,  furnifhed  an  inftrurifive  example, 
that  as  we  guard  againft  fuch  as  are  branded  for 
notorious  frauds  and  contaminated  with  open  vil¬ 
lainies  ;  fo  with  no  lefs  care  ought  we  to  guard 
againft  men,  who,  under  the  fair  guile  of  righteous 
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life  and  acquirements,  hide  hollow  hearts,  alike 
prompt  to  profefs  and  to  betray  friendfhips.  On 
that  fame  day,  however,  was  exhibited  a  different 
and  honourable  example  by  Caflius  Afclepiodotus, 
a  man,  for  his  fignal  opulence,  of  the  foremoft  rank 
in  Bithynia ;  yet  without  regarding  what  rifk  he 
incurred,  the  lame  devotion  and  reverence,  with 
which  he  had  courted  Soranus  during  the  funfhine 
of  his  fortune,  he  ceafed  not  to  pay  him,  though 
now  linking  under  malignant  fate.  Hence  he  was 
defpoiled  of  his  whole  fortune,  and  doomed  to  exile. 
Such  was  the  lukewarmnefs  and  indifference  of  the 
Deities,  alike  unmoved  by  patterns  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  thofe  of  iniquity  i  To  Thrafea,  to  Sora¬ 
nus  and  Servilia,  was  granted  the  choice  of  their 
own  deaths  :  Helvidius  and  Paconius  were  to  be 
banifhed  from  Italy:  Montanus,  for  the  fake  of 
hi:  father,  had  his  pardon,  with  an  exception  an¬ 
nexed^  (  That  he  fhould  never  be  admitted  to  any 
4  OiHce  in  the  State/  ToEprius,  one  of  the  ac- 
cufers,  was  decreed  a  reward  of  more  than  thirty 
thouland  pounds,  to  Coffutianus  another,  the  like 
fum  ;  and  to  Offorius  the  third,  as  many  thoufand 
crowns,  befides  another  recompence,  that  of  the 
ornaments  of  the  Quaeftorfhip. 

The  Quaeftor  attending  the  Conful  was,  now 
in  the  clofe  of  the  day,  difpatched  to  Thrafea,  then 
in  his  gardens.  He  was  at  that  Inflant  frequented 
by  a  numerous  affembly  of  men  and  women,  illuf- 
trious  for  their  quality,  but  was  chiefly  attentive  to 
Demetrius,  a  profeffor  of  the  Cynic  School.  With 
this  Philofopher,  as  far  as  could  be  conje&ured  by 
tiie  int^nfenels  of  his  looks,  and  by  certain  words, 
which,  whvm  they  Happened  to  raile  their  voices, 
weie  over-head,  he  was  reafoning  and  inquiring 
aoout  tue  natuie  of  tee  Soul,  and  concerning  its 
departure  from  the  body,  till  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  Domitius  Cacilianus.  This  was 


one 
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one  of  his  mod  intimate  friends,  and  related  to 
him  what  the  Senate  had  decreed.  As  upon  thefe 
fad  tydings  the  company  melted  into  plaints  and 
tears,  Thrafea  prefl'ed  them,  4  forthwith  to  retire, 

4  nor  to  tempt  danger  by  involving  themfelves  in 
4  the  fate  of  a  perfon  condemned /  And  as  Arria 
his  wife  was  earnefl  to  emulate  the  example  of  her 
mother,  and  to  fhare  with  her  hufband  in  his  la# 
lot,  he  befought  her,  4  to  preferve  her  life,  nor 

*  deprive  their  common  daughter  of  her  only  re- 

*  maining  refuge.’ 

He  then  went  forth  into  a  gallery,  and  there  the 
Quaeftor  from  the  Senate  found  him,  filled  rather 
with  chearfulnefs  than  with  any  oppofite  pailion, 
fince  he  had  learnt  that  again#  Helvidius  his  fon-in- 
law,  nothing  worfe  was  decreed  than  his  banifh- 
ment  from  Italy.  Having  rfow  had  delivered  to 
him  in  form  the  fentence  of  the  Senate,  he  took 
Helvidius  and  Demetrius  into  his  chamber,  and  ex¬ 
tending  both  his  arms,  the  veins  of  both  were  cut: 

As  the  blood  fprang,  he  called  the  Quas#or  nigher, 
and  with  it  befprinkling  the  floor  ;  4  Let  us,  faid  he 
4  to  him,  make  this  libation  to  Jove  the  Deliverer. 

4  Look  here,  young  man,  and  confider  ;  may  Hea- 
4  ven  too  grant  there  be  no  Omen  in  my  words : 

4  But  into  fuch  times  thy  birth  and  age  have  thrown 
4  thee,  as  may  juftly  require  thee  to  fortify  thy 

*  fpirit  by  examples  of  magnanimity/  After  this, 
as  from  the  flow  approaches  of  death,  grievous 
torments  were  enfuing,  he  turned  towards  Deme* 

,-trius  *  *  * 

The  reft  of  this  Annal  is  loft • 


End  of  the  Second  VoxvmEi 
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